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S of the editorial, 1 often
pie'ﬂals edition of "Magpie® is
At : Ooccasion I found that T need

prpdias than tIrE-e_trucle. "Light Fantastic®. The masag;?hkiﬁ
’\him BE was - "It is proposed to replace lighting at High St
*ulti Storey car k wi vt

fluorescent lamps whi
per annum in energy ) iy
ment in light output.
£70,000 investment,
PArxs." The investment, at High Street will be repaid in 1
than two years. In the domestic situation, with no new Hiriﬁ
or fittings, CF lamps take over two years to

B3y for themselves
and there is no increase in light output. The City Engineer's
report, from which the article was compiled, went on to say -

"Initial assessments indicate that there would not be the same
return on investment at the other multi-storey car parks.®
Therein lies the problem; it's not the Council's fault; they do
mthavemneyﬂcndngdomthe?mmﬂaustepss they cannot be

expected to afford major capital investment which will not Ry
for itself in the short term.

The point is that conversion to CF lamps represent an immediate
saving in energy consumption and should be undertaken even if
the return on investment is not achieved for 10 or 20 years. As
local authorities camnot be expected to commit themselves to
capital investments with such long term payback timescales, it
should be the responsibility of central government to provide
grants, or at least interest free loans, to enable such work to
take place. mmﬂﬁgommtmmmmwMI&
ment such energy saving initiatives which are so necessary for
the future good of our natural and global environment? Over to
you, Mr. Heseltine!

Is Light Wasted — Imstillmtmwirmdﬂﬁ;themrage
street lamp does not waste emergy by radiating its 1ight over

old this int of
view. It mldbeatelpwmimﬂummm,mil
{(if inde=d they have reflectors). street light famm
the ground it would appear that light i’-m-iabmwm“_ o
240 degrees. Mwuldmw&atlmm*:'m”b;
quite sufficient. I often cycle home along e
is weil 1it, on cloudy nights, hyli@:tsl'ﬂlfa-lﬂlg avay,

Page Two

l

//é

TJhe New Improved Manchegter Wildlife

the proposition that the Manchester Wildlife Trust
register as a trust and become an Unincorporated Voluntary
Association to be renamed Manchester Wildlife. The main reason
for this was because of the requirements of the 1989 Companies
Act which had put undue financial and administrative burdens on
- if the legal obligations were to be met. Directors
Trust felt that our member's subscriptions were better
for the benefit of urban wildlife rather than in meeting
accountancy and legal bills. At the EGM, those present
members who sent in proxy votes agreed that the change of
status was appropriate. So we are now Manchester
Wildlife. The aims and objectives of the new group will be much
as they were previously and the accounts will be kept to the

/r

Unity Relly (Treasurer),
13 mﬂ A\me;
Rusholme,

Manchester. M14 4DP
Tel. (061) 226 4583

Tel. (061) 437 7040

Did You Rnow? -—— Siemens are the world's leading supplier of
nuclear power plants. (Guardian 18/6/90) They have their head-
quarters mm-awmw b i ’{ :
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; Environmen Week, *ﬁ,::fge,‘
L un and about Manchegler's

Ta g N E.“*‘?'Aiﬂr“i‘fﬁﬁn,.,m:-nﬁyt:;.?ﬁ‘\‘.f‘;é:‘;
Do you "go green" for a o

week and
the other fifty one? No of course t}‘m];orevert &
concentrate so many environmental act
did you spot the "time warp*

some 20 people eagerly awaiting a guided tour and he explained

by Unit, Rej the genesis of the scheme; a plea from local householders who
2 ¥ found that the demolition of farm out-buildings would deprive

o ngheir® swallows & martins of a much used nesting place. This
You think iy he]_;afor call for help was picked up by Ian Brown who liaised with Peel

lvities § Holdings and between them, came Up with the idea of reconstruc-

in the o nto one ; . ’
comprehensive pening sen 2 small barn, in the quietest cormer of the site, with en
Environmental N;et:(fai;t ﬂ;iwt together by the GreaE:I;oe Of the ;li;?g{-,e facilities to tempt the choosiest hirondine. Peter told
Environment Week 1990_;" Hachiasked; "What will you be"g"o'chestax . us how his company had taken expert advice and with the support
across the & ; PPLlly, the amazing yariet ing for | of Salford's Planning Officer, Roger Jolley, spent about £10000
hopes, tat oY, A1l taok place in 199]. g " | Duilding this barn using reclaimed materials, suitably "rustic-
= all our readers took part in at 1 chester Wildlige ated", to attract the regulars and also provide for a possible
certainly enjoyed putting together €ast one of tpe, = return of bats and barn owls, which had bred nearby in recent
Was even contacted by the Daily Mirror our contribution - ta. years. Anthony then spotted a single swallow using the roof en-
News, our only cotmt What a shame that the trance - it almost raised a cheer. Recent reports confirm that
ported on  two environmental y-wide daily paper, only the barn is now well occupied by swallows. Everyone has gained
Councillor Amold Spencer danc matters during the week; with from this exercise and MW has now created a significant pocket
Square and a oy 4 maypole in Albert of interest in, and goodwill towards, the work of the Group, in

informati ¢

to all the excel ve but of 1i Salford.

?‘mim at making Mancunians u];Ent and innovative activi:tié:

i ; environment ‘ re active in caring for their Butterfly Survey Launch

by the 19th of May, the sun had returned and brought out many

MA(T) launched its own p Orange-tips, Wall Browns, other seasonal butterflies and about
bring a display to the m by taking up an invitation to 15 people for the launch of the MW Butterfly Survey at Priory
May. It was obvious that a the Square on Sunday the 12th of Gardens, Sale. This is an attractive and less well known area

d gone into thi of the Mersey Valley. So much so, that the ever helpful Ann
s Preparation and hard ¥ ey ' P
svent i Shelley from the Warden Service (Visitor Information) got lost

though looking for the butterfly hunters! And hunting is just what we
0 he::mr visitors. g‘:ﬁozgpiw the stall lnldersa ;::é: did, tirelessly searching out the tiny eggs of the Orange-tip
Square clearly enjoyeq th;em Who found their way to | OO the abundant Lady's Smock. Led and encouraged by the entomo-
pe:ham In our revampeq exhibiti ves and were certainly in- logical "guru" of the Mersey Valley, Peter Hardy, we meandered
Alace v Teetar. Dy Centre " 't ¥as never really busy. ! like slow motion butterflies, through sheltered meadows and
where to mle 30. 'The alem a Sunday is just not the = JroosY embankments. We did our best to absorb and interpret the
a "green event the kind of peopie ..hg“ @ Saturday afternoon is subtleties of what it is that make particular micro-habitats
Wouldn't normally go near :‘1";:01‘-1‘?2 to butterflies, as larvae and adults. There were
Official y of pauses for photography and egg searches. The Butter-
Opening of Svallow Nesting Rouse - fly Survey is our most ambitious long term project to date.
The evening of the 15t l Though the weather has been so unseasonal, it's not teo late to
Pite this, a good crowd. op L. 25 VerY cold ang ~ start recording on your chosen patch. Even more importamt to
&V the recancyy cororcy oF, IOStly local people, tali it des- | Tacord alghtings of butterfiies (2d beoode) in the a8 summer

. Swallow House" out to and autum as a base 1ine for 1992.

- And what of next year? On the 18th of May I attended the A.G.M-.
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pairbrother Group Urban Wildlife Partnergy
of the oup — in Bradford. The meeting l’ilgd‘aour o

nal pressure group
national P s familiar?) and our counterparts i , "desy
Bradfurd

ttendance (sound

2 sneffield remarked that their week had been go oo

ovents that many did not attract the audience they a’émea Wit

wWould an Environment Month be better (but not if the ey orveq,
The whole point of environmentaj actis:;mtli arp

quadrupled)?

sphereE: is that it should be sustainable. We cgyig

manage the next pub meeting! sca’-'caly
i

Danigh ErLer;gCLg Initiatives
AFRO WINDMILL PARK br- dcnimagigl

In September, last year, I went to Odense in Denmark vith
Manchester Environmental Group on an exchange visit to the
Danish Energy Initiatives. Study

We visited the island of Aero, which is situated off the
coast of Svendborg, Funen. Aero has a population of 9,000 and
an area of 88 square kilometres, which is mostly small arabje
farms. The windmill park is situated on the south coast, o
productive farmland, facing a regular westerly wind. It vas
opened in 1985, when it was the largest in Denmark. There are
eleven wind turbines, each with a capacity of 55 kilowatts,
which are connected into the main island electricity network.

The project was initiated by a small group of people from &
variety of backgrounds who, after a public meeting on the poss-
ibilities of renewable energy, set up the Aero Wind Energy (o
operative in 1983. Local residents could be shareholders M
buying the number of kilowatt hours (kWh) equivalent to theif

own consumption. The total cost was 6.3 million Dani;ll;e g:

(£630,000), two thirds coming from private :Lmr-‘zst:orsl-wc |

mainder was provided by the Danish Government and the elevel
Park was mostly constructed by local businesses and the it
55Kw turbines are controlled by a central computer ‘mil hdlere isd
ors power and output. Steering is automatic and!ds down %
smaller 11Rw generator which is used for wind »roduction ak
3.9m/sec. The main 55Kw generators have maxmum oading- e
12.5m/sec and are automatically protected from overl total

Park produces over 1,500,000kWh annually (about zefq—?ﬂ"“d |

consumption.of the island) and a typical family ar heatind*

In 1988, Denmark had a total of 2,500 wind generators but it is °
doubtful that wind power could ever provide a substantial pro-
portion of our present energy requirement. The windmill park at
Aero has however proved that wind power can be an attractive
commercial proposition in satisfying local energy requirements.

Aero island is not a prime site in Denmark for wind power pro-
duction as it is protected from the North Sea by the Mainland
of Jutland. Even on Jutland the wind speeds are less than those
achieved on the Atlantic coasts of Scotland, Wales, Cornwall &
Within the European Community, Great Britain has the

Ireland.
greatest potential for utilising wind energy. (So where can we
have a windmill park to meet local needs. - Ed.) //

March Hare by Jim Lepldug

o
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The ~
Swthmlti Experience Eco-Day for children, hosted by the new
3 themmsterlath Watch Group at Parrs Wood Rural Studies Centre
i = wgg b;y Was a tremendous success. Many thanks to all
tmmir e “smslped or brought along their offspring. MW send
e i to the new Warden, Mrs. Mary Sales (biologist
Harringrwey. meme teacher) who comes to Parrs Wood RSC from
ey ey also send greetings to Jo Fraser who has become
Shom tos mff;'f_gmtion Officer. Some MW members will know Jo
Ecology Park and the great 1990 Newt Rescue./

Special Scientigj The NCC has designated over 5000 Sites of
C Interest; 200 were damaged in one year. //

per year, used f
Yy or 15-20,000kWh if electricity is 9l _Mdpie Summer 1g;
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by Anthony PT'E]_E

/1srT 0 PORDS AT DAGENHAM
ot with Don Trower at Fords, about their art.
polloving my CONBACE T, o Bank (see spring Magpie), I had an
ificial Kingfiﬂmite yhenever I wished. whilst visiting my
tour the ? docided to take up the offer and phoned Don

ts in mrd;rrt.w for the morning of Monday the 25th.

. on a windy but sunny day, ve were met by
Arriving at w&gcrzﬁndothe site. We had the advantage of hig
pon who slnﬂmﬂd obvious love for it. To illustrate his "sit and
mawleege (Don's description), he had numerous before ang
1éatant DO previously written about the types of

. He had
aftEt:e %raphsce work carried out - in "both pretty pretty s
% areas® within the 200 acres of green area on the 600/700

lise that most
¢ the site. It did not take me long to rea

ﬁreih: areas were fairly small and "pretty pretty", and that
the planting was mainly Of non-native species.

There are about 14 people working for Don, and he "answers" to
Managers and a General Manager - all of whom come from the ord-
inary workforce of Fords. I believe that none had any special
knowledge or "calling" when they started; it was, as Don put
it, just a job. However, I could not help being "infected" by
Don's obvious enthusiasm and love for his work, and the fights
that he described whenever a patch of land becomes "vacant".

Wnat T found a little difficult to understand was that, despite
advice from the London Wildlife Trust (I presume in the initial
ﬁ’;ﬁsé t:houE}ia this was not mentioned), there is a lot more
or native planting everywhere. However, bably for
convenience, they bring in a nursery for advice mp:oparticular
‘ﬁ:a' and are then provided with plants (hence the lack of nat-
s ;::re:ies). One other thing which I thought hard to justify,
il thiirs wtim terms, was the purchase of two Black
; ired somewhat when one of these (ungrateful)

eave for new lodgings!

I also learned

had probanyy m;hat there is a rare Saltwort on the site, which
There is a gizeabye wild on one of Ford's lorries from Spain:
bis team onty yigry jr 0 383, Which is protected, and Don and
there, and gopg o to‘h:\e 2 year. They have breeding fores
have even been photographed feedind

91
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ite a few negative feelings above, I have to admit that Don
has to contend with some quite appalling problems; 1ike railvay
1ines embedded in concrete! These problems have been overcome,
and Don admitted that whilst at fi.FSt, most of the areas were
wpretty pretty"”, in an attempt to gain acceptance from the Man-
agement there is now strong backing from both the Management

the workforce, all of whom seemed to know Don, which has

md " " ¥
created a willingness to "muck in" and help him when necessary.

on a sad note, it looks like the proposed Al3 road (Rainham
Marshes) will be built right over the site (including the King-
fisher Bank!). Don and his Manager seem resigned to this; they
say they will just have to build a new nesting bank elsewhere
(where have T heard this before?). //

Vertical Horticulture

Space in our city is limited; our planners seem determined to
concrete over as much land as possible to the south of the city
(how did our forefathers manage to build such splendid build-
ings before inventing town and country planning). The end res-
ult being a sufficiency of walls and buildings. These could be
improved; judicious planting of wall climbing creepers, ever-
green Ivy, Virginia Creeper, Russian Vine, to name but three.

by Jeffery G. Leach

Ivy would provide nesting sites for small birds, en
, encourage
zg.erﬂiea, insulate the building and defeat the spray gqun
e St. Many world famous buildings are Ivy covered, and scme
council houses, on Ladybarn Lane, are so enhanced. The rash

Of purpose made crinkly tin buildi
be greatly impy . Y ngs on low brick walls wou,lcc/!

mmmmmmmmmmmw

We
agaigfwsq.‘li;st heard that this problem has reared its ugly head
area of the Will remember that Trafford wished to remove their
vice ang  werSey Valley from the control of the Warden Ser-
Should be ger2de" it themselves. We contend that the Valley
mledgeﬁﬂgad, as a whole, by those who have the necessary
interegt - Skills to promote and enhance the natural history
e area. Also Countryside Commission funding could
Ann BUCKi ngham Warden Service could go. Want to protest! Phone
(Friends of the Mv), 881 1418, for details. //

Mgpie Summer o1
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News and Members' Viewg
goos AND ENDS
A most enjoyable day was had by those

wildflower mmazx ;ark to see the result of our Wildflower

. . 0 moved from the part of a Grad

ts had been b
m“s"“‘;‘gm}‘;iﬂii“ e (SBI), which is to be used for
L oss road to the new airport terminal, and they seemed to
O pave Bishop 1ed a guided tour which proved most

be rl,grri::dlqinf tive. SBI - Unfortunately, the re-

has ploughed,presm'ably by the landown-
mainder of the SBI e ts. This has resulted in the

ternational Developmen
‘:;sgig?za?of t.?ae vildflowers, including the rare Marsh Frag-
rant Orchid, a plant we were unable to save, at the transplant,
as it was on private land. We are angry at this unnecessary and
vanton destruction, but thankful the transplant saved something
from the wreckage and would like to thank those who took part.
The vildflowers which include m:m Sneezewort, Yellow-
rt, Northern Marsh Orchid and ; Some uncommon and
31 peautiful, should now be safe, as Painswick Park is in the
Green Belt. (Watch out for the second runway! -Ed.)
Mirlees - This proposed housing development, by Barratt
and others, has been rejected after the public inquiry. We bel-
ieve the main grounds were loss of open space and noise. Again,
we thank John Turner for his work at the inquiry.
Commmity Forest for ? - These forests are planned for
various areas of the country. Greater Manchester might get ome.
This could be west of Wigan, which would be very pleasant but a
little remote for those on the east side. Perhaps a few smaller
forests would be best and as the west side of Stockport has few
woodlands of any size, why not start there. Councillor Stenson,
of Heald Green, has suggested that land north of Cheadle Royal
mlgtl t;md be mitatgal‘e. We would endorse this but first we
make sure t the r
the site, does not take place. oction deelopmat, SopCElS
ofma Bread Blue Tits - Margaret Chorlton reports that because
st :"““ﬁgﬂ of caterpillars, the Blue Tits in her garden have
mi:“-" ed almost entirely on brown bread. Despite her initial
i wﬁ;}' have ’;E;:Ied Her zifldﬂouers have flourished m;
nectar gt number of bees which became full
that they were hardly able to fly. 5
-lﬂnfieldmtktortheﬂnsen Survey of
Phase T Surveys have e s, ¢ PaPervork in vell in hand
us hope these are fu)1y rted for Stockport & Tameside. Le
incorporated into the District's UDPS:

PmSixxegn
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M‘ - ‘{ou.should have received an Bvents List
T has nearly run its course but here is an update:
in June- : jay 10th ~ Pub Meeting - Parrs Wood Hotel, Parrs

208 school Lane, East Didsbury. Time 7.30pm. 437 7040.
B e s fos e
. 34 stone Ave., ntley se Estate, Jack

Ials RO ine, M5 SLD. (A-Z 105 E3/S9 Fl) Time 7.30cm. Ring
Cresc e f1at 34, awalt reply and door vill be opened remtely.
. sunday 6th - The Wellbeing Fair - Reynold Building,
gMIST. 10 am to 6 pm- Manchester Wildlife will be on Stand 51.
october: Tuesday 8th - Pub Meeting - As September 10th.
october: Friday 11th - "Flowers and Saints of Macedonia®. Slide
show by Dave Bishop. Parrs Wood RSC, East Didsbury. Time 7.30pm
November: Tuesday 12th - Pub Meeting — As September 10th.
M:msdayzath—ememlmeting—mnuewbedecided
As always, events could be organised at short notice. If you
wish tokeepnptodat.e.ﬁhymtccmetomlrmetingsorm
Tan Brown 437 7040 or Unity Kelly 226 4583.

Watch Group — CHANGE OF DATE - The September Watch Meeting will
be on the 3rd Saturday (Sept. 2lst) at Parrs Wood RSC. We apol-
ogise for any inconvenience. Subsequent meetings will revert to
the 2nd Saturday of the month. A programme will be out shortly.
The main project for the coming session will be the RSNC "River
Watch". To find out more; come to the Watch meetings or contact
Leslie Fletcher on 445 9605.

the Law - We have a report, from John Turner, of
Grey Wagtails nesting in the courtyard of the O0ld Magistrates
Court on Warren Street, Stockport.Mechickuas_mared;amd
of Court perhaps!

e d? - Bats have been seen feeding on Bradshaw Hall
u‘euinﬁmdlemlm. Don't they know they are flying across
ﬂnmmﬁﬂwpmpoeedmw-pass: A bat was also seen in

itor's garden. Like the Sky Lark in Newton Heath, it was
probably lost. The same goes for the Sparrowhawk seen there. //

f:
-~ We wish to gather information on the vacant

Of£i
nlemo:ﬂg in Greater Manchester. If you see any offices for

of et please take a note of the square footage, name
mxm‘ﬂm‘tm the address/location. Send the details
—___ditor (address on Page Three).
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tarted before the day, at 4.15 am, tq
Monday 6th f“ha):oﬁz.l. e ;i'ts,es T had reconnoitred at 7 am on botp
do my "Dawn y! (During the three da}.rs I saw a total of 44
Saturday fimd S)WI‘daspénb a few hours listening to, and recording,
bird Specles: ¢ summer visitors at Hardy Farm and Chorlton Ees,
:—.;2: glﬁmmmm acted as musical accompaniment to my 6 am

breakfast.

' a rest at home) I was off to Parrs Wood,
Mnﬁag gigc;: l{-;aagtg;ent 5 hours, on Sunday, helping out - in-
cluding my earning myself a "Golden Mop" Award for cleaning out
the kitchen! Tan and I manned the Manchester Wildlife stall and
we promoted our Butterfly Survey (no Sainsburys, at the request
of Parrs Wood) and gained two new nmi:erships: During the day I
replayed my "Dawn Chorus" recordings, upon which the RSPB stall
helpers got out their "tick lists"! We met Anthony Doyle (a new
member, from Didsbury) who asked us to call, in the evening, to
see a wood, near his home. Then there was this chap who seemed
to make a hobby of finding exotic snakes near Chorlton. "Black
Garter" snakes and even a 13' "Boa Constrictor"! Apparently you
put them in a sealed container and hand them into the police.
(there's one at every event!)

I could have happily fallen asleep, standing up, except for the
prospect of the woodland visit. Ian, Unity, and T had a "meet-
ing at the 0ld Cock Inn (where Unity really "unwound" ... zzz),
and Tan and I left to go to Anthony Doyle's house; no we didn't
leave Unity there, honest! After partaking of his hospitality
(excellent Brandy ... mmm!) we went to explore an area, totally
unknown to me for 11 years; a small wooded valley, to the rear
of Ashfield Lodge on Palatine Road. The valley was covered with
Bluebells, and many other plants including Pignut (except where
the owners had "casually" tipped!). Anthony told us that there
1s an active and breeding fox population, and even bats.

This area must be protected from further ti £rice/
pping, and o

real ok development. I had to pinch myself to believe that an

area so beautiful existed within 20 minutes of my home, had re-

mained hidden from me for such still
awake!Andsotobed....zzzzalmgtimandthatlwas I
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Bat Group -
i g'erC Bat Group - Steve Garl

information etc.) Keith Taylor - 793 7335

868 (day)
0a08 0% aﬁxd - 0204 22311 (day)

Insects Egeter H;rdy _ 969 4771 (evenings & weekends)
RSPB-Stockport - Tony O'Neill - Q62 2449

i - Simeon Rydz — 434 2720
RSPB-Manchester

Trust Conservation Volunteers
giltizhmtrhé:: - Shelagh Aston - 275 3146 (day) 928 2223
-

Traf - day)

Salf ford - Brian Taylor - 872 7640 (

sbodigrﬁ _ Kim Porter 0625 874729 (evenings & weekends)
Bury Wildlife & Countryside A. G. - Dave Bentley - 724 8602

Cheshire Conservation Trust (Stockport and Tameside Group)
l-:e Julia Mottishaw (Secretary) 494 7831

Friends of the Earth - Neil Lea - 789 8880

Friends of the Mersey Valley - Ann Buckingham - 881 1814
Mersey Valley Wardens - Sale 905 1100 - Chorlton 881 5639
This 1list will help you to contact the correct organisation.

Conservation groups wishing to be included on future lists -

please let us know and maybe, in return, we could be simil-
arly featured in the publications of others.

Copyright Manchester Wildlife 82 Crantock 5, il

Stockport. SK8 3HA Tel 437 7040 Heald Green,

ect, we cannot D
tgor any mistakes in the téxt. Likewisgf a?}lgergmm 31:
ertakes any Project based on information from this newslet .
ter does so at their own risk. eb-;

The “I«hgpien i ! 3
Opinions E}mre:s;gat}n;ws letter of Manchester Wildlife — the

rein are not necessarily those of MA.




1“11*1-‘1 FCATION FOR
MEMBERSHIP

(2 Please send me details of Life Membership

|
|
|
' ¢ Y .
Name (Mr/Mrs Mixs M) : \
Address \
\ |
17§
Postoode | § p
Fais s NN '
Phone number e A |
N K
Subscription rates | r_, ’ ‘
| | \V/ A
Q) Family membership W { ;{’
Q Individual membership 8 I| !
(Q Reduced membership | ‘ \
(Senior Citizen, Unwaged, Under 10) & A\
0O Schools, Groups and Societies A6 t '
|
: 1
0 1 enclose a donation of & . which 1 understand !
will go towards the funding of local nature and £
conservation work. "'i"’%’t

0 1 am interested in sponsoring & Newsletter and/or ‘
leaflet. Please send me further details. ATSH

=R

Q1 may be able to sponsor tools, trees or other materials ﬁ U \
in gxclnange for publicity and would like to discuss this. 1“/ g

|

l

I

|

|

Please send completed forms with cheques made

ayable to Manchester Wildlife
1o: '

. l S
Unity Kelly i
13 Ruskin Avenue Space here for Sponsor's
Rusholme Name + Dy r
S ‘f’ Logo + Phone No.

M14 4DP Inquiries to Editor - 061 437 7040




