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free 'to non bembers, atter which an annual
subscription costs &z . Please contact the

Bembership Secretary whose address is printed on
the back page.
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printed on page two.

January 19388

L L R R R R R R R O R R R R R R R R ————

WHOSE CELEBRATION?

Dage 4




EDITORIAL
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television progra

The growing number Of to the tact t

‘green' magazines are witness i
knowledgeable and more intgrgstu '
inroads across ‘the pniltlcal
conference (red, Orange, green’, eyen s
illustrates the desire oi many to rea{lgn 1. e
indeed Simon Hugbes and other Liberals have p

themselves ‘Green’.

Over the next couple of months we really need to pull ﬁgﬁftf:ré lgﬁtrs?ée
system is talling apart round our ears. e have n-c'e_ver 5w ;;};nnot b_vi
like this. The problems which are showing 60 atr?ng.gi‘ Liypeed :
remedied using traditional methods of educationm, production, hea care
etc. The Green Message will shine like a beacon.

But we must be seen and heard. lt anyone has ideas on election strategy,
meetings, events, tundraising or anything which will enable us to get right
to the heart of the electorate by May, then now is the time to make that
suggestion and help the tew active people who are struggling to keep this
branch atloat. We can do well in May it everyome contributes just a little.
Please, let's do it! For South Manchester.

Bruce

| recently received through the post a communication trom “Sunuser Ltd."
ofrering me the "opportunity to have a subsidised solar heating system". |
know nothing ol this company and would like to hear trom anybody who knows
anything ot them or has received a similar communication. [heir head ottice
i; at 197 Buslingthorpe Lane, Leeds L37 2Dy, and they have a registered
ottice at lgY-137, Stamtord Hill, London Nio 5LQ.

fnere will be no news sheet this time, the next edition oz i 2
(b b
be out tor the beginning ot March. y Green will

EQITORIAL POLICY To promoie the iceals of & @raen society +o
inform of relevant events and ideas and to act as a farum' for
aﬁx group or individual who 1n the view of the editprial
collective 1s/are likely o be influenced by or contribute *a
tha _develo%ment of Green thought 404 Yo ancourage  and
facilitate the development of local Green pardy palicy AAd 1o
sncouraga the farmation and development =:f£ local parties ana
pean groups in Greater Manchesiar A8A To encourage greener
- lifestyles 0Ad No view will be expressed which fosters prej-
udice or discrimination against anZ section of the community
488 Notice will be given of editorial collective meetings
which all members and supporters will be welcome to attend apd |




POLL TAX

When elected in 1979 The Conservative Party pledged to ov
the rating system and produce a fairer one in 1its place The
theory was that the new "fairer" system would iron  ou
anomol ies of people on opposite sides of streets paying dif
rates.

Its systematic attacks on local government have now enabled it
to use the further argument that people would , under poll tax,
ensure that local council expenditure became accountable.

The truth or not of this statement is largely irrelevant: since
the inception of our systems of taxation never have governments
permitted us to decide on allocations of tax revenues. Rather the
implications are that the white heterosexual majority wrlkl  not
allow “special treatment" for minorities. The implications are in
f+act horrendous.

When seen in parallel with the Government’s recent attach (ulg}
“gay propaganda" this in fact constitutes a huge setback for the
rights of a section of society which was for a long time hidden,
and to a large extent still is.You probably have some gay friends
in fact who haven®t even told you. Just as our society was
reaching the point where being gay was nothing to get over—anxious
about, AIDS came along and blew evervithing apart.

Rut I°ve wandered off the point a little:the poll tax is a huge
gon:it has nothing to do with equality except egual treatment +for
the equally desperate: it will attack the young and thes old, the
poor and the very poor. MWith (further)? BGovernment changes in
social  security soon EVERYONE will have to pay at least 204 of

rates (then the poll tax if it's implementedl, putting a great
hurden on some — it will inevitably force more people out of their
homes.Meanwhile Mr & Mrs Thatcher . in  their lavish Dulwich

ei
e

ratirem=ant home will be about £2000 per vear better off.48t the
same time millions of families have less than £2000 to spend atter

buving food alone. They will be worse off!

Many people will doubtless not register to wvote. Even the
Bovernment figwes assume the cost of chasing up these people and
administering the poll tax will be ridiculously high comparsd to
ratesiwe will be throwing away 25% of what we collect. The bGovern-—
ment has stated that the electoral register will not be used when
‘gollecting the “community charge" ., in an attempt to distance
itself from the more apt “"poll tax".They say library cards.bus—
pass applications and other records will be used. Surely it would
»hn !aaier to use the electoral register®Never mind. The Government

~denied the suggestion that personal identity cards,

Lg every person, are also up the pipelin=s.Not long ago
Phrkjnsnn denied that the electricity industry would he
~w&m1m

I haven’t covered all the reasons to oppose the poll tax here.In
: gghp near futurg I'm sure we’ll hear a lot more about it. The Green
5 ﬂ&uﬁ&&-,&:xﬂppﬂﬁe@ to it and,with your support,will be working to
= See that it is not implemented.Never in this country’s history has

i'ﬁg}hytpa?; : succeasfully levied-it was tried &00 vears ago. It

ad %@ﬂﬂu ular demand and the King was forced to accept

2 dﬁ,The power structure of our society is slightly

grant these days but the people of Britain can defeat it.
- ngkln.tQF World has such a system succeeded.

: 115 meeting we had recently, a press release

tq_thﬁ§% th Manchester Reporter" in which it was stated
' Government proceed with the proposals, against
the British people, the Green Party will
f civil disobedience. This will involve
Nhllst continuing to register to voteg
ay for local government by different
~this is civil discobedience and not tax

- éf“ihe Government will be working on
obiections.
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bemallam,tlebnstralian
Bicentemmial ‘Celebratioms’ bave arrived.
Already, in the preChristmas bype, Posters
l.q:rhavemdethep:nntmtheir
advertisiag bhoardisgs. Sc what has this got
to do with us?

fwe fumcred years ago the first white seftlers
2rrived o= the South East cesst of Ausiralia and
cecizred the comiimemt 2 ‘barvem lamd®, whnlch ®eant
that there were mo people there, jJust Tlora, fauma
amz lamgd reaoy for the taking.

inls declarailom made the subsequent sysiematic
sizagnter, torture, TEDE, 1mprisonment ang
gersecwilos of the #bovigimal people lawtul, ihe rich
f=md= arcumd ithe co2sts were {akem from ine
fcorigisal Imhabitamis amd put 1Mo the hamds of the
pew celouial govermment ame private seiilers, It is
gctimmstee ihei over & miliiom biack people were
kiilea, sot Berau=e they Tought back, but because 1t
¥=5 C[oEvemlent — after all, 2 dead person CaARot OWR
izme,

toerzga=l people are mot recogaised umder the
fSesirziizs Constitutiom, ihey have mo righits either
2= owmers ef lasd or as c1i1zems of Austraila, 1m
spite oi the fart that the oldest examples of humzn
srtisiic expressiom a2re i be found om ADoTigInal
s2crec lzeC on0 are thoughi to be over 100,000 years

ihe ‘pass laws® used by the Ausiraiianm Government
Steriguais were later wsed as the model for the
Seuth Airicam laws umder fpartheid, In the past twe
., 3t least % @boriginal peopie have cied in

P S

sore thaw 1n South Africa,

€ contimue to live 1n ‘inirg
ed from their iradiiiomal land
- Feservations, Baby amd 1nfant

WEICr" S

Lﬁt him eat alone.

CELEBRATION?>

in tnis year of ‘celebratlon’ for White Austrg|,

the fighi for lana rights contliues. Frime Mip;s.
Bob nagure proposed that white Austral
acknowledge past 1njustices (o the ADOT1ginal
betore the ‘celebrations’, [he response 1rom
parties, including multinaiionals, Tignt win
even from within Bob Hawke's own Labour F
peen hostile,

Instead ot ammending the originzl comstitution tg
recognise that Aboriginal people were 1ihere before
the ‘Europeans, Bob Hawke reduced his otfer to 2z
watered down ‘compact’, whilst 1n response 1ihe
pMinister for Aboriginal Affairs has iaken the Drave
step of boycotting the ‘celebratioms’ after pressure
from Aboriginal groups,

ihe Hawke Govermment 15 feariul ot the embarrasaent
that such boycotis wilil Lzuse during
‘celebrations’ 1t the appalling state of
Aboriginal people 15 exposed o the rest of

¥ A

o o
.l
m om om o

world, |Ihe cubseguent possibiiifies of massiv
fboriginal clzims for compensatlon has Trightensg the
Government a2nd their bedfellows, MInIng Companiss anc
other multinaiionals have further swayeg Hawke 1ntc

Gacking out of his election

Aboriginal pecpie,

prosises 1o the

ihe whole situation, borm out of :mperialism,
T2C15A, gresc End Oppression, makes ine
‘celebrations” 1irrelevant and 1nsulting to Aboriginal
people and they have requested that pecple boycott
the ‘celebrations®,

Steph NMoans

BELIE VY AT Y

it someone burnt down your
bome, murdered your ramily,
raped ithe women as well.

Then put on a party and
asked you to come —
Wouid you be partners 1in this?

Weli that's what happened in
‘88 - neariy two hundred years
ago. And that party is not iong orz.

S0 don’t seil our souls for the
white man‘s goid



TRANSPORT

A few weeks ago we held an informal discussion

on transport. In
the Future we plan to have meetings on other subjects. I hope
people will feel free to come along, both to learn and to teach.
Meetings will hopefully give rise to policy formation,campaigning,
press releases etc.

We discussed a wide range of issues, both general and specific.
Sometimes conclusions could be drawn, other times we could point
to improvements.

Firstly it should be noted that in a green society there ould
be far less need for transport; there would be reductions in
transportation of goods, reductions in levels of commuting and

less nesd to travel to obtain goods. Therefore we have to balance
the long term needzs for moves towards local, sustainable econo
with short term nesds of reducing congestion and improving
and amenability, within the current framework.

The council is spending a lot of money on widening and improving

certain

Foads

quickly a= possible,

to create a ring road around the
clanning department’s

gratcaeiey 15 EO

E kv,

move tTraffic

thus encouwraging it.

MTRE.
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around
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However, only 3 small percentage of Mancheste
zccess to car, =so the emphasis should be away fr
therefore applaud the council’s policy of d15cnurdg1ng
the city centre. But there need to be more pedesirian
cycle—lanes and 3 full revision of bus routes and pric1
of the wvehicles themselves, taking into consideration the
the siderly ., the disabled and mothers with children.

be totaily oppose out—of—town “shopoing cities® because
discriminate agsinst the non—car—owning maiority, encourage need-—
les=s travel for those with cars and will inevitably run down local
shops and communities, as well as encroaching on greenbelt land.

There are plans for a tramlike system in the city centre, which
we favour. However the Light Rapid Tranmsit system will not be com—
pleted +for several years — who knows what kind of congestion we
will have by then? There must be plans to combat this congestion -
Premotion of traim travel, cycling, and car and taxi-sharing. This
Government nowever doeses not help the situation @ company car sub-—-
sidies exceed public transport subsidies!

The council should follow European initiatives {(as they have
started to in Leicester), by preventing through—traffic in resid-
ential aress. It should also improve many road Jdunctions for
cyclists and pedestrians.

We are zlso opposed to the plans to expand the airport. There is
no need for it. We also oppose the notion of a Channel Tunnel: it
will destroy Kent simply for Mrs Thatcher®s glory and profit for a
few. 1t cannot be emphasised more that the profit of the Channel
Tunnel BGroup is the prime motivation — a very powerful pressure
group indeed! Money.

Future meetings and issues of City Green will examine
aspects of transport with the aim of influencing council

fq...g‘lf they don’t get around to it fast enough.
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A Message from our Press Officer:

I have had several dealings with our /:\[\
local rag,the 'South {anchester
Reporter' recently.we have already

had two turns in the 'political slot

on the letters page. A recent press BOO KS
release on our Strong oppositi&n to

the poll tax was also given good cov- \

erage to the point of beins exagzer- WANTED
ated;we were only calling for civil

disobedience not cibil disorder as
the headline proclaimed - it will be

any) there will be to that.T welccme
any feedback from readers on the sort

of imsge you think we should be proj- ;EEEéézZéé
ecting in the media. 3

The result of that press release, THE

rlus acchat with reporter Peter Bossley
brings home the extent to which we fail
to use the 'Reporter'.Most 'letters to
the Editoe' get printed,unless too ram-
bling or obscene,so there is an excell-
ent chance to get our views across to
140,000 people.Anyone can write a let-
ter as an individual but if you write Contact:
one and sign it as representing the
Green Party,please check it with either

Colin or myself before sending it. F\l -
an ond Linds

Finally,I need help if we are to dev-
of any other twigling

interesting to see what reaction (if
B Y Levenshulme

elop better use of all the local media;
you may have noticed my name against
several ' jobs' on the back of this
newsletter - I would like to see a
'press and publicity' task groun.Please

contact me as soon as possible if you green action panel

want to be part of this exciting ne-

team.
Brian Candeland. e R
- TWIGS

Hello, this is me as your twig co—-ordinator here.

There 1s now one twig in operation as of this moment, well done
 evenshulme. There are also two prototwigs, one in the Barlow moor
area and one in Whalley Range/Chorlton. Where are the rest of you?
It is of vital importance that we get these prototwigs going and
start other ones in other parts of Manchester. If we an’z do this
e e are

we might as well give up and stay at home, which is wha
doing mostly anyway.

s a decentralist party we must be mor e in ﬁouch with h;ocal
issues, and twigs are the way of doing }t.IF i=s alED'd FWdy ‘Df
getting you involved.Ilf people are nqt going to get thlngz- gD}ng
how are we to achieve our shared GbJ?CthE,' ;fter all 1f_ :?i
didn’t believe in a green future why did you Jﬂ1n'thetﬁreen Party”
If we all donated one hour per week to green activities we wou}g
@Etvsa‘muth more done than we do at the mnment? that peap}e wgfl_
béﬁiﬁ'tn‘believe we a capable of winning elections, changing the

world, and saving the planet.

not what the green party can do for you but what you can do
the party.
; >§§ﬂ peace John F. Kennedy. s




Report on the ey
8V Ares Contference on January 16th, by Colin Kirby

This was the fi
rst ever '
S W laree turnot - ex;:::eConlerence beld in the city of Manchester. If

+ d then we were 1
between 20 zng Wilenra 1o ety sorely disappointed, as only

Despite a 12-00 noon s

3 tart t
started Slightly later 0 allow people to get there, the meeting

3 than scheduled, with a one hour chunk of business
:ﬁécﬁu;:?i;iﬁ? the elections for the two unfilled Area posts-Press Officer
s R 'act. Both posts only had one person standing for them so it
Y :?rlSe to find that they both won. George Bowler, who already
i WO posts of Treasurer and Membership Secretary added a third as

€a contact, while Chris Vhite became the Press Officer depite making a
wholly unnecessary speech on why we should elect him.

After lunch we had two sets of two simultaneous workshops. The first pair
were on Greening the local community and the idea of a Futures conference.
I can only speak for the Greening the local community work shop which had
N0 new ideas but merely emphasised the need to make sure we get the message
across in all our activities.

The other pair were on the European elections and the concept of a Horthern
Green party. In the Euro-elections we have 5 seats definitely to be
contested, leaving 5 more yet to be done. The Northern Green party concept
still has a long way to go yet.

The last session consisted of the rest of the business carried over from
before lunch.

E

Hello its me again wearing my election coordinator’s hat.

There are several elections on the horizom: those in May for the
EEE e and eslaghtly further in the future, the Euro-
 elections.

the May slectionz we need candidates now. We probably will be
to cover more wards this time than ever before probably 14,
: not consider putting your self Fforward a5 a3 potential
e.Its not a= bad 3= it zounds az most will be paper
es,involving little work, and no personal risk.Please
let me know immediately if you are willing to help.Put
newsletter, pick up the phone and do itiyou’ll get me

tion to field a Ewro-candidate in the 19389
z = Central.This is part of the MW ares
near a complete slate as possible so as to
e.It will require vast sums of money and
le campaign, start savng both now.We will
2, if you want to be considered...



If

january 30 Paper collection at the
usual place. Contact Hugh to oifer

your help.

February # Business meeting — At
Colin's 7-30pm

February 3 Levenshulme twig meeting at
Alan and Linda‘s 8pm

February 4 ¥War on ¥ant Public meeting
“Poveriy: South Airica and the
irontlipe states” an illustrated talk
by Tess Kingham, HNational Appeals
Officer of ¥ar On V¥ant and talk by
Liam Black, recently returned from
South Africa.Town Hall 7-30 pm.

February 11 Editorial collective
meeting Bruce's 8-00pm. If no-one
turns up there will be no more
newsletters.

February 20 Rally against Clause 28 oif
the Local Goverment Bill. Meet at All
Saints lpm, Festival 3pm.

Sehemary 200 treen Farty @ Public
Heeting, Talk by Granville V¥illiams
from the Campaign 1for Press and
Broadcasting Freedom. white Swan,
Green Sireet, Ladybarn 7-30pm.

Harch 16 to 23 Central America Veek.
Yarious events.

March 19 Greem Fair, Altrincham and
Sale Greem Party. Sale Civic Theatre,
adjacent to Sale Town Hall, 10am4pm.

There were ifew people at the recent
discussion meeting on Health. In view
of the current situation this was
rather surprising. If you would like
to participate in another meeting on
health, please contact Bruce.

anyone Knows of anything else going on
plma activate the telephone network .

FPlease note that some of these
have changed and that in most
cases help is required in the task
group surrounding the post.

Branch contact ¢ secretary
Brian Candeland 23 Tintern Ave,
W. Didsbury ( 434 7116 )

Fundraising ¢ treasurer
Guy Otten , 21 Ballbrook Av. , M20
( 445 0218 )

Mernbearship , materials FLUCRIDE
Stave & Beryl Clarke , 82 Milwain
Rd , Levenshulme ( 225 1347 )

Newslatter editorial collective
c/o Bruce Bingham , 39 Whallaey
Grove , W.Range ( 227 9167 )

Prass & publicity
Brian Candeland as above

Elections and twig co-ordinator
Colin Kirby , flat 1, 16/18 Whalley
Fd. W.Range

Paper collections
Hugh Walters, B0 Mauldeth Rd
West , Withington (434 9239)

Fiecruitrent
Joseph Otten, 80 Kirkrnanshulme
Lane, Longsight (256 2201)

Levenshulme twig contactis:
Alan and Linda hing,<i Windsor Kd.

Levenshulme (224 7122)

Telephona network
Mary Candeland , as for Brian;
ahove .

If you want to be kept in touch

with  what's going on join the
natwork now!

Membership rates

lowiunwoged  £5-00

stondard £10-00
jiont £15-00
joint-low £3-00




