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Circulating TUMOUrs concerpin €.co.uk Some time ago (see Magpie 39 - Spring 1997), Anthony wrote about the
h Manchests; Wildlife have ]:-)Pplnb -the demjse of "Manchester Poplar Front", started in direct opposition to our council’s
ated. True, this n'pmletm:-{}lglosslv eXagger. seeming hatred of this particular species of tree. ;
published in mid-sumyner bﬁ" ould have eer From information obtained, it now seems that it's time for this
Scotland, but no articlec etore my holiday in august (July?) Organisation to relaunch itself in defence of the Black
i Or;ml n;) articles had turpe up by that Poplar
55 (‘«)mpute};' Viel:ll?]Asvt(gr articles did arrjve but My source informs me that there may be as few as 7.000 Black
required an'd a" by _(;yvo New hard-(riyeg Poplar trees left in Britain. Although [ am, as yet, unable to verify this
e f entatls). I've been at thi figure, the facts as I understand them are not contradictory:
1lec]l]g ?lr Ifox IS years; I'm becoming 4 i,
?;ESSE?IIiln ti]e‘ t;;as§age lgr time SEEMmS to lead tg 1 Black Poplars (in Manchester the Manchester Poplar - a separate
i futgu ].1;5 1.ntl.ma: Ve enough articles, now, species? hybrid?) were traditionally planted, especially in urban
o gl e Al 10118 ‘(])I Me}gple. you, the mem- parks. However, from the many plantings schemes ['ve witnessed
e d ' “'P- A newsletter is a WO way street over the last 10 years, I know of none where it has been included
exrllv’ many of you u.ms_t_have something about the in the species list.
| lronmetnt or WIIdhtc_ You would like to share 2 Black Poplars are a fairly short-lived tree, and most of the ones
with other members, [f S0, X

mern send it to me at any that were planted, especially in the Manchester area (I can only
time (deadline for next issue - 3 st March 2003 ){ l l | | y

and 11 / assume that the fashion for this species was nation-wide) are at or

Mi‘l ] u% lo bt? more prompt with the next reaching maturity.

E-mggille{voulo Y typed sheer, floppy disk or 3 Black Poplars apparently have a tendency to shed branches (much
X, o apprgcxated. as Beech does in drought conditions) - according to the City

: . : _ Council, mostly on the heads of passers-by, hence their need to rid
ffkyou |IV¢_ n StOCkPm. and would like to Manchester of them, leading to a massacre of this species from
oke part in the P roject, Change the Way many of the parks where it was once common "to protect the
e UV_QS at Home, contact Helen Penning- public". As I mentioned in my last article, I have not heard or read
ton & 0161 474 3169 - Q helen pennington about anybody having suffered as a result of such an incident.
stockport.gov.uk - :
ict:ggo Hogze)ug‘toc:%poftM BSCKIE(;‘(”En all I feel that, had this happened to the Beech, that a public outery far louder
— - than that heard when the Poplars were felled in Chorton Park, would
Cover photo

have ensued. Beech woodlands are simply fenced, or have warning
notices displayed during periods when boughs are likely to fall. Surely,
this non-lethal policy could be adopted for Black Poplar.

When these three points are taken together, it is not surprising that their
numbers are declining.

Other interesting points to note about Black Poplar:

. It is still, I believe, uncertain whether the Black Poplar is a "tue"
species, or a hybrid.
B It is also uncertain, to my knowledge, whether Black Poplar is

classified as a "native” species (ie was here at the end of the last
Ice Age), or whether it is an introduced species.
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In faimess to this unfair treatment, I am calling f
S his atment, calling for actj
the number of this species - at least in the I\’Iancllekstelf);rgv) 5
gather seed, and plant out the trees you grow to reverse fhtL s
losses. Remember, it's not just the trees that suffer 'Any f::o |
e ologists

amongst the group will be able to 1]}y,
species of insects that feed on ;Blym
Poplar, and may exclusively feed e
(there's bound to be a motl [(I)]n “
always is!). In these days wl'wn tl-(.
fﬂmuld be encouraging 'biodi\'ercivt;
In our countryside, towns and ciﬁei
it is such a little thing to be able to
do, which could affect the prosperity
of many different species. If you cantt
tﬁll:d see;{it._ I'm told that Black Poplar

‘ strikes well from cuttings - just stick them i
soil, much as 1 have done successfully with WiHO:/}\IZ ( igll;?tl'sgllltilélfllg Iil to
keep the cuttings the right way up). e =

ll) "l( l(“(lg(x
10 out ang
dl“a&‘.trq"s

S}](())u.ld you require further information on Black Poplars, or how to
l;ml;aeli:*\fglgr p'l'iltfllllg 1g’mm. ple'ase write to your Secretary at home, marking
b pe » and he'll ensure it's passed onto them for a response.
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by Anthony Phelps

Y ]tll];et ggl“‘sl:la"(hf‘smf, because of the prestigious development
et brt; «dfeet Canal Basin, have lost one of our best Black
eding/feeding areas, it is reported in the 2nd edition of

. "Urbio" (English Nature's newest tri-an-

i rﬂual publication - get on the mailing
S Olst' by contacting Emma_Clifton on
2=/ 01733 455200, or e-mailing her at
emma.clifton@english-nature.org.uk)
that The Environment Agency now insists
on a l?.lack R‘ed.start survey for all Thames-
« - side building proposals within urban
London. All this as the bird now has

g full protection under ti ildlif;
; ‘ e
Countryside Act 1981. Hopefully, Manchester will no\::\glt(}]lge ?t::g

start taking the presence of thi ul bi
‘nece of this wonderful bird into i i

. # - - . C ~ :
when passing planning applications in the City Centre Sdicaieion
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by Merton Niven

Waste Not

We thought it was about time to return to the subject of “waste manage-
ment”. This seems to be the term currently used to cover the way our
waste is used to benefit the environment instead of despoiling it.

All local authorities should be working on a Waste Management
Strategy. As I live in Stockport, a brief outline of what they are doing
should serve as a good example of what we should expect from all
councils. Stockport's Draft Waste Management Strategy was published in
August 2002 and their vision is ".... t0 maintain the high standard we set
ourselves in achieving Beacon Council status (2000-2001) for Sustainable
Development - ‘Dealing with Waste’. This will mean creating a step
change in attitudes towards waste minimisation and recycling.”

Some of Stockport’s waste management initiatives are as follows:

o Neighbourhood Recycling Centres - The provision Of 114
household neighbourhood and 39 commercial sites to enable the
depositing of a range of recyclable items has been achieved
through co-operation with communities and businesses. New sites
are being identified and developed.

. Real Nappies in Stockport - A joint project between the
Council’s Sustainabillity team and a local health clinic. Further
trials were also undertaken in a renewal area. Funding for the
project came from “Greening Greater Manchester”. Information
packs and talks were given to interested groups to encourage the
use of real nappies and outline the potential financial savings and
landfill avoidance benefits of using real nappies.

. Slim Your Bin - A small number of households were asked to
take part in a project to reduce, reuse and recycle as much of thei
waste as possible. Full support was given, in the form of helpful
tips on reducing and reusing waste, as well as information on
kerbside collections and nearby recycling facilities.

. Furniture Station - Using the Council’s anti-poverty strategy, a
furniture station has been provided to
enable the re-use of household items. <] (A R
This has recently been expanded to Qo %
the recovery of cookers.

o Green Waste Recovery - lm- é’ géu(‘@ %
(9]
)

plemented at all CA sites, includ- w
S

ing a purpose built compound at
Bredbury Material Recovery Facil-
e
9‘5‘0 \
<
d

ity (MRF) for reception of organic Q
garden waste from households. This
is shredded and used as mulch in land-
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fill restoration. The scheme ha§ _enabled 5,000 tonneg of
waste to be recycled.  In addition, the grounds iy, 8reen
contract has developed composting to process all of theijy “Natice
A household collection of green waste is to start short]y.

. Soil Making Material - Bredbury and Sharston Mgpy |
been fitted with additional screening equipment for exqy AL
and refining the organic fraction of municipal solid waste, ’?ill‘l‘l‘.g
a growth medium for plants and can be used as a Soil N/hkh; 2
Material in landfill restoration projects. Trials are cuirently Be-n
conducted to improve the quality of material to meet new qta:l(lig
ards for composting. If successful, this could provide 25 ol()(;
tonnes per annum of recovered waste. )

. Composter Sales - These annual sales, to started in 1999
providing over 1,500 new composting facilities to households,
The sale in April, 2002 also sold 10,000 energy saving light bulbs,

. Aluminium and Steel Recovery - Bredbury MRF has il
Aluminium recovery equipment, identical to Sharston MRF, since
1999. The Sharston plant has recovered over 80 million cans
since commissioning in 1993. The Bredbury MRF has improved
steel recovery equipment which enables the recovery of 1,500
tonnes of steel annually.

s Other initiatives, in Stockport, include - Household Collection
of Paper - Adswood Eco Centre - Schools Waste Action
Club - Rail Transport of Waste - The use of Bolton’s
Thermal Recovery Service.

So this briefly outlines Stockport's contribution to reducing our waste

material going to landfill and the state of recycling, in the borough can be
seen in the table below.
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So what's happening in your local authority? If you know, pass on what
information you can to the editor. Trafford have introduced a kerbside
paper collection and compost bin sales but we don’t know their recycling,
rate. The North-West has a particularly poor recycling record. The best
rate, in Greater Manchester is Stockport, at 12% and we think that
Manchester City is the worst, at 3% (Switzerland manages 50%!)
However, in Manchester City, all is not lost. There is at least one
community initiative and I will let Val Rawlinson tell you more about it.

FAIRFIELD COMPOSTING by vai raviinson

After messing about for six years trying to get people interested in starting
a community composting project I decided last year to get my act together
and go it alone. T got a grant for £2,980 from East Manchester Commu-
nity Fund and bought 351 compost bins, had a beautiful composting pack
produced at MARC on recycled paper of course, and began to promote
home composting. 1 sold the bins for £12 plus £3 delivery. I am now
coming to the end of my second order, although the bin has gone up in
size and price 280 litre @ £18 + del but it is still a lot cheaper than
retailed bins.

[ also got a grant from Greening Greater Manchester for £3,000 and this
enabled me to employ a Research and Development worker to design a
waste audit on Smithfield Fruit and Vegetable Market. The Market
management knew how much waste was produced but hadn't a clue
about individual waste streams. Emma Smith, Fairfield's new R&D
worker proved to be a goddess send. She designed the waste audit and
produced a wonderful report. The physical audit was undertaken by
Fmma, Val and Chris Walsh of MERCi who did the main work and three
other volunteers who worked for a few hours. Work was hard and smelly
but we made it fun. The pictures of food waste in the skips would make
you cry — we did. Emma then produced a business plan and we have since
secured funding to install a Vertical Composting Unit (VCL) which will
divert a thitd of the market's waste from landfill in the first year and
produce a valuable soil conditioner. Other materials will be recycled and
Emma has identified end markets for some of them. Our aim is to move
the Market towards achieving zero waste. An additional VCU will come
into operation during the second year and we are also looking at vermi-
composting as an alternate waste diversion route. The scheme has the full
support of New Deal for Communities who are providing some of the
funding. The scheme is also another Manchester first for the UK and will
be a flagship for other UK markets to follow.
= i



We have also conductfd awaste auqlt at L?t: B‘nguis R(I‘pr.imm-_v school
Beswick and Corpus (.hnsly‘schoo_l in Ancoats. Frank .‘snm!], St Brigiq :1
Head is keen for the school to .begu‘l.compostmg a{x(i recycling, we ‘1‘10 o
to produce a school waste audit pack that schools can use to do tjej, 0V£/l(1
waste audits. . A :

Another project is @ trial of Compostu}g systems whicl claim
divert all kitchen and garden waste from landfill. The bins we are teStino
are the Green Cone and Green Hanna tl}at clann_ to be rodent 131'00;1
Brian Keane of Bosworth Street Residents Community Garden in Beswick
will oversee this project which is due to begin during the next mong,

1 am keen to have every home with a garden com posting t'aciiity
Your garden waste Sh()lﬂ.dl.l't be shunted around _the region using ‘{I;
precious energy and depriving your garden of nutrients. Garden waste
should be composted where it is generated and returned to the land jt
was taken from, closing the energy and nutrients cycle. If you would like
to start composting and need a bin give Val a ring on 370 9745.

Well, that's good news from Val of something good happening in
Manchester. If you want to get a cut price compost bin then phone:
0161-912 5439 for Trafford - 0161-474 4747 for Stockport -
0161-370 0745 for Manchester. If you find out the phone numbers
in other areas; please let us know. The retail price of compost bins is
about £50, so vou will be making quite a saving, and a good way to
dispose of all your organic waste. The added bonus is that you get lots
of free compost.

Stockport Council's idea of encouraging people to, “Slim their
Bins”, is a good one but how successful they will be in getting folk to
actually do anything remains to be seen. The best | have managed, so far
is six weeks to fill a bin bag (that’s for one person) - I think I can, at best,
extend it to two months. My latest economy is to use envelopes and
cardboard to light bonfires on which I burn non-compostable garden
CW&S“;- (This should be carbon neutral as growth has already absorbed

The most controversial method of waste disposal is incineration-
I would only be reservedly in favour if it was also used to produce energy-
The main problem is that plastics may be burnt, which can produce
dioxins. But. if there is a fire in a factory, warehouse, office, or even 2

use, 'plastlcs WLll.be burnt. This being the case, the atmosphere must

' Y%ef‘l‘l:l a;;f Sl?Xil}S. go if dioxins are harmful, it's already IOOdlgf:l‘l
ung is that we must keep on finding ways to cut o

dmwm' Yht!ther it be reducing what xla)/e buy, ret%sing and reparing

do,,f - Tecycling, composting or burning. or all of the above, it MUSL

pat we can stop destroyi § 1dlife. by chucking
our rubbish down holes‘i)n nm”g,{,'ﬁf}gm land. and wildlife, by
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WOlf. in Sheep’s Clothing l by Anthony Phelps

This always seemed an unfair expression - as wolves are only trying to
"make a living", the only way they know how (much like the bad press
heaped upon our emblem, the Magpie).

1. The Developer Wolf

The phrase was brought home to me recently during the opening rounds
of the redevelopment of the main site at Withington Hospital. Initially,
we'd been cautiously pleased at the developer who'd bought ¥ of the
huge site - Countrywide Properties, as one of our "consultants”, Brian
Martin, had dealt with them on a previous development (also a hospital
site), and had found them to be happy enough to follow his advice, and
provide a new home for a threatened House Martin colony - much as there
is at Withington. I'm sure it wasn't their fault that this mitigation had to
be demolished (I believe dynamited), as the building on which the eves
B & had been placed proved unstable. Mind
: you, being builders, I'd have thought they
might have checked first!

t's not as if it's very difficult to make a
1ew development "martin-friendly” - just
: a matter of ensuring the eves are the
orrect shape for the birds to stick their
nests under - and that's without going to
the expense of purchasing and fitting
artificial nests as encouragement.

“ Manchester Wildlife and West Didsbury
Residents Association (WDRA) produced our "superior” ecological survey
(compared to the "official” one lodged with Planning, which is available
on WDRA's website, http://www.westdidsbury.org.uk), and ensured that
the existing wildlife had not only been identified, but that suggestions had
been put forward to ensure that prospective developers could include
these within their yet to be formulated plans.

The latest information is that Countrywide Properties are planning to
plant a non-native species of Horse Chestnut, specifically a "non-fruiting”
variety - which no-one yet has been able to find in any tree book, so we
are not sure where this tree'is native, that is, if it isn't a frankinstein
creation! With the destruction of wildlife on the site as part of the
development, it would be nice if the developers would consider using
native species of trees in any planting scheme to encourage soine wildlife
to continue using the site following the destruction and re-development.
- OB
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2. The Ecologist Wolf

; bly guessed it - once our backs were turned, we |eqr

2;;;;: Zehggoggenyfgmng of trees and clearalllqe of shrubs and bus[i: ;1 attl:gt
the bird nesting season"had started. This, de§p1te the fact thay [hé
developers have a "tame ecologist on their payroll who "didn't think &
was wrong"l (I wonder whether he changed his opinion when te Police
wildlife Liaison Officer put a stop notice on the works until aftey .
meeting between the developers and the residents?) How many W(‘lﬂ
intentioned people go through the rigour of studying correct and legal
ecological processes, only to take the developer's shilling”, and become
"ousetrained”? The first one of these characters we really came ing
conflict with was Jonathan Porritt - who'd sipped from Sainsbury's Poi-
soned chalice. Others, like David Bellamy, are also tainted - with RTz
money. So few "heroes" left. (I think that Chris Baines is still sound, as
far as | know). Fye 1y

The latest on Withington Hospital is their choice of timber prod-
uets. We suggested that they source timber only from Forest Stewardship
Council (FSC) approved suppliers. However, at least two people wit-
nessed stacks of plywood stamped with the company names "Itamarati’
and Guararpe” (‘Itamarati Industria de Compensados Ltda" and "Industria
de Compensados Guararapes Ltda"). A search of these companies found
the following information:

Both companies are Brazilian logging/wood processing companies
which seem to specialise in plywood for the international market. Both
companies are based in Palmas, and none of their operations are listed as
approved by the FSC as of the 22nd April 2002 (check on www.fscoax.org).

In 1993, Itamarati was one of a number of Brazilian and multina-
tional logging firms named in a report by two Brazilian groups (Agencia
Ecumica de Noticias and Servico Espiritano de Justica e Paz) as being held
responsible for:

s Environmental damage and abuse of indigenous people.

- Provoking conflict between indigenous peoples and newcomets.
especially in the states of Para and Rondonia.

. Land ﬁgt;ts abuses, such as where indigenous people have beet
attacked by companies for using forest resources on land owned

by companies, but traditionally used by indigenous groups:
2 lllegal extraction of timber from indigenous areas and reserves.

= "
i this%hecks on Guararape reveal the mention of "reforestation mnbelré
i 0€s 10t seern o indicate that this company's operations are 1{102‘5
Uru mm’{',f,";l 1 sustainable. Several environmenta bodies, suct iti-

) rleg's orld Rain Forest Movement (see www.wrin.org) have tﬂil?ch
useﬁo e s&)t&ctgnb(zn qmbgr as coming from monoculture plantations X :;c )
o mp{;g i odiversity, and often include non-indigenous trees W

¢ ute to the redevelopment of local ecosystems”-

- 10 -
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Y\/’hllSt lllelcomplexu_v of }he Brazilian logging industry's web of
companies and cross-share holdings does make more detailed checks
extremely difficult, it is felt that, even with the small amount of informa-
tion found above, that the source of the timber for Withington Hospital
does not address the concerns felt by local residents around the site when
they requested that FSC approved timber be used for the development.

3. The Council Planner Wolf

It's not only the developers and (some) ecologists with which we are
"having trouble” - but also the Council's Planning Department.

It seems that, nowadays, asking a developer to adjust their build-
ing plans to allow wildlife to not only survive, but thrive is akin to asking
King Herod to help reduce the incidence of child mortality, without
persuading him to curb his "nasty little habits!"

However, we are not being helped by an intransigent Planning
Department, who, even when armed with the facts, and with reinforced
knowledge of wildlife law, still steadfastly refuse to ensure that their
statutory role of monitoring developments is carried out to the wishes of
their concerned constituents, or to the necessities of the law. I have
previously referred to our Planning Department's collective skeletal disa-
bility (ie they haven't got a backbone between them - in my opinion)
during a previous, regrettable incident at Holly Royde. When you receive
the advice that "it's a matter between you and the developers’, and get a
statement that they will do nothing more (at all?) to ensure the contin-
ued presence of protected species (eg bats) at a site on which they have
fjven lanning approval, I cannot help getting a sickening image of a
arge divan cohabited by the members of our Planning Committee inter-
spersed with smiling developers.

It is interesting to note that, in a "Report for Resolution” by the
City Council's Chief Executive and Director of Works dated the 29th May
2002 on the subject "Environmental Action Plan 2002/3, the section
"Environmentally Preferable Materials", (subsection 4.7) quotes:

“Work in 2001/02 on this issue highlighted the importance of
promotion, education and consultation in order to encourage a culture of
positive environmental action within the Council and by residents" _

It also, rather belatedly, quotes the following on the topic of
wildlife:

"Formulate City wildlife strategy following analysis of Phase 1
Habitat survey to prioritise areas for action and clarify responsibility.
Nature conservation strategy to be subsequently developed to establish
priority areas for the city to concentrate resources'. ; :

Those of us with memories know that the City Council ha§ (had)
a perfectly good Nature Conservation Strategy, written by their. then
Officer, Flaine Norsworthy, which was not adopted by the Council, and
gathers dust on some forgotten shelf.

ik




It would seem to me, an indivi(h_ml possessing an uninfory eq
opinion, as I do, that if resources are .nﬁht' then the thing to o is
encourage others to do w'hat you are 11{1:1 leb to (?0_.yoursel!: ie ensupe
developers ‘in your control do the right thing by placing specific planning
conditions on use of materials, provision of adequate surveys, and, of
course, sticking to the results o tl}os.‘e surveys (o protect and enlace
what they have found. However, this is obwougly not possnble: otherwise
our Planning Department would alrea.dy pe doing this. lloreiully, when
the Chief Executive implements their fine words quoted above (ajq
applies a much needed boot to the backsides of our seemu}gly environ-
mentally unconscious Planning Department), then the Situation wil|
change and things will be a lot sweeter for wildlife in our City.

The Future?

With the announcement of the Government's new Planning Green Paper,
it seems on the face of it that the planning process could be changed into
something better. Several groups who attend the Wildlife Working Group
meetings, including the Ecology Unit themselves, have commented on i,
and all seem to agree that it's saying the right things - ie. trying to make
the system less adversarial, with the main emphasis on "the developers"
putting in applications, and "us" opposing them, and "them" (the Council)
acting as referee, with the Secretary for State as final arbiter. This process
is a lengthy one, is expensive (especially when taken to the extremes of a
Public Inquiry, often incwring the expense of barristers), and, in my
opinion, not a fair one, if you are not a developer.

The Government say they want a fairer system based on consulta-
tion prior to and through the planning application process to try to avoid
o e 2 peusiy the usual battle. All T can
say is I'm holding my
breath and hope that

it tums out right,
because the cur-
rent system doesn't
4 take urban wildlife
: into consideration in most
: | cases.
However, there are
/} some groups I've heard that
" are against it, as "it could take:
away their right to oppose Pla“e
ning applications”. S0, SO'Int
people oEviously like the fight
Me, I'd prefer an casy life, a;lr
better statutory protection 0
urban wildlife.
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by Anthony Phelps

I don't kniow if you've heard, but /}/’Iam:/u'sn'r held "some ganes” at the end of
fuly. start of August. They ({/n‘ City Council) kept saying they weren't Qoing
to lose any of our moncy (unlike everyone else who's hosted them in the past)

I stayed in Manchester for the duration. | know lan disapeared to
5¢z7t.lcmd - feeling that goo+ miles distance from them was perhaps more
preferable than staying in the city.

From what I saw (and | tricd to ayoid it), they tried to do things
on the cheap - apart from the millions spent on the stadium (more about
that later).  They encouraged local people to act as volunteers to perform
all sorts of tasks for them. They took over Owens Park as accommaodation
for athletes, and encouraged the use of public transport for people to attend.
They even went so far as to have no public car parking at the now arena
(which surpnisingly docsn't look like it was cheap to build).

This penny pinching (and I'm all for being frugal with money.
especially when some of it was paid in taxes by mel) can be taken too far.
especially when it effectively scuppers one of your aims - to encourage people
to travel by public transport. [ read in the papers that they asked the now
privatised transport bosses to quote for taking people to the stadium for free
(obviously the companics involved would e recomipensed afterwards).
Stagecoach fcndnn./ for 25p1 per passenger, and 1 read in the local papers
that even this was considered too much. "1 don't know what the final agreca
price was, but whilst | was at Bridge-5 Mill on Saturday, painting the }Scna'.
it was sonictinics hard to talk for the lines of buscs to and from the Stadium.
4 About the Stadium. 1 heard recently. that despite the running track
being c.\'m'nu'iy popular with the athletes. it is going to be ripped up. ana
new scating fitted in its place. It seems that even t/Toug/t this is obviously
considered to be a Lood venue for athletics, that it isn't to be. | don't know
why they can't have mixed use venues like on the continent, where althletics
and other sports share the same stadiums. Manchester City football club
have had theiy arms twisted to take over this stadiun: following the ganics.
I wonder how their fans will react to this move - | know that other teans
who have moved from their traditional grounds haye lost some of their
support following relocation to “better” facilitics.

Mind you, I'm not a fan of these games. 1 believe they wren't as
popular as the organiscrs hoped. and I'm sure the ‘rest of the world weren't
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g;;:‘::,,‘l:’g to buy television rights to fill the coffers, like they would for the

We'll just II(H."(' to wait and sce. As | mentioned previously, lan
escaped Manchester for the 1 days of hell. We were warned at work that
we might have difficultics travelling to work and back, but the reality was
that. on the day the baton was brought into the centre. 1 Ieft work at niy
usual tine, and got home 10 minutrs?arly - the roads were almost empty!
However. it's over now - almost before it started - all that fuss ana
preparation for so little gamees! Seems such a waste to me. Now we can
sit down and ponder whether the huge expense was really worth it

The funnicst thing that did grab my attention. was the "unofficial
subyerted Ganes leaflet.” It was magnificent - even more lossy than the
original. and actually full of'usvﬁl/‘gin ormation. and a nic sclection of
internet websites. My congratulations go to thosc who published ana
distributed this document. T just hope it got into the /mm/st of those who
may be swayed by the messages contained thercin - ic the truth. Another
fine picce of subvertising was on a billboard. just around the corner froni
Piccadilly building site, sorry. station. This has previously been paintea
pale blue, and was obviously waiting for a snappy mcss\(/vtgc to be paintea
on it. When I went past, it said "Manchester - Corporate Wealth. Conmion
Poverty”. Just about says it alll

97979797 9,9
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March Hare

by Tim Lepidus

No. 035

- by Mack McMac
mcDonald's has amlouncejd itis to shut 175 stores in 10 countries and wil
ull out of three ('()_umrws ulu,»gellwr - reversing ity 24).}/931-. yoli 'm

obal expansion. Six l_mn(ln-d jobs. are also to go. Friday's mlm(,':li(.(it
ment from the corporation’s worl_(l HQ in Chicago followed a (‘lisustr(,:l;
year in which a plunging share price knocked a third off the cotporation’s
value. Shares worth £31 each, two years ago, are now worth only £10
and the company’s value has fallen from £21bn to £14bn. McDonald's has
so far refused to name the 10 countries where restaurants will close, hut
says the countries it is pulling out of are in Latin America and the Middle
East. Financial experts say in Europe health fears over mad cow disease,
and the rise in obesity in children, may have contributed to poor sales.
High street competition from healthier alternatives is also to blame. In
the Middle East and Latin America antipathy towards the United States
may be keeping people away. [n America itself a price war with McDon-
ald’s arch-rival, Burger King, triggered by falling hamburger sales, has
knocked profits as well as creating financial problems for Burger King.
McDonald's has long been in the sights of anti-globalisation protesters.
On Thursday a partially built-store in Grenoble, France, was bumed
down. But with 30,000 restaurants in 121 countries, 400,000 employees
and a £21bn tumover this year, McDonald's is still a global player,
financial experts say. On Friday McDonald's chief executive, Jack Green-
berg, said he was still looking to-boost sales. "We remain focused on
growing our existing restaurants' sales and are committed to making the
changes necessary to succeed,” he said. The question, experts say, is
whether the company that revolutionised eating and business habits
across the world is really on its way out or is just experiencing a tempo-
rary blip. "The billion dollar question is whether this is the beginning of
the end or merely an adjustment to over-expansion,” one Wall Street
analyst said. At McDonald's in Dumbarton outside Glasgow yesterday the
lunchtime's "rush" filled less than half of the restaurant. Ina country with
a preference for a fast-food diet, the golden arches seem lcgs attractive
than they used to. "I come here a couple of times a week with the kld_s
but feel guilty about it every time," said Tracy Watson, 34, from Duuvxbz‘n—.
ton. "[t's easy and convenient but not exactly nutritious. If it wasn't {ql
the children T wouldn't come here at all - the food isn't thaF good, {tls
usua}lly cold and fairly bland.” "They have good toys with the lmul)pyt :?c(ign
tl}at s the best bit," interrupted her son Matthew, aged 7. For e tA([‘am'am
Bill Duncan, 48, and his wife Ann, from nearby Balloch, the et
Provides a convenient coffee break from the weekly shopping ggtoeuljusl
¢an see why they're closing branches; we don't C(’“’ﬂlere[;fgqumck treat
b ra (‘offee and maybe an apple ple on the (?dd S'atll% la};. Rt ihen

ut | certainly wouldn't consider it for a proper meat
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Mcl )onald's.ﬁml arrived in Scotland they were all the rage but ... it
longey special.” Not everyone is unhappy with McDonald's woe.‘; l[;'n'( )
Mortis, one of the "McLibel Two" who was sued by McDonald's in 13:)(7
for claims made a'agaiust the company in a leaflet, said it has "been under
am'ack from a_ll sides". "Its workers are organising internationally. local
residents are increasingly campaigning against new stores and it is being
l_)lame:d for causing obesity,” he said, "McDonald's is a barometer of the
food industry as a whole and capitalism in general. [ think the fact there
has been a global campaign against McDonald's for the last 20 years has
lielped people question their activities and look for alternatives.”

f—'irst published in the Independent on Sunday 10 November 2002,
Stores shut and shares tumble as reality bites at McDonald's”, by
Andrew Johnson, Leo Lewis and Paul Kelbie.

()ri.gina] E-Mail to Manchester wildlife from Linda [Furness”
<linda.fiuness1@btinternet.com > Original ~ Message  from:

"McSpotlight” <info@mespotlight.org> to: <list amclibel.org>

The MecLibel mailing list - McDonald's, McLibel, multinationals http://
www.mcspotlight.org

We report this story as we know that some of our members are not on the
best of terms with McDonalds and it is heartening to know that, now, it
is less likely that more drive-through McRubbish outlets will be built on
our precious open spaces!

wildflowers of
the British Isles

[ was in the ‘Book Clearance Centre” (Bury centre), near where Booths
Newsagents used (o be. in the precinct vesterday and picked up the
excellent tile above by David Streeter and lIan Garrard for £8.99 cover
price £24.99. 1 think it goes well with Stace and Rose. but
vou can't take it in the field. Well recommended, They have
several copies and there are other stores in the chain i
GMCR and Lancs.

Do vou have a hook clearance centre near yow
worth checking out. They do have branches i various
towns. The book was advertised by flier in "British | (s
wildlife” imagazine for £2+4. Q)\{.

A book recommendation
by Dave Bentley

ALY
EcBior’s Note: | can back up Dave. here. 1 purchased %%
a COpY. many years ago. prce £14.95. and it really is N
excellent. The plant illustrations are the hestl have seen.
It is the sort of hook which might be picked up in any
second-hand or remaindered hook shop.
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! B W ER.D LA by Des Poiler
A]ongside Bradshaw Hall Lane, Cheadle Hulme, —
there used to be an area of ancient meadowland,
in the Green Belt. Of the_ many plants which

ew there, Pignut and Devil's-bit Scabious were
indicators of this type of habitat. The meadow
was full of humps and.ho]lowc with long grasses ¥
and it looked splendid in the summer; birds
putterflies and Dragonflies were plentiful. Jus
the spot we would be glad to have nearby our
homes.

Unfortunately, the A34 by-pass was con-
structed through the meadow but, I thought that §
there would be enough left for the area to be
reasonably pleasant, despite the noise from the
new road. Imagine m horror when walking

ast, last yc(laar, I noticed that (tlhe field had been \REESATSEEES \ \
aveled and, as it was covered in grass, it must ” 3
have been re-seeded. All those decades, maybe [ Devils-bit Scablous
centuries, of wild countryside destroyed in moments by some brainless
idiot,  still, I thought, it's open space and may have the chance to
re-develop some wildlife interest.

~ Then, walking East again this year, what do you think I saw? Goal
‘;(ems! Yes, two football pitches had been marked out on this once

autifl meadow! I didn’t investigate further but, 1 am prepared to bet
that the nearby football pitch (not in the Green Belt) is now covered br
louses. Let this be a warning to us all. It's happened before, and will
again. Whenever a school, or a sports club, wants to sell off their playin
fields for development, you can be sure some area of wild Green Belt fanc
will be used as a replacement. The big problem is that there are too many
Philistines in charge.

New Guidance for Greenspace

New Planning Policy Guidance for open spaces has recently been published.
PPG17 (Open Space. Sport and Recreation) states that these three subjects
should help deliver the Government’s broad objectives including urban
renaissance, rural renewal, social inclusion, communi

ity cohesion, .hcalth
and well-being, and sustainable development. As a result the %stlld%ngé
lflOte demonstrates a more holistic approach to open sracesj a.l't 1}0ugﬂﬁd 2
locus is predominantly urban, and still around formal sport rather

informal recreation. However, it states that “green Spaces i urban areas
Fel‘fonn vital functions as areas for nature conservation and b}odwer.mg:
talso states that sports facilities should “not be built on unless an assg;é_
nent l,}as been undertaken (that has shown these to be) surplus to re&}gl
Ments®, This can only be a good thing! If you want 10 know more, Prh

an be viewed, on the web, at: www.planning.odpm gov.uk/pp&/ppel7
SR ko 17 =




by Ian Brown

The Department for Transport is "consulting” on the future of air transport
in the UK, including the North of England and Manchester Airport. Below
are their forecasts for the year 2030:

UK demand could rise from the present 180 million passengers per
year to 500 million and Manchester Airport could be allowed to
expand: .

o From the present maximum of 55 flights per hour to 80

. From the present 19 million passengers per year to 84 million
. From the present 178,000 flights per year to 580,000
L

A 3rd Runway to cater for any increase beyond 60 million passen-
gers!

However, well before a third runway is required, "mixed mode”
operation would become necessary. This means that aircraft would
land on both runways over Heald Green and take off from both
runways over Heald Green. Note that this will not help those under
the present runway flightpath, as this would only happen when the
present flight path was so full it couldn't take anymore. This would
start to happen well before 2030

The forecasts and proposals mean more noise, more traffic,
more pollution, more risk, more stress and more degradation of our
quality of life for tens of thousands of us.

Apart from the effects on those of us close to the airport,
there are fundamental reasons why air transport should not be
encouraged to expand at the rates quoted:

The Government is committed to reducing COz2, the global
warming gas, by 12.5%, under the Kyoto agreement and has set a
target of 19% reduction. In the UK, aviation produces 6.3% of our
total CO2, It is forecast to increase by 100% by 2030. In addition,
because aircraft produce CO?2; at high altitudes, they have between
2 and 4 times the global warming effect of ground level emissions.
A family of four on a trip to Majorca produce about as much CO? as
the average family car produces in a year.

Aviation is subsidised as it is virtually tax free. If you buy a
car you pay car tax plus purchase tax. If an airline buys an aircraft
ltlgets it tax free, Your car fuel costs about 20 pence a litre but you
xoviprfgafﬁ);g:lﬁgo?leﬂce tax. Aircraft fuel is tax free. There is VAT

Juxury items. There is no VAT on air tickets.

- 18%

only @

minimal airport tax.

Most air travel in the regions consist of UK residents oni

_ » yvear 2000, Government figures st: P m- §0'ng
abroad. In the year ernment figures state that regionally
Hulgoing lrav(—l”(—‘,.rs l(h().k'()lll !';'I 6 H|I|m|‘| and incoming travellers
brotght in O"].y £4.5 Billion. This massive £11.5 Billion deficit to
our Balance o't Payments, every year, loses the regions hundreds of
thousands of jobs. .

Is it sensible to continue to heavily subsidise a business
which produces‘global warming, reduces the quality of life of tens
of thousands of people near airports and destroys the economy?
with Manchester Airport Environment Network, we have already
held public meetings in Heald Green and Knutsford, with Patsy
calton, our MP, and George Osbome, Knutsford's MP, both speak-
ing in support of our cam paign.

The Department for Transport held an exhibition at the Village
Hotel in Cheadle, on Friday, 15th November. 1 went to this
exhibition and I found out that there are proposals for a new
taxiway, crossing the River Bollin, and the possibility of a fourth
terminal near Cotterill Clough. [ told the staff there that the
proposals are totally unacceptable. Unfortunately, the staff present
were all from the Department of Transport (not the airport) so my
complaints fell on deaf ears. There was a questionnaire to fill in
(which 1 did, on the internet) but the deadline has now passed.
However, there is no reason why you should not write to your MP
stating any objections you may have.

A recent Royal Commission recommended that air travel
should be made more expensive and we should be discouraged

from flying. Now that sounds more sensible!
(Extracted from a Heald Green Ratepayer s Association leaflet)

Beans Means Destrue#ion byiansrown

I recently saw a television programme which stated that a combi-
hation Ogglobal warming and destruction by humans would see the
Amazon Rain Forest reduced to a desert within 100 years. I e :
remember which programme, or when; life’s 100 short for tal\ullg
notes! One of the main acts of destruction by humans was Lhe
clearing the forest to grow Soya beans, plus the construction u'f t;
road to take the beans to a new port on the River Amazon. One Ol
¢ forces behind this mayhem is Cargills, the food multinationd
lakes you think!
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L TR R Aa_é,‘_:;!‘,: P | well® A
We may consider that Mancxest' is in t ; -
er, ilt is'over 520 miles (by road) to tsllltl*lfta:‘ehg?tlflh()(t){}the : (1)311_11{1_3/. o
1S about 180 miles from Manchester, which i il o don
£ >ster, which is one third the distance! T
means that we live in the south midi: e, M

. , idlands. For a few D '
been taking my summer hol; i R adhave
. < T holidays in the far north in a town (or vi

: _ i 1n the 1 (or village
(( alled Helmsdale.‘ in butheﬂand}.’ Ihis year | went during the(time of 5lzhe1
ommonwealth Games, as 1 am not particularly interested in sport and |
thought that one less body on the streets of Manchester wouﬁl
little more room for the { -

leave a

IUs it slﬁ)lrts ta1113. @ e —
ts a dilferent world. With a population of | Orchid By ./ /4
about 700, and completely Slll'l'OllIl(‘ﬁ‘(.zF , g7 X2

L ! by sea or %=
o|pen countryside, Helmsdale is exactly what Man- %
che

ster is not. It's a beautifyl part of the country,
my only criticism is that there are not enough

trees. Trees do grow there but over-grazing and
lack of planting have left the landscape a little bare.
Though I had a pleasant holiday, there is §

little to report, of an earth-shattering nature, on
wildlife. However there wete a couple of e\{gmtls ‘
which I feel are worth sharing. On my arrival, §
fter an over-night drive, we discovered there was
o 3 h Sands Nature Re-
Pkl Wacllkb i [iloigllﬁ;;d' Council Wildlife

serve, conducted, by & ©u f d seen the Grass of

r. We had been before and seen the &
%gﬁlg:slsus, which is one of the Vsl Le;ézahttzczezf Ftll'g'g Festidln ot llkh?,d

I3 fume we, Weke Privl S8t e is a pleasant walk, by
reserve. This time W% ; oy was nice!  There is a plea .

: re, which wa avidale Cove. Well over 100
never come across before, f Helmsdale to Navidale Cove. el
ghe shire, from G (P been identified, in this area, by Jolg Hgas

i0s of wild plants have : e ond da
les lO.tt‘l/\’l1 eP from myself). Walking this route,
(with a little I

e onto the grassy
: j ing from the shore on ot

i Cove when, steppiig ! in the spot I was
i;eacltl:eldng]ggle?iavsllat I thought to be a coil of ro ﬂlotsamg\}Nashe J up onto
Al K, : .

such i
to place my foot It is not uncommon to find s I withdre
O .

t, the rope hissed. !
the shore. As my foot hovered over the sptg% e O0R BR e

‘ot a good
; e e scurymg o think. Not a g00
immediately to see t}:&% i Ad}é‘r and lulxiakﬁsl» Zo;l)llace which has 10
my first close Al out, heedlessly, especialy
idea to go das

‘ ing this
: all weekend! o including th
_ m weekdays or a the main reaso
doctor after 5 pi ost pleasant but
All this was m

3 e 11
.« tid is becoming rar
This bird is bec e plenty
:4ay is House Spartows: | . There are of
article on my holxday;ss(ims to know pl(fasledlyh‘:‘ﬂ} at there i p!cnlt))i’rds
many parts arll-lde ﬂﬁs%g{e and the reason ttdogu T oo opfen lslgzli:lel' "Fa 2
n‘)ws " 8 ’ inue s . +
e ! spac;nround about. If we COMLRE  olentiful in the far 1P & field
oper

: 4 Other species ne day, at :
are bound toé‘a’ﬁg pejgtliving south, 0’1‘ t?f't %s%lmost bliil‘?k-t enjoy it
{mc‘ln gu“;n; crows feeding thereon t 1at;h'

had so m

g1 be sure 0
, go north; you
1f you ever get the chance g- 20 -

ral Meeting of Manchester Wildlife for the year
The Annwgl(::g? December 2001 was held on Saturday the 27th of
endedz ::)hbez at Bridge 5 Mill, 22a Beswick Street, Ancoats, Manchester

at 12 noon.

- Anthony Phelps and Ian Brj_rWH
mslen;es for Absence - Janet Cutt :
hpos of the 2000 AGM - Were read by the Chair
%E:umtes arising from the Minutes - There were none

g  Chairs Annual Report

RN =

I feel that the main change that I see in the group this year has been
Genefal-. .'m our Officers, leaving just lan and l to manage the group on &
she wducnul;l sis. 1 have made the conscious decision to cut our f'lo‘[l 1es to fit
day-by-d:{ly g‘rh.e main difference this has made is a change from a doing group,
e Clotclilvi:g:'y/empowering others group - almost an unpaid consultancy, so tc
to an a 2 -

E This is the seconid year of my record-breaking second term as t,ivlliurl.,,.r
M chester- Wildlife. I'm not saying 1 don't enjoy being rxssocultfﬂbmtl t r:;
- g body else asses an interest in becomi

ss anybody else expresses becom
scause | do, and unless anybody ’ ses an _—
?ﬂ?’ﬁt year l'shall happily tulfil my compleltc bl'e(mll'dltreml 1]1:/ -Uthrﬁ :
] o : i 1€ 1t, as I've bee
' ar to be hogging the limehght,
r, | don't want to appear to De 2 s e B
izvoﬁ;feli with, and working on behalf of the group now for so many years
; ol - N S
even if | wasn't Chair, people would still contact 1111¢ for _thmlgs.r R
: I sai -hoice of spective Chair prior to re over
As | said to my choice of prosp Cl o o S
‘ j ificati ‘hair is very easy - just twm up
iti specification for Chair is very easy - umn ;
e R ; -enda. Maybe I made it sound too simple, as
meetings a year, and help set the agenda. May| A ey
people assume that just because [ get involved T11n.a _ml1 )f e
is | rily, alsc job of Chair. This is 1
that this is, necessarily, also the job of Chair A el O
Anyway, we are what we are, and at the lmom(.nl 1:' ‘.P S
i F active core refore, have sell-1mpose $
with an even smaller active core, and 11}@{(,1(_»1(‘).nsewm‘l( P
amount of time that we are able to devote to conserve

¢ 1ol ‘ou can call it, was

Campaigns - The main highlight of the year, if ?ug-h.hggltxtyc‘))ltll':erucipen market
probably the largest area of development le:_nd.mnunl%{ Uindly
since the airport second runway. Tlis was Withington ; K.:}:idems Association -

Liiekily, there is a very acdve and i locs bers in common with
West Didsbury Residents Association, with 11_1&11)"1116111%1; application on the
ourselves, who initially fought the first battle of the \"-pm-md‘ publishing on the
e e, BB Jor o agemsianee 1 ]31"‘-1"““"1]“? l()l Jacking developers
Internet o full (or certainly more full than the Prtftl‘f \2,'(31 Didsbury Residents
attempt) wildlife survey of the site. This is now on the up of this report.
S4M website, and we are acknowledged as the quper Er::(r) t‘heir special hospital

We loaned our exhibition boards to WDR‘A_;[hp local libraries, an¢
exhibition, which is still, 1 believe, doing the mlundy- (-)the i
fermainly Lelped in preparing some of the wording for the
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Since then, I have tried to limit my involvement to encouragemnent, s
advice on the correct procedures to be followed, especially when the developers
recently cut down shrubs and trees and destroyed about 10 nests. By the time
that | had been asked for assistance, the press already got the full story, all the
statutory authorities had been informed, including the Police Liaison Oftficer, who
was soon to put a stop order on the works pending a meeting with WDRA.

So, there was absolutely nothing left for us to do - which is a good feeling
to know that you can trust people to do the right thing, and do a very good job,
but also realise that when they need a little moral support, or just to know that
they're on the right track, that theyll contact you to check.

It has been a long-term aim (dream?) of ours to have satellite groups in
various areas (Boroughs of Greater Manchester?) who are able to act autono-
mously, but still imder the banner of Manchester Wildlite. 1 cannot say that
WDRA are one of these, but they are certainly very active and do the right things
on behalf of wildlife - and I applaud them for their persistence and hard work.
At the end of the day, it isn't really important who actually does the work, as long
as the work gets done.

Meetings - Our meetings have been poorly attended this year, with no actually
meeting gaining a quorum figure, thus no minutes have been produced, although
the general day-to-day running of the group continues as always.

We recently announced a change to the dates of our social meetings in
the Old Monkey public house to the 3rd Tuesday each month. This was really to
avoid the clash with the Friends of the Earth meetngs whicli fell on the same
night. Since then, there hasn't been a noticeable increase in the number of people
attending, although lan and I enjoy our chats.

Walks - We have, despite our “contraction ol services”, still tried to provide an
interesting series of walks. Thanks to Janet Cutf, we now have a new walk, the
Flixton Ferry walk, which you will all have read about in the recent Magpie.
Unfortunately, 1 was in London on the day of the actual walk, so missed the
largest attendance at any Manchester Wildlife advertised event this year - 9
people! And [ still haven't had a ride on the ferry yet. Never mind, we will be
running this walk again.

Involvement with Other Groups - [an and [ are still artending meetings ot
the Greater Manchester Ecology Units Wildlife Working Group. These are
quarterly meetings, and provide an insight into natural environmental problems
on a Greater Manchester wide basis, and allows contact with full-time (and other
part-time) officers and workers from various voluntary and statutory groups,
including ecologists from many Boroughs of Manchester.

lan and 1 have also attended a meeting to restart a Manchester Environ-
mental Forum in Manchester. This is being facilitated by workers from MERCI
(our landlords), and hopefully, this time things will continue and useful dialogue

can be maintained, and a far greater influence can be had within Manchester City
Coumeil 1o effect a more sustainable future for the city.

211'1? M‘qul_e l-'I would like to express my gratitude to lan for his continued
ditorship of this esteemed publication. [t gives me an outlet for my writing

which may, or may not, be a : 4k I m |
Ay, oF may not, be a good thing! This year saw the publishing of o
special Millennium editon, which was also owr 50th edition. 1 think, and I hope
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that the quality of our newsletter is better than ever - certainly all tha
jC S it

out do 10 than positive.

dback 1 g€t is more

&
; of our Group - One of the baffling things that happened was an
S from Manchester University by Kath Ray (now Dr. and a member of
ﬂPProaCh r?o use Manchester Wildlife as one of her guinea-pig groups for a
ur %wl-l?.zl survey. All members were asked to complete a tir;k-g‘)ox initial survey
oclo 08‘“{ e;nd several were invited for a first stage, face-to-face interview, and
g imber to a much more in-depth, second stage interview. The results of
1ol grviews are still in the process of beiniz documented and when we have
these;ﬁ,]g then you can be sure that they will appear in the Magpie for you all
?élr;ld ab'our ydx,n'selvac. Initial thou 'hts on r!le group 7.<how us 1o be very
unusual in our structure and howwe work, compared to the other groups studied,

Conclusion - [ will finish wir'h a wish list. That we can attract (and not frighten
off) some more active people into the group (or from within the group) who can
hePp to make Manchester Wildlife more effective than ever bgturcv - hopefully
attracting even greater numbers of people to join, and to join in. I'd hate it to
become just a retirement club for lan and I. Please Lelp us to not let this happen.

Thank vou. Anthonv Phelps Honorary Chair, Manchester Wildlife 23rd April 2002

6 Treasurer’s Report - 31st December 2001

These are not audited accounts. There may be some difterences when the final
hgures come out but [ am confident that these will only be in minor detail.

Income and Expenditure

(_311 the income side, Craft Sales are now down to nil, but we do havé a fee of £70
for a bodging demonstration in Wirral. Other sales, though slightly up on last
year, are, again, hardly worth mentioning. Subscriptions are down a little but as
membership is fairly steady, at around 100, this is nothing to worry about. Last
Year, some of the smaller donations could have been included in membership
bubscr:‘Ptlcms. Donations are considerably up on last year because of two large
donations, Overall, income was up on last year, mainly because of the donations.
Expenditure is well down on the year 2000, mainly because we did not
g:g i?s ;(1::9 ':tlll ‘_10 not know‘the po.sit.ion on this and have not made inqui.rie:x“j'
the RSNC %a_s :\hghtly less. Subscriptions are down, because we no longer pay
reduced thejy AU .Ljrball Wildlife Partnership is still in existence but th'cjy I;m'e
Urban Wi dli f;‘ﬁ"“‘-?s to a minimum. For e:.cample thgy no longer publish their
out thg hardf ews. Other items of .expendmu"e are similar. [t1s wo‘rrlj pj): nnn)g
Ifit became anany expenses are being claimed (travel, phone c‘a‘lls. t.x‘ce‘tﬂ"a‘é
Meome mverifs.efry to claim these expenses then we would need to increas
'I'herefr)renblhonungemy' : : i e
10 bir e There Aappears to be a large increase in profit, from - 120
year, p&rﬁcm&ﬂl& of no significance and the position Fould cﬁlar}ge in the curren
“se v Y if there are no donations or craft fees. If this were to be the
Ve to dip into our reserves so that we can pay our rent and

Publis) e ol 1
S the ¢ : :
hewsletter, which seem to be our major expenditure.
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Balance Sheet

Current Assets are up, because of the st wplus, with the current account
balance at £345, compared with £153 for 2000.

Current Liabilities are much the same.

Accumulated funds are up by £134 but we are in a fairly healthy state as
we still have over £2,000 in our deposit account. However, | must again remind
you that this is mostly made up of grant money which must be spent on specific
projects and we still may need to find new ways of raising money to cover rent,
as this is a major element in the cost of running the group.

lan Brown, Hon, Treasurer
7 Election of Officers
Anthony Plelps, Chair & Secretary - {an Brown, Hon. Treasurer - retived and,
being elegible offered themselves for re-election.

8 Any Other Business
As there was no other business the meeting was closed.

The meeting was not quorate. Any member of Manchester Wildlife,
who has objection to any of the above, must infrom the Secretary -
Anthony Phelps - Flat 7, 104 Clyde Road, West Didsbury, Manchester.
M20 2JN, in writing, detailing their objection, by the 31st of January

2003. If there are objections, an extraordinary meeting will be held.

Autumn crocus - has been found at Bottoms Hall, Tottington, Bury
by Louise Llewellyn and later by Dave Bentley who visited the site on the
21st October 2002,  Several few hundred plants in total in numerous
patches at north end and south of field and scattered in between.
Apparently all between public footpath and stream, in an arc nearly 400m
fong. “A bit weather worn when | got there”, said Dave. There is a stream
running through the site, which looks nice, and across the stream is a
lgrge rush pasture which is in the Wildlife Corridor. “Including the
Crocus in an SBI will give an excuse to consider the marsh. Also of
potential is the woodland on the valley side on the east bank of stream”
added Dave, who wondered, “are these the Hawkshaw Crocus?

_ Autumn Crocus are rare, nationally, but this arca (Manchester) is
fonmd};e:eed to be a stronghold of the plant. A good number of colonies
e e e
Dol L Rl ishop). ‘lt is pleasing to know that}hcre are

s, in Greater Manchester, where Autumn Crocus is found an

al s e L 4
ofsg‘e we hear, tlgat sites :whele this plant are found stand a good chance
ing made Sites of Biological Importance.
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Manchester Wildlife
diture for the year ended 31st December 2001

and Expen
me and ,

Income 243
ponation® 70 180
L 20 11
g o 525 572
Subscr.iptwns : =
Donations
Wlerest. P AL e W
899 835
Less: Expenditure
Rent and Rates 392 580
Subscriptions, Training Etc. 3 31
Printing, Stationery & Postage 225 207
- Minor Equipment & Consumables 34 23
~ Accountancy 40 40
Insurance 55 55
Food & Travel 6 17
755 953
Surplus/Deficit For The Year 144 -118
Tax on Bank Interest 8 7
’ MN—“ for Year after Tax 136 -125

Making your own Pond

We off A ;
strll(cj)'cfitt‘)elll1 §§(§c111(]i("lwdElal requests for infonn.alion on ponds; their con-
able tq fye] ng with wild plants and animals, etc. We are usually
has agkeq il;a}ut P“t this can be a time consuming process. A member
e think this ‘i‘s‘all publish an article on pond making, in the Magpie.
1ave any oy, ' a good idea and would appreciate your help. If you
Why not shaperlence in the construction and development of ponds.
Unco “tallll:lfig?elér experience with us. Do you know of a good source
Pond, o 4 good pond mud which will help to get life started in a new
!‘nowleclge ik source of native pond plants? We have a good basic
;ﬂ;‘m 1 construction and stocking but any new, or interesting,
Oy

you m :
ay have will help us to compose a more interesting and

ative article,
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Manchester Wildlife
Balance Sheet at 31st December 2001

2001 2000

£ £ " £
Current Assets
Prepayment - Rates 64
Cash at Bank - Current Account 345 153
Cash at Bauk - Deposit Account 2220 2178
Cash to be Banked - Subs collected LB

2565 2423

Current Liabilities
Creditor - Rent
Creditor -Tax 99 49
Accruals - Accountancy 40 95 40 89
NET CURRENT ASSETS 2470 2334
Represented By:
Accumulated Funds:
Balance Brought Forward 2334 2459
Surplus/Deficit for the Year 90y S -125
Balance Carried Forward ; 2470— LR 2334'7

Approved on behalf of the Management Committee By:
Mr. Anthony Phelps (Chair) Mr Ian Brown (Treasurer)

Cne

F1ewts and Village Gre
A Cautionary Tale

In 2001 it was proposed that a new high school should be built on land at
Backbower in Gee Cross, Hyde. Local people considered that the land was
}Zubhc Jopen space, with access allowed to all who wished to use it. The
Council said the land belonged to them and that access was only allowed
with their permission. Local residents wanted the area to be declared as
a village green and a public inquiry was Leld o determine this. For the
wlle?ge green, witnesses told how they had used the land. for informal
Tecreation, for 20 years or more, and were not aware that the land was
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dlife - Events and Meetings

20D . Old Monkey Public
. _Time 7.30pm at the Lo by
il Mee ngtr'ozu:)l; Portfand btleet/Pﬁnifgsgwi(m.
its 10‘“‘.36){ (;I;I(I:Dilccadilly Gardens Bus & Metro =
ﬂ ' X » : . . l
a7 70 . 20pm at the Bridge 5 Mill,
o w::ulll'mf3 7“%0 Ii Contact - lan Brown

Meeting - Details as for January 21st

oo ing - ils as for January 21st.
n sgﬁ‘;leﬁtéﬂ ng ftglt%fa?ls as for January 30th.

ing - ils as for January 21st.
{ sggil?iln%ﬁlt;y c?«fctlallgiad Walk - Meet 11am at Hezllld
(- rains From Piccadilly & Oxford Road - last sto befmig.t {(e
is could be a long walk so, come prepared with, food, drink,
waterproofs. Contact - [an Brown - 0161-437 7040.

Social Meeting - Details as for January 21st.
General Meeting - Details as for January 30th.

Vigan Flashes Walk - Meet outside the main entrance
e Station. Time [2noon. Contact - lan Brown - 0161-

Social Meeting - Details as for January 21st.

ocial Meeting - Details as for January 21st.
General Meeting - Details as for January 30th.

;01“‘:1&21 :md that they were trespassing. The Council argued
g Illl on the land with their permission and that they
Po:showy that they owned the land.

: : m;}" nspector found against the village green. The
levan, e ig:.) hot aware of council ownership was not
E s byr?olgegt the law really is no defence! The

@E_m“ one so, if you want to declare an area

:.:t h“gv:t;gelgo];o?lelation of the landowner. As,
Ka"d@W"ﬂ‘m' uild a school, that co-operation



Useful Contacts

' i & 7711 (day)
RSNC Urban Wildlife Partoership ... 01636 677711 (day) 1
Lnglish Nature NW Regicnal Office. 01942 820342 (day)

. , T A
Cheshire Wildlife Trust ....o.comen North Group. Tyafford, Liz Blackiman. Ul’()l z‘ ,—lh 18
Wilmslow Group, Tony Browne. 0lol-430 17 D
Jedide, Exic Stead 0161-494 9130
roject, Mick Weston. 01204 301847 (day )

Stockport & lan

Lancashire Wildlife Trust . ..evvereeom .. Bolton Wildlife ¥
Meadiock & Tame Valley ; ; ;
Conservation Assodation . Mildred Burlinson. 0161330 2721

BIcV i Salford & Trafford. Val Sutton. 0161-872 7040 (day)
.............. ; Gale & Aluincham. Shelagh Aston. 0161-800 06910

Bolten. Rick Parker, 01942 817302

Bury. Lawrence Kitchenson. 0161-796 0404 (day)

Gtr. Manchester Bird Recorder. Judith Smuath 61942 712615

Jane Whitaker. 016 1-872 1000

British Trust for Omithology ...........

Red Rose Forest Team

R o Bolton Group. Tony Johnson, 01204 468830
Manchester Group. Simeon Rydz. 0161 434 2720
Stockport Gronp. Brian Hallworth, 0161 456 3328
Advice on Birds in Distress —............... Three Owls Bud Sanctuary. 01700 042102

Bat Groups South Lancashire, Angela Graham. 0161-797 4745
Cheshire, Mike Freeman. 01600 41581

Butterflies/Moths . Bairy Shaw. 0161-491 0753

Mammals/ Insects Bolton Museum, Steve Garland. 01204 522311 (day)

Amphibians/Ponds Dave Bentley, 0161-763 7832

GM Police Wildlife Liason Officer ... Inspector Denise McGowan. 0161-865 1060

Mersey Valley Wardens Sale, 0101-905 1100 (day)} Chodton. 010 1-881 5639 (day)

Croal/Irwell Valley : ;
Countryside Service ... Nicky Greek. 01204 334343 (day)

Stockport Countryside S

Ranger Service ... 0161-477 5637
Trafford Coundil, Environment ..........0161-912 3206
Trafford Recycling Officer ...................... Glen Smait, 016 [-912 4912
Mandhester Sustainability Group .......Adran Pearce. 016 1-234 45904
b{hnd‘lwwr Recyding Officer .............Pete Stevens, 0101-234 4020
Stockport Reeyding Holline ............ ~0161-474 4747 '

Manchester FoF, 0161-834 8221
mé:rldng Newsletter ................. Michael Bane. 0161-276 9321
! Manchester Enviranmental Resource Ceentre. 0161-273 1736

1 l‘w Magpie is the newsletter of Manchestor Wildlite

s pages ave not necessarily those of Manchester Wil {life
that 1 ndormation in the "Magpie" is mm;cl' e )
on the information contained in "M doe

The opinions expressed within
i : lh\--'e 1y etfort is made to ensure
| Allyone who undertakes a proiect base

r A ; e s ject based
18P1e does so at their own sk i ;

£ is n networking organiation. o
tacts Liste nen g Organisation. You are in-
etai Idst: are we lnmon yours? Please

You are welcome 1o reprocluce anything contained in

Magpie™, with an acknowledgement

W'
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