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It was near the end of November that I was walking towards Unicorn in
Chorlton along Albany Road, and the first thing I noted was the
buzzing of a lot of bees. 1 quickly crossed the road to the terraced
houses, with their tiny front gardens, and saw what [ initially identified
as a Fig bush in flower - lovely spherical, star-burst type flowers of a
creamy white colour, absolutely heaving with honey bees.

It was only when [ was talking with my dad, that he reminded
me of something I did know, but had forgotten, about figs - they don't
flower in the traditional sense of flowers. They have a bud’ - with a
hole. The fertilisation is done by small beetles which crawl into this
bud, and transfer pollen that way. Another interesting thing about the
fig, is that the fertilised 'flower’ has to endure the following winter, and
only produces the fig fruit during the next summer. The old Victorian
gardeners used to wrap each 'bud'’ in peat held on with muslin to keep
them from dying during our frosty winters. They'd obviously never
heard of "food miles"!

Anyway, these flowers I'd seen were obviously not fig - and my
dad said they were "Caster Oil" plants, as he'd had one planted by his
new pond. I wondered then if it was the same plant that produces the
lethal poison "Reizin" (sorry - don't know how to spell it) which was
featured on an Open University Chemistry programme, and which is,
apparently, the most lethal poison known to man - probably hundreds
of times more lethal than Hydrogen Cyanide - or was it thousands.
Mind you, when you get to this level of lethalness, I suppose it doesn't
really matter all that much. It's a little like nuclear weapons - they've
enough to destroy the world many times over - isn't once once 100
many times? It was this poison that killed the East European diplomat
when it was fired into the back of his leg from an umbrella gun, whilst
he was waiting for a bus on a London Bridge some years ago. I'm
amazed that any plant (or animal) should feel the need to produce
such a powerful toxin just to protect it from being eaten. However,
there are many such similar instances in nature.
aids ke qubethebotanistsintbegroupcanhelpmewithatme
identification of this plant. The interesting thing about my sighting is
that | am seeing these plants everywhere now. Also, many other plants
are in flower in what most people don't realise is a colourful season -

Mallows, Winter Jasmine, etc.
er Jasmine, etc by Anthony Phelps
o s



North West.BirdFair Py Anthony

Phelps

It was a dtill;‘bﬁit day on Sunday 18;th‘i\lo.\‘7em5er 2001
out for Burscough Bridge, and the walk through f:

Cat Lap;e, to thg%Nilc{fowl and Wetlands Tmst,%ese?vrgl;?ﬁamfted
for this'year's Bird Fair. If you've never been - it's only &

,'When I set

y Just over £5 for 4
- » return rail trip, and fcﬁ,ﬁ
. 9% walk's about a mile and a
< - half - but the birds op the
Journey often make it take
“quite a long time - this year |
saw a large Fieldfare flock
and Tree Sparrow. In other
years, there have beep
marvelous ‘' views “of Corn
Bl'mtmf on the telephone
wires down the road - but
- not this year, as well.as the
- busy skeins of Pink-foot
Geese in the winter sky,
, ‘. It was ver{ busy on
.~ the reserve - but I expected
that. " I had a quick trip
around all the stalls - and
managed ‘1o avoid

e

i . 7, . Ao .'._j;,m‘ v . a > J consumerism A but did piCk
up some good information about the Salford dev v
(see amcfeoon Botany Bay Wood) rd development from Judith

. After that, I went out onto the reserve, to do some birding. I
checked the s htings board, and was thrilled to notice a bird tha%l'd
never managed to see - despite having sat next to someone watchir
one, who, nevertheless was unable to direct me onto it as he couldn't

e this eye from his telescope, or he'd have lost it too! The bird in
question is the American Green-winged Teal. This is fiot a "ful] tick", in
twitching ;;gi%sabsy 1{1;3 only a sub helas %i;;reaL It differs from. the

uropean ving a vertical white bar on i
and not.a horizontal white line through the wing. < "¢ Of the chest,

.1 made my way quickly to where it ha »i)eens"ott ' '
got to the steps of the lgde,gylll Oddie (not adrarity ’atl:') thig%vzg(ti r flé
Seems to open it every year!) was just comin out, and he confirmed
that the teal was showin well at the moment. When | got to a seat;
someone directed me to t e bird, which was out in the open, almost in
g]b;gt of the hide - very obliging, and I had excellent long views of this

. Allin all, a good day out. There are other parts of Martin Me.
that I don't rggfly. enjoy, personally - like the Peil)ls where tg:é?r .hggg
captive wildfowl, which are for breeding purposes. However, there are

always people wandering around this area, so it must be p fayars
s, after all, what the 'T seem to spend a lot of time oqxﬁgﬁ’df‘;‘é ;t
-4 -
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supporter, I suppose I cannot be too critical. However, I do prefer my
birds wild, and for that, I am well catered for here. Something for
everyone.

W
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European Green-winged Teal

by Janet Cuff

When considering a holiday destination, why not Great Britain? The
main reason I say this is that holidays abroad often involve air travel
which, although not a lot is said about this by government bodies, is an
extremely polluting form of transport, not only in terms of aircraft
emissions, but also in terms of all the paraphernalia surrounding
airports. We could, of course, use the train or coach to go to Europe
but, even so, we are talking about quite long distances. So why not stay
in Great Britain?

We have some wonderful seaside resorts. For example,
Scarborough, Llandudno or even Morecambe, mostly accessible by rail,
where there is plenty to see and where you can get healthy and
pleasant exercise simply by walking from one end of the promenade to
the other. At many of our seaside resorts, attractive countryside is very
close at hand. At Llandudno you have the Great Orme, with an
abundance of wild flowers, and at Morecambe you can walk
northwards along the beach and view the seabirds on the sands.
(Leighton Moss Nature Reserve is very close at hand - near Silverdale
Station - an excellent day out - Ed.)

i If you want to be more adventurous, you could try a walking
holiday in one of the remoter parts of England or Wales, perlvlsl‘ﬁs by
using some of the simpler Youth Hostels. By doing this, you will not
only be taking a holiday which does not make any significant
contribution to global warming, but also one which gives supFon to an
organisation which is in dire financial trouble, as a result of foot and
mouth. Indeed, any holiday taken in Great Britain gives support to the

a8



ailing British tourist industry.  So, why not “holid:
public transport to get there, of coiuse.y iy

NESWENGESEISEISHE by 1an Brown

Yes, I tend to agree with Janet. [ have been abroad
occasions and greatly enjoy holidaying i : on a number of
Austria. However, one o tge best hg}i am S wa parts, particularly

I remember was :
the Isle of Wight. I traveled by train to g)urtsmouth .
; th
Ryde, by the ferry, and to Shanklin, on the east <:oanst,et!>1 03120 ?(;ctﬁ

railway. [ stayed in a simple hotel and, wishin; i
) : ! 2 g to walk the isla
398 a weekly ticket for the public transport.. This éeolsgtl g;vd’i;{
4i which I thought was extremely good value, and allowed me to
travel all over the island, mostl¥ by bus. One could walk across to the
west coast and return by bus, all in one day. The Isle of Wight is simply
mazinxg flgd wildlife, particularly butterflies and wildflowers. It was
re 1 my first, and only sighting of Stinking Iris (Iris
wfoeﬁdisamn&gz). I went in late June when the orchids are at their best.
s beged and&mtgafhs is made very easy. All the paths are signed, and
R rge scale maps are available which make it almost
- lsg?:d axt:i get lost. Of course, being by the seaside, there is plenty
e 0 5 the evening entertainment is excellent. I would certainly
ommend a week on the Isle of Wight; you would be sure to enjoy it!

Editor’s Note - Enough of this advertising for th '
e Isle of Wight T\
?::édtixg anyone else has ideas for comllralgﬁng global warming, ;?lglsset
edm to me. The main item, we informed you of in Magpie 50, is
expected any day now but may not arrive in time for this issue. ’
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by Tim Lepidus
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Botany Bay Wo

ods - Salford’s New Racecourse

I ————
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When I was at the North West Bird Fair, 1 bumped into Judith Smith,
County Bird Recorder, who showed me the plans for this area. It is a
plan that has been discussed at length for ages, at the Wildlife Working
Group.

" Botany Bay Wood is a wonderful wild wood - with a large
Heronry (I believe about a hundred nests), and other species of county
note. 'rlyhe Heronry is now a proposed Site of Special Scientific Interest
(pSSSI) - there are still negotiations over the boundary, and the buffer
zone surrounding it. It is, unfortunately, owned by one of the least
conservation-minded companies "Peel oldings" (even typing their
name leaves a nasty taste in my mouth!).

They had a plan to build a new racecourse on an area of
- . _ farmland just north of the woods. There is
'room' for one new racecourse in the country,
and this site is a contender for it. It was
thought that, because of the presence of
Haydock Park Racecourse, that this site
would be overlooked by the racing
authorities, as there obviously isn't a need for
two in one area. At one Wildlife Working
Group meeting, we heard the bad news that
Peel were fplanning to buy Haydock Park, sell
the land for housing, and then put in their
agiplication for Botany Bay Wood. Bad news, |
think you will agree. One of the reasons why
Botany Bay Woods is so good for wildlife is
inaccessibility - there are no public rights of
way through the woods, and there is a thick
thododendron  understorey  around . the
Heronry, which makes any negotiated access
idifficult. ' Peel have recently been taking out
" : the rhododendrons, with the express purpose
of !'openm§1 up the woods ready. for (Fublic access"; ' This is not good
news for the Grey Herons, as any disturbance, even walking under
their nests, can cause them to abandon. Other notable species present
and/or breeding, which are there mostly because of the lack of
disturbance, are Long-eared Owls, Woodcock, Little Owl and Tawny
Owl, with unconfirmed by omithoi%gist sighting of Nightjar. It is also
the only Greater Manchester breeding site for Siskin and Buzzard
Most of these would not continue to use these woods should they be
opened up for public access, or if major development nearby were
petmitted.
However, at the last meeting, Judith gave us the wonderful
news that the Jockey Club itself had bought Haydock Park. It is
E““kely that they want to close this established course, and that

eel may have been thwarted in their efforts to develop the woods in
alford. It's a case of "watch this space".

Anthony Phelps
-



Cork of Life

The Extremadura region of Spain and P i
rare birds but also the last stronghold of the § s foS"LY @ haven for

- ynx (Felis [
supports populations of Wolves and the ynx). Italso
The Cork Oak is a very important | | Coettn genetta),
element in the habitat of this X
region and I would like to ask all
Manchester  Wildlife members,
mhkeaglassor‘éwoofvino,to :
sure you avoid wine ered
mm corks and insist o;topp uine
1K corks. Please tell all your
friends and colleagues.

3

>

The cork forests of Spain and Portugal are in gfeatr dr from

plastic wine stoppers previously ht, accordi
i y b : to the RSPB.
Syggleaelsssho_w that plastic could have 15% of thensgtopperemarigt
013, ggggenng a crash in the cork market. Asa result, the Iberian

7 cork forests, which provide a habitat for speci
e St ol ey e G0 G
the bottles of wine they buy. e BR e gl in

e The forests provide an essential
ll::h:itnf: ot el ‘:md" my bit for bird life, 1 would like to
wines are closed Vﬁthcork:t:cll,pweh? How can I tell which
Dennis - Weobley, Herefordshire which with plastic? - Beatrice

Sadly, you can’t. | .
LN Chcapest £2.99 and £3.99 bortles T ser 15, 105 only the

are used on stylish, new-wave wines s CoR at £4.99

4 O pair and the | : as Argentina’
fing tl}ecork, ha: N range from S‘CﬂYWhefethebotﬂes’liymyf
the wine within,

n considered as an important a s ement as

Rdimr’snote-Forgivem i ‘ thoug] reason

X y rance but | the re '

Plastic corks was that the corlk,gnf?)fcork, corks, wafg;cﬁgtmt?:gmre 74
B~

11 18 r?y O' « QT /;::, D))
IIs the Bmd im Sight?
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by Witha Smallpea

There has been a long and, some would say, successful campaign
against Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS), the animal testing laboratory
(see previous Magpies). This campaign recently culminated in a
blockade of the roads leading to the laboratory, at 3.00pm on the 8th
January, by large buses and a car outside the gates, with activists
locked-on underneath them. Other tactics are a continuing e-mail and
telephone campaign targeting its major shareholders, and staff.

On the 10th January 2002, it seemed that most of the Financial
Times was devoted to this topic (* see note below), with the news that
HLS's biggest backer, the US bank, Stephens Incorporated (from Little
Rock, Arkansas), was "... Planning to end its relationship with HLS by
the end of the month ...". Stephens dropped HLS a "lifeline” (to allow
them to continue torturing and killing?) with a £24 million loan when
the Royal Bank of Scotland severed its ties with the company. Itisalso
HLS's biggest shareholder, with a 16% stake.

Stephens say they have secured a secret buyer for HLS's debt,
and is also planning to split and offload its shares (to avoid disclosure).
HLS shares are due to be delisted from the London Stock Exchange by
the end of January, when they'll transfer to a new company on the New
York Stock Exchange. They are 'worth’ 3%p each, as of the Sth
January 2002.

However, protest groups opposing HLS are pushing Stephens to
actually severe its ties completely, not just talk about it, and also to
declare who the new backer(s) will be. HLS's Managing Director, Brian
Cass seemed indifferent to the changes, saying "We'll just be paying
interest to a different lender”.* Note: I would add that, as expected, the
coverage in the FT ("No FT, no comment"?) involved very few words
from the activists, with the majority, including an editorial and a large
‘Personal View', was from people concerned with saving HLS, people
themselves involved in animal testing, and other businesses targeted by
the campaigners, How balanced of them! They repeatedly called HLS
a "perfectly legitimate and reputable business", or words to that effect.
But, does that make HLS's business activities right, ethical and immune
from the peoples' right to protest? I think not.

One of the main campaign groups is SHAC (Stop Huntingdon Animal
Cruelty), and their website can be found at: www.shac.net



ve written abott this campaign in Magpies 48 and 49, with the first
I‘Vh(:lse being fought and wé)n y West idsbury Residents Associatiosn

second phase of the campaign has Manchester Wildlife
being asked for assistance by WDRA in helping to write a 'proper
Ecological Survey, which was sadly lacking in species .in the official
version. This we did, and it is now on the WDRA website for all to see,

at www.westdidsbury.org.u Foa : :

ince then, we have been invited to talks with the "Primary Care
Trust" (PCT), who believe they own at least most of the site - I think it is
probabgy like this with most hospitals. So far, we have attended two
meetings with a Mr Simon Stagg of the PCT.

first meeting was strange. We had been talking a lot
beforehand, and contactig- all the concerned expert opinions we
could, and getting prepared - after all, we didn't quite know what to
expect - as it turned out, neither did Mr Stagg. We were almost
stunned when Mr Stagg said he'd managed to get us £3,000, referring
to it as "our money”" RA and MW!), which surprised us, as we'd not
spoken before, and hadn't actually asked for any. He talked about us
producing a "management plan” to enable him to transfer the money
mto one of our accounts. He also kept restating that "he wasn't an
advocate for the environment, he was just a communicator”. He kept
sta that he didn't have any time to actually "do" anything, but
would help to "enable" us to do things; ie. we'd have to do all the work!
Later, I spoke with Alison Hunt (joint member of WDRA and
MW like myself), and she'd taken advice that our campaign could be
compromised 1f.wg accepted the money, as it could affect our future
mitigation negotiations. 1 checked our position with lan, and we
agreed that would not want to take possession of this money.
. What amazed me was that, for the first time in my life; if m
reading of the situation is correct, somebody was trying to buy me oé
in association with the other members of the campaign group). At
1 was flattered that I seemed to be 'important’ enough, or causing
hat much of an ann%ance to make this happen. However, on further
consideration, I was sted that they should think me so cheap - just
£3,000! Also, if you the lowest estimated figure that the site is
expected to attract from a developer (£20,000, to £30,000,000),
this £3,000 is not even 1%} Shows you how much value is attached to
Just prior to our second planned meetmé' , 1 was in contact wi
another of our 'negotiating tealg', Barry, from WDRA. Heoanrf?lclt mg
felt apprehensive about attending the meeting, knowing that we
me%oba to turn down the offer of "our money”, and knowing that we'd
probab getnowherefasftgmgtosqueeze any actions out of Mr Stagg.
s owever, we arrived, and Mr Stagg had brought along another
his staff, someone who understands developers and the planning
initially started quietly - and kept my interventions to
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soki Mr Stagg mentioned the possibility of selling the
P!Ck,l'lcl eﬁpfﬁlffé‘ﬁ;mem", %gmindixég him that he'd not be allowed to
- > olish the site without having had a full internal bat survey - bats
o the only European protected species seen using the site
beutﬁgou h the initial bat survey lodged with the Council states that they
S?zhft o any internal investigations, desame finding bats each time
ere there). 1 knew that both the Greater Manchester Ecology

A “rrxd English Nature were interested in the bats on this site. ‘
o Well, then Mr Stagg surprised us all, again - he seems to use this
management ploy - }ge gave us the information that the plans may

o ahan ing again - and that the current thinking was that they were
})e lcdn %o use the Burton House site, which was the original site for the
oo rs%ore for the new Community Hospital, and to dispose of }tlhe
- ole of the main hospital site, in its entirety, fo'g development. T gg

s ted. that the site was now "on the market", and the propos

i etable seems to be Spring 2002 for any new development to start,
nrrtlii that it could be g years in construction. Outline planning
= rmission has already been gained for the site. Another surprise was
Ia).ebt:vut the "Burial Ground" on the corner st Igeg iﬁgvzg fféﬁcfﬁi

Road, which is a woodland at present. Wg hd Bl
on'gina’ tline plans, that this was outside of the scope of any
develo;ln?;xt, an {afa’fs, therefore, s}atfli lHogve\‘f/sga ltVixrs isrﬁ%sgfecxl\?é?reg

'uncertainty’ over the status of this land. i t 1
:ﬁéngisutg:; of dgel%pment of the Duchess of York Children’s Hospu‘al%
which used some of the burial ground when it was built. The coislz ?
exhumation increased their costs enormously, so it still seems unlike (}i,

: that any develo;;gr wot_xlgl kngwmgly take on that cost an
troy the woodland. e :

g~ deSThgn, the biggest surprise of the meefing

happened. Mr Stagg actually agreed to put in place a

formal internal Bat Survey. They are going to contact

Angela Graham of the Lancashire Bat Group to

“discuss this, and the DEFRA license that will need to

be obtained prior to the survey, and also to make

plans for what to do should roosts be located. If

thiat wasn't enough, he also said he'd speak with Brian Martin for adwfce

on whether any of the buildings to remain on the site were suitable for
adding special eaves to enable House Martins to build nests under.

. it was a fruitful meeting, with something happening tltlo
ensull're that the animals on the site are given some protection from the
development. = ,

OpJust before Christmas, it was announced that 31%2 acres,_abofut
half ‘of the main site, had been sold to Countrywide Properties for
redevelopment. This company is one that Brian Martin - someone we
have consulted over the House Martin (no pun intended!) Colony - has
dealt with on a previous development. At that time, they included
House Martin-friendly additions to that site follomr;ﬁaconsultanon.
HOPC% WDRA and ourselves can work to ensure that at least the
House Martins can be assured a home within the new development.

Outlinesglanning permission exists for 25,550 square metres of office
space, 380 homes and a 150 bed hotel.

-11-
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Wﬂd lemg par M. Charlés ﬁ’Tange

Work on the County and District Bio-diversity Action P]
stalled in some cases. It seems that site p?Otection isa ?ﬁﬁfsgiha}fe
over writing down our desires as BAPs. As I write, the ngtsonty
County Ecologists for the NW are trying to kick start the process a S? .
They are lool § for indicators to see how well we are rotegti a
e e mehed oy bic ot o
ess and species quality scores) f i

wetlands (ponds) as County Wﬂdhf‘e)egltes, usinqg, wetlax)ldorlaslexllltic 2’3

aquatic invertebrates. We seem to understand pretty well what is a
good amphibian site. Sadly, the two County Ecolggists have sat on m

work, for two years so far, and have done nothing with it. o

Bolton - Survey work stalled because of foot and mouth. The B
Wildlife Project has applied for grant funding to assist the final b(i)tl;%l}
survey work for the mu&}x, this year. Bolton’s Countryside and
Wildlife Planner has left the authority. © Bolton MBC decided to
disestablish the post when she left. Shame on Bolton. Bolton Wildlife
Project are getting an awful lot of calls about frog deaths; apparently
in the wake of Tom Rangton’s Radio 4 interview. = They
suggest that the public are over-keen to relport any death rather than
{suubsf those causeg. by Red-leg. A dead Slow Worm turned up in a
urbaln_ ga:ﬂde_l; Ofgtlmd by my colleague who also does landscape work.

Bury - In early I wrote, in the Regional “ i
reported that a Great Crested Nemgm ndeapgnﬁeelss’t ?&r glwgs

developers acting unlawfully. Council Officers, the Co
. . Cou . un
ward), Police, Ombudsman, Wildlife Trust and English Nggulrga(%ergzi
r chester) would do or say nothing to make the developers-carry out
: mitigation work which was required as part of the broad consent.
ﬁltally, in November, the Golf Club apglie‘d or Planning Permission to
%6123 screens along the motorway and a forceful request for a Section
& Cogxeement, from the Planning Committee’s audience, resulted in
e mz;nntgee adding & condition to the consent. -We wait to see
m)“‘vether_ 200§nvplved will simply re this condition as well.” Well
now, in , 'can tell you that the condition has been well and truly
lgmmedﬁ the rggrlacement pond/habitat was supposed to have been
Gbuikmt eg;ree;dm 2001. The golf screens are up.  Bury MBC now has a
rthat I;em BAP which is worth absolutely zero. Last year I
toef the lodgesa Iggrx}illl %%dfhat thgr}x)dhtggnweg o s il
. I can 3 omm i
apptwc‘:n an application for housing, subject %o a Seclttxtgig&ldﬁegmm
ﬁmstgnedt - ct the wildlife. Well, as soon as the Council announc
vmmmmded to_approve, subject to a Section 106, Barratt’s
mthe i about bulldozing all the amphibian land habitat beyond
o -bonndaxy.andﬁ}ledmthepogdwhlchwassup sed to have
v rescue. The developers did not even wait for the Section
oo’ lggstmyeg.the habitat first. Note that the earth moving, to
infill mge did require planning consent but, if you are ury
memmcil, - t does n.th‘at A'lxllat‘lxg You ca;x’t up?et.a developer by takir
haven’t been down recently.” The house building 1;.23" now st A
+12- -
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An Unknown
Salford Attraction

by Janet Cuff

Some time ago, a friend mentioned to me that there was
across the Manchester Ship Canal out in the Irlam area. Re(?egrtel:e ﬁe
round to investigating, and found something of "a hidden gem}',’ %Ot
not quite sure about the history of this ferry, but I believe that 1n tl'rln
past, there was a bridge over the canal at this point and that when ii
was demolished for some reason, the Ship Canal Company were legall
obliged to provide a free ferry for the public in replacement. The ferrgrl
is still there, but the problem is that hardly anyone knows about it!
When I rang GMPTE travel information to enquire
about buses, the chap who answered the phone insisted that
there was no such ferry. He said I must be thinking of Bob's
ferry, which no longer runs, and even though I protested
that this was not the case, I could not convince him. With |
the aid of the A - Z, I did eventually find out which bus to !
catch, but that was not the end of my problems. I was not
sure exactly where to get off the bus and so I asked some
local pgo&le who were on the bus. They had never heard of
Hulme's ferry either! The result was that I overshot the stop &
gxgnvt\{?:ﬁ ;nég(llrlam where, ﬁfter 1aciv,king several people, 1 did =Ses
someone who told me e
ot thelliaath dow1t1hto T e where to go back to
; owever, the path [ was directed to, and used, was
not in fact the public right of way - it involved trespassing on
some land belonging to a golf course, although in fact P
Itlho-oxfle stopped me using it. When I did eventually arrive at §
- e ferry, and had rung the bell to summon John the
erlgénap from his cottage on the south side of the Canal, I £
asked him why there was no sign directing people to the

ferry. He then
informed me that there was no
sign at the beginning of the
path I had used because that
was not the public path - but
then neither was there a sign at
the beginning of the true
public path because that was
virtually impassable owing
serious rubbish tipping! Jo

is really fed up about th

one knows about it, and that even those who do
becauiﬁ)ohl?{ ?3);ringl,eterred from using it because of the path problems.
knowmay wonder why I am raising this on the pages of Magpie. Well,
:(1:); fact is that for those persistent enough to make it to the ferry, a little
pit of rural bliss awaits them; if you dl'dn’t know that 'urban
Salford/Manchester was close by, you wouldn't be aware of it. I'm not
sure of the precise wildlife value, but I would think there's quite a'blt to
be found if you're more knowledgeable than I am. And once you're on
the south side of the Canal, it's only a few minutes walk to a Nature
Reserve run by North West Water, which is open to the public. Why are
Salford City Council not publicising the ferry more? This is something I
intend to take up with them, but I thought the first thing to do was to
approach them to ask them to get the path cleared and usable. 1 did
ﬂl’:is wearing my Ramblers hat and, although they took a long time to
reply, 1 have now had a very positive response from them.
‘ : They say they have inspected the path, are shocked at the
: extent of the dumping and “will endeavor to ensure that the
obstruction is moved before the end of January 2002”.

e

'{ byIan Brown

' Having heard about the ferry, from Janet, I thought I ought to
have a look. It would also be a good opportunity to take

photographs for inclusion in this article. To this end I
* Surchased a G.M. Railranger ticket and, after visiting Wigan
or a little light shopping, I rode on to Flixton via Oxford Road
Station. A short walk to the Woods End area of Davyhulme
found me at Hulme’s Ferry. [ roused the Ferryman, John
McDermott, who rowed me to the other side of the Ship Canal
 and kindly showed me the official footpath out to Irlam.
\ Though there is a lot of fly-tipping, on the path, it is still
possible to get through.

We re-crossed the canal and John offered me a cup of
tea before I made my return journey. He told me a little about
the history of the ferry. It came into beié? just over 100 years ago,
when the canal was constructed. It replaced a wooden footbridge over
the River Irwell, :
which used to flow
through this area of,
at the time, open
countryside. The
fe cottage was
buiit one year after
the canal opened.
Anyway 1 h of
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chatting; it was about time I was getting ho
Station, caught the train to Oxforngoad,gancﬁiéé :;vr? ltléeg. to Urmstop
home via Stockport. I rode on 10 trains, that day, a) iccidilly ang
ticket. Not bad value for £2.50 and a most interestin;; da O(I,l a' Ranger
We will be going on another reconnaissance walk );nlg,' 2
February, to check out the further reaches of a walk which is ade nd of
in the Events List. See what trouble we take to research our walie’msed
must be sure to join us when we go on the walk proper. 22
How to get there? There are several ways. You could wak
tratwel by bus or train, or even go by car. By bus, you can take the
Nol67, every 10 minutes from Cannon Street in the City centre. Thii

takes you down the A57 Liverpool Road and you get off '
of Irlam by Boysnope Wharf. You walk ey i the, ?msms
into this sort of scrap yard place and cut 103

through the fence, to the left, onto the
foot path proper. Bear right to the ferry
and ring the bell to summon the
ferryman. Even better the No. 15 bus
(from Piccadilly Gardens) goes to Woods e 5 A
End (get ofif at the Fox & Hounds), or the 247 from Stretford to
Woodsend Circle. By train you start from Oxford Road Station. Catch
the 11:13 train, from
platform 5, which will
take you to Flixton.
Buy a Rail Ranger
il ticket as we may
@ return by a different
-route (you can use the
ticket again, in the
evening). Turn right,
from the station,
along Flixton Road,
turn left down Irlam

Y Y 5 e Woodsend Road.
When you see the Fox & Hounds Pub you’re almost there, Look out for
the sign to Davyhulme Millennium Nature Reserve and follow that.
Well meet in the car park (O/S Ref 737958), on Daresbury Avenue, at
12 noon. As the journey takes about 45 minutes, from Oxford Road
you should be there on time; but we’ll wait.

Ta Lodge Community Association

wor S LR AR

rg together to protect the local amenity and environment
0

History of the work of Barracks Lodge Community Association 1999 to 2001
A

: ing of Barracks Lodge Community Association was
g“ﬁl‘;‘i‘,"é /82}1931. On that date a formal constitution was adopted. Prior
ethat date our group had existed on an informal basis without a name
t?n ce January 1559. The following .paragraghs set out a blow by blow
:ccount of how our local community fought to save our much loved
Barracks Lodge which backed onto our homes. : :
In January 1999 Stately Developments Limited applied to build
17 houses on the site of Barracks Lodge and 25 and 27 Newington Drive,
Bury. We all knew that Barracks LodFe was special but we had never
lo‘c‘:zed into things scientifically as the lodge has a security fence around
it, Itabuts our gardens and Council playing fields/open space, Letters of
objection flooded into the Council. Michael Wellock arranged a public
meeting. Dave Bentley the local ecologist was called in by Roy and
Michae .

i, . The residents were dismayed when in March 1999 the Greater
Manchester Ecology Unit sent a novice to look at the site - the value of
the site was not recognised. Simple botanical recording mistakes were
made - eg. recording Yellow Iris as Greater Reedmace! Pond ecologist
Dave Bentley did a quick survey in mid March and found the lodge was
of definite interest and warranted further study. The applicant sent in
their ecologist whose survey was amalgamated into a report by Chris
Blandford Associates. Their report was comtgl:te rubbish and was zigped
apart by Dave Bentley. They had claimed that they had established the
value of the site by surveying it in late March even before the amphibians
had arrived! Their mitigation package was merely ideas which could be
Jotted out on the back of a matchbox!
al No one trusted the Council, The Estates Department were even
involved with negotiations to sell off part of the adjacent school plag;ng
fields to the developers. We circulated letters to parents who must have
made an uproar for the plans were quickly buried, much to the Council's
embarrassment. Talk about the insensitivity of Council Officers bringing
the Council into disrepute! ‘

Michael Wellock stood for the Environment & Wildlife Group in
May 1999's local elections and g‘ot a whopping 400 plus votes, We had
made sure the politicians knew the case for the lodge had public backing.
"Save the Wildlife Lodge" posters went up all over the place. ’
. A site visit was held by Bury Council _&nor to its planning
committee meeting. They came on 1/6/1999, e planning meeting
that evening was packed with lodge supporters. Dave Bentley gave the

) .to the committee to great applause from the locals. The
application was refused and everyone went home happy. g

: Within a week Stately Developments set about cutting down all
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the trees around the lodge and throwing them
disturbed nesting water'bglrds. They draixgled ‘:g:a llrclxjthe VAL
overflow tower. They spent the summer cutting down mo
trees and draining the lodge time and again. They were filqeq . 20T
all. After they had trashed the Jodge they made an oo Q0INg it
Planmng\lnsxectqrqte z:gginst refusal. We tried to enlist gf ot the
the Forestry Authority, the Police and the RSPCA but got n pgort from
Council would only place Tree Preservation Orders ogn th(;) 3 L
were no; growing ox;(t of the et?)ll)lanlqnent of the lodge. e o i
. Survey work to establish the wildlife val :
continued over the summer. We made a case for desiggatgf ttl}]\g s{atre?
Site of Biological Importance (SBI), even with the lodge drained eﬂ
was our survmrk that was important. We still had to persuade the
Greater Manchester Ecology Unit to designate the site, including the
adjacen‘w)oqd catlﬂnad :\gidlheath habitat. : ?

e circulated a letter to all households asking them to send it i
to say that they wanted a full public inqui rathelg than an m?grgmg]l
planning hearing. But we could not rsuuzigé the Council to state that
they would refuse to sell or lease or aﬁgw the use of the Council-owned
banks of the lodge which Stately wanted to flatten. We contacted the
Land . We found out that Stately Developments had
transferred ownership of the lodge to Philip Rothwell, when the

gleafg;lm ez;(pgahgg&)gtw‘:’s mgge, and r:elceivedP it back from him just
i ea i i

per lagd 1121 thg i managed to help the Council acquire a

n 22/8/99 we met and became formally the Barracks Lodge
Community Association. We have a consti’tutio;.nyWe got the upstrea%n
trees on the lodge a Tree Preservation Order. Then, after several
mxsleadm% comments by Council officers, we got the tree in the back
garden subject to the TPO. We got the g}fying field gates and fences
rebuilt and padlocked to keep Stately's vehicles and machines out. A bit

late tho;.lxﬁix.
. When Anne GreatRex, of the GM Ecology Unit, wrote h
of evidence for the Informal Planninfnlz;ppeal earing we cirlclsal:;?loaf
copy to the Leader of the Council. e had said that the lodge was
worthy of SBI designation. On reading it he changed his view of the
lodge and told his colleagues. Thank goodness. The Environment
gﬁ)ebn;y also Se ge% la} favougabl? pg}; SOf ggen%:e‘. Councillor Bob
y arranged a public mee or /1999 a few days before the
Hearing, sc%xeduled for _7/9911]%99. The lodge, and ‘er)x,virons, was
important for 5 species of amphibians including the protected Great
Crested Newts. Also present were 67 aquatic invertebrate species
making this the fourth best sampled pond in North West England
(compared with 1000+ others). "Five of the species had an official
scarcity status ranking it third best in the dataset. Little Grebe and
Kingfisher were ¥£esent. The Planning Hearing started and finished
e room was packed. We had clearly demonstrated a

T
8¢, smashing ?ﬁz

minutes.
substantive public interest. The i or also wanted a proper inquiry
to test the wildlife issues and to find out if the wildlife value would
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if the lodge refilled. So he arranged for a public inquiry to be

return

held in J a"“?rycog?igﬁ d draining the lodge over the autumn to keep it
: S“““ZZS for the inquiry. In November we circulated "have you

looking @ 10} ontacted the Council's wildlife officer

on ts. Someone C
seen Newts? leafle d Newt he found under one of the

i Great Creste
and shawe'cclhh\;/ne1 l?ad g read around the lodge banks. We finally gave

carpets Wit d for killing Litt]

i Stately ‘Developments prosecuted for killing Little
?ebe c?e%);gdggi chicks?, Both thg Police and the RSPCA failed in this
rers oct. At the end of November Stately Developments tried to get the
[nq%' ' delayed from January until the summer. We argued that this
woulléy give them more time to trash the wildlife. The Planning
Inspectorate refused to delay. Then, a week before Christmas, Statel

withdrew their appeal and the Inquiry was cancelled. We were all

leased. But it was not the end of it. i _ \
. In February 2000, at our request, the Council refurbished their

pond next to the lodge. This was the clay hole dug on Council land by
Stately when they filled in and built on Hai Road Lodge. It had never
held water because Stately were unfit to dig holes which held water.
The pond was sorted out so that the local amphibians had somewhere
to breed whilst Barracks Lodge's fate was undecided and the habitat
was being drained continually. ;
In March, consultants working for Stately came on the lodge
and counted Frog spawn. In April Great Crested Newt eggs were
' i . e casen me - discovered in the lodge.
By Stately were told Dbut
A carried on draining the
lodge. The Police were
called. We could not tell
if  they were more
interested in catching
newt habitat smashers,
or people trying to
revent such a crime.
ury MBC called in
consultants who built an
aﬁghibian fence around
half the lodge and put in
bucket traps to catch
amphibians wandering to
A O SRV the lodge (and away
! T R M from it). Dave Dutton,
p—— Sy Teapaees % the wildlife officer
checked the traps every day. We built a scarecrow to keep Ma(fpies
away from the traps. The upshot of the survey was that we had five
species of amphibians, Frogs, Toads, Smooth Newts, Palmate Newts
and Great Crested Newts, trying to breed in the drained lodge. And
Stately kept draining the lodge, even whilst their own consultants were
netting the water area. We have it on film!
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1 General Meeting was held on 10/1/01.

On 6th June 2000 Stately submitted a pnew planni
afaplication to built houses on the lodge. They did not have to “2‘“8
planning fee. They had a free go, as per the rules.  But they che;)n - 3
their application so many times, that it was not the same applicati%e
But the Council refused to send them a bill. =

Anne GreatRex of the Ecology Unit evaluated all the surveys and
made the Site a Grade A site of Biological Importance, covering lodge
banks, acid grassland and heath, shrub and tree areas and the fringes of
the playing fields where the newts live under rubble. We dropped
line to Stately's consultants to tell them. But Stately changed their
consultants and hired Mr. Gemmel, whose reputation goes before him.

He designed a little on-stream pond which we showed could not work.
Because of the water surges the lodge has from street drains, when it
rains, we likened it to a flushing toilet! And to cap it all Stately found
Water Voles on the site,
Another protected species!
The Kingfisher was spotted
in September 2000 on the .
gool that formed after
tately had finally been
warned off by the Police
(we think that is the case).
We also recorded Sphagnum
moss growing on the drained fen -
peat. A Butterfly survey was conducted by us. Martin Prescott
recorded two species of Bats.
; . During October and November 2000 our work concentrated on
investigating the site's hydrology and building a case against Stately's
lans. We showed that the plans would ﬂoodg the school playing field.
e also showed that the lodge was a safety valve preventing flooding
when the aged culvert backed up. The Environment Agency also
indicated that the downstream landowners would be liable if flooding
occurred in the %roposed housing development. This of course would
be Bury MBC, who own the downstream land. In November we noted
that thoughtful' and kind folk had fixed the trashed overflow and the
water began to rise. In December Mute Swans, Tufted Duck and Coots
returned to the lodge. In December 2000 Mr Gemmel wrote a fuller
eco}og report, which was so easy to rubbish. He kept on referring to a
in

wa . in hlSV It.

Over the year a Video was produced to tell the med;
what had been going on. Granada TV came down to ﬁl:ldj(?:(sl?x?:i}
Leader Derek Boden joined us in the interviews) but then Granada
abandoned it half way through and walked off. In Feb Dave
Bentley had fglven a talk, using the lodge's story, at the ational
Conference of Amphibian Workers. The lodge was famous nationally
Michael had received an environmental award from the Council tw
years running, and Roy and Doreen also won an award in 2000, The
annual lift of Frogs from the roads was undertaken. The Community
Association is represented on the Bury MBC Area Board. 5 oo

R0~ y - N

P /// : "I"ww_, and hope.

first Annua Chairman. Our first Annual Report

ichael wellock Wass ﬁ?::;egiydzom we all trooped into the planning

M Onl tMichael read his speech. The application was

committee MEETTE- L ore pleased. We knew that Stately had six

govh. . h to lodge an appeal against the refusal of planning

months ﬂi 8":11111 .;:une 2001 was the deadlilne. We vowed not to go public
nsent. ia { it jogged Stately's memory. 1B

ith the deadline m‘c;ls: 'st,igﬁ? monitor}i,ng amphibians and birdlife

.’I‘he Y nln()% e. We recorded Great Crested Newts egg-laying in

¥ B fhe C%tincil pond. Little Grebes and Coots nested again

the lodge and le Mallard spotted walking u
thankfully and produced young. e it wals) scooped up wi

AL T ith tiny ducklings following
Newington Drive With Iy Cue ¢ B8 highlight of 2001 occurred on
her B p acec.on th%vheg BBC TV’sgAmgmal Hospital turned up

the evening of 2nd of Apr’ Newington Drive. They
to film the annual Frog and Toad rescue on gt e,

ilm i de because of foot and mouth disease so
B s dtha frog lift. Edwina Silver was the

ful to film our urban
;\;ee‘;ngtﬁfeﬂthough none of us had seen her before she has been on TV

ince then. McAlpines lent us fluorescent jackets for the filming.
g;%tusrlg‘c:l%caﬁonal worpk went national again when it was broadcast on
9th May. We also were pleased that the eugport'ravx‘ll';t issue of amphibians
tting stuck down gulleypots was covered on TV.
i The 18th of %une came and went and no appeal was lodged by
Stately Developments. We contacted the press in celebration. Our

monitorinti of Stately Developments' affairs alerted us rapidly to the

t into receivership in early October 2001.
'ﬁjm i 507 SHEAEY, We We have mgde contact with the

Receiver and have stated that we
would like to discuss the
acquisition of the lodge. We

have pointed out that it has no

devel?)0 ment ﬁ)fotermal given
its high wildlife value and
recent history of planning
refusals. We look forwards to the
next stage of this history with pride
in our achievements, anticipation

Charlés E’Tange

Xanadu - Remember this - first mentioned in Magpie 4} -
an indoor ski slope for Wigan! On open land opposite
Pennington Flash. The development has been refused at a
public inquiry. Who says there’s no good news.
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by Ian
Bl‘()wn

We went on our reconn-
aissance walk to Hulme’s
Feniy; Janet Cuff, Anthon
Phelps and myself. t
wasn’t a great success,
indeed it could have been
called a comedy of errors.
Anthony an I arrived at
Oxford Road Station and
duly waited on platform 5
for the 11:13 ‘to Irlam.
There were no information
monitors working and no
announﬁ:;ixfenti) (thtzliinlg i
you track), = whic ulme Millenni B
started our  difficulties. llmmadi: — ummm’fre . =
Shortly before our train was due to leave, we went to mquire of its
whereabouts. Not a single platform emgfoyee was to be seen until,
returning from an uninformative ticket office, we .ﬁed one who told us
our train was on platform 1. Needless to say we didn’t make it. An hour
to wait with no alternative but to spend it in a nearby local hostelry.
ing to the station, we found that the monitors were now working
and were informed, by them, that our train left from platform 1. So
there we stood, only to be told by a station employee, on the opposite
latform, “If youw’re waiting for the Irlam train it’s on platform 5.”
other dash over the bridge found us on the train. My next mistake
was to get off the train at the stop after Urmston, as I had on m
revious trip. To our surprise we found ourselves at Chassen Roa ’
eaving us an extra 10 minutes walk to the ferry. We arrived to find the
Ferryman was not at home so we went for a walk round the Nature
Reserve, which was very pleasant and should be a treat when we goon
1k %go I, in %?nl. Back to Fen}r Cottage to find that the
Ferryman returned.  He told us that Janet had been and, as the
ferry wasn’t running, he had given her a lift to the other side to inspect
the footpath to see if the ﬂy-npxlljntg had been removed: it hadn’t. So
now, Janet’s on the ath! | ony was disappointed to miss the
ferry ride but, “into each life a little rain must fall”, which it did that day.
The point of this rather tortuous tale is that it is always wise to
check. On arriving at Oxford Road Station, whatever the monitors say;
ask one of the station staff, well in advance. It might be best to catch
the 10:45, Liverpool train. This does not stop at Chassen Road (its stop
after Urmston is Flixton) and it should leave from platform 1, though it
might be platform 2. As the ferry does not fun if there is a high wind or
the sluice gates, at Barton Lock, are open (both conditions applied on
the 2nd of February), it is best to check with the fereran before you
set out. His name is John McDermott and can be reached on 0161-748
4903. It’s as well we tried a test run; I think we have ironed out all the
itfalls (can one iron P}tfalls?). So, why not join us.on the 6th of April,
it’s a mini adventure!”. M
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mﬁng a Bllle Tit Nest BOX by Ian Brown

ili ith how to make a Blue Tit nest qu from
fYOllwﬂ be ﬁm;llﬁoméhﬁke to show you somethin 04 h;ltle
MOﬂagk of wood o' 8 to 9 inches in diameter and about u;lc ets
a‘&tlarent. Take 2 l%%\’mod. This could be from a firewood melc')cd lggd
- of British har rk or, if you are lucky enough, from a W%CV :
lm:x%local e I)aanag’ement task organised by the B 1(1)
) T s, Saw 2 One inch slice off each end, from the
| :gpn and bottom (remetxlllmber whlctéésr)w]l}leg‘l}i 3; ;tlx]eg
| must be assembled in the same order), 3 o
{ i ion for the main body. If this can be
| ﬁﬁ?l:eyc(;\lﬁ*nbgt of log is atthc e}:ld to tt}lllg ;fasi‘:n of the
‘ uch the better. To shape the body
Z trszz, ;?gni) cleave it into quarters. Using an aéleé
i l(ir ’line 1 and then along line 2 on

§ first alon ol
| resultmgowv the inner [
b | waste must be removed. |
Fig 1 | Do this by cleaving down |
Bt 2 xi 1o along. the lfarﬁe !%ﬂtlo l?oé)f :
uarter (see fig 2). The walls of the ﬁ |
:ﬁcoh be 11/z(inche§ thick, in the middle. : |
a1 1/8 inch (29mm) hole in the centre of one |
of the quarters, about 2% inches from the tog.
These quarters must be reassembled (see ﬁgd) |
and the top and bottom re-fixed to them. 'Il‘)o o |
this use 2 inch No. 10 screws (Freferably hrtzi]ss |
or galvanized). Drill guide holes, throughthe | Fig2 __J
top (and bottom) section, into the centre s sADGK) D
each quarter. One screw per quarter (both topf ?h?e e box.
sufficient. Drill drainage ggles in the bottom Orth-east facing) or to the
Fix the box to a house wall (north or nort haded from the heat
trunk of (it is important to ensure the box is s of 14 inches in
of theos‘?nt)ree'ro do this, fix a 2 inch X | mcgub: t("ient,he' back quarter
ey length, vertically to e ing the same size

i entrancgog; Iel%d’all:se sure the screws do

B & fgétll:gén 3112 interfor. To make th(xis be:tsti:;;
| s fob couid be done before the top a0l POt

ea - .

I ﬁje(?id IfBﬁ?dngs‘?fhgo box to a tree, use alunl'gmgtuﬁm

gﬁ';e?r brass screws of about 3 lg::ll(:isn énif rlxlxadé
: v and,

L neiltutr’ggle woltl)aaves&h as ash, will lastﬂf ﬁ)‘;

yeﬁoamrs_ aAt the end of the nesting season, take the

dowrf unscrew the lid and clean out.

" Any problems, please phone me.
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(First Foeralds of Spring

Everyone has something which, to them, is a sign that spring i
, t S jus
gin COfDer. F'qr ?__xne, it may be the q:romjnglgggf a Hﬁ&nurgéié’ Lf]iifrm?nd
p unmded’ 1). ormomers it could be the first day that the sun feels %&m’?
thecmﬁrst ﬂcmerbmof.the me it is the Primrose which, as it name suggesu“f .
st o the year. This not be strictly true but the example
below taken, in my garden, on Sth of Feb 2002. I have h%le
them fowering & “which would make them the Lastrose.
G Mabom Zjoanroses. I started with six, which I grew
o ni prov hgy hn Chambers, who is still in business. 1f you
01933%65 (?).r %‘he supplier of wildflower seed, his telephone number is
s increase is entirely through natural regeneration, and
are all in flower, which be in about a month’s time, it is a

in problem with mall,

The main ith my garden is that, although it i
%eqmmmfew%aMwmmmbkfogmnyofme\%dﬁﬁgyvfemln?eﬁ
nenm momxkifened’dl?;gedasalqrgemﬂqw, which grew in the garden

mlirfﬂlnowbeab year, letting considerable more light into my
gden.my < hou]dab%wgrowmomm&dowﬂowersw}nc’ will add to
monz 0‘bkm.r;n.akem ﬁdensuna' ble for a wider variety of
2 D T is that 1 ve to move the nest box which was
haded e form.eSoxf%gunsqreplamngwﬂdﬂowers,mkesurethe
Wwasa ; nghtl ‘ condi in your garden. It sounds obvious but it
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on the Web

r websité address following the

if any of youl gied 18 accesswgﬁl have been unsuccessful, and we

ons withil Magpiiﬁg{have to state that this was not a fault of

;Polosise for _'&?wg}lemcorrect information being Supp

j prook-1e2 just prior 1O publication.

ourselves;
Our correct W

ebsite address is: www.bridge-5.0r2

The information to go to the Tenants button, and
wildlife's page from there is accurate.

Lditor's &4,50(094;/

Yes, you've guessed it! It was I who got the

go to Manchester

above web site address

wrong. Sorry about that. Here are some more you might find of interest:
www.countryside.gov. uk/access/ma ing - for information-about the

new Access to the Countryside Law.. =~ =~ :
www.recycle-more.co.uk - about recycling - wow!

www.greenindex.co.uk - lists green organisatioins. ;

s . 4 1 i IS? ’
L’Oréal - still Testing on Amma by Jack Hughes

Following the article in Ma ie 48 (Summer 2000), we did receive a
letter from a member who' taken the time to wiite to the company
asking them about their animal testing activities.
i “The reply stated that they had not tested their roducts (and
ingredients?) on animals since 1989 - which was reported in Magpie 50.
I was in London at the Christmas without Cruelty Fair in

Kensington Town Hall, and bumped into a Wi nice lady from
"Naturewatch" (covered with stickers proclaiming t L'Oréal do test
on animals), a group concerned with  compassionate shoppinti.a I
mentioned this to her, and her response was "they would say t-
wouldn't they". Apparently, whilst they may not actually test their ownt
ﬁroducts, so their letter wasn't actuallya > <

je, they are still heavily involved in animal testing on behalf of other
companies. Is this how they get around it? Test each other’s products,
so you can claim that you, yourself, do not test your products on

anmls? SEE M £ 8 En2 s

f0t visit Naturewatch's 'v'vé.bsité at www.naturewatch.org, or ask
em for further details by sendmg an e-mail to info@naturewatch.org.

If you prefer snail-mail, their address is 122 Bath Road, Cheltennarm,
Gloucestershiré GL53 7JX (telephone 01242 252871, or fax 01242
253569)- -
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"Every

Quotable Quotes

Juxury must be paid for, and everything is a luxury, starting with
the world" {Cesare Pavese, 1908-50 -

Italian novelist]

u ever commune with nature, Cleggy?" Clegg: "Well, |

Billy: "Do %0 _ -
used to go blackberrying, but it turns your <~

fingers purple. | alwaysgthmk too muc{\ nature €an be risky if you don't
want to go a funny colour”. [Roy Clarke, "Last of the Summer Wine",

broadcast 13/01/2002, BBC1].

"If they all survived, we'd be knee-dee{) in salmon!" [lan Brown -
1/2001] (see what you miss

by not coming to our social meetinﬁs!) - (We were discussing salmon
causes and fishing, before they

reach their spawning grounds. The same applies to most forms of
wildlife. If alf birds born survived to breed, there would be an awful lot

Manchester Wildlife Social Meeting, 20/
and their death, because of na

about! - Ed.} R~

| of Manchester Wildlife will take place on:

the 27th of A]li,ril 2002 at 12
) he Venue will be at Bridge 5
| Mill, 22a Beswick Street, Ancoats

The _meetm% will be followed by a walk along the Ashton Canal,
| possibly as far as Phillips Park, Newton Heath and may include a
visit to the meadow area at the south of the park, and Clayton Vale.
Accounts and all appropriate

papers will be available on Sxe ga of

the meeting and will be published

in “Magpie” for the benefit of

@
those unable to attend. Please
[ OtdMil Sroet Bradford Rd. \ try to come; it’s your group and
the walk, afterwards, should be
most interesting.

Ashton Canal

THE MAP ON THE

Spactator Street I_E“ w'll "E
§ |nn ip
e YOUl TO LOCATE

Pollard Street
BRIDGE 5 MILL
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| Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting

i ¢ the Old Mornkey
. Tu?e 7}3:38% 02; Anthony Phelps),
ol v Manchester. Convenient

t -Tel.
: t: lan Brown
Contatlll the third Tuesday

19th.
o . Details as for Februa the _
.s%d::axfel\tﬂienegtinoge- Time 7.30pm a%;xd e g Mill,
t;eet?Ancoats. Contact Ian Brown 161- s

APE:'“ %& 'g F walk - Details in article. Starts 12
% -ggo‘:llﬁgls' mi)ryoots giui 3b7ri_}1§46vaterproofs, food and
donk, Contact: lan Brown - Tel. (11 437 7040, bruary the 19th

esday 1608 .-s :ndnam‘éee%lgal%tgeﬁng - Time 12 noon at Bridge
t, Ancoats.
437 7040.

,22a ick Stree
Contact lan Brown 0161-

boots and bring waterproofs, food and drink. Contact:

walking 040
Tanegéowg 1for exact dilnl?l ’ 'I'c'-::i 4 01611)e 3557@18 for February the 19th
ay 21st - Social Mee 3 .
ng_m - General Mee - Details as fo

une ’
Saturday ?th - Wigan Flashes O Day - Meet at 12 noon outside
main entrancgaof Wigan Wallgate Station. Regular trains from
Victoria, Salford Crescent and Oxford Road. Wear good walking boots
an bri waterproofsbgo and drink. Contact: lan Brown for exact
te - Tel. 0161-437 7040. v
. Blackleach Reservoir Walk - Meet at 12 noon
outside the main entrance of Walkden Station. Regular trains from
Victoria and Salford Crescent. Wear good walking boots and brin

fs. food and drink. Contact: Ian Brown - Tel. 0161-437 7040.
w;%z%ﬁ}ﬁ T Mecting - Details as for February the 19th.

6th - Social Meeting - Details as for Feb: the 19th.
%-MWM%-MMS asrforM the 28th.




- Usetul Contacts

Usben Wildlife Partnership — — - 01636 677711 (day)
RSNC : >’ 01942 820342 (day)

EnglishNatwe = — - = — = = — = NW Regional Office :
Cheshire Wildlife Trust — — — — — Non.’g?rou , Trafford, Liz Blackmari, 0161-962 6748
' . Wilmslow Group, Tony Browne, 0161436 1761
: ; Stockport & Tameside, Eric Stead 0161494 9130
Wildlife Trust .. — — - = Bolton Wildlife Project, Mick Weston, 01204 361847 (day)

Lancashire
Medlock & Tame Valley :
Conservation Association - - Mildred Burlinson, 0161-330 2721
BICVo - e e e e = = — = Salford & Trafford, Val Sutton, 0161-608 0498 (day)
Sale & Altrincham, Shelagh Aston, 0161-860 6910
Bolton, Rick Parker, 01942 817302
it + sedad 1 Bury, Lawrence Kitchenson, 0161-796 6404 (day)
British Trust for Ornithology- - - Gir. Manchester Bird Recorder, Judith Smith 01942 712615

Red Rose ForestTeam — — — — — Sarah Hauserman-Roberts, 0161-872 1660
RSPBo. o v o = o = o e om = = Bolton Group, Tony Johnson, 01204 468850
2 1V4 3 Manchester Group, Simeon Rydz, 0161-434 2720
_— R e " _Stockport Grc;\lﬁ;, Brian Hallworth, 0161-456 5328
Advice on Birds in Distress . - — Three Owls Bird Sanctuary, 01706 642162
BatGroups — = — = = — = = ' — South Iancashire, Angela Graham, 0161-797 4745

: el Cheshire, Mike Freeman, 01606 41581
Butterflies/Moths .. — = — = = Bary Shaw, 0161-491.0753

Mammals/Insects - = — - = — - Bolton Museum, Steve Garland, 01204 522311 (day)
Amphibians/Ponds _ - — - ~ - Dave Bentley, 0161-763 7832
GM Police Wildlife Liaison Officer . - Denise McGowan, 0161-865 1666
Mersey Valley Wardens - — — — -~ e, 0161-905 1100 (day) Chorlton, 0161-881 5639 (day)
.. Countryside Service_. — Nicky Greek, 01204 334343 (day)
Stockport Countryside . L) .
Trafford Couneil itk DOOT "mm
' uncil - — — — -~ - - lindsey Nature Development Officer, 0161912 3206
mswgfgrmlp . Anne Morgan, 01(?]}6%3; 4594
ches cling Officer_. _ G Donoghue, 0161-234 4629 .
Stodlportkgcyeﬂmg Hotline 0161474 4747 Ra
s oo e B gt A Niohael B,
B IE =S el Bane, 0161-226 9321
Bolton Greenwood Group.. — — - - lan Brown, 0161-437 7040

to reproduce anything contained in “Magpie”, with an acknowledgment.'
| The “Magpie” is the newsletter of Manchester Wildlife. -The opini

| The "Ma , . ) | . inions expressed
| mlat;tiuntlts pages are not necessarily those of Manchester Wildlifg. Every effort is
& eto %nasst;réa that the information in “Magpie” is cotrect. Anyone who undertakes
B asec on the 7 contained in “Magpie” does so at their own risk. |

—

Centre) - the place for community
printing and computer work.

0161839 0839. 28-30 Edge

Street, Manchester. M4 1HN
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