). “The Excellent Newsletter
of Manchester wmm@”

John Vidal, Environment
C@Ww]p@mﬂ(m@ The Guardian




14
Editorial 9
i YOUR Story
(7Y - . tor,s
I fL‘(.l that the 50¢h ISSue of Magpie new -Ofﬁce 0161-437 7040
IS cause for some celebration, PrAter to achie

Ve an accep.
Pe you like i
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, riety of articles, for your
§-¥ interest, including much on
: JD Global Warming ang its
e Symptoms, and a few his-
torical stories sq that
w newer members can get
» an idea of what we get
up to in our spare time.,

Who would have the N
back in 1986, that we o Sl
have- come this far, Ag , \S;.* /
Special treat, we haye 1+ E Uy,
cid'ed 1o bring you a colour
edition (members only), in the
hope that it wil] bring a little (,—
rightness to your day. This
will probably not happen again
as, even using the least expen-
sive method of colour printing
et, straight from the

computer) it’s fairly expen- S0, without more ado, |
sive and, more importantly,

y will let you get on with you
very slow. 1 even had to buy a g s At

4 reading,.
\
Future Faorec

This subject had an airing in Magpies 48 &
v Wi ,h arnt that F1 motor

able quality, | pq
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'r;z gzm that tlisdnewsletter is
printed on recycled paper. On
this occasion, g orderptopobtain a
good quality of print, on the
e cover page, we have used
& ’ %hqua itzi inkjet paper.
€ remaining pages
‘- of recycled pa%e%.g e

HEDGEHDGS by Anthony Phelps

I don't usually see many hedgehogs - in fact, it's been several years since
I've had a sighting. However, during the first Bank Holiday weekend in
May, I saw two, one on the Sunday, and another on the Monday. :
On the Sunday, I was strolling through Southern Cemet‘ery. and
saw this shape, which is really quite distinctive. 1 spent some time wgh
this hog, gathering slugs and worms, and gradually getting to the point
where it ate my offerings almost as soon as I'd placed them in front of it's
nose, rather than staying stationery until I'd moved a.dlstancc away. |
really can't resist stroking hedgehog's noses - such a difference from the
sharpness of the spines on their backs. If you've never heard one searc?h-
ing for food, and eating, it's quite an experience, as they are such.nonsy
beggars, snuffling around as if they're searching for a handkcrchlef - 1
suppose they don't really need to hide and be quiet, as they are quite well
protected.
On the Monday, I was just turning into Clyde Road for home, at
about 5.00 pm - it was still light - and there was
another hog walking up the drive of the large
house on the corner. Just like buses - wait
several years, and a couple turn up together!
The latest thing, according to my friend at
work who heard the news article, is drunken
hedgehogs. She was telling me about how
she'd been setting out slug traps laced with
copious amounts of (cheap) beer, as she's
keen to do things the organic way, and,
after hearing this news item, was worried
that she might have been the cause, or at
least one of the causes of this phenomenon.
I'd heard of other species which, whilst not
necessarily managing to feed in Wilmslow, still
find themselves intoxicated - butterflies and even elephants - which found
through feeding on naturally fermenting fruit.
reports of hedgehogs before, as they are not fruit

However, I'd not had
eaters.

All T could think of is that, they'd found the hog equivalent of a
fast food outlet, with the food already pre-marinated, and simply tucked

in. At least it'll save my friend from having to pick out the drowned slugs
from her beer traps! i

If you see any hogs, sleepin

Sl 8. and perhaps snoring in a state of
Intoxication, please let me know.

e
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ecosystems are already not withstanding.

‘What will be the implications for wil

‘ dlife? Scientists have alr
document.ed links betyveen climate change and impacts in over‘:tzo }f:gi}-,
tats. Alpine plants, in Europe, are moving between three and 12 feet

ﬁghgr each decade. These examples have to be Just the tip of a titanic ice
g7

I remember the first time I suggested to someone that global warming
would provoke massive species loss. The person felt that the impact would
be minimal, if not negligible, and that chemical farming, invasion of
habitats, human warfare, amongst others, were much greater threats, |
agree we have all these but contend that global warming will be and‘is
the biggest threat of all; the proverbial straw that will break the last
integral thin tt::rl‘;eatds holding our ecosystems together.

Just take ocean ice, which is gradually changing in fo

species which depend on it, to access feeding groundgfnagre thror:vn;; ,-,ﬁg
confusion. We currently witness thousands of seal cubs stranded off the
northern coast of Russia. Polar Bears are savaging bins in North,
Canadian towns, despite their fear of humans, because they are de

il
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Hundreds of thousands of species, including humans, are affected by the
higher than usual ice thaws, and heavy rain, lifting the waters of the River
Yem (Siberia) two metres above its norm.

" Let us also consider that oceans need to warm, only slightly, for
certain species of fish to be unable to breed (e.g. .\Jorth Sea Cod}, }hu%
throwing the whole food web, that depends on those fish, into decline.
Coral goes brown, brittle and dies with warmer temperatures and, there-
fore, all coral reefs must be seen as currently under threat. :

Many of those who study climate change, and its effects on life, do
so in a linear rather than a complex fashion. The aforementioned Climate
Coalition isolate a crop and use computer models to project how it will fare
in COzrich climate and shout, “hurrah”, when it demonstrates greater leaf
growth. Yet an exploration, using simple logical thought, reyeals the more
complex effects and knock on effects of global warming, on life’s wondrous
web, is enough to indicate the all pervasive nature of the damage and the
need to ring alarm bells and state unequivocally that something has to
change.

; The situation cannot be overstated. Emissions today are dictating
the climatic conditions eighteen years hence, such is the time lag, and they
are at a record high. The oceans have so far offset about half of the
temperature rise of the last century but have almost reached absorption
capacity and negative feedback, such as extra methane released by the
extra heat from geological strata, obliterates any positive feedback at a
rate of 3 to 1.

A new age of even more powerful “greenhouse” chemicals are
being thrown on the market every day, with no checks or controls from a
global warming point of view, such as HCFCs - the gasses used, as
propellants, to replace the ozone gobbling CFCs. Business, life and
humanity’s general view of the future carries on almost as before. The
“market” increasingly determines our lives, and ail “higher” decision
making, and therefore a halt on the exploitation of the earth’s resources,
because of global warming, is not possible since it conflicts with economic
(financial - Ed) interests.

This is a world emergency, and emergency measures ought to be
the order of the day of the type which would halt the stranglehold of the
market influence on human activity. Indeed, 1 believe that the market can
no longer be the determining factor and all material, and economic
resources, modern technology and human thought should be concentrated
into the development of new sustainable trading systems, or lack of them.,
that might support quality of life with minimal, or no, envircnmental
impact. A call to democratise the big corporations - we cannot control
what we do not own - is one that some anti-globalisation protesters believe
could be a massive leap in the direction of sanity, in our global affairs and

ope that, though global warming can now not be avoided, its severity
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ave seep
South East, the Midland. ater. There have beep serio Much
> , the W us flood

Meacher has blamed “slobal Warnfilrsllgl”%aerg:‘fs and Yor kshire. S ]l(l;]ht;::i

the atmosphere, for ALm catastrophes. by lsti 0{1 elevated CO,|

fuel prices, it admirably suits his purpose to do

politician say anything sensible $0. The day I hear
i o : an
environment (or science (or truthful) ab Y

. e such a question!
lieve in global warming? q n! For that matter,

suggests that it maybedifficultAn article in the Observer (5.11.2000)

from the natural “noise”. D t%;aparate out the effects of elevated CO,

quoted as saying, “We have shown ghBaker of Newcastle University is

: at nature is able to repeat current
events without the help of global warming”, but further Ii)ncreases in

I nt to explain t
weather changes we have seen since the 1980s. Only the li)npl‘lxlt lclyef

greenhouse gases, and in particular COz, can account for the things that
\:er :ea;rga f);pufilrlwix;cectih recctamly.”hl su?pﬁ)sef Ehé“ both of these gentlemen
e atmosphere full o 2is a bad thing -
d?sagree Sgbo;:tb ltign:xescales. . B ey
» global warming may have a role to play now (and ce i

will have in the future) - rainfall levels may be Ie?lezr'ated asa resurliao?lz
warmer atmosphere, but I think that the real culprit is more mundane
and more insidious and you'll rarely see it mentioned by the mass medja
or invoked by politicians, This real culprit is - Over the last
couple of hundred years, this island, on the damp fringe of the Atlantic
and notorious for its rainfall, has been turned, from a sort of water-
rbing sponge, to a steeply pitched roof. From the Middle Ages
onwards, huge efforts have been made to drain the low-lying areas of the
British Isles, with varying amounts of success. During the Nineteenth
the introduction of new technology, such as steam pumps, meant
that a real impression could be made on really wet areas, such as the
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Fens, the Mosses of North West England, the Lincolnshire Carrs etc., etc.
puring the Twentieth Century, and particularly after the Second World
War, the technology became really sophisticated and, because drainage
was unquestioningly seen as, “a good thing”, every square centimetre got
drained, whether it needed to be or not. Add to this the vast areas of land
which have been covered by bricks, tarmac and concrete, and the land
just doesn’t hold water any more. During times of.low rainfall, the water
just runs off into the sea and the numerous reservoirs, which disfigure our
uplands, just can’t hold enough (anyone remember the droughts of
19957?). During periods of high rainfall, such as this autumn and winter,
the constrained and straitjacketed watercourses can’t cope with their
fast-flowing burden and so, burst their banks. Particularly at risk, of
course, are the new developments within flood-plains. Building within
flood-plains is a practice so perniciously stupid and greedy that it almost
beggars belief! I can’t resist including this priceless quote from Pierre
Williams of the House Builders’ Confederation, “Developers can only put
in planning applications, they cannot decide where houses are built,”...”It
is up to [councils] to assess the flood risk with the help of the Environ-
ment Agency (!)” (Guardian, 1.11.2000). As we all know, when develop-
ers say “jump”, council planning departments say “how high?” so it looks
like no one is responsible for building in flood-plains!

Oh yes, and, “..a new planning policy guidance note from the
Department of the Environment, likely to be issued in four months, will
not ban flood plain development outright. Housebuilders have success-
fully argued that this would force up the price of land in risk-free
areas....” (Observer Business Section, 5.11.2000). Phew! For a minute
there, I thought that Developer’s profits might be at risk, rather than just
ordinary people’s lives and property!

One of the best books available on land drainage is, “Taming the
Flood” by Jeremy Purseglove (Channel 4 Books for Oxford University
Press, 1988). Mr Purseglove is an “insider”; he worked, for ten years, as
a Senior Landscape Architect, for the Severn-Trent Water Authority. His
book, and the Channel 4 series that went with it, grew out of his
experience in that role. The book is an encyclopaedia of British wetlands
and a history of their management over the centuries (it would be nice to
see a new edition of this book, one which brings the story up to date and
examines the role of the Environment Agency). The book doesn’,
explicitly, link drainage to flooding but it strongly implies that a link
exists; here is a relevant passage:

“In 1984-5 the Government,........ , directed that urban flood alle-
viation take precedence over agricultural drainage. But,...., with local
political control of land drainage still remaining firmly in the hands of
influential farmers, environmentalists should not be too optimistic... The

- need and will to tame the flood lie deep in the heart of agriculture, and

farmers are well aware that they have in their hands a neat knot of issues
concerning the fate of the man in the flooded street, as well as the profit
of the man in the undrained field. This is a knot that their opponents will

2% .
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have difficulty j i i ;
fl 0i y- AL | Flora” (1859) he describes the loss of Baguley Moor, on

Is always entertaining to hear agricult v Ry to agricultyry| zxdmd ,J Manchester the Marsh Gentian: “This beautiful plant (the gentian)
epithets such ag “flood alleviatioi” t ¥ ' aming | | gien grev«;w in abundance on Baguley Moor, a place once famous
their activities. “Blease do o o cg gIve a more acceptable imdgge bi ; formerlyb gtra nists, but now converted by the plough into productive
Drainage Authorities, following the m At amo?g d, and se;ving greater and wider uses... To some it is a cause of
In 1985, to Spread the word that ]aj?jI el ¢ S a?hét rich botanizing grounds like Baguley Moor should be taken
flooding and starvation” (1)” and drainage means s; :‘35;;? but nothing can be lamentable which is productive of benefit to

ore r - ity. The right onward furrow of a generous utility is

ecently Sarah Fowler, of the RSPB, was g 4 therzv{lgfecgﬁjn?;lél%an el bgloom S oo genﬁ.ans_,.

. e But it wasn’t just in the North West that all this drainage went on.

sire, she commented, “Thig vwi ambridge.
faces leading to massive Wl:tglll}upro?fuce LA soncrete and hard gy, My parents live in Cambridgeshire, on the edge of the Fens. Not far from
0oding.” She also noted that then-c;oli’l yausing the likelihood of more chn- house is a vast, empty, black prairie, which is marked on the
Ministry of Agriculture’s encoura problems were compoundeq by the Ordnance Survey map as, “Whittlesey Mere”. This mere was once the
to the drainage of wetlands in lgvevr-?em o a3 tenf“’e farming which led largest inland lake in England - greater in area than Windermere but only
ands were g safety valve and we’vymg ineas. These floodplain wet-- - about 2m deep. Adjacent to this large stretch of open water was a raised
under-drained (sic -?) farmiand soe reli1 aced them with houses an( bog called, Holme Fen. Whittlesey Mere was drained, in 1851, by local
in a much shorter time-scale be,ca't'l'lse ‘tNhe v uch higher flood peaks landowners using a steam pump. The next year an iron post (reputed to
go? (Guardian, 1.11.2000) eT€ 1 nowhere for the water to be from the Great Exhibition) was sunk into the peat of Holme Fen, such
[ think that th g ek iy that its top was flush with the surface. In the intervening years the peat
“improvement” js th:tr?f,gy ‘I?ee rl}nqog(sﬂp roblem with development” and ‘ has dried out so much that the post is now completely exposed. A notice,
famous author, op the Briti’h 'y 1apidly, f0¥89t what we have Jost, A , next to the post, reads: “The men who saw the last of Whittlesey Mere
SO f)eo gk Sh countryside, pointed Out to me, a few years ‘ were standing 13ft above your head!”.
DHEAdSW pold treeze;nﬂzm}?ecrl what the countryside, with jts hay The relentless draining of the Fens carried on into the Twentieth
b > edges, was really like before agricul- Century and, today, there is very little of the original Fenland landscape
;g:a(l) n;mptrﬁ)vement” took off after the War Likewise, we havi o left. The ruthlessness of this process is best illustrated by the story of
oll% wing' € water-holding capacity of that countryside; consider the Adventurers Fen, near Ely. Before the Second World War this sizeable
bor remnant of Fenland belonged to the High Tory Wildfowler J.Wentworth-
- In his book “Country Rambles and M | Day. In his book, “The H i cri
» R\ e anchest : } ay. In his boo € History Of The Fens (1954) he described how he
gﬁrrgﬁsbu(srggdeg;u&n ]18 ?atfgs%)gsz ﬂl)ut the “Counti; ;gggg:”a;i"x;‘: ;ook his l;ldi '91"0ry friends (many of them landowners) shooting over the
‘ e late s) the botanist, Leo Gyj : i en in the 1930’s. During the War the County Agricultural Executi
account of the “Mosses” (ie peat fo £5) of Lancashi o ;éngﬁgsmgte this Committee decided to drain and plough the Fent};ndgnone of Wentwort‘l/;-3
i Owing to their immense capacity for absorption, many mosses ‘ Day’s influential friends could save it. He could only rage, ineffectually
swell into mounds higher than the surrounding country, as happene g “Is the world any better for this change in my fen, or in the ten thousand
glzggtgg%q; z:nd after heavy rains this enlargement is so increscy Thy _ acres of other fens which they have drained, burned, grubbed up, and
o Causézc ssuils'?dzzlggegeg grgn; \_nexivluntﬂ evaporation and drainage ‘ cuﬁnvated_ during the War? Materially, yes. Spiritually, no. Economi-
e S Ashton-ﬁgldrg -Leveel)' Beforg Ashton Moss e t(:::e );,S azgsam_lrip.... The bill for our County Agncultt}ral Executive Commit-
BRI e R ivaig dyn bwas ramed,' trees and A mi 1ion pounds a year. Do the Commlt:(ees grow 25 million
opposite side.” A Pysong residing on the o Slm(;lritcaﬁi f(t)l?g garclfx ygar? E ansd\/\;er,ll gnnk, ol
: ; : ; renland experienced little ooding during 2000/1
i &Sl?;\?n I;faos; agpears to have bgzen drained in about 1843 i (as faras| know) but it is the most ruthlessly drained arega in thg country
Iong;:r 2 ?t’ fmsal I;l szcsczﬁlr)itgr?obrﬁg ?‘IP it! Caml,lgtcl)ln Moss lasteq ' f}llld one wondﬁzrs how much it costs to keep it flood-free, Nevertheless
_ 0 the “improvers”: the Altrinchy € great Archeologist, Francis Pryor who excavated th ’
naturalist, T.A.Coward wrote 3 fascinating, if harrowing, ace oy Bronze A 1 ’ il e
Al “reclamation”, s el > > dccount of ji on ge settlement of Flag .an, near Peterborough, wrote these
§1§?rd P Naturel?vj emo;ziesl’l’e( {;:éa;s) 1884 to 1921, in hjs book, chilling words in 1991, “The drammg. of the Fens has traditionally been
Incidentally, Leo Grindon did S régret fhois i put forward as an account of man’s victory over nature More recently
and other wet habitats . in thi. s of the moggeq atutuggs have ctflanged, lespec1ally among people who actually live in
v many of us rarely see water from one day to another, yet we all

a typical Victorian, In his «




have serious doubts about the future, if sea levels continue to yi
the greenhouse effect really does begin to bite, t(ﬁzgnlelgllmome andiy
remain a}bove water in, say, twenty years time? Today we 111]_r hQUses
gger-drax?ed, ecologtllgalgf stcelerile fen landscape, but there is alxeq;ftin
nger ol catastrophic flooding.”(“English it aspile
Prehistoric Fenland Centre”). L i = Bool of Flag Fen
Although attitudes, in the Twentieth Century, h;
somewhat since Grindon’s day, I gloomily predict that trgé ref:;gngz ?ggid
floods of 2000/1 will be more drainage. After all if you've dug ‘yourt 1e
a very deep hole, and the surrounding countryside has o

: = long ago dj
peared from view, the only thing left t i <> JONg ago disap.
the hole begins to fill witgwategr! O A0 0 keep digging - even when

I March Hare

by Tim Lepidus
Global
warming is great for us
water skiers
S A
CIS

Al ~ No. 035

THE GOOD News COMES 1aTER

The previous two articles may seem a little pessimistic. We make no

apologies fpr that; the Magp?e likes to tell it how it is. However, we have

. &0 . onl
I a position of power will put them into action. If yz)u haw}/,et h:;e

suggestions for combating global warmin , and makin
place for wildlife, why not write to me ax%d we can pugb i

> ——————

Foot and MOWERN by anthony Pheips

| don't know about you, but until last weekend, when | was down in Hampshire, my Iife
has been mostly untouched by this disease, apart from being unable to visit W
Flashes, although it's now open again. Until | went to the south, | can say that I'd
even seen a real disinfectant mat, or a.footpath closed sign. Now, of course, my
"disease-free status” - something the Government seems so keen to keep (in the middle
of an outbreak?) - has been "compromised”, as I've actually had to cross several mats
and dip my boots in disinfectant. The strange thing is, that this gave me my closes
encounter with livestock (Friesian Cows) since the outbreak. | was in Lulworth Cove, and
climbing the path leading to the Durdle Door, | was only about 20 yards from a
single-strand electric fence with a herd of cows alongside it. My friend and | actually
took pictures of ourselves with the herd
in the background, (although the main
reason was the deep blue sky against the
green of the pasture - not the fact that
this could have been a "last chance to
see" photo opportunity - honest!).

| expect you've all been waiting for
a typical vegan, "told you so" article, but |
hope you'll be disappointed. Yes, it's true that
| am puzzled by seeing farmers crying about
having their animals slaughtered, and, yes,
the thought does go through my mind - '|
thought that's what was supposed to hap-
pen’. However, I'm digressing into the typical vegan/vegetarian article | said | wasn't
going to write. Sorry!

There are several puzzling things about F&M that I've picked up since learning
about this disease. Firstly, why is it so dangerous? Early on during this outbreak, |
listened to a Senior Vet talking about it, and he said that it was “only a minor
inconvenience to animals'. Apparently, most recover (like most diseases, there will
always be a few that will die), although I'm told that it can take a few months to recover,
and that they are never exactly 100% the same as before catching it, however there is
a slight reduction in milk yields from the cattle involved. It was probably this slight drop
in food quantity per animal, during a period of increasing food production, that the
Gavernment at the time felt was unacceptable, and they introduced the draconian
measures for eradicating the disease that we've all been suffering recently. | later learnt
that it's almost impossible for humans to be affected by it (although today I've learnt
about a farmer who is being tested for possible F&M at the moment, but his circum-
stances are so unlikely to affect the majority of us - ie he was carrying an animal carcass
when it exploded, and some of the "liquor” entered his mouth and he swallowed it - that
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_ | think you'll agree that it's not your everyday, run-of-the-mill occurrence).

y, then, do the Government act like it's a plague sent by the divine deity to

d? The only reason | can gather from the evidence over the weeks,
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1S this "disease-free status” tt
S >Cad 1 «5dtl..‘5 that Britain i )
work out, at Britan is s proud to hold, That'c e
L W gtﬂ ooes' disease-free statys” actually mean? 1
continue to be cruel to animal e €ans it ‘means tha
i p'anett ;‘uue to animals by transporti gthem vast gict €ans that we're .,
and planes to foreign countries (Who don't tend o ha s oo aNCES N lorries and o
we are), Sf countries {who don't tend to be as humane yher it
Alot of people, ever s
of the GOVE:nmPEt‘S‘;'i: EVEN non-vegetarians, are beginning to quest o 1t
ol ctions. Why is there a need to transpont }Nj B 1c sany
and supply thEII‘uOv\r,]r[»rﬂiShTOr food is rvlifceptab!ea then surely cke}'c‘«ff(:(ﬁr]\?(: b
4 - WNY make a global e A =SS COUNTLTY Should breeqd
. S0, apart from this ""-Ped"“of?a;r?rdi out of other living species?
els “di : o Man 10 trade in the lives of other
= does( disease-free status” allow us? In fact d~ vm;hi lives of other
50, we have the daily spectacle. an the. nothing that | can find
§ / 1 Laly spectacle on the n s % U,
invoiving live transport; army persons H: € news, of slaughter, either on f
huge pyres; poor deer be:n']; i c;m’a:ng Involved in burials; and even h i
and, for people who like to wander the :21Y 107 going too close to '

| Manchester Airp:
| i v h S e ; ! ichesier AIFP!
e et i € hills dressed as sheep, added an extra dimensi
R o, PILE the common-sense that !cayf *‘“eif\;‘r;'; r‘a ing could
i . : says that ) YWrninier eonl
example of not believing avgg'el:ns On.ty now that this is being 3“““‘5”;? Aot
Lot ot believing a Government staten S cd. Another
a;mmk l"( S 3 pretty safe bet that none of it v
¥ government minister's homes!

ks 4 ¥, this is safe"|

o : ine burial sites or pyres were anvwhere "1:'(
Al this without i .

28 : bl Even getting | :

against caiching the disease geting onto the *sensib

| think You aba
dangerous. eithe. o Probably ‘agree with me th
g , eith e Sfor Sormathis i o :
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Weird, even for MAFE windreds of thousands 0

Now I'd like to pose another

S5pecie vl
SRECIEeS, What

ie" option of vaccinating animals

usiness, for people

of ani : :
animals to be kifled, it is decidedy

answer to from the Enyi quandary - one tha 1
= 2010 Environment Agency at 've not yet had a satisfactory
meeting?). What s the consee arcora (T2Ybe {onight, = the Widite W 2.0
S ol € consequence of afl the gising lidiiffe Working Group
» DBING washed into the dra niectant from the Y .
€ drains, ‘and ending i, Uﬂffeatgofnjats'ga'nd people's
' : N Britain's river
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1 ne c It al \j
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e g fovret e B gond e
R R B ‘ 2204y can monitor

TV Appearances by Anthony Phelps

[t's been quite a yeor for appearances - not quite halfway through,
ond l've noticed two of our members on television already (to be fair,
| didn't see one, Just heard about itl). First off was lon, who was
asked to appear on Channel M. | think you can guess that this is the
one that | didn't see (and hadn't even heard of, and certainly
wouldn't know how to tune inl). He went for the recording on Friday
93rd March - the topic being the election and the environment. He
said he got a few good digs in about unsustainable development -
especially re: the Atrport and Sainsburys.

The other | had no cue about, prior to seeing it on B3C1's
"Animal Hospital”, hosted by Rolf Harrls. My ears pricked up at the
mention of Barracks Pond, as I'd heard this discussed at the Uildlife
Working Group meetings, which lan ond | attend quarterly. The
progromme was about the amphibians which breed therein, who
now have to cross busy roads to get to the water. Luckily, there is o
local group who, bedecked In hi-visibility jackets and armed with
buckets, patrol the roads, and drains, collect these animals, count

them, and then place them in the pond safely. The reporter sent to
cover this event, obviously had a phobia about toads, and who was
It under the peaked cap giving her a lesson in how to catch and
handle a toad but our own Dave Bentley, one of our Bury members,
and pond specialist. | wonder whose hands were featured in
close-up handling the only Great Crested Newt they found that night

- hope he had a licensel

Foot & Mouth Update by witha smatipea

During one of my rare cwake moments travelling into work on the bus
the other week, | glanced at the front page headline of that day's free
paper, the Metro. It said something like - "f&M caused by €co-
Temorists". What rotl Another in a long line of feeble excuses attempt-
ing to guess at the cause of this (as harmful as fiv) disease (I really
don't know what all these top government scientists do all dayl).

As most "eco-temorists”, myself included, are not inclined to
harm animals - quite the opposite, | really couldn't see the point in this
accusation. Surely, If we were able and willing to create a virus to
release into the environment, then surely we'd create one that at-
tacked farmers, huntsmen and slaughter house operatives, who actually
cause more distress and harm to animals than F&M couid ever dol

y N -13-




O T W AN o

This is a complicated story, so | want you to follow me very ¢
It all started in the summer of 1985 (shortly after the y ‘Oaufefuuy,
formed and predating Magpie) when founder members, Shaup Was
son and Rachel Harvi, found an area of wildflower rich, n Wijj.

me
near Manchester Air}l)or.t. They asked me to have 3 | Lol fzgosuélaqq,
agreed with them. 1 did but, this being in the early stages S

of m

Opini
be sought. The only person I knew, at the time, who cgulc? rf]ulS oul

role was Sam McKernan, who was the Deputy Chief Warden glf tt};,ls
Mersey Valley. We made an a{)pointment to meet, on sjte and he
asked if it was all right to bring a local botanist along (a fourth (l)pinior ¥
On the appointed day, Shaun, Rache] and myself were 5 a})'
on the meadow when Sam, and David Bishop rolled up. This wasgthn
start of a long association with David and we found that he dig
indeed have an extensive Knowledge on the sup ject of
wildflowers, certainly much greater than mine, at that g
time. The upshot was that he agreed that the meadow §

expertise in identifying wildflowers, thought a third

-

went to a public inquiry which ' A
- was called, the Ring- A
ol gv la?lgalaglggtP&lj);i)c allrrllcclluiry, We attend the inquirg (I was somewhat

enants and Residents Ass‘:loeciCO-oDerate with the Woodhouse Park )

O wWe asked issi f the Joint

: eam, ermission o
nspector, he subpo‘g';g:gdthey refused. op tglling this to the inquiry
it Dr. Gemme] tq appear. He still insisted

€ was o
able wildjife an"i‘ér‘éé’{, °§5’ Bl quality by

admitted that jt had consider-

€N S0 I think he yas a help to our case. The

~14-

ot of all this was that the inspector decided tha
ggfxeen Woodhotgse F"ark and the ?ir ort should y ;
airport operational area, except for the pay need
ﬁggds,r%nd should not be developed untj| a[: least 19e€§15.f0r alsc
reed that there was no need for a rail loop as in and oyt workin .
on the airport .rall lmk,‘ w'ould. be practical. ' So, in effect, we hadga'
victory at our first public inquiry; or so it S€éemed at the time,
Because of the loss of part of the site to the access roads, we
decided that it would be a good idea to transplant as much g
possible to a nearby, safe, area. Part.of Painswick Park was chosen
and it was prepared by stripping topsoil, to reduce fertility of the soj].
The donor site was extensively surveyed so that we would knoy
where all the important plants were and could be located at any time
of year. The actual transplant took o
place over two weekends; in April [
and July of 1991. The Airport gave 2
us a small amount of funding for ¢
these events. It is unlikely we S
would accept funding from them, |
again, as their environmental rec-
ord since, leaves a little to be de- |
sired. | recently visited the site j
(right) and it is looking good, de- |
spite lack of management, and at |
least three species of orchids have |
survived.
The next problem was the Manchester City Unitary Develop-
ment Plan; the land was designated for “prestigious” commercial
develo;f)ment. The site had recently been made a Grade A SBI (so
much for Dr. Gemmel's opinion!) and, because of the UDP, the
landowners became aware of this. They bulldozed the meadow,
which actually improved it. They ploughed it, which had some effect,
and they ploughed it again, which destroyed most of the wildlife
interest. In the meantime, there were several planning applications
for car parking (certainly not “prestigious”), to which we objected
and the Council refused but, somehow, it became a car park and the
site was destroyed. Strangely, the land was owned by the Airport
(Ringway International Developments) and therefore by the City of
anchester. If there had been a rail loop, on the land, development
Would have been more difficult, though not impossible, but there
Would have at least been a deep cutting round the meadow which
Would have been colonised by many of the plants growing on the
Meadow,
This brings us up to date. The good news is that, the airport
rail link is in a deep cutting, the banks of which are very wide with a
Poor soil which should suit many wildflowers. This connects to the
hH dreen Cutting, which is great for wildlife (21 species of
butterflies), Making a wildlife corridor from the Mersey Valley to the
airport.  Wildflowers are already starting to arrive; there is a small
§°ld°l1y of orchids near the airport station. So, it's not all bad news
Nd there is some hope for the future.
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DAPDY, WHAT PID YOU PO IN THE GENE Way,-
by Witha Smallpeg

: e was the caption to a cartoon in “Splice” (with a creg;
Thwwwls iltxf\ferﬁse.or for its use), and showed a traditional family with, :1;3
(in jacket, waistcoat and tie) in his armchair, son (in shorts ang long
socks) playing with his toy soldiers on the floor at his feet, and daughter
on his lap asking the question, after obwously.rea‘c‘lmg about the wars i
the book on her knee. All of them were wearing “goldfish bowl” domes
on their heads, and the door in the background had a “bio-seal” labe],

It reminded me of a conversation I had with Dan Hooper
(Swampy as was) a while ago. I've always felt that my contribution to
the cause of activism isn’t that much - T've never lived on a protest camp,
although I've visited many, helping out when I could, and I've never been
arrested for “the cause”. I've always admired those who “went that extra
mile”, and, I suppose, felt them to be worthy of hero-w_orship‘ One of the
reasons why I didn’t get involved in all the “Swampy;sxp” of the airport
campaign (I didn’t meet him until well after the evictions: I did meet
Animal, although that was off-site) was that it all detracted from the real
reasons for the action taking place, and concentrated all the press cover-
age (including the ridiculous, and some would say unadvised appearance
on “Have I got news for you” - even Animal was subject to adverse press
publicity, with the biography of her in “Just 17”) on just one person. I've
always felt that I came to activism too late in life, and that if I'd become
involved whilst a student, or unemployed, would have done more. [
suppose you could say that I feel that I've got “something to lose” (job,
savings, etc), and therefore limit my involvement. I don’t feel as if I've
been tested, and wonder how I'd cope if I was in situations that others
find themselves in. It’s almost as if I feel like a “second class” activist -
looked down on by those in the first division. S

I'm sure it’s not really like that at all - every little bit helps, and if
everyone does what they feel able and comfortable to do, and commit to
their own personal limits, then “the cause” can only benefit from it. ;

e beep on loads of demonstrations, and enjoyed them all - it’s
amazing to be in a massive crowd of people, the majority of whom are
thfr? because they believe the same things as you do. Many people aré
afzaid of joining in, for fear of arrest. Yes, there is a “thick blue line” of
ﬁ:lhce, but in nearly all the cases I've been involved with, they tend t©

p the cause, by holding the crowds on the streets far longer than the
ggg‘:s ﬂic‘}vualwa:nlggd to be there - causing even greater disturbancggo
generally, if you gon’t vgzﬁtlfogfe e you k,now, zild t:;g:tfly
the activists arrested s arrested, you won't be. Also, Been
found not guilty, and trhecen y that have gone to the courts have i
that includes o xlle “dpt has befen the case for quite a while now B
slane, trashing G]\IA) = isarming” Hawk jets, Trident submarines 2 e
evidence, they cant oy A 50 On. It seems that when a jury hears o
A It in themselves to lock the people away 3
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k

more. The Law Makers seem to be out of step with t}
= NTATEIE T thev koon tiime ~4 olCh Wi 1 {he genar:
tion. However, they kee P trying to criminalise oy laont: o ?'m
at injL]St}Ct‘S. Ihﬁ' latest be ing the "';UU Ter 1Sm Nf?“‘ r"“"‘hf o Protest
R 5 24 ¢ ; i e LOL N Act
effeCl on E‘”“nd”.\/ }L):h }J{""—"““-{Zi \ "f"(” (1 ."“(‘.)\’1 17 ]'\fILrL‘ 1
¢ - e S ea s 1o i g, 1dVe written about thic R
Magpies). SO far, apart from Prosenbing” several forejep or s 1N past
as ‘terrorist”, no home-grown activist has been chn;.—{;(l' with
under this new Act. It has been suggested by \”1"1([7?.,,\‘.!5»'
people, that this new Act goes against the also very ney hih -
Act, and that if anyone challenged theijr charge, it ._.\,‘:)ui‘j"'m,“i,m.‘?;“ L
and make a mc@ke;y of the Government’s powers. It «i(f-.e\ ""‘c"lr ely, fail,
to me that they've not exercised it yet - maybe theyre afraid J;; *}I;i‘ngg
will leave it on the shelf - I hope so : ) aid it'll fajl.

Popula-

WaICh came jp

1onts

SO

Piccadilly Cardens

1 think the Council are extracting the “michael about the regeneration nf
the Piccadilly Gardens; unless youre Steve ‘,\',1(;.(&“6;‘“ fr:ﬁn‘ ‘.',jfj*:f.”l;’f
Escape. A line on the large sign, inside the ."mmes:. reads 5'Pu5§i-il: ‘;rzd\r
to gardens maintained throughout”. They must bcf«;km\g@ e A

Bushwacked
Talking about Global Warming, which we were, did vou hear that George
W. Bush ha§ refused to sign up to the Kyoto Agreement on Global
Warming. His reason being that it would not be in the economic interest
of thg USA. Now we know what the “W” stands for! Someone ought to
tell him that, if Global Warming does take effect, it would definitely not
be in the interest of the US economy. B9, %
Evex_l from a purely financial point of view, the cost of clearing up
tbl;le‘ﬂoods in the Mississippi, and more recently in Texas, amounts to
illions of dollars. How many times must the Mississippi flood to make
the President aware that changing, and more severe, weather conditions
are an economic burden to any nation. Can anyone remember who said,
It's the economy, stupid™ It’s a safe bet that George W. can.
i »?ref}lgpefllcre‘ari asking us to boycott Exxon/Mobil (Esso, in this
Comp'lga iéq) € reason: rThey were the biggest cgr}trlbutor gOf the oil
b ‘h S) to George W’s campaign tunds. Now it’s pay back time, so
onest politician could let down his friends by signing the Kyoto

=

Agreement!
. Paper Mill studae
OU may remember the article “More Recycling”, on Paper Mill Sludge,

\1/1\37 l\f{agpie 49. The subject came up on Countryfile (BBC 1 - 8th of July).
Onet;end a copy of Magpie to the BBC. Could this have been an influence
==1cM 10 cover the subject?

MW on the Net - visit www.bridgeSmill.org - cilck on the
button and go to Manchester Wildlife.
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Send in Your Story
www.westdidsbug.org.uk

Just ate to s

working hatr&‘ ?oug:l:t% lf) 25T lhal' ol
ll)rolu};;cted when the hospital site ilseglcd\} tlhe inlldli{c
tle Thrush, on nest, was sen{ in ‘ P s
4 sl, was ¢ by an ) Y

who is also carrying out aﬁ extm I‘T@mb%r

of the area. There are bats, at th PRE]
ity ere are bats, at the hospital
ut a proper survey has not been carried out.
A large colony of House Martins are ncstin;;,
pnder tht? wide eaves of the Victorian build-
ings. Unfortunately, the developers intend to
demolish these buildings. There is no reason
imad Why they should not be converted, as was the
case with Salford Hospital. More next issue.

L O oL oF (oL YaF JoL Yoy Job NaF L NoF (oL ¥ Jab \aP Jol ¥ ) WoF
FECAUSE I'M WORTH IT

A member has sent us a letter from L'Oreal, which states “..... that
’Oreal has carried out no animal testing since 1989 on the entire range
of its cosmetic products.” they go on to say, “L’Oreal has a long-term
commitment to an extensive programme of research into the develop-
ment of non animal alternative methods of safety assessment.” (Thisisa
slight contradiction of their first statement as it implies that they have
not, yet, developed non animal tests for all their products - Ed.)

It is gratifying to
of finding the “truth” about matters reporte

necessary, to all concerned.

\ofo'\ofo\o#o\gn\o;\Q;Q\Q;Q\Q PONFNGS
Re-PEAT
oncerning Anthony’s article.

c
r letter, from a member, o were 100
“Manchester City Coun’cil SndaPeal JL VS tho(ll1 ghtb:ehta}:evc\:,ase but our
R i s. This may have seeme to TR
quick in going to the press. hree letters’in

correspondence, W1
direction.
issued a press rele
would publish but
of the use of peat WOII(I)

llow up the story !
{gnger ptfrchasing peat, but going

!
their own garden:
can make in theit
anyone o

WITHINGTON Hosprpay -

Y\{c_ have reported on this matter be
action groups (including MW) are "
interests of the site are p P
photograph of the Mis

fore,

d on in Magpie. Apologies, if

We had anothe

; by

elt that it was the only ¥ . .

fi 1d get the attention 1t deserve L o Counci s 10

gke sure that Manchester ltycompost which
% for alternatives; i e the

know that some members will go to the trouble -

Life Sciences - update by witha

Smallpea

e written about this company before, [ know ol

Lzadlines again, as it looked as if they were goir{ h[l:I 'IE’LY recently hit the
Royal Bank of Scotland calling in their loan }i,v;,ﬁ_ ’fi,’bccause of The
hour, and it really was so close to the midnight d oo at tie eleventh
did come into work the next morning Sayinggth(]ﬁl;,flf Ctl}(l)at SOmeone
unnamed American company had bailed them out. It has sinzte , @ then
light that it is actpally the investment group Stephens Grbﬁp WEQCTII‘K; 'to
provided them \f\gyh fm}d:enzgzun;ll.ZO%. Prior to that, HLS ‘;vcreldue (tl(s)
e ovec 22 milion owedto RS i o US bk

13 ) *ven that of our wonde
P.Io}'l’:e z‘fﬁr?iargeg:%[ﬁtfﬁw’ lhas’ ce"ntrerq on the actions of the rzll(rilclrrr{gi
38 sC + paig Sjnds el% Ong campaign trying to close the company
ngnh f'dW;:VCl’ , there has been relatively little explanation as to why

B oo gl
e Ad owing activities within
ghg x:;tgnsgﬁgll;inglaze ‘?I?’l;sethh?ml tfo) be closed down immediately.
punching and shakin bea lea XY ameh showed HLS workers
the resu%ts of test resﬁlts “tg 4yt i admitting to falsifying
B e viorkers feat é) save time”. As a result of this programme,
B = (o 2y (ot the evidence of their fistiing 1ot i
s reatgr e ay that the evidence of their falsifying test results
The filgmin e %h e1ve émpact on their business, than the cruelty exposed.
e invesgt s se c?cgmentgnes was carried out secretly by under-
S I cho 83 01:5, and the athops of the workers convicted of animal
ty S o ft at they just didn’t care who saw what they were doing.
s b fthe major drug companies decided to withhold their
reportge d thlnte.SS Lom. HLS pending a Home Office investigation. It was
Be o £2a in the first half of 1997, HLS lost £308,000 compared to a
million the previous year.

Heike (:?CJ“W 1997, Home Office Minister George Howarth told the
er (thesem?lmons that he would withhold HLS's certificates of designa-
SR A allow HLS to test on animals) until certain conditions were
e e because of breaches of two of the standard conditions
i hanrc,lll)'y to all certificates of deglgnatlon, including care, treatment
when the ing of animals, and allowing staff to undertake health checks
followin };hvyere clearly incompetent to undertake such tasks. It was
last tim egI % announcement that HLS's shares went into freefall. The
from10p 1o 2 ,;g;red to check on their share price, it had fallen again

Since thefx, the actions by “St i i |
y “Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty”
,(ts 1‘: ?{C]..)Sl;a; kept the lab in the news, bupt it must be ackpowledged that

Follwn' actions that got them into trouble in the first place. -
report bas e%wmg Channel 4s documentary, the Daily Express featurec a
on documents leaked from HLS, entitled “Diaries of De-
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: ani :
e : : ing resea hs in the
decided thay they w h]at major Shareholdersrc'h P .
have = fric;; C? PUt pressure on the c’o;npa
at n
B Work, WhO was explainin
would never Jet HL 8 10 me that e

Paign against it cOud never be seen 1o fa] a5
'S testing is, in my He added, “if HLS closes, wha will be

Since then, the Government h i i
i , as decided to bail out HLS
agreeing to the Bank of England becoming their new bankers. In nl:;
opinion, this effectively means that HLS is now the Government's own
pet, sponsored torturing and killing department. ’

[The writer of this article is a supporter of NAVS (the National Anti-
Vivisection Society), from whose magazine, The Campaigner, the infor-
mation for the above article came. They can be contacted at: 261
Goldhawk Road, London W12 O9PE, or via their website

www.navs.org.uk].

MARCH HaRE 1s DEAD - LONG LIVE IARCH HAaRer
Cycling round the airport perimeter
road, recently, I spotted this Brown
Hare, at the side of the roa_d, on
the bridge over the M56 alrporf
spur. It was obviously dead;
sad, but it does prove thaf
there are hares in the area;
unless this was the last! _Be;:
ing quite near to the Palilze
wick Park transplant (:un-’
there is still some open Cmay
tryside where harte;at i
roam. Let ush h%g?se
continues 10 bet ; = Browﬂ
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Wigan Flashes, and other walkg

The 9th of June saw the second Wiga s
} Day. We were not able to advertise t%n'sr,] iilziihv?n?pe‘?
it was arranged at very short notice. Only two ;13\31
members turned up, which was probable just as wel]:
wwe.- =55 the weather was very poor. We did not see a sin le
putterfly! The spectacle of the day was the large number of Swi;fo’ts
swooping over the lakes and the canal; I've never seen so many at one
time! However, we will be having two more walks on the Flashes, This
may seem a little excessive but, as we have said before, it is not to be
missed. If enough members turn up, we may not go on about it so much,
The August walk is to see the Gatekeeper butterflies, and other insects
and the September walk should coincide with the second brood of
Common Blues. The walk to Clayton Vale, after the AGM did not take
place. The Ashton Canal tow path was being repaired and, as the
weather was poor, we decided to give it a miss and some of us went to
the Occasional Cafe instead. The Bollin Valley walk
also did not take place. This was because of foot & Eiid
mouth. [ was prepared to do an alternative walk, %=
round Wythenshawe woodlands, but no one came!
For details of forthcoming walks see the events list

on page 24.
Reddish Mini-wood

This was one of our more
successful projects. We
were commissioned to de-
sign a landscape plan for
an area of litter strewn
rank grassland which was
surrounded by houses. We
decided that tree planting
was the best solution. The
Stockport ~ Conservation
Volunteers, local people
and ourselves cleared the
site and planted several ar-
trees. W : eas with various native
Woo;:lla ESUbsequently managed the area until it was taken over by the
it 44 0d Trust as one of their urban woodlands. We offered to continue
s g:ment but have not been contacted by the WT. (They once sent
s € frqrr} Wales, to cut the grass.) Despite the recent neglect of the
excell pad, 1t is looking great; far better than before, ar}d it is certainly an
ent habitat for birds. We will be visiting the site in late September.

==
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Clayton Chortion anmesy P38, Mo s
(o) orlton’s .. This recoun A s
late N Ovembeilll‘:?eztsorﬁi‘é\flﬁ?s, l\;\ghen Prince Charles trseetl}éigc(li Y\iggér}s&?tfror:g
commandeering them . Tr: FO15¢8 i the Clough to prevent the oot iy

1 . anuscri <
runnmﬁ through it for about two miles wag i le Clough has a stream

ed in the James

time, been caused by the : ' previ
meadows, in the Cl}c;ugh,Bgtifgeifesdbﬁ%ll{lml%the igse > ?Frﬁd nﬁakmg e
hidden in these lower meadows which e © TS yere
: S which can still be seen today, although the
explanation that Badgers caused them is a little eccentric!

A cutting from the Manchester City News, of 1889 reveals the
pressures mounting up against the Clough. The then ownetr, Lord Egerton
was offering to give the Clough to the Withington Local Board as ﬁmg as
they maintained it as a public park. The Board declined on the grounds that
the brook was too polluted and would need culverting in order to take the
rubbish away. Egerton had recently felled two-and-a-half acres of wood-
land in order to extend Alexandra Road South, which had a%parently cut of
the “best wooded” part from the rest. The recent railway had also spoilt the
area and the article states: “Although they declined Lord Egerton’s offer, he
(Alderman Gaddum) hoped that in some way the beautiful trees of the
Clough would be preserved. Once destroyed they could never be replaced”.

Unfortunately, the 1894 O.S. Map shows many irre lace%blg geees
had indeed been felled in the name of progress. The woodland had been
cgt back to barely larger than exists today; the pond had dlsapgeqretg ggg
Alexandra Park railway station built were the garage now stands, Jus
of the Alexandra Roag South bridge.

vy » ini t the Clough
An article in the “City News”, in 1912, reminisced gtc)luwildlife, g

in the 1880s. It “possessed considerable namghgecgggegi Ao - harfaless

; icini reat town. I have some recouectiot, oted many
3}1229 ;/1 scégltgszf .aﬁavingd beeg n%xg:lccl Ig% e1: O’Ir'ltél'sstg{gglfhgﬁhn; a(iedaﬁ% d
letters which were rept ulcle leaof what became Whalle Rﬂngde aegt could
to be very boggy, as the ¥ cr)nossland. Apparently, heather an¢ B
Siqet:lesedetl(l)r?ga?:}fg gtg?iggs- the last remnants (35 tt{w moss. H01'1g o
still S(i(lla med “Ooze End” or “Uzen_ as a rerf nétllr alist, writing 111” The
been nic ther letter quotes one David DKSO "s Hough End Clough”. e
G s land and freshwatet s ells is FIOME o1t of most
“A famous place fOX '8l Ehve o, i was the favourtte

letter continues 92- |

ists and botanists who then lived in Hulme. The 1, A S

. pggﬁvel clear, the haunt of Kingfisher and, r)ccasi()nallr(),oklie\;éilr; wild
30cks poth Mallard and Teal, being regular visitors. Leg Gyrindon in his
Manchester Flora, frequently mentions it as the locality for various 5 ecies
f fungi. In the vicinity of the Clough were hedges of wild rose, and Sloe,
0 mmonly known as Blackthorn; but these have Tong since vanished » The
fetter also mentions Common Lizards, Slow-worms and Grass Snakes. [n
the same edition of “City News” a poem, written about the Clough in 1870
by Kate Ta lor, was also reproduced and mentions, “Crowds of anemones”,
which rogably meant the woodland floor was covered with our native

Wood Xnemone in spring.

The 1933 O.S. map shows Mauldeth Road West for the first time -
its construction taking another swathe of woodland, whilst constricting the
Clough to its ﬁresent size. An old, undated photograph, from John Lloyd’s
“moﬁjng back at Chorlton-cum-Hardy” (publ. 1986) shows the Clough
looking very open and shrubless, which, with the map evidence, and L%xe
scarcity of extant mature trees, shows that very little of the original wood-

land has survived the impact of the past century’s building works.
-———-—_—-__——-—_——-———_—.-_-—-__—"‘—'-————

Woodhouse Park Inquiry - sy fan Brown @om Magpie No. 1)

Just before Christmas (1985) I attended the public inquiry into the Ring-
way Local Plan on behalf of the Manchester Wildlife Group. We were
objecting to some of Manchester City council’s proposals for development
in this area. In particular, there is a strip of open countryside, between
Woodhouse Park and the airport, which the local authority wish to destro
with light industrial development. It is a fine example of species ric
grassland, with ponds, marshy areas and mature hedgerows, Whilst it is
not spectacular in the manner of the Yorkshire Dales or the Lake District,
itis a very pleasant area which acts as an open break, for the Wythenshawe
people, from the airport - which is to be considerably expanded.

A local residents’ organisation, and some individuals, also objected
to the proposed development, as the area is much valued as a little piece
of countryside on their doorstep. A major problem is that the main owners
of the land - a property speculator and the local authority - would probab(l{v
see a 30-fold increase in the value of their land if development Foes ahead.
With such vast amounts of money at stake they will obviously be deter-

then

.

mined to capitalise on their investment.

Our main case for objection rested on the fact that there are many
acres of derelict industrial land, in the Manchester area, which should be
developed before open countryside sites are used for such ﬁaurposes. The
City council had an advantage, over most objectors, in that they could

ord the services of a skilled barrister (courtesy of the ratepayers) to
ad e their case! Most objectors could not afford such luxuries as they
fo pay their own expenses; but this was taken into account by the
tt‘i?:k nspector, a very fair and astute man who did not apesar to miss 2
1 (he caught out the assistant planning officer, lying!). We were also
cky to_gain support, which we did not expect, from two_objectors,
Ramely, the Ministry of Agriculture and Macclesfield Borough Council.

1o € inquiry itself was a most absorbing affair but it was necessary
g“e“d every day to make sense of what was going on. We must nOW
%1 ent and await the result, but we do hope it will be in favour of saving

at little is left of open countryside in Manchester.
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Salford e Station,
faisproo. nd i it R o ol
Tues . 21 ) L 1n ontact: [, Wi ring
St o ° . > z 7
I ¥ - Social Meeting - Time 7.30pm at the 0%13161\/}(:113:\; gﬁgi'
) ) 10
Portland Street/Prmcess Street, Manchester., Conve%izgfl oSr) Plngcnaccgln(l)ln
Yy

Note - Social meeti i v s
Saturday 18th - %sgill%s fong the Rsrurd Tuesday of each month)
E\XTntrance of Victoria St ;igr?g é?&f%lov?)%érk s-a Meet aw.he Metrolink

ontact: Anthony Phelps - Tel. - "¢ .88 Wigan Flaches,
giptgmbﬁl 20)(,) > ps - Tel. 0161-829 547§.

aturday - Wigan Flashes Walk - Meet at 12 noo i
gnz;}n entrance of Wigan Wallgate Station. Regular trainsn&gsqt\%gteo%e

alford Crescent and Oxford Road. Wear oodg\‘/lvalkin boots and bring
waterproofs, food and drink. Contact: Ian Brown - Tel. %161-437 7040 ¢
gues ay 18th - Social Meeting - Details as for August the 21st. '

aturday 29th - Walk to Highfield Count ark and Reddi
Mini-wood - Meet at 11 am on the old railwg bridge, Nelstrop (121?12

North (south of Barlow Road), Levenshulme. Stuff to bring, same as
Wigan Flashes. Contact: Ian Brown - Tel. 0161-437 7040.

Thursday 27th - General Meeting - Time 7.30pm at Bridge 5 Mill, 22a
Beswick Street, Ancoats. Contact Ian Brown 016 -437 704(?. 2
October 2001

Tuesda% 16th - Social Meeting - Details as for August the 21st,

ovember 2001 3 : _
Saturday 17th & Sunday 18th - North West Bird Fair - at Martin Mere

(Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust) - Entry £5.25 for non members. Tel. 01704

895181. :
Tﬁesdav 20th - Social Meeting - Time 7.30pm at the Old Monkey Public

stairs lounge - ask for lan Brown or Anthony Phelps), junction of
Il;{é)rl:ls:nglpStreet/Pringess Street, Manchester. Convenient for Piccadilly
Gardens Bus & Metro Station. Contact: lan Brown - Tel. 0161~437h7040.
(Note - Social meetings are now on the third Tuesday of each rnont_11 L
Thursday 29th - General Meeting - Time 7.30pm at Bridge 5 Mill,

Beswick Street, Ancoats Cor_ltact ‘I'ar;’vBrQWH 016 437 7040

.._‘;; {8 : { PR -.. % LA HAR 5, thly Social Meetin%s.
It has been decided to change the dates of our mon T ihe
They will now be held on the third Tuesday of eachwr}rigrﬁle (;?SO il

second Tuesday). This will enable our members, e

; : meetings
of other groups, like Friends of the Earth, ‘g}éoetih;g‘;eif T sl

Tuesday of the month, to attend our . o
g%cc(i):ldMeeting}; are fairly informal affairs. \é\/et (\i«?e cgzcgsést e
conservation interest, and ongoing projects, dq e (9 ot a0 yable
binding business type decisions. Do come and jo

. . »”
evening in “town”.
-24 -
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_ ; Useful Contacts

ife Partnership ....01636 677711 (_day,
RSNC Urbﬂ::zﬂdhfe e eeeemnemeen. NW Regional Office, 01942 820342 (day)
English Na Fo TEUSL ....ocoeceresmememmers- NOTth Group, Trafford, Liz Blackman, 0161-962 6748
Cheshire wildtife T Wilmslow Group, Tony Browne, 0161-436 1761
Stockport & Tameside, Eric Stead 0161-494 9130
hire Wildlife Trust .. e...... Bolton Wildlife Project, Mick Weston, 01204 361847 (day

e e Y)
Lancas Vall
Medlock & Tame ﬁoﬁyAssociation_Mi]dred Burlinson, 0161-330 2721

ety Salford & Trafford, Val Sutton, 0161-872 7640 (day)

BICV.conmr Sale & Altrincham, Shelagh Aston, 0161-860 6910
Bolton, Rick Parker, 01942 817302
Bury, Lawrence Kitchenson, 0161-796 6404 (day)

Trust for Ornithology. ... Gtr. Manchester Bird Recorder, Judith Smith 01942 712615

m‘ Forest Team ...o..............Jane Whitaker, 0161-872 1660

B Bolton Group, Tony Johnson, 01204 468850
RSP! Manchester Group, Simeon Rydz, 0161434 2720

Stockport Group, Brian Hallworth, 0161-456 5328

Advice on Birds in Distress —_._.........Three Owls Bird Sanctuary, 01706 642162

South Lancashire, Angela Graham, 0161-797 4745

S
B Cheshire, Mike Freeman, 01606 41581
Butterflies/Moths Barry Shaw, 0161-491 0753
Mammals/Insects..........coeeeeecrne e Bolton Museum, Steve Garland. 01204 522311 (day)

Amphibians/Ponds..................... Dave Bentley, 0161-724 8602
GM Police Wildlife Liason Officer.... Inspector Denise McGowan, 0161-865 1666

Mersey Valley Wardens
Croal/Trwell Valley

Countryside Service...._. —Nicky Greek, 01204 334343 (day)
Stockport Countryside

Ranger Service... .. 0161-477 5637
Trafford Council 0161-912 3206

Manchester Sustainability Group ... Adrian Pearce, 0161-234 4594
Manchester Recycling Officer Pete Stevens, 0161-234 4629

Stockport Recycling Hotline .. _.._...0161-474 4747

Manchester FoE 0161834 8221
Networking Newsletter__ -...Michael Bane, 0161-226 9321

—...Sale, 0161905 1100 (day) Chorlton, 0161-881 5639 (day)

s

Bolton Greenwood Group ........... lan Brown, 0161-437 7040
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Why would members of Manchecta
Wildlife walk, carrying an gnff‘;ﬁf};f
banner, from Bruntwood Meadows
in Cheadle, to Peace Square, in cep,
tral Manchester (Global F()rum
1994)? Why would we organise the
event, “Last Chance to See - By
twood Meadows™ The banner tells
the story and we invited anyone who
cared to come along and see Brun-
twood Hay Meadows, probably the
most beautiful area of countryside in
South Manchester, before it was de-
: stroy%d by a huge Szcilmsdll)nuws super-
store and 2,000 car parking spaces. A good crowd turned up, including Stephen
Day (MP for Cheadle) and local
Councillors. As | remember, it was a
2 soaghly nprable e,
hada j ame,
a sad one because of the thought of
what was to happen. We also staged
ggﬂcet(fommenandadog) out-
ide Sainsburys Stockport store.
You might think that all this

ing was a little late but it all
mredhl%?,whenatﬁelamm'g
application was lodged for the above
mentioned superstore. Because of its
size it was called in for a public in- : ; 2R
quiry, which included a si devel-
opment by Tesco and Marks & Spencer at Handforth. I attended, on behalf of
Manchester Wildlife, to object to both schemes. 1 thought I put up 2
argument. 1 had surveyed the Bruntwood site for both butterflies and wildflow-
ers. | found far more species of the latter than did the “expert witness” for

insburys. [ was admonished, by the inquiry inspector, for “offering untutored
! Abitrich as

, in my untutored opinion, the ecological witnesses for %e
pea mbeaﬁt&eﬂspecnwhenhcamemwﬂdﬁfe'ﬂtg;mse- eé
maybe they didn't care! I was told, by Dr. Ray Gemmell, that ( tutox
opinion) the witness for Tesco was “most unsound”! Since 1939 we have 10st
97% of our wildflower rich meadows. Had I known that, at the time, 1 may have
been able to be more convincing, : ion
What really scuppered our chances of defeating the planning applicat
ofupthe fact that, Sainsburys, Tesco and Marks & Spencer, offered to pay [or pa
mm*‘a},ggnh by-pass. This road was absolutely essential for access 10 U7
o the public inquiry, this road was of low priority, there We

«~26 -

i ocally, and it was only planned to be a single carriageway
ﬁmﬁs‘%alillgb}%tl havg provided adequate access. Stockport Councillors
road, whic the development but, when the offer of paying for the road was
e officers declared their position to be neutral. To avoid
meglt, the Councillors were forced to agree. A clear case of the tail
wagging the dog-. f a series to decide which two, of 12, superstore

don Tl;se g}]ﬁ)mulr(}l] ‘geasagall}oge(i The above, and the Trafford g;emrc WON.
applicatio 'cus)a rly against Sainsburys, which may not have been an
B Cin prso‘;(;eggc:spar'r%e mediiligéliilzil not seem to care; did anyone? Well yes,
m not enough. However, it is gratifying (;O n(ﬁ;: that, i;]r];lc]e thc.;jn.
: their to t in food retailing. Did we have anything to do
Sa-msgntv Ihg;e;i)opsé so! 'l‘hé)osgl(})' problem is that Tesco are now in top spot. The
o ey ings. On the opening day of the superstore, at Brun-
panner had two more outings , , '
twood, I sat by the entrance with the banner prominently displayed; all day! The
mana -ement were not best pleased but, when they came over to ask me to move,
I to[dgthem what 1 thought of Sainsburys and their appalling environmental
record. I got rather angry; I still do. It also appeared outside Stockport Magis-
trate’s Court, when some brave souls stood trail for protesting at the store on
opening day. They got off! :
After the inquiry, Bruntwood Meadows was declared a Grade C Site of
Biological Importance (SBI), by the GM Countryside Unit. They visited the site in
September, after the hay had been cut! 1 protested and suggested that a visit
should be made in early June. This was done and it became a Grade A SBI. A
little late but it sugtﬁested that my opinions were not so untutored, after all. I think
]t)hgt, cogsiderfigg e nationglﬁ rarity of unimproved hay meadows, it should have
n a Site of Special Scientific Interest.
; So where does this leave us? We have lost most of a fine wildlife area;
nnﬁenshmg the biodiversity of the region. We tried to start a bOéCOII of a large
global company. Did we suceed? Maybe not, but perhaps we played a part in
starting the movement against globalisation. This is much in t?\e news, at the
moment. When you consider that the golfer, Tiger Woods, receives more spon-
sorship :
money, from Nike, than all their factory workers in Indonesia are paid, we

can hardly be surprised that some people protest against such inequalities!
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There are still 1 hay meadows
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