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Editorial

Genetically Modified Organisms
have been much discussed in these
g:ges, and elsewhere. There can
be few people unaware of their ex-
istence. At the same time, the

anti-GMO campaign has probab}
been the most success&S A

€ in the
h15;ory of environmental cam-
paigning. There must be many

who wish that their cam-
paign had been half as =H&:
successful. If we could

only have saved that ancient
woodland, a peat moss or an
area of species rich mead-
owland; if only.

It is often diffi-
cult to assess the merit
of any environmental [,
campaign; how much it
deserves to succeed; except in
hindsight. As I have said before,
my main reservation over GMOs is
that the seed from such crops can-
not be used to grow next year’s
crop. This is because of the patent
rigllljts held by the company who
owns the GMO. This may not be

such a problem in the richer coun-
tries but, in the less well of regions
of the world, where costs are re-
duced by using seed from the pre-
vious year’s crop, it is a serious
economic disadvantage. I know
little of the environmental and
health problems which could be
caused by GMOs; does anyone?

' My main concern is: will

eques |
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history tell us whether or not the
anti-GMO campaign was the right
cause to fight for. It would be sad if
GMOs were found to be perfectly
safe and the efforts against them
could have been applied to a more
worthy  environmental cause.
Hindsight is a wonderful thing. It’s
k a t1))ity we cannot have
Me  “beforesight” so that
we would know which
were the right environ-
mental causes in which
to become involved.

article on GMOs, this
time on trees, from
Hugh Warick who
L\ used to be a Manches-
~  ter Wildlife Member.
The article on St. George’s Pond
should also be of interest and, of
course, there is much, much more.
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There is a further
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Going to see your local GP ] by Anthony Phelps |33
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It was just before Christmas (18th December), and I'd been to visit my
birding friend on the other side of Hough End Clough. It was only about
6.00 pm, and dark, but I decided that I'd attempt the playing fields again,
on my way back, despite having found several boggy puddles on the way
there! As I was walking along, missing the obvious puddles, by the“ re-
flection of the Princess Road lights on their surfaces, I heard this "peep". It
was obviously a bird, but I hadn't startled it, and crouching down, could
just about make out about 12 "wader-like" shapes moving away from
where I'd been walking. That's all I could make out, and didn't hear
another "peep" from them. i ;

Frustrated at my inability to identify these birds, I determined to

get up early and be at the fields before dawn, to make sure of seeing them
- if they were still there. It had been a really heavily frosty night, but I
rushed, and managed to arrive fjiust before dawn, and the sight nearly took
my breath away - there was a flock of about 200 Golden Plovers roosting
on the fields, glinting in the early morning light.

By the time the sun was completely visible in the sky, they had
gone, and, as far as I know, they haven't used the field again. I left a
message for Judith Smith (the Bird Recorder), and she e-mailed a re-
sponse the next working day to say she'd not had a report of "GPs" there
before (a first for the site). The theory we have come to is that the hills,
where they are most likely to be found roosting and feeding at night, were
probably frozen solid, and Hough End fields, being lower, and still very
wet (as I had found out), meant that feeding was still possible. It is also
probable that there are less chemicals used on this grass than in their more
traditional farmland fields. If it hadn't been for that initial "peep", I would
never have noticed them, and hence missed a wonderful local spectacle.

I did return another morning (27th December), to see if they had
returned, or if it had been a "one off" sighting. I was standing next to one
of the goal posts, so that I wasn't too obvious, and when the sun rose, was
disappointed to see nothing at all. However, the sky suddenly became
black, filled with a massive flock of gulls - both Black-headed and Common
Gulls, I tried to estimate their numbers, and could only manage "several
thousand", as. they almost completely filled the air above me. Gradually
they settled like snow, and ljust kept "drifting" - moving between the areas
of open water for their early morning bath. Even though these are quite
common birds, seeing so many of them suddenly descend all around you
1s something very hard to put out of your mind.

Human use of these fields tends to be quite sparse. This Sunday,
the day of our "Red Lion Ramble", most of the football pitches were being
used. However,_this is for about 2 hours maximum (90 minutes for the
match, plus setting up time). I know that dog walkers use the fields,
mostly egr}}{ morning, and late evening, and in the Summer, there are
other activities happening, such as cricket, model aeroplane flying, as well
as the ubiquitous motor biking and car drivers who seem to delight in
making deep tyre ruts all over the fields. From my two sightings, there are
probably far more birds that use this grassland than people!
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It is well recognised that the results of the
technology that creates GM organisms are
fragile. And one of the factors affecting
this Tragility is the stress the organism
s placed under. Trees, many of which
heed to survive 30-80 years, are going
to be exposed to the stresses and
strains of the environment on a far greater
_,J‘\,_ scale than any crop, with unknown results.
{ i The concerns arising about GM trees are
heightened by the ublquity of wood products. As the forestry industry
s keen to remind us, trees, and their products, surround us every day of
‘ our lives. And there are many edible tree products, such as fruit and
huts, which will raise the same health concerns as are currently being
expressed about GM crops. Already there is a test field site of G
Oranges in Yalencia, Spain, and there are tests underway on papaya and
walnuts in the US.

Another reason for concern was highlighted by the announce-
ment on April Gth last year, that Fletcher Challenge Forests, Interna-
tional Paper, Monsanto and the Westvaco Corporation are entering a,
"Forest Biotechnology Joint Venture to produce and market tree seed-
lings that will improve forest health and productivity for the forest
market world-wide." The four companies will contribute $60 million over
five years to the joint venture. They will be working with the Genesis
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ae national eafeguarde against the introduction of GE trees or ()
invasive plant species will be outlawed. It will also make it easier /
for more land to be taken up by GE plantations. And it could see
the demise of labelling initiatives such as the Forest Stewardship
Council, which included in ite founding principles the statement that the,
'use of genetically modified ()r‘gjﬂnje»mo_s,zh(ill be pm}nbitﬁd'. While this
paf‘;s-)ed by with little comment in 1994, it how seems prescient.

The firet commercial plantations of GE trees have yet to get
going. But if and when they do, they will herald a quantum leap in our
relationship with trees. And the issues raised are far greater than just
the trees themselves. The way that timber and pulp are produced around
the world already raise many important ecological and social concerns,
and the arrival of a genetic component to this will not make these
problems go away. Instead, the arrival of GM technology in our forests
will just add yet more pressure to an already fragile world.

Hugh Warwick is a freelance journalist and editor of Splice, the maga-
zine of the Genetics Forum. To subscribe to Splice, contact Genetics
lorum, 94 White Lion Street, London, N1 9PF. Telephone 0171 837
9229.

Email geneticsforum@gn.apc.org. :
Website: http://www.geneticsforum.org. uk/>www.geneticsforum.org.uk

Further information about GE trees can be obtained from the Womens
Environment Network (WEN) publication The Gene Files Resource and
Action Pack. Available from WEN, 87 Worship Street, London, EC2A
2BE. Priced £2.50 plus £1 p+p.

Ecologist subscription details -

ecologist@gn.apc.org
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The truth, or spoken in jest?
It was & N Forster who said (in a Radio Broadcast), “Planners
laugh at us when we express our fears of their activities; or
rather they sneer.”  He went on to say, “There is a psycho-
logical connection between planning and sneering which
ought to be investigated.”

0171-351 3578, or email
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| I T (and BOY_ 5) ' by Anth,
was thinking today about thj p M by Witha Smallpea [F=

how they do not fit in with mylil(l]gei tohfa;tﬁfgs h?Ppenipg in the helps 1fo'’calFA'g €nd ag21i| p 9
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0 : Wt} (our political correspondent)
‘ abon:l]tcehg\?vwas g\(l)irly early in the morning), anq t?]sé rleStvimng to the W;’nd Once again, Local Agenda 21 (LA21) has been kick-started in Manches.-
| cloned "Dalir plfliny, Geron Bio-Med, has bought thaS Short anir}d ter. It's one that Anthony has been involved in (very early on). Then lan
| s is tha)t’ ebs deep, and patented their cloning py. € co Pany w;e worked very hard, and the process actually produced a draft document
Parts for ry aflly 0dy who wants to clope other anig;ﬁcesse - What thio Then there was a long period of nobody knowing whether it was still
ey nsplanting into humans, or for any other r, S 10 provide , dS breathing, or had given up and was pushing up the daisies.
i 1clure or diseases such as Parkinson's whi iasons (like to ¢ y I can report that the Council have greased LA21's tappets, and the
asI \éve '), has to pay Geron Bio-Meq money, Ich has bee, in ﬂg engine is now running again. The structure is quite tight, there being an
e on't know what yoy think, but the thought of hay; "upper echelon”, or Forum of representatives. As you can imagine, the
e 0Wndlnsul'e me makes me feg] quite sick, As aving a bt voluntary sector just have one seat on this Forum, titied "Interest Groups".
amrga o o dap Tl get drvighel), [ don': want to have t%raiitlsmg vegan When this "Partnership Group" was formed, Manchester Friends of the
e \23 my conscience. There Was a programme on theet leqth of any Earth (Man FoE) were the "Interest Group" representative. Recently,
St period, which I only saw 3 few trailers for Ie cvision over Man FoE's representative has "left", and no one else was available to take
ch dealt with this subject, and how he felt about ™ < led. Pig Boy" | up the vacant seat, so Man FoE pulled out of the Forum.
l{mgn > and how others felt about him ost- ut ‘not being totaj] Manchester Wildlife were recently invited to join a coalition

nder parenta] control i | roup. Anthony attended the first meeting. We decided to call ourselves
' b Obmo?glght ey, his f"gAction 21", with the intention of bidding for the vacant "Interest Groups"
ole for seat on the Partnership Group of LA21. We put our bid in the other
Friday, and, as yet, I have heard nothing about whether or not we have

to be INgs on animals actuall been successful. What I find exciting about Action 21 is that we are
i ere?é?.anﬂaggaén}g‘aﬁ 1;a:re totally differ.ent to huma}lrag,r(;ﬁis ?elglcré ‘ already doing what the process says we should be doing - ie. involving
never become 3 drug a%le’ il enicillin was dlscove;ed today, it would other groups in our area, with true two-way consultation. I don't know
small furry creatures Aext ase 8lven to people, as it is Jetha] to certain ‘ whether any of the other representatives can say that.
commonly used in la’boratoriesgulﬁea Pigs, and other types of animals : What 1s important is that we will continue to meet, and share
people. Another example is Thalid 0".‘219"95 we know that it does help ideas, and putting the best of these forward into LA21's melting pot of
ess, and was licensed and proved é’.ml €, which passed the testing proc- ideas, even if we are unsuccessful with our bid. We are, and will continue
terrible disabilitjes Depite inconuous to unbom children, causing to keep in contact, and hopefully widen our group to include other in-

terested groups, not just environmental groups. I really believe the
council think that we are all separate groups, and don't bother talking to

One of the groups which | SUport is Dr Hadwen's Trust. who ' each other - how wrong they are!

campaign for alternative

§ to animal testin Anthony put forward a couple of interesting ideas (which we'd
set u » and thro : : Ay ; ;
5 mnlllgl’ vil;;ggrtégfiiarch sacudents who §re ]ookiné1 ga}; E;:?::iﬁctﬂlegy 1&?,,‘;‘_’ discussed at a previous Manchester Wildlife business meeting) for con-
ing cell cultures and hgu zliar:n %gt]%n‘gfehelch include computer modelling, us- sideration by Action 21 - mainly concerning nest boxes for specific target

species, namely Swifts and Peregrine Falcon. He has up-to-date infor-
mation concerning designs from Judith Smith, and will soon be at-
tempting to interest companies that own tall buildings in the City Centre
to put up Peregrine nest boxes. If you can help with this, please contact
Anthony (address at the front). Also, if you want a design of a Swift nest
box to put under the eaves of your house, again, contact Anthony. He's
also got details of a supplier for the boxes, for those unwilling or unable
to construct their own.

I will keep you updated on the progress of "Action 21" in future editions,
but it is quite exciting to be able to report on serious co-operation
amongst sometimes quite different groups in the City. Long may it last!




Events by Anthony Phely,
s

Rob and 1 have been talking about our event
how we only seem to go on walks to
ready know, and like to visit.

we would like to invite any member to g
places near where they live, or places which they fe 3\ we!
like to visit, and invite us all to come along. You 'd(n:'t 1\ G
to kpow every Sparrow or tree in the area - we conrlfl\y(‘
don't on our patches - so you don't need to be an ex )c( o
you're not confident to lead the walk, Rob and/or‘ll ok o
certainly be willing help you. i oo

If you think you could suggest a f
uture event, please
;:l(())ngctnl?ob or I, and let us know about your patcg%cg{:((i
: 0& aruoy V\(/je can arrange to pop out some day and have a
und, and maybe put it into a future events list. It

would be nice t i
Nea 0 see other places, sometimes - so don't be

Arthur’s Wood

by Rowan D. Tabl
It . 5
& gppears that eventually the forces of evil got their own way

wn at Arthur’ i
T ‘rltrls)avcvlgeog and carried out their legitimised Man-

- S(}){ﬂy i 55 vandalism - the latest instalment in a
owever, before le s i

pemeches 10 e olin ) Qe '

the matter is that most of the ﬁeesdwgngﬁ tflggte()f

been topped or coppi : %
consult any foreste%)gll%%d' e Yoy

ish frees tolerate oven he Lo st ndigenous Brit- |
50,1 vadls e vy Tt i ok wont. g N YL
e i e et s cood S 8 LAl
gers have lacerated ou:? gr?\?ir% temln 1t3roﬁt mon-
e vehoﬂ 1ousand blessings on those and their
s gt stuck out the occupation of the sit
, to prevent the forces of evil frony ¢
o ik t%e of the National Trust's craven
efforts will notb%WamEd plans of the Airport Author
i > forgotten. Nor have they been in vty Their
o issue alive and before the public and nvain. It has
n\(/)lt\fhf%r‘}({j}:ﬂ}-%lasf of them. » Lam sure, we
LAS : PROTESTERS, VIVA
VEGAS (only joking about the 1as{}§,1$ms WOOD, viva

S lists, |
places that \\'((‘ual\(ll

uggest
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DEPLETED URANIUM - WHAT

THEY DON’T WANT TO TELL YOU
by Anthony Phelps from information supplied by Clare Frisby
what is Depleted Uranium?

UF6 is the chemical symbol for uranium hexafluoride. Scientists
sometimes refer to it as DUF6. To produce enriched uranium, one
must first convert it into UF6. Itisa (l)art of the enrichment process.
Gaseous diffusion, the process used to extract enriched uranium
from UF6, produces four tonnes of depleted uranium for every tonne
on enriched uranium. Therefore DUF6 constitutes a huge proportion
of the United States' nuclear waste: France stores its waste in a
different form. (It has not be possible to find out how the UK stores
its DU). It is unstable, difficult and expensive to store, posing a
threat to workers and the surrounding environment.

How is it being used?

NATO forces used A10 Warthog bombers and Apache heli-
copters to fire munitions containing depleted uranium extensively
during the Balkan Conflict.

The US Navy used Vieques in Puerto Rico to test DU muni-
tions in preparation for the Balkan conflict. The locals, quite un-
derstandably, protested vociferously. Now the US Navy have found
an alternative site at Cape Wrath in Scotland, although the UK Min-
istry of Defence has denied agreeing to it (so it must be true!).

In the United States the government have come up with a
proposal to process DUF6 back into uranium metal and use it in
industry - as counterweights in lifts and fork lift trucks for example.
In July 1988, President Clinton signed the 'Uranium Recycling Bill'.
It provides $400 million to the UF6 storage plants in Ohio and
Kentucky to treat and recycle UF6. Construction is due to start in
January 2000.

_ Industry has already used DU in ballast for aeroplane wings,
and in ships. It is possible that these products could be arriving in
the UK without any clear labelling. .

The use of DU in ordinary industrial machinery could have
more far reaching effects than the use of DU in munitions. However,
the problems associated with the use of DU in munitions remain.
IEER in the United States have some practicable proposals for stor-
age of UF6. They suggest ways to make it safe in terms of prolif-
eration. For example, processing it in such a way that it would be
difficult to enrich it for use in power stations or nuclear weapons.
The important word in this proposal is "difficult". I'd have been



Ficy|| happier with "impossible".
L2

Safety

The uranium hexafluoride that the US government store at
Paducah, Kentucky could be contaminated with Plutonium and
Neptunium. This could be the most WOITying problem to dage.
Plutonium and Neptunium are 'Transuranics, that is they are larger
in atomic number than uranium. All transuranics are very radgio-
active and very dangerous even in small quantities.

This is the same stockpile that the Department of Eper
plans to give away for commercial uses, including depleted uranium

ammunition.
UK and US Veterans continue to campaign for their respec-
tive governments to provide urine analysis, currently considered to
éxposure to ceramic DU. The

be the most reliable way to assess
debate about the extent to which DU contributed to Gulf War Syn-

drone also continues,

Maybe the governments think that if they spread DU6 around
widely enough, we'll all become immune to it (or become a race of
mutants? or dead?). It strikes me that this bears some similarity
with Fluoride, which was a poisonous biproduct of the Aluminijum
smeltilég ﬁrocess. Someone (probably a government scientist) dis-
covered that they could feed it to us by Eiding it in toothpaste, or
Bollutmg our water supplies with it, and claiming it helped us!

nfortunately, DU6 is far more dangerous than Fluoride.

-——————-————_———_-——-—

If you'd like to learn more about this topic, contact: The Campaign
Against Depleted Uranium (CADU), ¢/o Greater Manchester and
District Campaign for Nuclear Dis

armament (GM&DCND), One
World Centre, 6 Mount Street, Manchester M2 5NS.
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Ou can ask to receive theijr quarterly

newsletter by e-mail or post.

E-mail; gmdcnd@gn.apc.org

5 whatever “mitiga-
9 to oppose the :
Opment - writing letters, etc. - and whilst not being y(?li)ng enougﬁvel
perhaps, brave enough to join the rotesters, I went down on o

Occasions to visit them and take foodl.) T ey

il

the National Trust, if [ thought it justified.

icle “Arthur’s Wood & Cedar Wood” in Magpie 46 [ETes

s arfugl](iengsnof despair at the fact that, despite our best ngt
rekindled A ee unable to prevent the destruction. I recalled
efforts, We Wgralong the Bollin, by Arthur’'s Wood, and stopped to picnic
having walke at the edge of the wood. 1 knew I would not be doing thi
on a fallen log would I want to picnic under mutilated trees. Yet - despite
again - nO Wa}t’l article was highly critical of the National Trust, for their
the fact that ¢ ihe rocess, I have not resigned my membership, nor have
jgEpemer; 1?the gloment, to do so. There are two reasons for this:
[ any plans, 2 there is an argument - quite a strong one, in my opinion -

FlrSﬂ% ou might disagree with an organisation’s policies, you
iy althougrch:,less stay in and make your voice heard. This is an argu-
should neve ed in “Earth Matters” (winter 1999) concerning pension
e ad‘éaer:ltchical investments, where FOE recommends that, even if you
e sion with a company that is investing in industries damaging ktlo
iy pex: our best course of action is to stay in, thus mamtalmngdg e
s plage 61}1’ have to persuade the company to make changes. Relgle(lrl mtg
levell;?gtio%al Trust, it could be claimed that they are much more like yf :
flg(teenato the views of a paid-up member than they are to the views o

-member. " d
I o e g e
0 come 1o the cone differently in this whole affair.
reasonably have been expected to aci1 at:ly e B i
They spent over £100,000 opposing t ded e aslio L
but, having lost the case, all t ey could dow e

possi hat would ensue. Regarding
as possible from the devastation tha e TR S iy
Wood, strict Civil Aviation Authqnty sa efty . (e i o

ioht ithi nways, meant that a
heights of obstacles within a set distance o rub bl st
300 trees would have to go and, despite efforts by tt g
fhe CAA, b?gkeci ll))y thcleagg(\iver of legislation, made it clear that the reg
ations could not be re ; _

The only course then open to the _Natlon'igl 'I‘Srtujlt‘ev;/ogladnggzs \];?cekri
paasten agellinst 138 t?lAANlc))?ttl’l’??lﬁ;c/legﬁ)st %99) the Trust’s legal
Dawson (“Big Issue in the n” Ju e of

i it would not win this. It would have been a q
;;Z?dailg‘gn iﬁgétel;tcinvgn unwinnable cas;, ’llgavmg ?tallrgl}f’o?l::% gxpoer;:% otIc:
isi t settle -
fight other more promising cases. So the Trus = o on
I i elop plans for the tree work which would safegu
:’snglgéiao (t)hr::tg;}:i‘;e c%rlfservation value and natural diversity of the
§ & = posiivie, is Maille, of the Green Party, tells
her annoyed when Chris Maille, of the Gre , tell
the NatIi()gIs;Ir?I‘tmst thatythey should have spent their (i.e. Members’)
a hopeless cause. ¢ !
s (I)Ialam uxﬁikely to resign my Trust membership, for the rﬁaasort:thal
ready given in this article but, if anyone has any comments, I do hope '?.K
v\?ﬂl \}z,vfite to “Magpie”. I would be very willing to take up the matter wi
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R AT Whatever happened S
\ ot,
George's Pond? (now know;
as Barrack’s Park Pond) Thi;
was supposed to be the re.
placement pond following the
trashing of the Abbey Ponq i,
i Hulme many moons ago - iy,.
; E ‘ deed this episode goes back 1o
okl = 1993. A recent visit to St

i George's Pond reveals it to he

e a shallow depression in the
Lot i RSN round invaded by couch
grass and a few pioneer saplings, and being in Manchester, a varied
assortment of litter. Hulme Regeneration must have carefully se-
lected one of the best drained areas in existence to site their flagship
re-location for the Abbey Pond, which what was one of the most
biologically rich ponds in the entire inner city area.

To outline a brief history of how this tragic outcome occurred
may be helpful at this juncture:

Planning consent, for the development of an office/research
building (part of the Manchester Science Park), on the Abbey Pond
site, was granted on 22nd Dec 1993. The City Council imposed a
planning condition that "the contents of the pond to be transferred
to an alternative site"- the start date was set at 14th Feb 1994.

_ As the new fpond (half the size of Abbey Pond and with a
maximum depth of 18 inches) would be on the doorstep of sur-
rounding housing estates, promises of security fencing, a locked
gate and spotlights on trees (Stalag St. George's Pond) were ex-

tracted from the hapless planners. E e
Pond and users hadp o S Objfct The Abbey

somehow survived
intact for twenty
years with nothing
more than a post
and rail fence and
the good offices of
the Abbey Pub.
Two days, the 10th
and 11th of Febru-

Eon

Yot

ary 1994, were
given to the con-
sultant

ecologist Abbey Pond |

B ol

—

d to rescue and transfer pond contents, once the pond
ire

ined.
had bee;rl;1 éir;én d defenders camp appeared overnight, on

he10th of February 1994, during freezing conditions. This v
the

———

%S,

y ! as the

Direct Action in Manchester, with Earth First taking the ini.

grsgve The Universi of Manchester, major shareholders in the
a .

A and it should be said, the source of substantia] im.
Smenceezetlgkt’o the Abbey Pond as a community nature site in trkr;e
’°‘§m changed their stance and recommended that the pond
198 lﬁ’be spared. But too late, with Dr Allen, Chief Executive of the
gé?:nce park, conveniently out of the country on business, the dark
destroyers moved in. :

On the 17th of February 1994 Dr. David Bellamy pleaded the

se for the Abbey Pond in a fax to Manchester University - but even
gﬁe famous cockney conservationist could not prevail against forces
E: dark}l“lﬁtsasf)ond site was finally invaded, sorry, repossessed on 24th
Feb 1994. With only about a third of the water pumped out, an
excavator, which appeared out of nowhere, proceeded to strip off
the top soil and trees and, directed by Mr Thompson (Director and
shareholder of the Science Park) durn_;l)eq huge amounts of soil into
the pond. An hour later pond and wildlife had vanished.

The children, whose tree dressinf on thellth of February
1994 bore poignant witness to the fina indignitieg, will long re-
member this episode and an unforgettable post script to the story
was provided by a local eleven year old filmed by the BBC cursing
the Under Sherriff and the Science Park as the tanker hose reached
into her "f.....g pond".

However, to be fair, as Unity Stack, a stalwart among the
Pondlifer activists observed, "the Science Park (with its under oc-
cupied premises) is but a pawn in the wider investment policies of
I 3 the City Council. Dominated by
‘ U one man the Council has (still is?)
locked on' to an inflated crusade
for prestige projects and EC sup-
ported inward investment, heed-
less of basic community needs and
impact on the natural environ-
ment". :

As a last throw of the dice
the Ombudsman was contacted,
by Manchester Wildlife, in an ef-
fort to demonstrate that the plan-
ning conditions had clearly been
flouted. We did this with the long
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IGNoRANCE
KILED THE

3 OLD ABBEY fonp ,q;ff

The cover picture was taken from the cover of the spring 1 8 ie”
The photo%raph of Barrack’s Park Fond was takeﬁ, bg n?y%ilfMiagFé%:
ruary 2000. It may not look like much (and it isn't) as, even a’ﬁ;er the
recent heavy rain, there is no standing water in the pond. The photo-
graph of the Abbey Pond was taken in the autumn of 1993. Th@ final
photograph, showing the only standing water in the Barrack's Park
Pond (a pan full of water), was taken, by myself, at the same time as
the first photoyraph. The March Hare Cartoon first appeared in the
winter 1993/4 “Magpie” and sums up the situation in very few words|

Allin all, a very sad affair which need not have happened had the
political will been there to take serious consideration of the natural
environment. The Abbey Pond was a beautiful sight and a great asset.
to the people of Hulme.

nce Piece for Respectable Middle-class Newt (with
Lancashire accent) - by Carol Batton (reprinted with permission)
A a

..Abbeypmmdhnota'l)htypud(ﬂe'dlatmnbemphced'

someone would be glad of it,

'puddle’ like that,
1\?Vilt,1111(2he sort of natural grassland,

Makes us newts grow fat.

ewts don't choose 'dirty puddles’ for their Summer Habitat!
(We let the ggddles 'Meditate', in Winter,
While we hibernate),
Then swim, and try to congregate,
If it stays we'll celebrate!
Maybe Mate!?
But maybe fate,
@an Won't allow us that.

Performd

WY we're fussy is us newt types,
” (Some find us very cute types),

Alternate puddles, muddle us,
We like to have our herbiaéFe,
‘ And scrummage in the undergrowth.
" 'SOME PARK - 'POND', LIKE HEATON PARK LAKE,
IS A LOAD OF DUCK'S WALLOP!
Never would a decent newt be told to live where planners say, .
Never has a council stopped increasing
Concrete in our wai,
‘ Could a Newt speak out t'would say ...

But can't,
T'will die asleep.

. My Pond is under threat.

Please help me, before it is too late!

MY POND DRAINED!
4th February 1994!

Abbey Pond,

Back of Manchester University,
Pencroft Way,

C/0 A-Z.
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s by Ian Brown
by Dies y shes
@utte“wu b 7(”: { W 1ga1m ]Fla

: in. This time it’s for an event

ite ing to Wigan Flashes E}galﬁ hgflen’t lfe . yisles the
§ Just a quick note to remind you that our § hority. ltﬁ’i‘; is an event not to be missed.
Butterfly Survey is still alive and well, hes, or if you want to gc;1 aggzl:ﬁts list (Page 27).
We received a few reports in 1999 but Flasties, & our visit are on t eOn the best wildlife areas in Greater
they were mostly from gardens. While § We think this is one variety of wildlife habitats on
these are welcome, and very valuable : Manchester. There a;ri :s for flashes), Woo Hlatand
to the survey, we would appreciate Red Admirg the site including la 1 he wildiife is very varied
more records from our urban open species rich grasslan(i O one visit vie: saw 50
spacc\a{socglRmig 2(1)00. If you could Suli_ and, at times, abundant.
vey ocal open space; a park,

many dragonflies that we were gmgzegb‘gz rJt;r;lec,l
e, s Woul b o sreat el Marsh Orchids are bound to be In

there could also be some Commonng::f;dsu(r)rllr-
chids about. Many other spring agommon o
mer wildflowers will be in bloom. it
butterflies should.llfebabgéletnani ;t }Eslrezs bli)rds R
imstone will be : £
e, Kingishersand Common Ten
e S%%n :glcll sl.g;,nxdon’t miss this!”. What
; \
i) Wigan Council have
ket 4y “mind  for the
“Open Day”, we are not as yet suf b:rtl,_
knowing their commitment to 1t e F
vironment, it should be wel wot Ly
coming along to find out. If we glsl Yy
know more details, and the next "Mag- j i
ﬂf” comes out in time, we will let you s

, . £
ust for Conservation Volunteer

“/'N%  wasteland”, this would be a great help.
Common Blue

There is a survey form enclosed ;

with your “Magpie”; wzz hope you will e Sopoer

) be able to use it. If you have concerns R
on any aspect of the survey, pleaser' NV ‘1
7 phone me on 0161-437 7040. The' % g/ 8
ictures of some of our urban butter- i T
. ies melx help witf}} i((iierﬁtiﬁcation. AN

Ou can find the time to come :

Y o e o};’ our walks, there should be Large White
lenty of oPportunities to see butter- o
lies; we only need the weather to be a
little kind. So good hunting; you may
be surprised at the places where but-

o » terflies can be found. Holl Blues onl
Gatekeeper  half a mile from Victoria Styation! Y

by Sam Speyed

principles, slugs prefer to eat some things but
¢, however irksome, none the less 4 vital part of

To go back to first
not others. They ar
the eco-system.

British Tr

They do not for example eat goos
not seem to favour rhubarb. | have no

9° you can grow with in
much sleep about the slimy fellow: o out losing

Slugs also feed the frogs, and badgers and fo 3
date upon rodents which eat or spoil ma Xes that pre

Ny crops, particulary seeds
and beans, so their effect is not entirel e R 2e

Y hegative,
And it does have to be said tha

. : t after al| they were there
first and in reality it is our intensive growing methods that have
upset the natural balance that was originally in place,

S

. . f
favourable opinion 0
Like Anthony Phelps, I have always had a very e

the BTCV because, as Anthony po‘l‘nts out, 1:1 N e ors
provide regular opportunities for he.mds-o.n e TR
However, in a recent attempt to obtain their 'Sie

laying project for an organisation I am assoi:;la{lcl ia
mate was over 50% more expensive than e
hedgelayer. Has anyone had a similar experience:

d with, their esti-
f a professional

Janet Cuff

yV _ N



| Pack in the Peat]| by Sue Barbe,

e today one of the rarest and mogt

. . d Sat bo@@ ar T . '
Lowland raxeed“  habitats in the country. So it is ironic that gardey.

threaieom;dewr’:; 0 much of their time lovingly creating paradise in their
ere;, :ackyzr Jo, are responsible for the current devastation of the |k
]%wwland raised peatlan 5, of which 945 _have already been lost., ¥
Peat milled from these sites ie used for potting COoMpostg
growbags, as a soil conditioner, surface mulch - and éeven to make plant'
pots. Many horticulturiste use peat. Amateur gardeners increasey
their usage by 50% between 1993 and 1997 but uge b'y the; professionale
actually fell by 10% between 1990 and 1997. The ‘ordinary gardener now

of the UK's peat market - up by 1 million cubic metreg,

to for 70%
accoun ) used in the UK comes from UK boge,

More than half the peat (60% :
Three English sites, Thorne and Hatfield Moors, near Doncaster, and

Wedholme in Cumbria, supply half of this amount, even
though they have been designated, by Government, as
Sites of Special Scientific Interest because of their
outotanding value for wildlife congervation.
Pegt use started in the late 19509
when improved extraction and packaging made
it more readily available. Many raised peat
bogs began life as flooded ghallow basine of
fenland plants. As the plants died off, their re-
mains slowly accumulated, eventually filling the
basin with peat. The developing peat area was

poor in nutrients and only sphagnum mosses, and
other specialised planto, were able to survive. Over the centuries, these

too left their remains and the peaty mound grew larger and larger, until
it rose above the surrounding countryside. Some raised peat bogs can be
more than 10 metres deep. They are home to several opecieo of bog
mosses as well as cotton grasses, Bog Bean, heaths, Bog Rosemary,
gyndewa, butterworts and bladderworts. They are also outstanding
sites for insects such as dragonflies, butterflies and rare beetles, as well
a5 being important wintering areas for Hen Harriers, Merling and both
Pink-footed and White-fronted Geese. In summer they are often home to
Dunlins, Golden Plovers and teal.
; Thorne and Hatfield Moors rate among the very best wildlife oit€o
:gotohe couritry. They are home to more than 3,000 species of inoect,
mo%:spc’?_cles of flowering plants and ferns, hundreds of 9966'33.
aolanti erworts, lichens and fungi and a wide range of birdo, inclu '”Ig
2 d'gothgfglt?,PoPUIatiOH of breeding Nightjars. Ancient trackwayo: to-gal
treasure trkoeecfagcave 3 four; it peat:boge, making ther 2 Igj}?;?lonﬁ
prevent, decay and g to be discovered. Their waterlogged ¢on
rotting and preserve the contents of the

- T

bog V€'

redo of yearé-ardenerg with pear, companies strip off the

‘ Tof;fpggetatifm to expoge it. The bog is drained and

living layghineé sorape away the drying peat, leaving the remaining area
hu@e'mile for bog-loving wildlife. Permission for peat extraction was
unguita before machinery made modern methods so

Iy granted decades ago, :
%ﬁ%r and before the wildlife and archaeological value of such sites

was recognioed. The added shame of the destruction is that there is no
need to use peav. Peat free alpernatwe@ are available and the more
gardeners demand them, the easier they will be to find. Many UK com-
anies produce alternatives, ranging from coir to sewage cake and
woodfibre. These alternatives work well - but some gardeners are put off
as they try to use them in the eame way as peat

after the first attempt
roducts, sometimes with poor results. Read the on-pack advice and
guidelines, particularly regarding watering - but, above all, give peat free

a go.

: Our last remaining peat bogs depend on you. Inevitably, garden-
ers will at some time have to look for peat alternatives. Even if cam-

aigners, such as the RSPB fail to persuade them to make the switch,
the day will come when the peat bogs are exhausted and natural re-
sources will run out. People will then be forced to use alternatives. Sadly,
by then, the wildlife which relies on these ancient siteo will be forced to
look for alternative habitats - or face a very bleak future.

A list of suppliers and producers of peatfree alternatives, and leaflets giving

more details about peat and peatlands are available from the RSPB Regional

Office, Westleigh Mews, Wakefield Road, Denby Dale, Huddersfield, HD8 QD
by tan Brown

hund

I used to be in business,
supplying goods for public
_ W consumption. In the early stage of my career, the
thought that any company would exploit their
source of raw material to depletion seemed ludicrous. Of course it
is, but I soon learnt that achompanies did did not conduct their
business in a sustainable way but were only interested in making as

much profit as possible today, with little thought to tomorrow.
They must assume that, when one source of supply is exhausted,
that they can change from ex-

another will become available or,
ploiting one type of raw material to another. Mining companies,
which includes coal, oil and peat, are trading in finite resources.
They must think that, when these resources run out, they can deal in
some other commodity which they will probably exploit to deple-
tion. This is bad enough but these companies, particularly those
mining peat, are not-only destroying their source of supEIy but they
are also destroying the environment. In my opinion, the only just
Ity of both these crimes against humanity

fate for those who are gui
is to lock them up and throw away the key.

y



WHAT A SHAMBﬂ'eg by Bill Butchey

You may think that there are ap
excessive number of buildings de.
picted in this edition of “Magpie”
(wot about the wildlife? - Ed.), |
make no apologies for including
this view of the New Shambles. If
you have not already seen it then it
is well worth a visit. It can be found
by walking, from St. Annes
_ ; | Square, towards the Cathedral,
Ak T ;:;mr' ‘rhis.is a vast improvement on the
¢ e LN previous location as it forms ga
square with inns, of different architectural styles, on three sides. I have only one
beef (Ha - Ed.), and it is this: it must have cost a fortune to translocate these
buildings from their previous site. How many millions? If only some of that
money could be used to improve the natural environment, and the lot of wildlife,
in our great city.
The one thing that is apparent is that the translocation of buildings is far
more successful than that of wildlife.

One material which is diffi- n Nivi
cult to recycle is cardboard. P L Niven
Cereal boxes are probably the largest source of waste do-
mestic cardboard. These could probably be recycled with
paper but, up until now [ have saved the large panels to use
for stiffening envelopes, when necessary, putting the side
panels on my compost heap.

.. Recently, I was about to run out of wooden spills,
i . Which T use for lighting my gas fire, oven and pilot lights as
the automatic igniters have long since ceased to operate. I thought that,
:gzti:ad of tl)uymg new spills I would make my own. Sol cut the cereal box
5 therpa'lll‘i S Into ci‘»tmpS, on a pre-war guillotine which I inherited from my
pri 1s produces about one hundred spills per box. AsIam also a

2 h}lse them for lighting cigarettes from the gas fire.

ahites fuels %fm}i I can reuse cardboard and save money on spills and
B 4 b eIS: grt ends go on the compost heap. So far, Rob Allen has
for lighting theofolrgg et hllfs %as éleater and they are used at the Craft Centre
Kuife but this Wl notybeusoocggt, Bg;leeneti guillotine you could use a craft

g!reeee a”d‘ Onion flavour Walker's Crieps are not suitable
We ;eg’etaman? but Smokey Bacon flavour crisps are O-K-
on't know if this applies to other brands of criopo-

B

g]iSh!P as she is SP@ke lby Mae Word

I do hope that other languages are not as con-

En

T g inguist but, 4

Now, I‘;’nﬁorélizfge ading, as English. How English has become an almost
.fusmgétional Janguage I will never understand.

intern le words which sound the same but have entirely dif-

Take simp
ferent meanings. For example, yew, ewe (you saw the ewe eat yew) and
o eux, aussi et a). There are many other

d to (in French: d
two, too an ds with the same spelling but different

les. Also, there are words ] i
examp # confusing, words with the same spelling but

ings and, equally as
ﬁ?fil;g% pronunciation. So we should take care when using both the

written, and spoken, word. : :
'The reason I bring this up here is that I have become increasingly

aware that some people use the English language to say what they mean
rather than to mean what they say. I was watching an Open University
programme, about inner cities, when I heard the phrase “social ecosys-
tem”. Though I find it difficult to give a proper efinition of the word
ecosystem, it's not in my dictionary or my computer’s thesaurus, I think
the word means something like the structure of a living community. Or,
the interdependence of plants, animals, earth, water and air in a locality.
The programme talked of artists and musicians being part of the “social
ecosystem”. At least they defined the word, ecosystem.

Problems arise when a word needs defining but isn’t. Take the
word “environment”, which is increasingly being used in a misleading
way, mostly by those who have little concern for the environment. We
hear that those who wish to build more roads are saying things like: “we
don’t want to build more of those nasty motorways but we should be
building by-passes because they are good for the environment. ” What do
they mean. When most people hear the word “environment” they think of
the countryside and wildlife; something that is good for the environment

must be good for wildlife. But even a road is part of the environment, as
is everything on land, sea or in the air. A by-pass might be good for the
environment if it saved the buildings of a town from being shaken by
heavy traffic even though, at the same time, it might destroy a Site of

Biological Importance. :
Those of us who are committed to the conservation of the natural
environment must be careful to define our words and ask others to define
theirs. If someone tells us something they intend to do will be good for the
we say a road, or other structure, will

environment, we must ask why. If ! - :
be bad for the environment we must use the word “natural” to define

environment. “Careless talk costs lives.”

The latest news on Local Agenda 21 is that the
Coalition Group, Action 21, has failed to get a
place on the LA21 Partnership Group. The one
place has been given to both the Red Rose Forest
and the Community Technical Aid Centre!

N
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Ci for Small Miracles | by Chris Walsh

@‘@j Commons Registration Act clarified in test caail

The law on registering land, under
the Commons Registration Act
1965, has been clarified in a House
of Lords judgement in a test case
funded by the Countryside Agency.
In it, Sunningwell Parish Council in
Oxfordshire was defending what it
looked upon as the village green
against plans of the owners to build
houses on it.

The problem in law over
registration arose from ruhng_s, in
lower courts, that all those using a
local area of land, and wishing it
registered as a green, had to believe
they had a legal right to go there
but the wider public did not. Since
a state of mind is difficult, if not
impossible, to prove, attempts to
register greens were failing. What
the Act itself says is that a green can
be registered if local people have
used it as of right, for at least 20
years, for lawful sport and pastimes.

Now five Law Lords haue
unanimously blown the leg:ll }21(3;2
away. The users’ state of ming is
irrelevant, they said, and it is gooq
enough to produce good, objective
evidence of use of the land by Jocg)
residents for recreation withoy,
force, secrecy or express permis-
sion for at least 20 years. They also
clarified that present-day-pastimeg
such as dog walking and children’s
play could be counted as wel] ag
more ancl:fnt uses.

This opens the flood-gate
for all the proposed registra%ion:
held up, pending the outcome of
this case, and for many attempted
registrations which were rejected

in the past.

Further details from Paul Johnson,
Countryside Agency, John Dower
House, Crescent Place, Cheltenham
GL50 3RA. Tel: 01242-52138].

Black Redstarts could suffer in urban regeneration

As we mentioned, in the previous
“Magpie”, the Black Redstart is rare
in this country, with only 30 to 75
gans breeding. It is protected by
w, but only in the breeding sea-
son; outside these months its habitat

can be destroyed at will.
With the current obses-

especially  with
benefit gf Miﬂenni;h;;

are likely to be logt. U
0 30% of Black Redstarts are
n London, mostly along the
es and Lea tiver corridors and
, like the Dome, could

e 8

» . lear : Ye £ “Urban
used with tﬁaegéwﬁm the pages of “Urb

permission.

lead to a decline in the species.

We do not have many in
Manchester but it would be a pity if
we were to lose the few we do have
because of thoughtlessness by de-
velopers. It should be an exciting

challenge for planners and de-

. S , velope her to
sion fpr udym& up our cities, /"q pers to work toget

==~ which are found in our cities.
PSR Black Redstarts may be com-

breeding sites _ < N

accommodate the rarer species

. mon in their main European
* " - range, but it would be a
shame to lose them on the

edge of their range because nobody

bothered to take them into account.

b ou who don't know, MERCi is a three-year-old project to
inable Development in the heart of Manches-

fy

For those O for Sustai
: ntre for .

estathhha aC ?:entre is to be a focus and tool for'those working to make
i ore sustainable, green and safe city to enjoy.

Ma'nchester am

will be accessible and welcoming to all. It will incorporate
Th\?irtc)?llrlrtlgltally friendly businesses, a cafe, exhibition space, voluntary
&= accommodation. The whole building is to be an example of

d
groups an 1 design with high-energy efficiency, renewable energy and

environmenta .
non-toxic and recycled materials.

To this end, over the last three years we have been fund-raising, con-
sulting with our membership and looking at potential properties to buy.
And miracle of miracles, finally, we have bought the building.

It has been something of a se-
rious slog to get to this point.
All the failed bids; all the
buildings that were bought
from under our noses; all the
battling for charitable status;
all the Christmas parties; all
the times we've explained
that; no we're not the council'’s
environment dept and there-
fore can't help with the rats in
' ; the alleyway; all the success-
ful bids, all the convincing of eople to support us; all the unlooked-for
Support from unknown and Enown people; all the selling of MERCi
cookbooks and all the inspiration from other people working all over the

city. All this has brought us to this point.

The question is, are we glad?

Well for the support we've received over the last three years, yes we are

Immensely glad, Thank you to everyone who has been there unstintingly
# ; ryds and stress induced rudeness. The

behind us, dealing with our bad moo ;
Ci project exists and goes forward because of you - we couldn't have
got here without your support.

As for the work that is still to come, well it's certainly a challenge. MERCi
as made an art of working on a shoestring and despite being in posses-
sion of more funding than we've ever had before; this doesn't look set to

change.
Still, efficiency is our middle name and even on a shoestring we're going

P -



to get a lot done. The building is a rath?r cgmlplex warren of

2 I different floor levels and room sizes. By the ?n 'l?h}hc f“-“ phase
of construction work we're starting now, we will have a working

ilding; a sound structure; a disabled access

ift; id roof; no rot in the bu ind iS5
g:ng Sc%i/vn to the front door; a huge exhibition space; 10 offices; com-
munal space; an information resource space; a café space (with views on

the canal); bike racks and a shower room!

is a long way to go (even at.the end of this stage the building
%?fxgll};l;hggeﬁzlf dor%e) b{n this is definitely the beginning of something

big...

If you could like to find out more through our newsletter, or
get involved in our volunteering yveekequ then contact Chris
Walsh on 0161 273 1736 or e-mail merci@gn.apc.org

Manchester Wildlife Annual General Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General
Meeting of Manchester Wildlife will take place on:
saturday the 29th of April at 12 noon.
The Venue will be the MERCi Building,
22a Beswick Street, Ancoats.
The meeting will be followed by a walk along the
Ashton Canal, possibly as far as Phillips Park, Newton
Heath and may include a visit to the meadow area at
the south of the park.
Accounts and all appropriate papers will be available on
the day of the meeting and will be published in “Magpie”
for the benefit of those not able to
attend. Please try to come; it’s
your group and the walk, in
the afternoon should be most
interesting.

Butler St.

[ OldMil Street  Bradford Rd.\

St sl
Plerg Street

Ashton Canal
Spectator Street

The map on the left will help
you to locate the MERGCi
Building, on the day, or if you
should wish to visit on another
occasion.

Beswick Street

MERCI
Pollard Street

manchester wildlife - Events and Meetings | 2@

00

pebruary 20 M oo :

26th Februa etro Meander - Time 11am. M
aturél?escent (off Mauldeth Road West, south end of Alexaggtral-l%%

B ) \ :
, Chorlton for a walk along disused railway lines. Contact -
iﬁg;h? 0161-448 8631 Rl

h 2000 . :
N{;ls‘ga 14th - Social Meeting - Time 7.30pm at the Old Monkey Public

s : g /
upstairs lounge), junction of Portland Street/Princess” S

m Convemgent or Piccadilly Gardens Bus & Metro Stgif:;’,

Contact - lan Brown - 0161-437 7040.

Sunday 26th March - Hough End Clough Clean UV\_I Time 10am

onwarﬁs. Meet Hough End Crescent (off Mauldeth Road West, south end

of Alexandra Road South), Chorlton. Wear old clothes and boots. Contact

_Rob Allen - 0161-448 8631 :

Thursday 30th - General Meeting - Time 7.30pm at the One World Centre

(Friends Meeting House basement), Central Street, Mount Street,

Manchester. Contact - Ian Brown - 0161-437 7040.

April 2000

Saturday 8th - MERCi/Manchester wildlife Allotment Open Day -
Time Tﬁ‘noon at the Allotments on Bethnall Drive (off Wilbraham Roag),

Fallowfield. South of St. Kentigen’s School. Contact - Rob Allen -
0161-448 8631 :
Tuesday 11th - Social Meeting - Details as for 14th March.
Saturday 15th - MERCi Open Dag - At 22a Beswick Street, Ancoats.
Contact - Chris Walsh - 0161-273 1736
Saturday 22nd - Easter Woodland Ramble - Meet 11am at the
entrance to Bowker Vale Metro Station on Middleton Road for a walk in
Blackley Forest. Contact - Rob Allen - 0161-448 8631
Saturdagg 29th - Manchester Wildlife Annual General Meeting -
Time 12noon X;ompt. At MERCi House, 22a Beswick Street (off Old
Mill Street), Ancoats. Followed bg a walk along the Ashton Canal.
Contact - [an Brown - 0161-437 7040.
TMadeOOOh ial i h h

uesday 9th - Social Meeting - Details as for 14th March.
Saturda 5

—__SL,Q@ - Sinderland Stroll - Meet 11am at Navigation Road
lg/léulo tation for a walk on the mossland. Contact - Rob Allen - 0161-448
Thursday 25th - General Meeting - Details as for the 30th March.

June 2000

Saturday 10th - Wigan Flashes Open Day - Meet outside the main
entrance of Wigan Wallgate Station. Time 12noon. Contact - lan Brown -
0161-437 704(%.

Tue;da 13th - Social Meeting - Details as for 14th March.
Tuesday 11th - Social Meeting - Details as for 14th March.
ursda - General Meeting - Details as for the 30th March.

SRR e -

\J




Useful Contacls

e : i< Gordon. 01636 677711 (day)
T Wt Partaman P—W SI?eG;gn(;l Office, Bernard Flernming, 01942 820342 (v

glish , s g
i i " North Group, Trafford, Liz Blackman, 0161-962 6745
s nsdab b oyt §N91lmslow (g'oup. Tony Browne, 0161-436 1761
Stockport & Tameside, Eric Stead 0161-494 9130
Lancashire Wildlife Trust _ _ _ _ _Bolton Wildlife Project, Mick Weston, 01204 361847 (day)
Medlock & Tame Valle
: Conservation%\ssociation _Mildred Burlinson, 0161-330 2721

rd & Trafford, Val Sutton, 0161-872 7640 (day)
BV — e e e m - — - 221{0 & Altrincham, Shelagh Aston, 0161-860 6910
Bolton, Rick Parker, 01942 817302
Bury, Lawrence Kitchenson, 0161—7_96 64Q4 (day)
British Trust for Ornithology_ _ _ Gtr. Manchester Bird Recorder, Judith Smith 01942 712615
Red Rose Forest Team _ _ _ _ _ - Jane Whitaker, 0161-872 1660
o B I U G R R __Bolton Group, Tony Johnson, 01204 468850
Manchester Group, Simeon Rydz, 0161434 2720
Stockport Group, Tony O'Neil, 0161-223 8987
Advice on Birds in Distress _ _ _ _Irena Zalasiewicz, 0161-763 5146
TR e SR R B Y —South Lancashire, Angela Graham, 0161-797 4745
Cheshire, Mike Freeman, 01606 41581
Butterflies/Moths_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Barry Shaw, 0161491 0753
Mammals/Insects__ _ _ _ _ _ — Bolton Museum, Steve Garland, 01204 522311 (day)
Amphibians/Ponds_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Dave Bentley, 0161-724 8602
Mersey Valley Wardens_ _ _ _ _Sale, 0161-905 1100 (day) Chorlton, 0161-881 5639 (day)
Croal/Irwell Valley
Countryside Service_ _ _Nicky Greek, 01204 571561 (day)
Stockport Countryside
Ranger Service_ _ _ _ _ 0161477 5637
Tralfoed om0 O e Roz Park, 0161912 4174
Manchester Sustainability Group___ Adrian Pearce, 0161-234 4594
Mandleste;mg cer._ — —Pete Stevens, 0161-234 4629
Stockport ing Hotline__ _ _ 0161474 4747
Manchester FoE__ . _» . _ —0161-834 8221
Networking Newsletter _ _ _ _ _ Michael Bane, 0161-226 9321
Bolton Greenwood Group . _ _ _lan Brown, 0161437 7040

Man h%s;,e:t-awcgdhfe isa'netwiglélklilla%grganisaﬁon. You are included
jon our Contacts List; are we on yours? Please inform us if
You are welcome to reproduce anything contained in “Magpie”, with an ackn—o-»:ledgemem.

The “Magpie”is the newsle;ter of Manchester Wildlife. The opinions expressed within
Its pages are not necessarily those of Manchester Wildlife. Every effort is made to
ensure that the 1mf01:mat10n in the “Magpie” is correct. Anyone who undertakes a
project based on the informatioin contained in “Magpie” does so at their own risk.
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