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posed to convey that optimistic
feeling of spring, though as I sit here
typing this it is still cold, miserable
and wet. I can only hope that, by
the time this reaches you, warmer
weather will be with us. The
sketches, which first appeared on
Magpie No. 5, are by myself. This
reminds me that I have been some-
what remiss in not crediting the
sketches which have appeared in
your newsletter. Iwill try to redress
this omission later in this issye.

We may not be first with the
news but, as on the subject of
Genetically Modified Food
(in “Don’t Let Them
Muck About With Your

some way ahead of the mass media.
‘sNe first ?’pg%rte]cll on this subject in
ummer 1998. Recently the subiect
?s ha:dlyﬂ;b:er;l:)ut og:yhe news gmd
seems that those against, what
have been called “lgrankenstien
foods”, are winning the argument. |
am told, by Anthony Phelps (alias
Jean Bender), the writer of our ar-
tlcle,.that there will not be an up-
date in these pages. This is working
on the theory that, anyone who is
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The cover of this Magpie is sup- not now fully abreast 2

of the sub;
must have been living in an isolajte A
cave for the past six months, i

I have a problem, Thi
not occur very often byt s

: . SOme of
our major contributors seer to
have writer’s block. This meapg

that there will probably not be a4
many .articles as usual, though we
are privileged to have an item from
Chris Baines, the well known writer
and broadcaster. So, unless there is
i 2 last minute rush, this Magpie
will be smaller than usual. |

: W111 try to make up for this
in the summer edition
and, don’t forget you had a
bumper issue with the winter

%), we are ofton Wiy & Magpie; the biggest yer!
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[ by Chris

" Trees of Time and Place | - . @

Trees grow bigger and live longer than anything else on earth, but even the
greatest oak tree - maybe a 1,000 year old - grew from a little acorn.” With
the new millennium fast approaching, there is no better legacy to leave for
the future than a newly planted tree, and no better way to secure a little
immortality than to grow your own Tree of Time and Place.

Over 50 national organisations are now working in a unique
partnership, to provide support for anyone who is willing to pledge support
for the Trees of Time and Place campaign. All you need to do is think of
your favourite tree it may be an old family favourite or a local landmark, an
ancient veteran tree, or a tree you remember from
childhood. Gather some seeds from your special
tree in the autumn, plant them, care for the

seedlings, and plant your Tree of Time and
Place in the year 2000.

Hundreds of schools and community
groups are planning to plant their new trees as
millennium copses, - and local councils
throughout the country are finding pockets of land
, for the purpose. Ordnance Survey has produced
an electronic map to record each tree and planting site. MPs are gathering
acorns in their constituencies, and growing ceremonial Constituency Oaks
to plant at the turn of the millennium, and all over the country, the partners
in Trees of Time and Place are organising walks in the woods, seed
gathering events, and planting days. §

If you would like to pledge your support, receive a free information
pack, or offer a suitable. site for a community nursery or a millennium
copse, call the helpline on (lo-call rate) 0345 078 139.

Ao Ao Aok Aok ke ok ke

Enclosed with this newsletter there is a pledge card headed “I promise to
grow at least one tree which I have cared for myself, as a way of marking
the Millennium”. If you can support this pledge please fill in the card. The
more trees planted the better and, from the point of view of Manchester
wildlife, we would prefer that they are trees which will be beneficial to our
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PP ; by Mert i
It all started” in 19 i PR vaen | must bear a heavy proportion of the blame. Over-grazing of =
Parks Act. Tt 49 with the Natig upland areas is a problem, there has been considerable loss ||/
e ,9 d t was short] after thig th Na] OF chalk downland:-and 97% of wildflower rich meadows
Ehra&‘,,,e, Sites of Specia Scientific Intat the have been ploughed up since 1939!

o (SSSI) was mentioned. These Special erest There have been some victories for nature conservation -
are now fairly widely known abg ¢ Sites some peat bogs in Northern Ireland have been saved. Thorne and
represent the very best areas of wildlﬂ% (:;lg Hatfield Moors were supposed to receive some protection (see

: t in Britain. With th i
tryside Act and the 1981 Wildlife & C Oeu.fl(:;msn of the 1968 Coun-

forgiven for thinking that SSSTs had the full s e oy "€ could be
_ Mg W rotecti
Un%cl)rfunately, this is not the case. Proté'c:tionpof0 SgSIs(‘) ?el(;efest lrlrfaliiqvlv :

on highly deficient voluntary ag; nts whi y

: greements which-den’t wor

iﬁéﬁ% BN Al 5 that English Nature. 1o

| o e nserva on Oun 1 " design' afe a‘ _SSSI L ‘::

send a map to the owner, with a list of potenti: : ey o

. “ t : .

zlf‘a_tlons égwpat seems a bit gilly - rather [} g,p ,,t}ﬁu};’}l dae.gia!glel;% (l’lfs’; |
Instructions on how to damage the site - Bd.). T2 s A

to undertake a damaging OPerg’?ionetilg/ :ﬁd‘ 'is)i‘ Ifan owner wished

Magpies 41 & 42), though we hear peat cutting has in-
creased. Red Moss (Bolton) was saved from a 20 metre
high rubbish tip. The battle for Rainham Marsh (Greater
London), notable for its Water Voles, goes on, with
strong local support.. The developer, aided and
abetted by English Partnerships, has already spent
Yamillion pounds. There are problems at Moseley
Meadows (Wirral), which is threatened by
housing development, as the owner has denied
access to English Nature. Some sites-have been
saved by Friends of the Earth, and other groups,
taking direct action. A meadowland SSSI, which was
ploughed by a farmer, was un-ploughed by local activ-
1sts.

The present situation cannot be allowed to go on,
and it is with this in mind that leading wildlife organi-
sations have joined together to persuage politicians that
there must be a Wildlife Bill to properly protect all our
wild plants and animals and their habitats. The same
organisations. promoted the “Wildlife Charter” which

national importance for nature conservation (a Sj

Importance is of regional, distri
should all be consig1 e g _lo<:a1

6400 SSSIs in Great Britain and 1,481 have bern <, Llere are

laid -out:a framework around which the Wildlife Bill
avi :

eatened. represents 9% of total lan des l;ecinandgT}?eridhor could be based. We reported on this in Magpie 41 and it
&et(e:r:) ?1nn tlglcsriilaesi lg.}ost, and damaged, sites since the. 1981 Wﬂdh?g seems that the support the Charter gained was enough to

ersuade the Government to commit themselves to a
ildlife Bill. It is up to us to ensure that the Government

is held to that commitment. It should be enshrined in
" law that SSSIs should be protected areas and Govern-
‘ment bodies should have a duty of care and powers of
entry should be given to English Nature. There
should be legislation, outside SSSIs, for species pro-
tection. Landowners should be encouraged to be
-symcfathetic, but there must be a bottom line and if
landowners do damage a site they should pay to put
it right. English Nature should offer incentives for
positive management. Mineral extraction licences, on
sites which have never been mined, should be re-
. voked withotit compengation. In‘September 1998, the

- The main problem is that the legislati i
has nogeeth; it does not protect, and becag*t;:eaot}ot?ﬁgomanmerrggg isaSIS
een lost in various ways. Road building i e

o o ot GRS £ ek
Cardiff Bay (a Ramsar_ site) don’t help. Mineral

extraction licences ate a big problem.

€S€ were supposed to be for small
scale extraction but large scale min-

Ing is damaging sites. But one of
the biggest culprits is proba%fy
changes in agricultural prac-
tises and the Common Agricul-

tural Policy (CAP) payments
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I} Government issued a consultation paper on :
j conservation and marine conservatignl.g Theressvalesr,e Mades
%ood points; SSSIs should be nationally protected, but
\évrere ad points and marine conservation seems alrr{ost 1
hafiaaé Evjeiﬁx‘slatlon could be etnacted tomorrow if the Gover
- So what can we do to help the process along? i
a lot! There is an Early Day otic?n (EDMllr)l,g;th}:;é}l?aS;v te)r e
signed by 326 Members of Parliament. You could write to your Ii/?lr;
to ask them to sign the EDM, if they have not already done so. Y
could press. for the Government to hold to their commitment 0tu
enact the Wildlife Bill b}/ including législation in Sep’cember’0
Queens Speech.. Write to John Prescott and Tony Blair, and lobbS
your own MP, by letter or in person. You can also show ou}1f
support by signing the enclosed pledge card from the Wildlife
w

680 - by Ian Brown

Many of.you will know, especially our older readers, that
vinegar is an excellent cleaner. It is especially good on
gip glass. I have used it to clean windows by putting a little in
i water, and applying with a sponge, but have found this a
: v little messy. Recently I had an idea which would over-
ome- this problerq. Having used up a proprietary cleaner, which came in
a (reusable). plastic spray bottle, and being reluctant to throw the bottle
away, I decided I could reuse it by filling with a mixture of water (75%)
and vinegar (25%). This makes application a lot: simpler and, using
newspaper to wipe down, cleans better than proprietary glass cl;aners
which I ha‘ve found leaves a slight film which is difficult to remove. ;
This home made cleaner can be used on other surfaces, such as
work tops but don’t use newspaper if cleaning plastic as the print rubs off
and leaves a stain; use a paper kitchen towel which can be disposed of on
the compost heap. If cleaning electrical items, such as computer moni-
tors, s_pray,a little of the solution onto a sponge first. There is no need to
buy vinegar as that which is left over from pickle jars will do nicely.
Thus we make three savings; no need to buy proprietary cleaners
reuse of plastic spray bottles and saving throwing away old vinegar.
R_educg,' reuse and recycle. Anyone who has used vinegar, to clean a
window, and wiped off with newspaper, will know where the expression
squeaky clean came from. ' ' '
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 Update on the Birck fields Green Action Group
Birchfields Park lies in Inner City Manchester about two miles south

of the City Centre, between Longsight, Birch-in-Rusholme and Fal-
lowfield. Like other inner city parks, it has lost many of its amenities
over the last few decades, in particular the bandstand, tennis courts,
bowling green and clubhouse, and most of the children’s playground
items. Today, most of the people you see in the Park are casual
footballers, dog walkers, joggers, pedestrians and cyclists, passing
through, and in the warmer months, picnickers, sunbathers.and
strollers enjoying the floral areas. Vandalism is a minor-problem,
with stolen cars and motorcycles occasionally being driven around at
night, saplings broken, and the wooden fence set on fire.”

A group of locals wants to add to the amenities of the Park to
ensure its viability. After consultation with the Parks Department,
amongst other activities, the bowling green was planted with wild-
flowers in the spring of 1998, and in July a public consultation was
held (in a marquee!), outlining proposals for a Community Forest
Garden on the site of the rose garden, and asking for opinions on
what the developments should be. Resulting from this, the Group
has held regular meetings to plan the Forest Garden, with visits
taking place to Springfields Community Garden, in Bradford, and
Apple Tree Court’s garden (and new public restaurant) in Salford, to
gain information on sinilar, successful ventures.

In January, this year, we commissioned Naturescape, a local
environmental consultancy, to assist the Group to draw up a design
and to conduct two of the half-dozen public meetings, related to
Forest Gardens, planned for the spring. At the same time, we are
contacting local groups and institutions, canvassing their support.
with luck, these will result in the start of the planting of our Com-
munity Forest Garden in the coming autumn.

Other projects for the Park are in the pipeline. For further details,

please contact Gill on 0161-224 8437.
Lesley Bernadis
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)] Credit Where Credit’s Do

The artwork used in Magpie comes from varioue eources; professional and
amateur artiete and, though we use no copyright work, without p(:rrr}ir,,
slon, we do include computer clip art to liven up the publication, ”'V_
original artwork, now held on computer files, should be credited. We Rae
not alwaye done thie and it ie about time we made amende, | e ue
introduce you to our main contributore.

ave

k. LynWells ie a professional artist who was a member of
f&  Manchester Wildlife until ehe ‘moved away from the
S area. She now lives in Clashmore, near Dornoch
e " Sutherland and, when last heard of was §
B! doing bird illustrations for a field guide. Her
~ contributions to Magpie are line drawinge
: but ehe is ekilled ih most kinds of artwork. As
well ae the Hedgehog and- Common Spotted Orchid,
ehown here, Lyn has kindly provided us with illustrations of

Coltefoot, a Kingfisher and a Comma butterfly.

e

which have appeared on the front cover, In addition to the
) Barn Owl, Sue hae given us a Tawny Owl and a Pole-lathe

Turncr.' Although not a present a professional, her work is
of the highest quality.

s lan Brown is not a professional artist and 4
he_: would not admit to having achieved a high etandard. Why g \ /3%
did he get the job, you may ask? It happened at one of our &Y
meetings when lan euggested that there should’ be an il-
lustration on the front cover of Magpie. He expected that * s
there would be at least one artist present but, thie proving 24
not to be the case, had to volunteer for the Job. The firet o
effort was the Pochard on the cover of Magpie No. 4 (there was aleo a
eketch of ducklings, by Sue Chapman, to illustrate he

‘ . r article). Si
finding that practice, though not bringing perfection, doee)imé:g:eﬂ,l]::

_gained confidence Lo provide many illustrations
for your newslétter, You may-recogniee hic
gtyle; the recent cover

| " lllustrations of the
; [ Frog and ‘the Badger, have appeared previ-
. ously. Recently, lan hae found his artistic

= okille have declined because of lack of practice

ike the Marbled
ter oj(m(;m’r»cd art, like the Marp (0
more on compuler <

(e : artwork in
and hae relied more of thie type of artw

E ot
White putterfly showr here. Expec

the f””gfﬁef artiste have made contri-

Margret Brown providﬁqd;ki}s
ied her arti
ich accompamed art ]
akatgh Wz:lzlf The cover Magpie 18 ex ;
Magplcd fro;'n our tee-shirt 1040 which wal
from a profeeaional arti'et whoee na:;;t
hmvc forgotten. Apologies to any ad I|'|<
wac have not credited and if you wogrll t;}:@g
' ' ear |
have your illustrations app ’
;;@ee plycaee send samples to the editor.

pution®.

Tim Lepidug

/74 rt Craft

ave made a slight change to our logo.
cg’i: you spot the aﬁ{{erence? In contrast
we are making big changes at the Bolton
Craft Centre. Nothing revolutionary but
we've put on a new roof. The original roof
¥ was a little weak; holes regularly ap-
peared and, consequently, it Iea_lred. The
new roof is a much stronger job;. with
heavier beams and thick lplyu;f:d {eb::trzs,,l
ith roofing felt. Also, it now overlaps two [eet,
ﬁm%owwe Imve{a ?m(qer sheltered area. The funds_ for this were
provided by an Entrust (Landfill Tax) Grant. Using the same
grant we are going to box in the forge area. This will _make winter
working more comfortable and have the added benefit of keepmf!
the smoke away from the other craft workers. The Greenwoo
craft section will still be open but we're a tough lot so should be

able to stand it. In fact, | would not like to work indoors, except
in the worse winter weather.

We've now got a reqular time table; Saturday
and Sunday, once a fortnight. If you would
like to, know the dates, why not join the
group. Membership is free, just send an
A5 stamped addressed envelope to: lan
Brown, address on page 2. There is a regular
newsletter for memoetrs.

T 1




Re-Peat

Manchester Wildlife member, Kae
Nicholson, has written to_us. con-
ceming the article; on peat and
composting in the previous Mag-
pie: Shésays, “I'do not agree that
buying spltagnum moss from other
countries is an alternative. Why
should we advocate depleting other
countries’ sphagnum reserves, just

because we've drained. or .~

dug up our own? | am
inclined to agree, and how

is it possible to tell sphag- W

num moss peat from
sedge peat when it is in 27
a bag.

Kae also thinks
that municpal (large
scale) composting is a -
viable alternative as /-, =
the larger heaps cre- 7"
dig" imote® Heat] v, ML
therefore faster de- ‘{ £ -
composition  and YJ/ .
higher kill rates of po- "=, . 7"
tentially harmful toxic '
bacteria, etc. She also -
recalls from her academic days,
lectures about ex-airfield sites with
huge compost piles that even de-
graded complex organic carbon
compounds which are otherwise
persistent within the environment.
She was disappointed with the

N 'J‘"" Mo peat.

Accounts and necessary papers will be
on the day. We look forward to seein

by Petra Mogg

green “Darleck” which she useq ¢,
compost garden and kitchen wagste,
Although degradation did occur the
contents did not turn into compos.
I also have a “Darleck”

which I opened up recently. After
sifting some of the compost, it
looked and felt quite good. 1 have
sown some Ash seeds in this “com-
post” but it is too early to tel]
if it will be successful. At
least it should be a good

. potting compost and soil
&y conditioner; - certainly a
_‘,ﬂi\ good substitute for moss
Why . success
should be varied, in the
production of compost, I'm

1y dients or something else.: 1
., # do have a special ingredient:
urine, a good source of ni-
trogen to balance the car-
bon -in cardboard and
shredded paper. If you
8B ~have experience of com-
post making, and get
good results, please let us know. If
you are not so successful then
maybe reading, The Incredible
Heap by Chris Catton and
James Gray (Pelham Books -
"ISBN 0 7207 1467 2), will help you
to make better compost.

Will take place on Saturday the 24th of
April at 12 noon at the One World Centre
Friends Meeting House Basement, Centrai

St., off Mount Street, Manchester., Fol-

lowed by a walk down the River Irk.

available
gyou.

“/i not sure. Is it luck, ingre-

Yes They Have Gone Completely Madl

by Des Doiller E

rticle.in Magpie 44, on the proposed Manchester
B\ e :gemr?/e:r Worsley, Iefeceived a di@tﬂrbﬁ)ng report that a
Kacgiou contractor, from Flintshire, turmed up to start felling
e g@ee in the Heronry at Botany Bay Woods. It looks as
fhrog:gh Peel Holdings are trying to destroy the wildlife before
utting in their planning application. | belleve.the situation was
retrieved, which ie just as well as the Heronry is thought to be in
the top 10 in the UK. It should be an 5SS

From the same source came the news of further crazy
ideas for the Botany Bay area. There is already paint-balling; there
could be shooting, clay pigeons and not Herong (we hope), but the
really, really mad idea i an aerial rope-way 1o view the Heronry. The
Herons are going to love this. If there's one bird whxch requires an
undisturbed nesting site, then the Heron is that‘blrd.

Let us hope that wiser councels prevail and_ that any
forthcoming planning application can be defeated on environmental
grounds. The fact that the original Manchester Racecourae_cloaqd
for financial reasons, and the new version is likely to be a failure, ie
hot grounds in planning law for a refusal. Why not?

arch Hare by Tim Lepidus




| . ‘ : by Anth
' Are You Personally Sustainable? phelp?sny

opinions in this article are personal, and not necessarily those

Manchester Wildlife. Some of the events I attended would certainly not
be allowed under our constitution, and I attended these as an ind;.
vidual]

Are you any good at saying "No"? I used to be so concerned that I wanted
to know everything that was going on, it was hard to say "No", and
therefore, I got involved in so many things, taking up so much of my time,
that I became, in a phrase I heard recently, "personally unsustainable". [p
fact, 1 burnt out, and because of this, didn't become involved in any major
campaigning or other voluntary work, outside of Manchester Wildlife, for
about a year. .

What struck me about this is that this isn't an isolated case. Maybe,
as a result of having suffered from it myself, I can more easily see it in
others - I don't know, but it worries me for several reasons. Firstly, it's not
good for the person involved, and secondly, it's not good for the "green (or
any other) movement” in general, as it means there's one less activist
available, and believe me, some people don't "bounce back”, like I did, and
are lost forever.

Some people can get so engrossed and entangled in a cause that
they are unable, and even unwilling, to let go, and let somebody else hold
the reins, even for a while, whilst they rest and recharge their batteries. I
once managed to take 6ne such sufferer aside for a talk. I heard a familiar
phrase when I suggested that a rest-was needed: "Well, if I:don't do it,
nobody else will". It had become.a duty, and the work had taken over the
activist to such an extent that sleep, food and everything else took second
place. I made a personal pledge that [ would not let this happen to myself
again. :

3 I have a philosophy with regard to everythi "
something, [ shall have lf)tu}lldoing E'g . S sl atenpt, : Kexlo
% . T'know what you are going to say, that there are a load of awfully
tedious and boring things that are, nevertheless, necessary sometimes.
However, if you put your mind to it, and have people around you who you
like working with, then fun can be had in most circumstances Remember
if you are a volunteer, and spend your own time helping some cause or
other, then you are under no obligation (neither are you being rewarded
financially) to do anything that you feel is wrong, oris being done in a way
that you feel could be performed better. No-one can force a volunteer to do
something. Itis u to us all to get things done, and if we see someone out
of their depth, or being left to do everything themselves, then we have the
option to either help that person, or suggest that the way things are done
gptlalds t(l)cs be tli'ethought. If vglunteerli are lileing lumbered with%ll the rub-
bish tasks, then we cannot hope to keep them for lon : ;
to develop them! ’ p L - 1 fd trying
: On a personal front, [ have had a mad few
‘much happening in Manchester that I feel I have to
even a period of 10 days when I had something "

weeks - there's been so
dgcument it, There was
on” every gay, with only

; . :s neriod! It did take it's toll, however, and

"Off'dim"ntglr:hclif)gvn” and have been taking things a little
[ became a litt ed; s. It's so easy to keep filling that diary up!
easier for 8 fevg 1thyF'ebruary I went to the EMERGE open meeting. We are

35 hold three general meetings each year, at which we invite
constituted tO r?d let them know how things are going on. This was our
our m.e’é’e f]isg XGM, when I became a Director, and was quite successful,
glrtsliosligh’ like most meetings, we could have done with more members
turning up- ick interesting event in the

February, I got a ticket to an g :

t czlrll)ltircleh}n%gle1 in Hulmne[, which was, in fact, one .o.f the most relfmng
et énes II)'ve been to yet this year. The title was "Spiritual Ecology” and
evenit:ted of a talk, with slides, then some meditation and some singing,
?Olrllgwed by a wonderful vegan meal. This was a well attended event.

- On the 21st February, [ was again in Hulme at an event which h@d
originally been discussed before Christmas, and was titled "Community
Action Day”. Basically there is a lot of land in Hulme which is vacant - some
of which is intended for redevelopment. There was a patch beside the new
Hulme Arch, just off Stretford Road, which had been fenced" off for ages,
but was full of trees and a few flowers. The action was to "reclaim thrls
patch of land as a park for Hulme. It had been planned properly, and we'd
even written to the Council asking them to open it up for us. However, if
you know our Council, nothing was done - so we did it ourselves. The
fencing was old and wooden, and in a dangerous condition - in some places
falling onto the public footpaths, and we felt that it was safer to take this
down, which we did. We folded it up neatly, and :
left it on site for the Council to remove. Then we litter-picked the whole
site. For most of this day, there was a police presence, but t'hey did nothmggl
except video the action. Surely, if it had been wrong, theXd have arreste
us? The parks department had supplied us with "left-over” roses and bulbs
which we planted in several beds on the site, and it is now an open space
for the people of Hulme. _

On the 28th February, Rob and I turned up for my Bird Walk
around Chorlton Water Park. It was a lovely sunny day. .

; The next event I attended was on the 4th- March, which was a
planning meeting for the "New OKasional Caf", which was to be opened up
again. I'd been involved in t?e previous three cafs, but not actually at-
tended a planning meeting before. ;

Tl?e\ follov%ing ever%'ng there was a benefit gig by Attilla the Stock-
broker (a poet/singer), who I had never seen before. The benefit was for
Kosova, and was packed out. It was a brilliant night. :

On the 6th, there was an event, strangely not in Hulme!_ _The
SchNews team (I gave a plug for this weekly news sheet in the last Edmon),
who are on tour, had come to Manchester for their "SchNews Night". It was
vastly entertaining (and I won a valued t-shirt in the raffle!).

The next day, Sunday, Rob, Ian and I met Paddy (the headteacher)
at English Martyrs School on a rainy day. We looked around the nature
area, and decided that it was looking after itself nicely, and nothing needed




=711 to be done. We discussed the future prospects for this site fol-
M’ lowing the news that the school was to close because of falling
= rolls. We'll do what we can to preserve

this patch of nature we helped to create. _ \

Monday saw the MERCi AGM, in the Friends Meeting House. The
main topic on the agenda was looking through, and choosing favourites
from amongst the 10 possible buildings that are being considered for pur-
chase. As some of the details had only just been received, it was decided
that a final decision would have to be deferred to a later meeting.

Tuesday was the Manchester Friends of the Earth meeting in the
Friends Meeting House, with guest speaker Craig Bennet talking about the
proposed "Wildlife Bill'. We decided that this was far more important to
attend that going to the Old Monkey for our Social Meeting.

Wednesday was the start of my decline into sickness - in fact I
had my first day sick from work for over 3 years!

On Thursday, feeling a little more human, I attended the EMERGE
Board meeting, and gained the title "Director Responsible for Human Re-
sources". :

Saturday was the day of the Longsight walk (the first of the trilogy
of events entitled "LAND and Birds"). This was very enjoyable, although 1
have to say that for most of the day I didn't really know where I was, as we
wandered around the smaller streets, looking at small patches of open
space, and seeing a fair range of species, including Meadow Pipit which I
had seen before on Matthews Lane old tip site. We adjourned to Misty's
cafe for some refreshments, and then a couple of us continued until dusk.
The other events are a day building bird nest boxes, and then putting them
up around Longsight over the
Easter weekend.

The following day, Sunday, we all met up in Albert Square, and
then walked to the new OKasional Caf. ‘Our task was to clean it out
completely, and get it ready and kitted out for opening on Monday. In fact
this cafe isn't exactly a new squat (it's a recycled squat!), as it is the same
building from the very first cafe back in February 1998. The building has
not been used since we last left it, back in March last year! (although we are
now using it), and was in need of some repainting.” That. evening, Steven
Cope returned to perform for us (he'd performed at the very last da’y of the
last time we occupied the building). IF you've been past the student union

it's the orange and purple building just across the road. At the moment it
is a.very well used space for people to meet, eat, and just simply be. The
first official evening's event was a wonderful three-course meal (Ve an
Organic Heaven). Ibet you can gather that I was there for that! [For thg S
that are interested, squatting isn't a criminal offence, just a ‘civﬂ 3 :
between the owner and the lPeople squatting. I personally fee] n}lla Bt
sllllguld be a crimina}tll offeince or lelmdlords to ieep guildings emptyt V\?l"l:elI:
there are so many homeless people o
rest of Britain!]. « b aoiies. Méqchester and the
Well, that's what's been happening. As the disclaimer at th
' . : € start
says, I couldn't possibly have attended most of these things as 4 repre-

. hestér Wildlife, and I didn't. If you are inter-

sentative %ftt I}fl%n(i:nvolVed in_anything that's. happening in Man- i

ested mdgo drop me a line, and we can discuss the possibilities.

}gh:;ﬁ; 1'd like to reinforce what I consider very important things to
1 ]

ember: ;
rvenrl)on't try to do everything yourself

v Whatever you decide to do, enjoy it - have fun
v If you feel "put upon’, just say "No" - you're too valuable to "burn

out” ; 3
v Be "personally sustainable

I est We Forget by Pondlifer
Just over five years ago, on “t b

the 24th of February 1994,
Abbey Pond (Hulme), and
all its wildlife, was obliter-
ated in a deliberate act of
destruction by a Director
and Shareholder of Man-
chester Science Park. An so,
Manchester lost one of its
best city centre wildlife PRI S

sites. There was a plan to transfer Republic of Newtonia and camped
the pond, and all its wildlife to a on the Abbey Pond site in an effort
new pond in St. George’s Park (also to save it. Unfortunately, they were
in Hulme). This new “pond” was a unable to change the minds of the
complete failure and the only re- planning authorities or the Univer-
maining evidence is a muddy hole  sity.

In a corner of the park. , Abbey Pond was found to be
¢ Manchester Wildlife helped one of the best in Manchester; it
In the campaign to save the pond was swarming with Smooth Newts
and even went to the trouble of re- and the Broad-bodied Chaser drag-
porting Manchester City Council to onfly, which is quite rare in these
the Ombudsman, for maladministra- ~ parts, was observed on several oc-
tion, as they had not complied with  casions. Abbey Pond is gone; we
their own planning condition re- should not mourn, but we should
garding the pond transfer. We were not forget. When valuable habitats
not successful but, at least, we cre- are lost, in the name of “progress”, it
ated a few waves. Prior to the de- should make us all the more deter-
struction, many local Feople and mined to ensure that it should not
“green campaigners” formed the happen, in the future.




W—
by
Local lan

J 4 Brown

On Wednesday the 17th of March a meeting wae called, at Mancheetey
Town Hall, to diecues Local Agenda 21 (| A21). | had heard little on the
oubject eince 1997, when the Draft LAZ1 Gtrategy wae produced. This
Etrateqy wae Lo have gone out to public coheultation. Shortly after,
Manchester Gity Council pulled out: of the LAR1 procese. It (e believed that
the main reason for thie le that did not like what they eaw. There wap a
meeting In June 1997 when it wae agreed that a group called Partherehip
21 should be formed to continue the work of the LAZ1 Forum and take over
their remaining funde. Mothing hap ened until a meeting wae called, in
May 1998, when it wae declded that Voluntary Action Mancheeter ehould
become the facilitatore for Partnership 21, "Méthing happened untll the
above mentioned meeting on the 17th of March, which | .found out about
one week before it wae to take place, 7
The reason for thie meeting being called wae that John Freecott
(Secretary of State for the Environment, Traneport and the Reglone) had
directed counclle, who were lagging behind with their LAZ1 programmes, to
submit a Local Agenda 21 Strategy by the end of thie year. At the
meeting we were told what etepe the City Council intended to take to
comply with thie government directive. Briefly, a Forum would decide what
ehould be included In the Strategy. Thie forum would be made up of 12
people from various sectore of the community: two from the vbIFuntary
sector, two City Councillore, representatives from traneport, power gen-
eration and industry, someone from the Environment Agency, etc., to
make a balance of community intereste. From time to time, thie Forum
could then consult. the wider. community. (which would Include a nature
conservation group, euch ae oureelves). .. ot & 2
What would be in Manchester's Local Agenda 21 Strateqy 16 a little
difficult to eay. | fooliehly euggested that the Draft LAZ21 Strategy éhould
be used as a basie for public coneultation, -| was told that, while the
Council thought that the Strategy wae good ae a “vielonary” document, it
was not practical enough. Well, excuee me, but | thought that LAZ1 w'ag
a “Vielonary” thing and, if we aré to confine oureelves eolely to pracﬂcal
strategies, we would hardly make progreas from the eituation in which we
find oure‘cflvae today. Maybe It depende on your definition of the word
“practical” '
Through various Action Groups, a many volunteere ut ir
hard work to formulate the Draft LAI.?21 Straw)éy and | feel ghatnt:?: ;ea f;
work ehould not be wasted. But it seeme that this ie exactly what we are
being told. While there wae much good etuff in the Strategy, there were
some pointe which could have been improved. The Greening, Land-uee and
Open epace Action Group had suggested that the Nature Coneervation
pr W

-

. y £ 1]‘.”(‘11;/(;’!(‘“!/‘ be '“"V;'t!‘,fj ,“/ vhi
' ay and the Woodland © . :
."/l«rﬂlf'd,/|/“ the Draft Strateqy, thie was watered down to, “a .‘

(’{”m,/”’ L)f'fV"”’)” (,l,',nr:(,’_/ t;||ull|rl ‘Ir" ,l/‘uytl/*d "/ the (ounct) , 89
l’lmvm'n‘ {‘}N“H"H;“"’ C.oneervation Strateqy dld not already exigt, We aleo
Ir‘hul.l/ﬁ" t: u”! (’) en Space P'cquhcrncn!. here should be a minimum re
mmm/::t f:)r “nzl ural qr‘nnnnp,u,mz" in urban areae of: a) 2 hectares within
'/:Lﬂ?:;ﬁ‘nl,m of sl residente b) | NEe (L.ocal H,ﬂ ure Eeserves) at a mini
mum level of 1 hectare per 100 of Lflr‘.'pu[mhnmn, ]M,lfnuhnnir.r hae no
LNR@).~ ¢) One 50 hectare slte within 2 l’ll(:t’nrtt.w:’t, of ‘all reeidente. f4;
One 100 hectare site within 10 kilometree 'r/f all r'm;lfjif:rl} e, Thie'etandard
wae taken from UNEBCO's Man and the Plosphere Project. There wae no

mention of thie in the Draft Strategy. The point ni_;-u public coneultation
wae that (ndiyiduale, and groupe euch ae aureelves, could have made
commente eo that theee errare, and omiesions, could be corrected.
What-ie going to haﬂycn next? We can on}y walt anft oee. How
much eay the citizens of ancheeter will have, in.the LAZY process?
Again, we will have to wait and eee. One thing we do know io that, if
Manchester doee not eubmit a Local Agenda 21 Strategy, which 16 ac
ceptable to Central Government, by the end of thie year, then the Gov-
ernment. will impose one on the City of Manchester. | remember, at the
time of the meeting, eaying (quietly), “maybe that would not be a bad

thingl”

At the start I told you that this would be a short newsletter; I had envisaged
16 pages. With three pages left to fill a contributor, who shall be nameless,
over came writer’s block and sent in.a 34 page article. So, now | have a 20
page newsletter with 3% pages to go. I'm struggling a little. So here’s some
credited illustrations to plug a small gap! T

Garden Tiger Moth by lan Browﬁ Tawny Owl by Sue Barnes

Kingfisher by Lyn Wells

We have a good idea from Rob Allen. If you have a col-
lection of good books, especially reference books, why not
make a special provision, in your will, that they should go
to your local library or other suitable organisation. This
will ensure that, rather than their fate being uncertain,

" they will be read many times by many people, giving
pleasure for many years to come.



Butterflies Again by Piers

(There's no such things as Butterfiles)
If you look at the events list (Opposite
arranged a number of walks throughc
The walk down the River Ir
s.pringlz’l \\'lalk onl Kenworthy Fields is
Speckled Woods and possibly. Holly Bluc. In June voe Y 10 see
Flashes when we are sure t0 see Common llalll:n((\s\ (\\88\‘:(1) Wigan
mitting. Highfield Country Park is still S()ll(lct]l;ir l;(‘r'
an unknown quantity. It has been sun'cv(\qnf; (\)f
page 13 of Magpie no. 42) but we are h()i;i,(](;
that recent improvements will i,ﬁ?
crease the numbers, and variety, of
butterflies. Abney Hall Park usually
puts on a good display of butterflies
and there could be the added bonus
of orchids in the marsh. The ViSit to
Reddish Vale Butterfly Park is sure the
bring satisfactory results.
. These walks will provide an excellent
opportunity for you to imp

) rove your butterfly identification skills
or, if you are already an €xpert, just to enjoy the best of our urban

wildlifq The weather is bound to be better than last year; it
couldn’t be worse, surely. In 1998 we only received two survey
:el;’)ﬂ(‘)rts and the general opinion’is that it was a poor year for but-
erflies. ' ; " e

_Our survey continués. - To save on paper we are not
sending out survey forms, this year, but most of you will still have
the one issued last spring. 1 hope you will take advantage of any
fine summer days and search your local open space for butter-
flies. If you do not have a survey form, don’t worry, just writ¢

umbers) you see, on a piece of paper,

White

€ that we
ut the spring s
2 e ; nd s

K could bring a few g‘(;’l( d Summge,.

) You will se
have

' Uprises, 1
a 800d opportunigy, to Al

™\ -Anyone remember Kingswater Park? It was-the name
1\ 8lven to a proposed “business park” (offices)-in Den-
ton, near Debdale Park. It has been renamed, Water-
side Park (don’t ask me!) and very nearly had planning
~ / permission; until now. John Prescott has called in the
s ll_l)go osal for a public inquiry. Hurray! The area, on
which are found both Denton and Fairfield golf Courses,
has a number of ponds, with a good colony of Great Crested Newts, and
makes an excellent open b ‘ ‘

reak, between Manchester and Tameside:
Why do we need more offices? Man nd Tameside

r S y of the office developments, pro-
posed under the various Unitary Development Plans, have not-gone
ahead, and there are still plenty of empty offices. More on th;is. subject in

I

wildlife - Events and Meetings
I

cheste key Public
gt : o - Time 7.30pm at th&gﬁ Mol\%an}éhester.
april 1999, _ gocial Meeting = o /princess ’

- tact Ian Brown
Tuesda¥ o ciion of s Bus & Metro Station. Con

: : dens -

: piccadilly Gar wn the River
n'}(f)?’rro { Meeting and walkdo

0161-437 757" 4 hnual Genera

Saﬁm\r’ialie%-ﬂ;)etails elsewhere in Magp1e-
Ir

i i for 13th April.
%nig,dl:gnth e Meetltn &;%éﬂléﬁsCraft Centre - Time 11am to
u

e
Saturday 15t f-{(g el-tllafl)a (?ses Gate Country Park. Conta

TR Ly . - with Northenden
g T M ing Walk on Kenworthy Flelccllsn V]féghers Anthony
Sunda 16th -l\ﬁggt atg 11am outside Tesco, Nog;%hge{l S
Civic Soaﬁtﬁ'ob Allen. Contact Rob 0161-.44%f ‘Aliotment Open Day -
1y ko MERCi/Manchester wildlife Wilbraham Road),
sunca 2212)((1);1 at allotments on Bethnall Drive (off Wi

. 48
g;?llgwlflzelg South of St. Kentigen’s School. Contact Rob Allen 01614

8631. ing - Time 7.30pm at the One World
Z 1 Meetin ime
Egggg 1 ri2e7nths M(iggr?g?{ouse basegment), Central Street, Mount Street,
Manchester. Contact lan Brown 0161-437 7040.
e i tside Wigan
\4 - n Wigan Flashes - Meet at 1pm ou
\S/\?ztxllllgetle ggtio‘rll\.ralfl{(eoular ngains from Manchester Victoria and Salford
Crescent. Contact Ian%rowp 0161-437 7040 ik
Tuesday 8th - Social Meeting - Details as for 13th April.
Jul 1%99 X
Sﬁn’c’la 4th - Visit to Highfield Country Park - Meet at 12 noon on the
old railway bridge, Nelstrop Road North (south of Barlow Road/Longford
Road), Levenshulme. Contact lan Brown 0161-437 7040.
Tuesday 13th - Social Meetingl- Details as for 13th April. ;
a

Sundagg 18th - Visit to Abney Hall Park, Cheadle - Meet at 12 noon in

e lakeside car park. This is down Newlands Road which is to the east of
lgliaéllcljf%s;e;ol}aad, Just south of the railway bridge. Contact Ian Brown

August 1999

Sunday 1st - Visit to Reddish Val S
-Redd 1§‘% ale Butterfly Park - Meet at the

_ Vale Visitor Centre, at the bottom of Reddish Vale Road. Time 12
noon. Trains from Piccadilly to North i inni y
S cH3 TEI y to North Reddish or Brinnington. Contact Ian

Tuesday 10th - Social Meeting - ’ :
September 1996 eting - Details as for 13th April.

~

[uesday 14th - Social Meeting - Details as for 13th April.

TR R

ursday 30th - G i i
: ms Megg;;adoll\llggeg;t;eg - Time 7.30pm at the One World

Manchester. Contact lan Brown 0165_1%1;)',753‘?(1)1.&21 TS Mowsc St




- Useful Contacts

: ildlife in. Chris Gordon, 01522 544400
RSNC, Urban Wil Pm‘,mershlp NW Regional Office, Bernard Fleming, 01942 820342
Bl ﬂde]i_f e A 0 North Group, Trafford, Liz Blackman, 0161-962 744
Choahirk, B - o Wilmslow Group, Tony Browne, 0161-436 1761
Stockport & Tameside, Eric Stead, 0161-494 91
Saiats Bolton Wildlife Project, Mick Weston, 01204361847
Lancashire wildlife Trust - — - —

: amme Valle : i N
zloe::::vka?i:n Associatioz — — — -Mildred Burlinson, 0161-330 2721

- — — —Salford & Trafford, Val Sutton, 0161-872 7640 (day)
G s Sale & Altrincham, Shelagh Aston, 0161-860 6910
Bolton, Rick Parker, 01942 817302
Bury, Lawrence Kitchenson, 0161-796 6404

i hester Recorder, Judith Smith, 01942 719611
tish Trust for Ornithology- - _Greater Manc orde 712615
gl:d Rose Forest Team —. . — — —Jane Whitaker, 0161-872 1660

AL RS SR S — ~ —Bolton Group, Tony Johnson, 01204 468850
STRY LTS Manchester Group, Simeon Rydz, 0161-434 2720
s J Stockport Group, Tony O'Neil, 0161-223 8987

Advice on Birds in Distress . . _Irena Zalasiswicz, 0161-763 5146

R e - South Lancashire, Angela Graham, 0161-7997 4745
Cheshire, Mike Freeman, 01606 41581

Butterflies/Moths — — _ _ _ _ _ Barry Shaw, 0161-491 0753

Mammals/Insects — — — _'_ _ _Bolton Museum, Steve Garland, 01204 522711

Amphibians/Ponds - _ _ _ _ - -Dave Bentley, 0161-724 8602

Mersey Valley Wardens _ _ _ _ _ Sale, 0161905 1100. Chorlton, 0161-881 5639

Croal/Irwell Valley Wardens_ _ -Nicky Greek, 01204 571561
Stockport Countryside Service - -0161-477 5637
Trafford Council . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Ros Park, 0161-912 4174

Manchester Sustainability Group _ Adrian Pearce, 0161-234 4594

Manchester Recy.cling Officer — _pete Stevens, 0161-234 4629
Stockport Recycling Hotline_ _ _0161-474 4747
ManchesterFoE . _ _ .. _ _._._ 0161-834 8221.

s.et.working New§letter7 — — — —Michael Bane, 01457.871609
isions Commumty-l)es;gn — = =Judith Mottram, 0161-834 6309

- g ase inform us if any details are incorrect.
e - i o 2 o * ° p pa . s 2
tvﬁﬁwirivirw@vwwﬁirir#w W
ontained within “Magpie”, with an acknowledgemen!
The “Magpie” i
8P1e” is the newsletter of Manchester WildJife. The opinfons expressed within its pag

not necessarily those of M : ,
fr anchester Wildlif, ry e ; tnfrration io O
Magpie is correct, Anyone who unde s progere ort 1s made to ensure that the informti

does 5o at their owp risk, rtakes a project based on the information contained in the Mazp
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