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Editorial

An editor’s job is a piece of cake!
Well, it is if you take a fairly relaxed
a_ttlltude to the task. Most of the ar-
icles go into “Magpie” with very
little editing. In thegs% days of com-
glelter technology, ‘tjyped articles can
» scanngg mthar} some contribu-
IS provide their copy on floppy
disk. A spell check ang a quick rle)g?i
through, to be sure they make
sense, is all that is generally re-
quired. Easy stuff. However, there
1S one thing that will not get past
this editor. Have you noticed how
e phrase, “due to” is used when
the correct phrase should be “be-
cause of”? ~ This happens in the
Press, on the radio and on televi.
Slon, even on the BBC! [t may be the
only thing I remember from GCE
English Language but the correct
use of these two phrases is clearly
on my mind. It is best

11.54. We g logise for the
) delay.”
There may have been changez;i yto
- our weird and wonderfy] language
‘ sf(x)xﬁce Ileft school but this partmufgar
o y §ets On my nerves and will not

€ tolerated in these pages. So if
YORI could get this one thig g right
‘g en submitting articles, jt wil] save

me a little time. Any other mistake

in English
right over %ﬁ?ﬁwﬂl Fivabise

Please note that all chequ
: es for
mt;.jmbershlp subscril?t?gns etc.
N should be made payable to
anchester Wildlife” and sent to
he Hon. Treasurer, Jan Brown,

Editor’s Office 016 1

Send in
YOUR Sto

~437 704
5 0
L _\iV!‘ld[, you may ask
agpie” in sto his g

re for yoy this fime
. e, ]IS Y
Well, recycling seems 1o be 111’1‘:11;?

up a fair proportic :
this_issue.p WI; }{ztilv)él tg{}g}l]ijpace in
subject before but | hope tha:m i
new ground is being coverecsiome
probably don’t need to remind yq

that re-cycling, and reuse of mat’er‘u
als, is of great importance to naturle_
conservation, especially in respect
of habitat loss cause by landfi]]
sites. It seems a bit daft to throw
our waste into holes in the ground
when it could be put to good use

especially if we have to further de.
Stroy our natural habitats to make
stuff to replace the waste we have
wasted! [ hope you know what |
mean; I'm not sure that I do! There
will be more stuff as well (I hope) so

enjoy your read and we’ll be back in
e spring.
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by Gray Slick |&

Whilst trawling through the Sunday papers —
my attention was arrested vy an intriqumg article
about the eventual evacuation of St Kildan is-
landers when their traditional way of life could no
longer be supported by the decimated population

that was left. Tourists and the military were ap-

parently the only presence left an{i the latter were
thinking of pulling out completely allowing the island and

the surrounding seas to revert back to nature. ; A

That of course would have been the case had not the insatiable oil
companies, courtesy of course of HM Government exploration licences, 6pear—.
headed an invasion of this priceless World Heritage Site. When Green peace and
the Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society released the ree-ult?e of.thcﬂr et
tacean survey in the Atlantic Frontier they found the area swarming with sperm
whales, mirke, pilot, fin, sei, and even the almost extinct bluq whale and eever?\
species of dolphin and porpoise. The precarious grip on éuwlval of}thc planet‘;
largest ever mammal should in itself ensure that this otherwn@e wild and
unspolit area be respected for its intrinsic value and left undisturbed. -

As | angrily cast around for the usual suspects to vent my spleen on it
started to dawn on me that, as in so many other instances, isnt it a case of,
"well hang on how does this process actually get going in the first place?” The
fact is that everybody who expects instant access to oil products is driving
forward the world-wide despoilation wherever it occurs, from the invasion of
tribal lands in Nigeria or Equador to the drilling and mining of the deep ocean
bed. We all have it within our power to reduce our drain on the dwindling natural
resources that can only continue to be exploited due to our level of consumption
of the final product. Our present almost insatiable appetite for consumer
goods and transport fuel is probably the single biggest factor underpinning this
process. Those who claim to have the environment at the top of their agenda
are now to be counted in their millions. Imagine if that body of people eschewed
at least one car jourhey per week, shared or borrowed, rather than bought, at
least a proportion of the implements they currently use! If on the other hand
we continue to demand to travel as far and as often as we wish and buy what
we degire whenever we feel like it, then we have only ourselves to blame. The large
and ever growing numbers of people involved could make this achievable. The
devastating effect achieved by the anti-fur campaigh on that despicable in-
dustry, which has now shrunk to a shadow of its former self, demonstrates
what can be achieved when a deep cut in the supply line by a large enough body
is made.

As admirable and worth doing though they are, storming a corporate
citadel is unlikely in the long run to persuade, say for example Shell, to abandon
their present commercial strategy and take up basket weaving. The money men
who run these companies will always react to the dictates of the balance sheet.
If the enormous costs of extracting traneporting and processing the stuff

couldn’t be met by the end use sales, it just might make them turn to some-
thing else - it's certainly worth a try.




7] For Peat’s Sake

~ Further to my article in Magpie 41, conce
- port Council, in hanging basﬁ(P
may like to know that I've been hailrll%ing on in there purg
~I'had to give up my enquiries {0 Chester City Coyncj] a
: my letter from one department to another

you - Cheshire
uiries to the Henry Doubleday

0 back to Mr, B
nursery and ask ém about the pgsag;;hlﬂ{};
as a peat alternative, as wel] as asking for

§ research into other materia 8
response to my letter, and in
avvlopmenu. n¥he barl .ttty

AL €y straw experiments
had md success in that the acidity content

this material will have to be
Mr. Brayshay was aware of thisoor-
n materal oot

1t Council set up its trials
ariom e
15 not a particular
Its, but that shrubs are muc
as ﬂeat is
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r basis for shrubs,
S, Stockport
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ormation on composting, includi ek
| wastes, As the editor htain‘:!8 pohft:g lggt c&ma.

It is now composti s
a good idea to z nftgarden M

There is an alternative by Rob Allen 5

The peat to be avoided by environmentalists is sedge peat which is derived
from English heaths and moors, more than 75% of which h:lvg been
damaged or destroyed. At least preferable if simply nothing else will do is
sphagnum (or moss) peat which is still to be found in large quantities in
Iceland, Canada, Norway, Finland, Ireland and Russia. It has most of the
same qualities as sedge peat and is usually lighter and more absorbent.

It should be emphasised that all peat is used most commonly as a
mulch to suppress weeds and conserve moisture and as a soil conditioner.
In every case compost is by far superior and, in the case of the latter, peat
adds little in the way of humus, that is, the vital thin layer of organic living
matter rich in plant foods and micro-biological activity. _ :

Despite widespread and determined information campaigns it
comes as a nasty surprise that sales of peat are actually increasing. It has
been confirmed that peat sales have risen by possibly as much as a half
over the last five years.

A major step forward could be made if blanket licences to mine
peat similar to those granted decades ago for aggregate and mineral ex-
traction were called in by the government and reviewed, given the fact that
many sites are now designated as SSSI'S.

Even in garden centres there are now quite an array of alternatives
ranging from the self explanatory and exotic 'zoo poo’ to fibrous mediums
made from coconut husks (which would otherwise be waste products).
And it appears that, in the long term, shredded tree bark has got the best
long term future as complete replacement, especially as it can now be

obtained in a less coarse mixture that has already been composted for
some time.

Compost is Best by Ian Brown

And nothing will persuade me otherwise. I have been making compost for
many years now and the results have been most satisfactory. Used undi-
luted, as a potting compost, it really makes the plants grow. Unfortu-
nately, my compost bin is not large enough to create sufficient heat to kill
all the seeds which are introduced. so it is not ideal as a seed compost as
plants, other than those intended, will also sprout up. The main culprits
seem to be nettles and comfrey. This problem used to be overcome, in
larger gardens, by cooking the compost in special ovens which would kill
all unwanted seeds.

_ They say that you only get out what you put in. This certainly
applies to compost and the secret is variety. All organic household and
garden waste should be added to the heap. Some say that meat should be
avoided, as it could attract rats, but if you have a closed compost bin this

should not be a problem. I'm not talking about great sides of beef here but
small scraps of fat and gristle should d i
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1! potting or bedding plants without an())/ [fuh;tﬁo L can pe
3 This variety thing got me thinkin “i)ﬂddltions,
mpost mentioned by Janet Cuff. Some plam?* about the

so | phoned Mr. Brayshay to find out 8 did:ngy
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waste barley grain from the Guiness brewery isan Irish progyey allld :
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llSed f()r

being tried out. This is called “pod”
; > called “pod” composting. O i
polythene tubes and air is circulated thrgugh. %ouéﬁggiﬁgrlgstttfnr

: ]
trying very hard to find a substituteg'

Recycling
by Anthony P ‘
On Tuesda(y 22nd Septembe : helps :

1 r 1998 -
sentatxeve 0 _N_lanchester.Wildlife, I to’ol“:su;)l gl?g rc?f
iy bgg:glons as Director of EMERGE, the
e tlSommumty recycling company |
smtim‘vtm}g € same week, [ became 3 repré-
Pn ol a newly appointed Waste Minimisati

P at my place of work, iy

they use, and to ensure

exists can we turn
ground, thus helping z:; tl:,elhll!tlomem where we bury o Slfort:l:;)% _;lﬁe_cratntzlz
which can damage our eamf aondur water supplies, and producef melg'lane
'.i.ildhfe-‘ rich "holes", our propertj

Recently spotted on a vigi
L | centre in Poynton we o

‘ € garden

0 S L -

| g. bua;s:c‘}eThese are not only environmentally soung ‘

e Gﬂ Moy re% good buy as they should last a lifetime - ‘l
) mmended (and no I'm not on g retainer). Rob Allen
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It was quite by chance, during a lunch time walk down Barton Dock Road,
that we discovered our Shangri La. Opposite Barton Power Station was a
patch of scrubland and when we slithered down a bank it was an amazing
sight: blackberries, huge ones hanging in bunches like grapes; and that
was not an exaggeration. When we came back the following day, with
containers, we picked several pounds in a few minutes. My boss never
believed me when 1 showed him my haul and was convinced I had bought
them from a shop, but there were no shops in that area then.

There is now the Trafford Centre and an extended shopping area
nearby and the greenness has vanished. It was not just the blackberries
that were the attraction: quite a few plants and grasses were scattered
around and in the warmth of the autumn sunshine, insects and butterflies
hovered about and the willowherb seeds floated in the air. Half close your
eyes and you could imagine you were really in the countryside.

I pondered many times as to why the blackberries were so luscious
and came to the conclusion that they were well fertilised by rabbit drop-
pings, benefitted from the heat of the power station, and were kept free of
pests by the sulphurous atmosphere from Trafford Park and also that the
original seeds had been brought in by birds from the kitchen gardens of
Trafford Park Hall. This wildlife haven continued for many years and the
yield of blackberries was always good, so much so that we saw people
collecting the fruit in buckets on occasions!

Part of the land was taken over by a factory, so fearing the worst,
my son dug up a few of the bushes and they were planted in my garden.
They were staked, manured and pruned but the result was an odd dish or
two of blackberries and the quality was very inferior. So that delicious
fruit is now just a memory because tarmac spread from the factory to
make a car par and unless you had once been in that area beforehand you
would never understand what a treasure it had all been. I only hope the

rabbits and other creatures managed to escape in time and find another
home; and what

about the black- . S e } ‘ sl bex | |
berries?  Well, t Lol K A AT é,t"l‘!-\-‘. i i b ’
there are a few i - o Yl : prae
inferior bushes /| ' :

along the \f! \

nearby Bridge- '\‘l ‘ : '
water  Canal .\
and one of my \'({

bushes is still k
surviving. <)
How  much
more of our wild-

li_fe can we con-
tinue to lose?




Q s This is going to b :
Compost L to write witghout i:ygl;ﬁc:lt a

mc!e
i word. | know | won't get it Certain

OIIetS il : \ : ly to recycle our resources, but also to purchase |
T R ‘?\Saigtse}?)?galllgtg'e ”ﬁ?"g thgapsr:rlaas% ?égyg{gsdp?géfgtg to keeyp the circle rolling. Why not with our |2/ |
’ ) ", 1 ‘
both noun and verb. RIE Lwill e % e %fgggﬁi the process starts very early on in our education. | bet
_ | recently found a book called "The Humanure H your mum told you to "wash your hands after you'd been to the toilet"
Frontline Books.hop.m Manchester. It intrigued me, so | bouagd.book"* in That makes you think that it must be dangerous. (Am | saying that edu-
completely fascinating, and I'd recommend that You read itg ;:.", and it's cation is a bad thing?). Sl e
man in America who has been "disconnected from the - S aboyt g This man who wrote the book spends ages repeating the fact that,
where he lives, for the last 15 years. He recycles all h_SGWage System" yes, human "waste products” can and do contain pathogens, which can
products” by composting them, along with all hi IS family's wq be passed onto other humans, not only by touch, but also if we grow food
waste, producing fine compost and owing ol s 9arden and kitche in them. and then eat the food, and handie the soil in which these
' What n'gped %Os and growing all his food in jt L athoge'ns can survive (some of these pathogens can be dangerous,
book is also Vg pf g _f;lhout this guy is that he's an "evangelist" (the Fa)Ithough nearly all are treatable). However, by following a simple com-
every line is fU"ry °fumt‘f¥’ siasm. orsnidhly amusing cartoons as well), ang posting process, which gardeners have been using for hundreds, if not
A lot of le h enthusiasm, encouraging others to follow his example thousands of years, all these pathogens can be killed, and the resultant
b seerggggo't :SaYS. are “fecophobic” (including his own mother who compost is entirely safe. So concerned was this man about this safety
human "wast . edgreaj delight in shocking one day) - that is, afraid of aspect, that he took it upon himself to test his own "waste products”, and
authority thatetﬁro ucts” because they are constantly told, by people in his resultant compost at the local University, and all the results came back
diseases and tﬁse Wwaste products" are dangerous, and contain horrid negative. He periodically repeats these tests, especially when he's had
you. and the b° stet;)_thlngs which are just waiting to jump out and harm lots of visitors for courses, etc., and so far, there have been no problems,
for you". The te R ling Is to flush them away, and "let us deal with them and he doesn't expect any.
and follow simpl h IS contrary to this, provided you treat them with care One of the most persistent pathogens, and the one he uses as a
onl bago Simple ygiene that we have all been taught at one time Theg} test for whether a particular composting toilet system is effective and safe
weyallow {ne. ﬁew_age when they are mixed with all the other products is the Roundworm egg (Ascaris Lumbricoides). In the book are tables
Metale an d° o't[;r abit our sewers, where they get mixed with oils heavy showing the temperature and the length of time this should be maintained
Did youel:ngtwm{h'at " ' in order to kiI:1 all the varictms p_athogffen_s. tEtven in da norlr'ngl gat(dep gom(;
L we are one of the onl i i ost heap, the temperature is sufficient to render all "nasties” dea
ws%lleta'_'\eﬂsa%t? tproducls into our own drinking ‘)Last%?c?'e cs’o%r'lt E?,'ju‘ﬁinf,} fRoundwgrm eggs are killed at 55°C for 2 hours, 50°C for 20 hours, and
option), then ish and marine mammals who don't really have much 45°C for 200 hours). Even Domestos only kills 99% of household germs
W s Lt r?pend billions of pounds/dollars/etc, cleaning it out again, so - I've always wondered about the 1% that was left over!
extraordingpit e s;vat_erfor drinking again. When put like this, it does seem What is important, before you all go and disconnect yourse\ve"s
put animal ‘w); stgmd' very wasteful, and dangerous. We aliow farmers to from North West Water, and start to compost your own "waste products”,
spend more mon prgdupts onto fields, and are quite happy, and indeed is that you must have a mixture of materials for a compost heap to work
this to be a beﬁgfy uying organic products from them, as we perceive properly. You need a supply of carbon-rich materials - like the covering
industrially p rOduw'dr?or"g' Sustainable way of growing food than using material for your compost toilet (partially rotted sawdust is ideal , which
here is a new hous ed lisers. | was pleased o hear on the news that kills all smells, and stops infestations by fly maggots), and for covering the
"grey-water” fetn'evngg (fevelopment which incorporates a "new” system top of your compost heap (straw is ideal) - as well as the nitrogen-rich
processes, so that this wmmb:‘”k& washing machines, etc) with cleaning "waste products”. Also, you need layers of material to trap Oxygen in the
and water ver lwag di reused in the toilets, saving both money heap, like the straw, and most of the garden clippings, as the "thermo-
S0 much in carefully éleanin :ﬁtlﬂ‘bed that they felt it necessary to invest philic" bacteria (the workers that provide all this free labour for you) re-
us £ et agai rﬁ N‘: water. After all, they were only going to quire not only food, but Oxygen - a little like us really, and they will keep
at's so different aboug verzn ind, it is a start, | suppose. going, except in the coldest Winters, when the heap will freeze, but as
¥, nothing. They are bothour waste Products” to that of animals? soon as Spring comes, they thaw, and carry on from where they left off.
You must have heard of and r:b;ﬁou rce which came from the land - He's very keen to point out that most books on composting tell you to add
\'mayouem"-andsmu’ it Y even used the phrase "you are lime, turn the heaps, etc - he basically says another word | cannot get
the - So much of our Y, Putbackonmmeg:‘d;o o

published in the Magpie, and that this is all unnecessary. He adds to his
heap each day, and the bacteria are mostly working just under the top of
the heap - they move up to compost each layer as it is added, so turning




* Subtitled: "A Guide to Compos@ing
Technology and Maximum Hygienic
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and mixing the heap does not help, and can actually

JJ{ heap, and it must be remembered that it is the heat thgy o) (e
==\ the "nasties” and makes your compost safe. Maybe Kills g
other reason why | feel this man and | are on the same w o
doesn't even believe in wasting his own energy!
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To Tusk or not o Tusk Aﬁ\%ﬁgy

This morning, whilst listening to
the BBC World Service, I heard an
interesting discussion on how
modern day species are evolving,
or adapting, not to the natural
changes in climate, or a changing
environment, but as a direct result
of the actions of man.

Apparently, African Ele-
phants are changing, and more
and more are grow-
ing with smaller, or
no tusks. This is
because of the per-
secution of man,
and the fact that
elephants with-
out tusks are
more likely to be
passing their "tusk- ©
less” genes on to subsequent gen-
erations. The Indian Elephant has
suffered from the hands of man for
far longer, and is a less tusked
species than the African Elephant.

In the marine environ-

maturity. However, with greater
and more persistent catches
they've started to become sexuall5;
mature at an earlier age, and, of
course, a smaller size.

Even plant species are be-
ing affected. Mahogany is one of
the most prized of tropical timbers,

with loggers preferring to
&, target straight grow-
R ing specimens. This
\ leaves the indi-
viduals which are
less straight, and
X, have more side
branches to pro-
duce pollen, and
@) pass on  their
genes, and it is no-
ticeable that there are less
straight Mahogany trees
available to the loggers.

I, personally, feel quite
hopeful about this news. It means
that nature is able, at least in se-
lected species, to fight back against

ment, which is suffering from in- our relentless i

, u exploitation, and be-
m mm at the hands  come sometmn% which is less
o i factory ships, “palatable” to us - ie. smaller fish,
Wm s e 4 At one curved and branched trees and
‘time, befopr:m several years ivory-less elephants.  All this
growing reaching sexual within a few generations.

Kenworthy Fields ?‘?ﬂ‘

Tree planting o L 1L
lanting, something whfich ['ve been involved
seh ildlife ever since my first ever event, many
v 1? ;\4 ?)ni)};igslf{eéugh End Clough - all we used were people,
mogln; ar%d’ trees. Yet, despite this, the trees are doing fine, [ can
iel? ;ou - these being the ones which managed to survive the
ravages of the council's mowing regime! gh '
Since then, someone seems to have come up with a new
technique (don't know if this was learnt on a college course, or
what), which involves ploughing the land prior to planting. Vari-
ous reasons have been brought to my attention when I've asked
"Why?", but the most common one 1s that the ploughing severs the

J

roots of the competing grasses, to give the young trees a better
chance. b
On Kenworthy Fields, I have to admit
that the grass is quite rank and coarse, but
the trees which were planted were about a
foot and a half tall, enough of a height
advantage to ensure that they weren't
shaded out by the existing;/fgetahon.
My personal technique when
lanting is to cut a turf square, dig my
ﬁole, plant my tree in a corner, and then
place the turf square upside-down to -
cover the hole. I find that this, either on
its own, or in association with a lino/old
carpet cover, keeps the grass from getting
too great a hold before the tree establishes
itself. In any case, surely you're not going to singﬁl?/ plant a tree,
and forget about it? Are you? Manchester Wildlife periodically
revisits its planting sites to check the trees, and pull up any grass
from around them, which, in my opinion, is all that is necessary. |
know that the Council seem to like spraying around their trees
(pavements/graves/anything else that stands still long enough!)
with weed kiﬁer, but they seem to have this power thing - needing
to control every living tilming - usually by killing it! I know that
when they used this technique on Platt Fields several years ago, a
few of the trees were killed too.
. On Sunday 27th September 1998, when I visited the Work-
m% Woodlands Festival at Moses Gate Country Park, Bolton, I
collared Jem Brown, from the Red Rose Forest, and asked him to
explain and defend this new technique for tree planting, leaving
him in no doubt that I felt it was a waste of time, and didn't do the

When I think of tree




iob it was meant to do, ie kee
ack around the tree. P the grass from grow

He told me a few things of inter

::hhe land on which this new planting is takingesltéCe Y, Much o

hester is on former tip sites, like Matthews .4 Aaround M,
Fields, Nutsford Vale Park and others. He said tha?(f)' Kenworgy,
it)e(;(t);d anddthm soil structure, thgt ploughjng the Ianfc?icause of th{
o and monitored on these sites, in association WithWas bein
niversities to evaluate_lts effectiveness. This is wh th one of the
on Matthews Lane are in square blocks, heavily fegc de Plantingg
f So, it looks like we're going to have to suffer v

or several seasons to come, until, as I hope, they will Wit

out

that the old techniques are perfect
yiou to.be careful, &ough, ag vl\;ithlt :cceptable. I have to warn

¢ | grass seeming t :
new technique, gou may not notice the ridge and fgrrgx:/mt]gpt(})us

First]

this technique

raphy, and could well turn o
strong boots, and take it slgwoi;r, ankle over. My advice is to wear
by Anthony Phelps
Animal Testing e b SR
r

?;1)0 t{:: :bt:)tlllutnn/iwinter 1997 edition of the Magpie (number 41), I

Lk 3:: nlllal testing in relationship to Sainsburys. Yesterda’y

s testi(;l eag.on thg news that the Government were to stol;
5 g of ingredients for cosmetic products.

reaction " "
complacent about this "!Yual*;’ngG.reat , but I feel that we should not be

What is does i :
a mean is th
cogfnegran:ire‘; svalrllobﬁal:eag;d on a European or world level, ?ﬁar Itlttllel
S country, can simply (r;ns;ogped Bs g their products In
erations to another country. ay well do) move their testing op-

I
mal mﬁ?‘}ﬁ‘%ﬁs‘fe been using products which are truly "ani-
ingredients, nor are th now, the products neither contain animal
as a finished pmduquﬁas:leda‘;n animals eit"her as ingredients, nor
though I purchase mine from}; "s:f:"'l ailable "over the counter’, al-

€xtra cost, dependent on the size of e & anied (om0

So, please keep up th sadieh
to Ma E: ,“ml’eﬂn ban, ang tareg«’sptra;f:sure on your MP to push for at
msm}gtoo,th untries, ~: ;! , g .’g“ e e ‘

v————'

by Jean Bender 21D
)

| was pleasantly surpriced at the last pub meeting when lan showed me
the latest edition of Deeside Wildlife Trust’s newsletter, and found my
article republiahed therein. | |

My thanke to Fip Perry for her kind words about the article, and
hope all those Deeside pcople get involved in ?tOPPng thie insidious move
by unrepre@entative multi-national corporations to control the world’s
food supplies, and threaten the existence of many wild species of flora

and fauna.

Just a brief update on the genetiX snowballers. Monsanto have
isoued "SLAPP" orders against the five. A "SLAPP", or "Strategic Law-
suit Against Public Participation”, is designed to force protestors into

silence, by suing them for defamation, injury or conspiracy, not neces-
sarily to win the case, but to bring victims to the point where financially,

or emotionally,

they cannot continue their defence. The most famous

SLAPP of all, and the first in this country, was against the McLibel Two.

However, people don't like the thought of small groups of people
being bullied by giant corporations, and | hope it will backfire on Monsanto
as spectacularly as it did in the McLibel Case, with the snowballers being
the David (and the Helen?), and Monsarto being the Goliath.

The information in this update came from the September/October
1998 edition of "The Ecologist" magazine, which I'm pleased to say is back
on the bookshelves (I got mine from Unicorn Grocery in Cholton). This
edition has previously been pulped by the printers, afraid of being sued by
Monsanto. Luckily, the publishers have found another printer who wasn't
bothered, so we can all read their "Monsanto Special Edition".

Walkon by Rob and 1 were asked, by Lance Crooks, to
Keuworl:hy Anthony lead a walk for Northenden Civic Society.
s " vl | We decided on a date, Sunday 13th Septem-

" Fields  Phelps | ber 1998, and I decided on the location -
e R— Kenworthy Fields, as it is somewhere that |

know very well. After I'd returned from a holiday at Unity's, | managed to

find one weekend to work out the route, and see what was about.
Rob and I met up at Lance's home, and when Barbara and her

mothelr arrivt(izd, £t g
was pleasantly surprised, as
2 oodp y surp

number.

ound underfoot felt more
the way of "wildlife" to observe that day, but 1

. .

we set off to ‘ﬁo to the meeting point "outside" Tescos. I

ere were 9 of us in the party, which was a
The walk around the fields was excellent, although the
like porridge in places. There wasn't much in

managed to show them patches of Kenworthy T

we'd repeat the
After t
5 for the

rth
Fields that, despite them knowing the area, th
never ventured on before. We have been askg

'd

if

walk in the Sprin% which we will.
we decamped back at Lance’s §
cheeze on toast!).




re is a great debate raging over
']Egtexse builc%ing on brownfield sites.
These are sites which have previ-
ously been developed. Some might
think that this is preferable to
building in the Green Belt. The
main problem with the Green Belt

is that its boundaries have been g
drawn with little thought as to §&

what is there. In many places it
can be almost sterile, as far as
wildlife is concerned. Surely
there could be little objection
to building a few houses in
such places.

On the other hand,
some brownfield sites have
very high bio-diversity and
many have SSSI and SBI
status. Though in theory

these officially designated # i  »—-
sites should have protection from

development, [ wouldn’t bet on it.
What about the brownfield sites
with high bio-diversity but without
protection. Building on such sites
would certainly not be in the in-
terests of our native fauna and flora.

The time has come when
each, and every, development pro-
posal should be subject to a de-

| by Ian Broy,,
tailed environmental study ¢, mak
sure that important wildlife \111 =
are not lost. Also, as brown}‘i&&
sites can sometimes be the on]
locally available open space, siwy.
should be assessed for theijr im?
portance to the surrounding com.
munity, regardless of their bjo.
diversity.
It is said that, at any
\. one time, there are about ]
v million vacant residential
properties. These should
be repaired and renovated
before  building  more
houses on open spaces. This
would not suit the big house
, building companies, as
1 k/ there is more profit in new

~ build, but we cannot afford
b to lose any more of our
wildlife rich countryside. It is
about time we had a planning sys-
tem which took into account all the
above factors. When this happens,
wildlife organisations, such as our-
selvgs, will be able to concentrate
on improving conditions for wild-
life rather than spending most of
our time trying to stop things get-
ting worse.

Good news, for a change. A leisure
complex, at Handforth Dean has

en thrown out by Environment
Secretary, John Prescott. Local
Councillor, Patsy Calton, who has
been campaigning against the de-
ve‘lopgmnt for over 12 months
said, “It’s great news because the
Inspector has realised that local
shopping centres have been dam-
ageq, by out-of-town shopping cen-
tres.” Another overriding reason
for refusal was that the site was

badly served by public transport
and there would %e a heavy de-
pendency on the private car.
Though the site in question
may not be in Greater Manchester,
e decision means that a nearby
part of our countryside has been
saved from being covered in con-
crete. 1 mean, ﬁow many leisure
developments do we need. There
are two indoor tennis facilities
nearby, one in Cheadle Hulme and
gne }(rﬁ Heald tlE}éeen. 11Not to men-
1on those in the pipeline at Dump-
lingt and \ ‘uln‘:p

-— -—
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a.dlgltelr ‘CUI|||| L)
‘ .. Yes, it is true, the Government plan to
. Nt il “ AN slaughter 20,000 badgers to establish

whether culling is an effective way to pre-
vent the transmission of bovine tuberculosis
(TB). Badgers have been implicated as a
source of infection for cattle for almost 30
years. Nationally less than 0.5% of cattle
herds are infected with TB but this is rising
' rapidly - there were 515 new cases in 1997,
BZ and the figures for the first few months of
7' 1998 were around 45% higher. The rapid
=4~ se in the number of infected herds is
thought to be largely because of the series of
cool moist springs. If the weathefr pattern changes, the number of infected
is li ine just as fast.
heges ls”llgfzﬁ?hiizhirslz Jc‘iesaar link betweenVT\‘fEIB1 jln l;raéigerg atl;ldbcaégeer,srr;(;sé
i idence is at best inconclusive. ile TB in both ba '
Eclz‘llté:ltllléali)sl iv?géiglr]ead in Britain, mols]t c&ges_ in bOtfhPl\)ar(ijchll;i :;1(1;(}1T ic;?glr?ez;r: rig
- . Because of this the Ministry of Ag e Fis
g)lgds (()&%x{:v)e;tneid to start with a culling trial in selected sites in that par}'t1
of the country with the first areas selected being the North Devon/ (ll)orxgllsr
border, and in the North-west Gloucester/ Hereford and Worcester gorTe}:1 ’
The aim is to complete the first trial area by the end of January 1999. . thg
total cost of the trial will be more than £7 million a year. The _zlum O't'
trial is to provide a basis for selecting a TB pontrol strategy while waiting
for a cattle vaccine to be developed. The trial may last six to sevenhyeijrs.
Naturally this proposal has met with huge opposition. The ﬁl-
tional Trust and the Wildlife Trusts are both large landowners in the
South-west, and will not be allowing MAFF to kill badgers on any of their
land. In detailed submissions to the standing committee of the Bern
Convention, the National Federation of Badger Groups (NFBG) report that
the British Government has already killed more than 20,000 badgers over
the past twenty-three years without proving a link between badgers and
TB. The standing committee of the Bern Convention will be holding its
annual meeting on the 30th of November (1998) and it is expected to
confirm that, if Britain goes ahead with the cull, it will be in breach of a
number of the convention's articles. Ratified in 1979, the Convention 1s
Europe's longest-standing wildlife treaty and commits contracting gov-
ernments to protecting species listed in its third Appendix. Badgers are
included in this list because they are declining in Europe; the UK is a

e animal.
Strongh(l))lrd g&rirgg King, conservation officer of the NFBG, says that MAFF
is obsessed with killing badgers because it is politically expedient, not
because it is the most satisfactory solution. The Mammal Society and the
NFBG believe that MAFF should divert resources into an integrated ap-
proach to the problem. While pressing on with the development of an



ies on the route of disease transmission would identify improveq

farming practices that could lead to a rapid reduction in case.
TB in cantle. MAFF is currently spending only £1 million a year op SdOf
veloping a vaccine for cattle compared with the £7 million they are =
posing to spend per year on the trial cull. L
~ The badger is one of Britain's best-loved wild animals, and it

inevitable that members of the public will demonstrate against the Go :
emnment’s proposal, and take direct action against the killing. Whens";
much time and money is spent to protect badgers from badger diggers.

effective vaccine and an improved diagnostic test for cattie, spyq

from the effects of development and dangerous roads, it seems ludi
ﬁkoﬁpmmgipmpracﬁc_‘ea schgmeinwhkhbadgerswill heg:pu;ég
shot, to provide undeniable evidence that badgers do infect cattle,

m‘-mrqu?dﬁm‘mlam’thene&s]euero{thewde

Leaves - a Blow by Blow Account Anp;?;n 4
If's started already - don't know if you've noticed it. Silly, resource wal.;f-

gﬁ gardeners spending countless hours blowing leaves around their gar-

Therr rubbish bins are quickly filled with them,
; ) and these all end
wphldﬁll_?csesartpepeoplemnalsobefomdin garden?enfrnes
putman Mapmv bags ]f? mulches, composts or, heaven forbid, peat, to
tonwmmeT - If only they could follow the example of a lady I
Spoke 14 lm‘%ﬁ((:g{P’!a;_'l:ugl’lelds11115«'35(Didsbuxy,whowaszt:ctuaﬂy
mwlbctmg awfwso?lnsﬂcpfhagarden,topﬂeupunderherbush&s.
Y make ria eondmoner,a_sthewonnsloveﬂnem,andmny
e s you. They provide homes for hibernating hedge-
hogs. mhehdﬂs birds such as Blue Tits and Blackbirds - and
the creatures that live in the lﬂ:}nﬁ&e‘lfglhiglpmgwo@dewm o
So 5 it m -
do-,;mmmﬂwMabitmmcwﬁ-thm‘swhat
mmmmmmmlnn,whmmeu'eesarebareistheﬁmem
-y B s 10ve them around. If you start too soon, you're
I-ngl‘ ooy precious power, as a fresh cover will quickly settle

i
Py Mf;wmmymneighbmns will think, seeing
iap,awmmm leil;ﬁ’budm,whynotpmthemimoyourcompost
can use that next unsealed bin bags, and make your own leaf mould. You
S;mlgsmmne;toplalnupyour pots, and it'll all be free.

DON'T WASTE Tug EARTH'S RESOURC

T
CES"

TR we e e

Already REC i

read in the (enﬁrdnﬁlenmﬂy-fﬁendly) press, in fact we

: at we ke - olv. we have had contact with re-
ling; interestingly, o E
involved 10 f&?ﬁ on'gt’ recognise it as such, nor notice it happemng

ight be worthwhile exploring some 0ngoing activities

from the Recycling Perl nm‘:S:, don't forget, land has been recycled by

Chaiﬁ;fféﬁeg American chain. Subsequently natural erosion has started
§°fvear down these mountains (by wind, rain, . Ly
:ﬁat today surrounding areas are blesscled \g&h reqécled rolc )paarltllg ?gricul’
i i has been lengthy and cOmpi€Xx), z -
o i s pl'Omfssthese lowland areas. The time tequghlf'eq for
len that we don't see it happening in our Lifetimé,
etgi;?ﬁc:rsgsgsse(; sugltlh gs Surtsey (a new volcanic island off Iceland)

:°h has now been colonised by plant life.
g Then there is water. Have you ever wondered where our regular

supply of rainwater comes from? Well, it consists of wind-borne moisture
evgggration off the oceans, in Britain's case, usually from the Atlantic.
Then it is deposited (over both land and sea) as the temperature drops/air
pressure rises and the moisture condenses as rain. When it fails over land,
it drains as rivers - back into the sea. Even when man collects it in res-
ervoirs then uses it domestically and industrially, it returns to rivers as
sewage and thus re-enters the recycling process. Despite what North West
Water charge us, Mother Nature is recycling rain for free! ;

Now, let's consider what we do with water. First of all, we drink it
- and then return it to the environment as sewage. Recycling takes place.
Secondly, having drunk (and eaten, and cooked) using pots and pans, we
do the washing-up. Has it ever crossed your thoughts that almost every-
thing in your kitchen is re-used? In jungles, some indigenous peoples use
a large fresh leaf as a plate for each meal, and thus literally recycle plant
life when they di used leaves on the jungle floor. This is an impos-
sibility in Britain, where large leaves cannot survive our winter. Our
coniferous trees bear "needles” all year, and deciduous trees drop their
leaves for winter. Most flowers die back in the winter, to grow from bulbs
or seeds in the spring. So instead, we must re-use our cleaned implements
- even our storage containers such as lunch-boxes and tea-caddies.
Thirdly, to ourselves warm (or modest!) we wear clothes, but we
have to keep clean. So we wash them too, and thus re-use more
items. It may not be recycling in the narrow sense of the word, but it is
closely affiliated and relates to the further eco-friendly concepts of re-
ducing production, and packaging.

_ A 2. f Alnelns H : .
the idea of clothes, think of charity shops selling

Pursuing

second-hand clothes cheaply. Where do these clothes come from? From
people like us, who donate the clothes we no longer wish to wear, rather
than bin them. Re-use again.



lerof rez11en
1s are allowed to take booq(; ;])f re-use, p

= . — R MANCHESTER
. ) Libraries also operate on the princi BIRDS IN GREATE
e private, membe :

ublic

. ( > ¢ )r

rop vided thelll)ooks are returned for other member o ika

15 also a very small re-use element when libraries off e
1 er ar

fo_r sale_, rather .than bin them. Following this train of ?gggpﬁlld{ books

with children will have come across toy libraries. These substi%ut .

books. In both cases, consumption (and production ¥

many m((;mbers carll re-use the same item.
n a completely different tack, doorste delivery of milk j
re-use of glass milk bottles, and many fami]iez still u?:: thir;1 'ilérlvl}zglvcs
further eco-friendly benefit of this system is that delivery is made bA
electrical-battery-powered vehicles. And cat litter is now available pej
leted from recycled wood shavings. i
This has not been an exhaustive review of how our daily ljyes
already incorporate recycling and related concepts. I have merely trieq to
illustrate how much existing recycling goes unnoticed. These personal
Jottings are just a Devil's Advocate viewpoint to tap the shoulder of the
recycling lobby, offsetting the mountain of recycling anxiety with a few
grains of reassurance. We all know where Great Oaks come from!

d’
10 re-uge. 10"

This was held on the weekend of the 21st &
22nd of November 1998 at Martin Mere, a
Wildlife and Wetlands Trust reserve to which
| had only been once before, on a birding
group visit. However, on the 15th of Novem-
ber, | went on the train, and it's easy - £4 .95 return
and only about half an hour's walk from Burscough Bridge station
(last stop before Southport).

| decided to visit the Bird Fair on the Saturday, starting with
a bit of luck when | was offered a lift as I'd
just started my walk from the station.

Having been to the national Bird
Watching Fair at Rutland Water on a
couple of occasions, this event :
was small, in comparison, but A o, .
packed with visitors. There were Rz NS eps C
plenty of things to occupy people, = g :
and their purses - with stalls offering ' =
birding equipment, books, paintings and outdoor gear. There were
lectures on a wide variety of topics and of course the birds them-
selves, outdoors, where | spent a considerable amount of my time.
| even managed to find several species I'd failed to locate durin
the previous weekend, including a huge female Peregrine and the
elusive Smew. All in all, there’s something for everyone, and it's
not a great expense, so why not go there next year.

Anthony Phelps

—
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1997 - 22nd Greater Manchester
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D T h Smith - Greater Manches-
Editegi o e mber 1998, paperback
ter Bird Club, Sep(t)e S e
i Green Street,
_A. J. Smith, 12 Edge
I\'/-lli/slakerﬁeld, Wigan WN4 8SL

from:
Ashton-111

/ G i ds for the Best An-

., "British Birds" presents awar irds in their

r the magazmeos%r;nyone could Sl-lbm}t 5 repqrtt(e)i;g{ and value

nual Bird Reports Iksll)lgf these would be limited in their in -wide groups.

rden O local par. most submissions are from county this national

A e material, 50 ster Report was placed 11th mand ot
“and the 1996 Report was adjudged 7th besy

dition compare?
3, orv. So how does the lateste v
e mpreions coun,anda generous S0l 3 Lo Cover
Authorities has made inefishers front and
of Greater Manchester hs (by Gordon Yates) of King & kel
- exce]le:rtel;;ggiogla[é colow.?r photographs 19;1‘161 a;dbtltlll?c;flst%gn usual.
32$r%$r&e printing has mad;%l thi}i?;xcogdabl; tt; gccasional map and a
isually e of
gﬁe??ixﬁ?%lﬁv%ﬁéfv?ﬁcﬂiawym quality though the fine pen otk
RS (f)fo? g;grhbsltr%m(lg %otanical or butterfly) repqrt{rl i; ;Z SS%SK;
i Tlg(te p gg inventory of species seen during the ye:; “1,; of whether
e d when they occurred, their numbers and an atlllli sylsist e
mé;"i,%nﬁuivmg or in decline. The task of pr(ggﬁlélgc omputer database.
become less onercus in recent years ntributed in 1997) are en-

i by observers (over 290 co ol
&ice(c)lrg;;:l gl?égtet%e tyi'me comes to compile the report, can be extra

is i i hen everything had to be
necessary. In theory this is much easier than i:excess oF 17,500 records

-wri retyped, but consider this - 1Ir 0 amd
lvlvf;g frﬁgfe% (gnto e Greater Manchester bird database in 1997,

e thSeo‘:f:cs;:yc‘c))ittx!nty bird reports are little more than lists of data (e.g.

: litown Pond - 10th
4 Lake - 5th Jan.; 87 on Smalltov
S e e S e s s
-5 €tC.) . le. This is where
may be) mtohii) gstmol:gg;%emul Brewster) are to be %ongr:rt;}lz(t)eg:
ke el figures are still there but the inclusion qf observ e
The facts ;Itll()i o%gsional tongue-in-cheek remark provide fgme rt%l e
i a?ﬁculzﬂy liked the description of the Magple as an "oppo
lief. 1 i do they mean the bird or this magazine?). its "rivals” is in
o \(Ngere the Greater Manchestgr rl\?lpon E?r?ssv?;‘illfglllocate as mueh
’ mmon birds. Most editors W .
1&:&v:e£g:ig§£usri§1(t)§gcgf a Red-cheeked Lesser Whistle Warbler (which
Sp

Every yed



i /) had just escaped from a local pet shop) as

0 just U p) as they wi

n z}fgg?;egg; Sdecl;tmn_g,h gopulan’on of Houfé ‘gll; ;(rj their
\ , quite rightly, giv S t OWs. Oy

e R’Fgébreasted Mergamser.g e T o the Manarsd t(}?: :

Systematic List, of 202 species, takes ;

3 i ,0f 202 : S Up OV

and makes full use of data gathered from we1l-orgzfn(i)s‘eedr :‘cailef

R SEl
0t DES PN
v J

me and see the freak show - yet another un-

’ l;?clel gg(,;gpment for Manchester! Well, if we're going to
sustaind ve may as well go completely potty. What am | raving on
go potty. may ask? There have been reports in the press about

of the rep()n

S0 accurate comparisons can be m N i d ntific survey,
of the rep§§ei;‘2f§‘d‘;§e“°.“ years. The remﬁi{;g‘; abo‘f“‘r y:tu(,,) idea for a horse racing course, near Worsley, on
several short a =T a prilliant {* in the area of Botany Bay Woods. Race horse

rticl ~
of useful names and addresses and newse(sjfa list
: vari-

- 00 acres of land ; : .
ous "developments” which may well thre 2,0 rs and jockeys aré delighted saying it's a crying shame that

ester hasn't got a first class race course. They may not be

bird ulat T - aten |o .
bly cggfair?s ;I:)Sr'e—rt?p%e §§ U}f-al' this report pmﬁif g,"g"e",’,‘ough to remember that there was such a facility, on the
ypographical errors than usyg ks of the lrwell in Salford, but it closed down about 30 years

ed into a housing estate. If | remember rightly,
the reason it closed was because it was not economically viable.

This factor is unlikely to have changed, particularly as there are

many more leisure facilities placing demands on our already

strained purses. o _
Other leisure facilities aré promised for the development,

such as: shooting, boating (with a2 marina), wind surfing, fishing,
archery, orienteering, pony trekking and a golf course. | would
have though that most of these facilities were readily available in
our many country parks and river valleys. Housing will also be a2
part of the development. To placate the environmentally con-
cemned, a Country & Leisure Park is proposed which will include a
visitor centre & themed trail, a play & picnic area, wildflower
meadows, tree top trails and play sculpture (7).

We are not yet sure what the environmental implications
will be but there are sites of nature conservation interest in the
area. As there is no planning application, at present, we cannot
make a reasoned objection but it looks as though the main reason
against the proposed development will be on wildlife grounds.

You may be interested to know who is behind this idiotic
scheme. To those of us in the know there can be only one can-
didate. It's Peel Holdings, of course, the developers of the
shopping city at Dumplington. One gets the impression they will
not be happy until they own all the land in Greater Manchester and
have built something completely useless on it.

Keep your eyes open on this one. The more peopte who
object the better and if you hear anyihing, let us KIoW _ — —
Fortunately, it’s not all madness. In Magpie 41 we reported on a

roposed indoor ski slope in Wigan. 1he wonderful name for
ﬁ'\is development is Xanadu! The good news is that the appli-
cation has been called in foxbgublic inquig so maybe common
sense will Era%vail after all. Did you see the ski slope in Albert
Square? I had a quick look when I was in the City centre, just
before Christmas. 1t didn’t look very popular and 1 have never
seen anything quite sO tatty. Mind you, when we have to put up
with a giant Father Christmas on the roof of the Town Half what

can you expect!
e y . N

but these do little to d

 the _ etract from a publicat
ghlch in content is as good as its predegestgggg e
- appearance surpasses them. No serious stﬁdand
o ‘ : ornithology should be without a copy. ar
: — & Stephen Suttill

M
M 2
aybe the Law isn’t an Ass after all? Py Witha

I've j i “
Just received my copy of “SchNEWS” (a weekly “real” new?t?:)ld%?:

that i

ym;n s%l]);rl:\:x}gtusmagﬁ t(l) find out what's going on in the world)
o 0 C eiisi in the spring 1997 (number 39) anél the
ammerbom e e ) editions of the Magpie, you will have read all
R s tliewel'l, “it’'s over!”, and the last two defendants
RogRObmers e Animal Liberation Front magazine), and Paul
i i Thislel; Anarchist), have both had their “cénspiracv"
Chargtheir e they’dvl;c; Hampshire constabulary with serious eg on
e e ve 'ﬁ)referred a tofu creme pie? If you'%e a
nn!egpouhlrtanﬂyhl,“anﬁw il gfiﬁuf understand this reference!), but more
B e v inesumathe el ast approaching £10 million, all of which
SR (ot Dyt s i a half years they've been hounding Robin

e sn% prg(l)lls) l:nhlz:inal?) during “Operation Washington”.

- %3; e , beenda charged with “conspiring to incite
persons unspecified dates over a five year period to commit

1 - 2 -

i wcnmmalem i uggn;lgﬂe”. During the first trial, three editors of Green
Anarc ’ i raarsed :l}l’}egnd each [ﬁn{en a three year sentence.
gl ’0-“ theye e~ weraﬁeel - ser ungﬁom Py nXl)lnths’ eir c<1)nvictions were quashed,

ing was r we]&sedb ' o A duthese‘ect aﬁ%&i were actually guilty of
vkt themNabm‘ 5 iog}ment to SchNEWS was: “I'm delighted that
e e byuonal Unwhixe Journalists referred to as ‘an extreme vendetta
imtTo i yl iamourpcsbp ‘ﬂoshcce , has finally come to an end”.
e odithon : m_Y hNEWS regularly, send a first-class stamp
the UE :h] nc“ _égg'm] ’epod’ Boxdonmzmo, . (payable to “Justice?”) to: SChNEWS,

Rt T e righton, East Sussex BN2 2DX. It's also
au‘aﬂa “trn vt v WO@ C@l{é, and on the Internet: address:

completely Mad or wWhat?

Have They Gone
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Bury Wildlife Wetrpo,y,

anchester Wildlife is now a member of the By

jroup, in effect, replaces the B L Wildlife N

W3s d?s}:' nded some time ago. Theur\rfve’c\c\vclali!’[ S(em/\i{ o
L ge’ € and conservation organisations coveﬂ‘te
member Dave Bentley is our representative on thé

also be monitoring planning applications on the ;

VISOry Gh’)u Ork

mbership s rTF;mech

g the Bury -
Ne’cw()r?, ;,

d(f u
m\}. “\‘1 'VA:/

Manchester. When the Bg ildli orth si %
PR ry W side of Gre
note it will be reported in this nenglel&e:\[ etwork does some’ch(; ;)cq}t%?

March Hare

by Tim Lepidus

Manc|

Wildlife

Planning

L

esterill January it's

: / Bolton’s tur. Then
in February we'll have ~ [rr—+
a go at Rochdale. o

March; Bury

Well, jump to it!

_and then, If you've
btnme we'll do Oldham
in April. Got that?

| think

sure it is

There have been

the wild countrysi
side. x
cuted, and ﬁrtlgl, St In fact, a florist was prose-

Moss is a wild pl

: ant
any wild plant witho
Much of the moss s
nature reserves and is

It is possible t .
one tell? To !?ebuy clivironmentall

reports of moss being stolen from

alj:&sg such a misdemeanour.
s It Is an offence to uproot
e landowner’s permission
éofeiln' is taken from woodland
f; in the making of wreaths.
dly wreaths but how does

g%, Butterfiles in |28
Reddish Vale ..

You may have seen an article in the Metro
News about the “Three-acre safe haven for
insects” under the headline Butterflies
free. This was 0 tell us of the good news that a derelict industrial
Reddish vale had been transformed into a haven for butterflies.
r (and grass) seeds have been sown and shrubs & trees will
many species as possible. Paths will enable

the colourful insects at close range.
project ranger for Stockport Council’s urban and
countryside service, said: “There are around 20 species of butterfly which
have been sighted in Stockport and we want to encourage them to stick
around and others to come into town. There will be as many natural
ossible, within the park, including wet, dry and shady areas.

habitats as p [ ! ) j
introducing a wide vanety of plants into the park aimed at

We are 1ntro

bringing in specific types of butterfly. For example, the Brimstone needs
Alder Buckthorn and the Green-veined White needs Cuckoo Flower.
There’s nothing like this in Manchester (though fortunately there are still
some wild areas left - Ed.), although there used to be one in Alexander
park, Whalley Range. Apparently, people said it looked too messy be-
cause of all the natural grasses and wild flowers and it’s now been lawned

over.”

The park will be open in spring, this year, to coincide with But-
terflies in Your Garden Year, and Stockport Coungcil is producing a leaflet
to enable them to survey the butterflies in the borouigh. This will include
colour pictures of the 12 most common species to help with identification.

We were a little worried about the statement, in the Metro article,
that the area of the park had been landscaped with “tonnes of topsoil”, as
most wildflowers prefer a poor soil if they are to survive competition from
ranker vegetation. On inquiry, we were assured that the topsoil was not
of the usual rich variety but more in the way of adding different types of
“soil” such as sand and gravel. If you want to se€ the park it is near the
Reddish Vale visitor centre. We will try to arrange a trip during this

summer. Hopefully we will see you there.
(Much of this article was taken from the Man:

While we are on the subject of butterflies, a quick mention of our Butterfly
Survey. As I said in the previous Magpie, 1998 was not a good year. We
have had only one survey report, so far, and it was not from me. On the
few occasions 1 went out looking for butterflies, I was mostly unlucky.
Let’s hope that 1999 will be a better year. More in the spring Magpie when
we will be sending out survey forms so you can take part. Meanwhile, as
soon as this newsletter is done and dusted, I will be getting back to work
on the survey report which should be ready, sometime next century!

chester Metro News 29.5.98)
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. . Logo.
report this time, except har 'l o | .
€ Is going well, wit the Crq eriods of horrendous flooding; the first at
days; w h regu] ft o were tWo P
b YS; We are even open opy oo Ork- ing 1998 ther® = 1 duri October. 1 had personal experience of the
y appointment. We hay Weekdays D“,rtler and the sec?lﬂa onsiderable flood, outside Hereford and to see the
) ter to keep in contact witﬁ a newslet. zsbt as | had to fOfm Jetely covered by water was quite an experience. It
: be:rs. If you have any arti our men,. Lugg me dows i(t)le ?)ctober floods were the worse as the River Severn, at
) - will be of interest to 'w icles whjcp, is probable thfltd 51 feet above its normal level. All in all, 1998 was a
workers, they would bOOdland craft dley reach®
) come. Issue One is alreade el pretty e y(:zir'found most interesting was the number of “experts’ who
will follow when Y out; others e pefore the television cameras to give their opinions It
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frgleg mn? ote is that membership of the Bolton (?rf May. The main an?e{{’i\?e:g oAuthon‘ty) said that building had taken place in water
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wving rise to the possibility of flooding, downstream. :
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ililaa Millaa Bat Foospital by Ange|
a

In October I went to help at "Mill i
Atherton Tablelands region of Northern Q\?:egégi?l B?t- Hospita)" i,
tropical rainforest has been cleared for dairy farmin: ' A lt,s an areq whlhe
tf{lq tobacco weed has invaded Ehg cleared land an%i. thedbrge shrub cal‘le‘x.Q
tﬁ/mg foxes - Pteropus conspicillatus) feed on its flow > <8pecmc1§3
ey come into contact with paralysis ticks which they w o5 As a resyly
encolunter and have no defence against. These ticks injegtuldn t normaj
aralyses the host animal. The bats return to their cam Sa_ toxin, which
come p_aralysed, fall from the trees and quickly becomep fl 2 the Jungle
maggots if not rescued. The peak tick season coincidelsn oy ith fly
when adult female bats are carrying dependent babies R 0 firne
ity One glck is sufficient to kill an adult spectacled flying fi
. gm:gz ﬁd S\?ec} ga;gg)ociy;gggth of about 240mm, forearm %er?;{h Ttl}ese
ou : i ;
region of a metre. B hiespan somewhere in (t)ll’lel
We volunteers walked throu j
. t gh the jungle beneath
mcgfatggy vzgiﬁ%ggtftragxdec} bits. (The Austrglians kept q;};estli)c?rtxigzmrg -
{ "bat’. People kept saying "do you mea s
;nearrli Silaj(rimg fox?" They have a point, because ngw I've rnnetb ?rtu?trbdo T
: ilr’xlgap anyone ever considered they might be descended f; e
age ‘2115 msef(tlvorous bats.) il ccame
e took the paralysed bats back to the co
i rrugated
g;s ttiléﬁs bat:ftt)spltal, injected them with antitoxin an(% élldlle(in aerf;cillrgglt tha&
S ihe ;r that the bats received subcutaneous fluids twice aOZle
2 complicztioﬁre funabl‘e to swallow, antibiotics (to prevent pneumoniz
i oy indP s C{Jalic;ally paralysed lungs) and valium for the more
S one ividuals. Often they needed eye drops too because thei
g S raw::‘zcrie pg{lalysed and they couldn't blink. Fly eggs and ma 3
s poss%blz am‘ilmh permethrin-based insecticide and cleaned-off gs
it el the bats were kept cold (if you can call 18 degrees
e dg to minimise the effect of the toxin. The hos italg
bkl Anir or;gﬁi’& sg(;l;)pats were wrapped in a towel and lapid orYv ;Ii
EFeby. ies were hand reared for release into the wild
The babies are just like hum i
o L an babies. The
i ot el e e Ao v ey i
T mimy 1n-betw i
and cried if they were lonely to the point t);mt peopﬁaeg)gieglfél‘g (z;ebg?ipv[\)r;?l'sn

( /0

o ey 3"‘%

e

roblem for the bats be- 7/; //

n extra p _ 2o ;
This year there's bt?:s peen sprayed with hegncxge dcll’léj < /)
pe tob ge m with cleft palates an bot er e ——__'n s
cause o pies have beel M rarming area [ can't help but won 4
3 '{igsa As LS d el{f}éct for humans. (The autktxl_(l)ntlles wetrﬁ tl;}«ll‘;)i tu;
e Al i Alivrus while 1 was ere,
i * fefor b B y And the moral of

. i o
g}ﬁ;bee qeioﬁg;ido?he berbicide argument nOW- )
i vV s
tor;hst_ b naC lrz;ed?}l(s):‘ f‘iznished filming when I g0t there. The
o Finally: the B ing a 3 minute slot (which took 2 days to
" (] can't imagine what they mean... ticks

quine morbillivirus will sneak its way in there

onation to the hospital, which is run entirely

meh [ty S d
o B e hould contact me on 0161 797 4745.

Anyofie ibutions, S

on voluntary contr
ﬁandtestei‘ wildlife - Events and Meetings
Jaﬁuary 1% ig B r. Jumble Sale
y _ EMERGE/CND Benefit (Big Bazaar,
gﬁgrfuc%?;n) F%me 2p{n at Chorgl'(cjolr;f Cg&xg%lgk{usrg%zgg%r{ow Moor
tacts: EMERGE 0161-232 5 - >
%ﬁﬁ(ris'dg%on%%h _ General Meeting - Time 7.30Fm at the One ;Norl;i
Centre (Friends Meeting House basgrlnir%g]) ,7%i%tra Street, Mount Street,
ter. Contact lan Brow1l 0161- ! ;i
gﬂfgggye?’zﬁt -Walk around Choriton Water Park with the M\?rsey
Valley Wardens - Times 10am & 2pm at Chorlton Water park /{thor
Centre car park, Maitland Avenue, Chorlton—Cum-Hardg. SLﬁiS(e)r - Adam
Davidson. Contact Mersey Valley Wardens - Tel. 0161-90 :

February 1999 ;
Tuesday Sth - Soci ing - Ti 30pm at the Old Monkey Public
Sy rg;h D ety ngnuieZ/Pri)ncess Street, Manchester.

House, junction of _Portland

(éonvenient for Picca(c)hlly Gardens Bus
-437 7040.

Sfl(;lvc\llg 012%1h4-7v5alk around Chorlton Water Park/Kenwo;;ttllll{

Fields - Time 10am at Chorlton Water Park Visitor Cent:rep;lagl gﬁrkf) ﬁelps

end of Maitland Avenue, Chorlton-Cum-Hardy. Leader - . Co%tact e

Wear strong boots and be prepared for anything or nothing.

%,liown l:)}g%g—;ﬁ? 7040.

A Management -

3 i artyrs School - Nature Area

-Sr'-———{—“i’n‘;‘éa 27 trlllooﬁn-ftl:ig ls\ghoo 2 Manl%}i (1}103% _}c;fé:é)lexandra Road South)

Whalley Range. Contact Ian.Browgetails e iy

[uesday It - S-ogglzzrn;lleﬁge‘:ﬁé - Details as for the 28th Jafluary.

[hurs: ag 25th
April 1 99h . Social Meeting - Details as for 9th February.

Tuesday 13t el

~"“’"% xt Magpie : ;
Future vlent f&r;her_ dgﬁflﬂg r{le\:la aon Kenworthy Fields - with
‘—’—‘-‘%Eﬁal‘a’/’l _ Leaders Anthony Phelps and Rob Allen.

& Metro Station. Contact [an

Il

[

~ Northenden Civic Society



Useful contacts

pan Wildlife partnership-

aaves

RSNC, Ur
Ensnsh Name'l..."".‘..'.i'.'..‘.
Cheshire wildlife Trustoeseseseess

Lancashire wildlife Trust..ce..
Medlock & Tame Valley
Conservation Association. e

BTCV‘.‘..I.........QOCQl'..'l."".l"...l.l'

British Trust for Ornithology...ceee.
Red Rose Forest Team....cecesseceees

RSPB".......'....l'.'.....ll secseesepePtoned

Bat Groupso....'ic00.00QOQQOQQ'Q.OOQOQOOOOQ

Butterflies/MoOthS...ccccveereasrsaccsrene
Mammals/lnseCw..Q...l...l'I‘.'."l".
Amphibians/Ponds......cccecvececseecss

Mersey Valley WardenS.....ceeeeeeeees
Croal/Irwell Valley Wardens........
Stockport Countryside

Ranger Service.....ccccscssscercanee
Trafford Council.....cccceerrneesreeecnen
Manchester Sustainability Group...

Manchester Recycling Officer........
Stockport Recycling Hotline..........
Manchester FOE..........ccevenneersnnnene
Networking Newsletter............
Visions Community Design...........
Bolton Greenwood Group..............

Chris Gordon, 01522 544400

NW Regional Office. Bernard Fleming. 01942 8203 49
North Group, Trafford. Liz Blackman, 0161-962 6745
Wilmslow Group. Tony Browne., 0161-436 1761
Stockport and Tameside, Eric Stead, 0161-494 913
Bolton Wildlife Project. Mick Weston, 01204 361847

Mildred Burlinson, 0161-330 2721

Salford & Trafford, Val Sutton, 0161-872 7640 (day)

Sale & Altrincham. Shelagh Aston, 0161-860 6910
Bolton. Rick Parker, 01942 817302

Bury. Lawrence Kitchenson. 0161-796 6404

Greater Manchester Recorder, Judith Smith, 01942 712615
Jane Whitaker. 0161-872 1660

Bolton 'Group, Tony Johnson. 01204 468850
Manchester Group. Simeon Rydz, 0161-434 2720
Stockport Group, Tony O'Neil, 0161-223 8987
South Lancashire, Angela Graham, 0161-797 4745
Cheshire, Mike Freeman, 01606 41581

Barry Shaw, 0161-491 0753

Bolton Museum, Steve Garland, 01204 522311
Dave Bentley, 0161-724 8602

Sale. 0161-905 1100. Chorlton, 0161-881 5639
Nicky Greek. 01204 571561

0161-477 5637

Roz Park, 0161-912 4174
Adrian Pearce, 0161-234 4594
Pete Stevens, 0161-234 4629
0161-474 4747

0161-834 8221

Michael Bane, 01457 871609
Judith Mottram. 0161-834 6309

Ian Brown, 0161-437 7040 - Mike Fisher 01204 574457

MmL?slesm Wildhllife is a networking organisation. You are included on our Contacts
t, are we included on yours? Please in form us if any details are incorrect.
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