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B 7040 Dear Magpie
: Then | spent 3 fortn .\, . 1 e
E 99 a curse, L epent a fort ,
Deadlines can be 2 bit agtfitar. The Wexford, Eire, just to the 5?3]32}2 o I'm sorry I missed filling in your survey. I'm writing instead to e
o if one is an the Wicklow Mountai of I, 80Ty b e | it's great. I like how it's written
~ spring mﬂ R e ot e e ificent ang fe ocen- ’ frengs ahont ngplefu h; it's honest, human and humorous; and,
v P"m AGM and, ideally, ery is magnificent anqg the coun- dividual styles shine t oug ¢ RGPt Thid eans 105 ot
weeks before the / should be out tryside so quiet that one feels en. | most importantly for me, it's o serv?jn A an most magazines and, I
the winter Mag Fortunately, the vious of a country with only aboyt 4 | in touch with a fast chan%lgg worl alrel i
; : a“formﬂwgéumma‘ Magf;ie is  million inhal}z‘itar};tef especially a4 | would even say, our so-called political leaders.
deadline i nea alf of th ‘ : : i 'depressing' issues.
: flexible, so long as it comes M e o | I want to support vou in d to write about 'dep. ! >SUES
aifeone e duv P By, e i I e e e
! athcroog - . 5 . . Do - te ifving! we (] 4 > o
Wam going o be late % Anyway, if yoy 295% of scientists agreeg that the apparently moving seasons, the energetICf
Fdo have a good 1 2 = oon awayon holiday extreme and upside down weather and the more frequent Aprs Ranca s
ggtb time 1 | hopchyou f”jo_y cdg gt severe 'El Nifios' are symptoncgt}i)cu(i)l{fbbal id }ngr%%ﬁggv 1‘231‘2 tg de§
3 e ¥ ¢ mucn as | enjoyed mine, f habitat, toxic chemi -up, acid ram, 3
Ive been on my holi : At this stage it is i)c{g:ign of the ozone layer.....etc. etc. etc,, it cannot be overstated how
. dlf‘ﬁculot}_ t& say whalllt this serious the current situation is.
issue agpie will con- : -
tain. | am nqgryoualy biting Buii what I als%:lrlga.nt té)hgilaﬂenge rltsaat?taitn otg{) rrg;%t;?ttilvgo aghgtc (I)Irlllslgrtu lze mt]g
: g [ sleaicing Of;o{ aﬂg‘; ?\glyse.plggg cllo<l>k atfzﬁat de;;;%s?saign is. I think most who've experienced it
Al time in a S e bycp e would agree that it's a feeling of utter hopelessness. I see elephants in a
the world which is hoping that our lr i d 200 and | see depression. en we feel depressed we feel like the ele-
il oS gt the i Igt r?cietgcwn' phant in the zoo - tethered, caged and hopeless. But In our case the cage
hustle and of Man- We do have a couple o b o is an illusion. The disempowerment is mental not physical because we can
chester. Crossing the A9 which should give hope to t %9? always do something. Perhaps people react this way because they believe
k road, one hardly needs readers who occasionally get 2 they cannot challenge, they must accept, they have no power. or that there
o bother looking to see if traffic is  pressed at the eg;ate Zf %l#; x}g“ 2 is no alternative - and yes that's depressing.
mm%m s 2 tr : ?;gpgﬁtion with fabulous prizes. I believe we can react to the damage being done bg/ being outraged, angry,
- Eﬂ’ B’; RS N e ‘ Y incensed and determined to act in the myriad of ways open to us in our
% =y ‘democracy'. Yes, a lot of people have to make a noise simultaneously in
order to be heard. So in this new age of assertiveness let's all shout and see
what happens. There's never no hope - even the word hopeless has ho
in it. We are never totally disempowered. So keep writing the 'depressing’
articles, and lets shout, challen e, live and help the planet live too!
g p the p

Just one small comtglaipt - even if you don't have the type to do it, could
you manually put the little squiggle (tilde) over the 'n'in Nifio?

Yours - An offended, but not depressed, Spanish speaking reader.
uline Hocking
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Dear Magpie,

I used to be so envious of our previous Chajrperec.o .
ability to find and identify rare species of bird or play jrers (Unity ey,
Manchester. Do you remember her finding an almos; extint € Midqle o
poisonous plant on the bulldozed remains of a furn; = stOCt’ eXtre
the corner of Great Western Street in Rusholme? (Henbanerage firm &
thought the seed may have been in the ground since the tur , fd.) She
tury. | almost, but not quite, believed she had made up her s g the cep
not any longer. Since I acquired a dog, I've gone for oecagiotmgs_ Byt

morning walks in Birchfields Park. (farly central Manchesqey o1l €l
such trip, in late March, revealed three Jays, a pair of Long-tailed Tirs -
Heron and a pair of Great-spotted Woodpeckers complete with nelstéilg
hole!

A few weeks before, cycling through Victoria Park at dusk, [ hearq
a loud "Twit-Twoo”, so loud, I thought someone was playing a joké on mre
But no - an extremely large and not at all camouflaged owl was sitting op
a branch over my head - ignoring the world below it just as much ¢ the
students on foot, and cars racing through, were ignoring it.

I've got an above average size garden for Longsight - 25 yards long,
and it's planted mainly with fruit trees, rambling roses and flowers for
wildlife. I made ponds in the front and back gardens, but the local children
destroyed the pond in the front garden looking for frogs, so I had to fill that
one in. Frogs abound in Longsight and my garden is no exception. The
whole area has streams running underground through it, and one local
row of houses is reputed to have a stream underneath the floorboards! N{y
friend’s pond, in a back-terrace garden, acquired large &osﬁnsgeﬁﬁgz
from nowhere. 1 der ey :
2rOO | nthai

J

7 ' 3 i dified Organisms
I don't know if you've heard much about Genetically Mod : '
or GMOs, as the);r are becoming commonly known, but it is something that
concerns me deeply. Sim%lly, it involves scientists isolating certain genes

om a source organism, which they believe controls certain characteristics
lfirke pesticide res%stance, and inserting them into another, target organism.
This sounds like simple cross-pollination, I know, except that the orgin-
isms involved are often completely unrelated. For example, they stuck a
gene from a flat-fish into a tomato. This, in itself, has enormous impli-
cations for vegetarians and others who wish to know what they are eating.
Also, there is no knowing what this cross-species gene tampering will d|o.
Ilike to think that if it was a good idea, nature would have tried it first!
Iam firmly of the opinion that GMOs are being produced and forced
onto a mostly unsuspecting public, who are being treated as guinea %1gs in
what could become a monstrous global experiment affecting the health
and well-being of everyone on the planet. _
Why is this happening, you may ask yourself - surely if Govern-
ments and multi-national companies are doing this, it must be "for our own
ood". This is what companies like Monsanto would like you to believe.
owever, just ask the question: "Who are Monsanto?", and you'll soon
discover that they are a chemical company. _
What they are doing is modifying the genetic structure of food
crops to enable them to:

1= Patent that crop so that everyone who wants to grow it has to pay
them. :
2 Possibly add a gene to that crop so that the seed produced is un-

viable, therefore forcing farmers to pay each year for their seed. Once a
crop has been patented, it is theoreticall illegal for anyone growing it to
save and grow any seed produced, as it "belongs" to Monsanto (or one of
the many other companies involved in this sinister activity).

. Because the crop has been modified to be resistant to one of the
chemical company’s own pesticides/herbicides the farmer not only has to

is not for our own good, not to produce more food - after
than enough food at the moment stock. iled, which we
T - but for simple greed, and also because ey like to "play
80, "... if crops are guaranteed resistant to herbicides and insects,
: gleg}}é urssdng.rll{sgﬁcuve ylv'eedlggfrs on t{lleir crops more widel
ore, ucing tne sterility of the greenhouse in ope “
en‘dpemqnstrated that ins?ét pests Er o ik

e
10 genetically modified crops bred for insect resistance, making

hiless after a relatively short time"(1),
nology is inherently unsafe. Not because there's any evi-
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dence that it is but simply there ;
r i mm ‘P} ““53191‘&

Teleased mtosis}ig};

would 1 Y One 16 ot fe and food in the same way”(3) . This action has come
ko s = With trials ing p € Comp. W2y fodiiication o CLOgs SRA foqdta (he same Way (°) - tect our health, and
ically modified plants interbreed with the Wiald/mp e ‘i)fm[game.s about because the democratic process has ce::eeangqv% llowing the testing
i zone around each - Cr € ge. the health and sustainability of the environment by allowing the ng
e OﬂGMO Rap. French re afther()p}f thev°’f§$v ed “e%{i‘lr‘e of these crops. Therefore, it is entirely reasonable for 92"
e . hasiam o ith Wave She bty Sirticad 16 tke TEiS able non-violent action to affect change witt in
and & : fogeherb d erb With Wilg ~h0‘_'\71 nary citizens to take reasonable I i e ettt the seaedX
into wild ucing genes ICide angd antﬂ)xon'c reSiRﬁdlsh that democratic pAodce». 4\\.._6,]:‘ J.}‘Sdc{\"ifl.bceﬂie P o e e
s < 'ball will hav its job, an ase. n Jetl ACT, UNR
However, once “released and snowball will have done its j 1 e e B O beaesi:
sites acToss ir i R there are OVer three hun DePur)' Minister of Agricul re, .co.rr_;menéng_ or_q;itliggg’ikﬂlg ‘the g
' s thar ESANN0S kate.. There are reports in dre_nd Such cally modified crops and food said: "The Government is n g
: g i t'. If not them, then it's down to us all. ) ;
moved : al seat”. If not them, th ARG PR
i 1INto wifg Plan English Nature have come out against it, wanting a m th_ e gn
ahai’teogec: Danies ﬁndt further releases, so that research can be aone.danba syst_emé); eée;cslga‘r:_i?d
“€N accuseq of {\-éi'ked out. They are obviously concerned about the dang SR L
edz;ﬁeglelr §f populations of both fauna _amé ﬂora.d P\r;:gce :Cha\rxz_g’skgc';.s iégeé?rpg;_ rllcc‘éiln‘c‘l
limi outspoken against GMO foods, and Malcolm Wal er, Chg Vi
- t escape iy : 3 far as t 1 GMOs “Frankenstein's Food", and pledge
i of Foods has gone so far as to call GMOs "Franken 's Food", and pledge
officials aboyt tria]gpneg that no GMO products will be used in any of Iceland s own-brand prqdi‘c.sé
' i { ch farmers have acted in a "sane” way, and several o
Outside esig- Also, for once, Freng have ac 2 "san o st of
tal plots had to be ¢ them have gone so far as to be jailed for destroying GMO Soya eansin a
insect communities 5o French port - one of them said "Twish I'd had time to destroy more of them”.
ive amounts of su_s_éir 7 Some food companies already using GMO ingredients in their
Dew crops. ’Thle)eOilmseedes products are starting to follow a voluntary agreement to label proc_esse_d
It resistant to the icide glufosina foods which contain GMOs - Unilever was one of the first. However, almost
can be SPI'EJEd with the herbit:idte any product which contains Soya Flour (excepting organic products ‘:3 may
Once i corgf well contain GMO Soya (this being Monsanto's first crop which is being
S means that birds ang grown in the USA). ] s & .
for food are 3] ari 3 This is a campaign which can and must be won. The other morning,
icle is the wg?-d% S whilst deciding whether to get up or not, and listening to GMTV's "News
from herbi g_d... Hour", I saw my colleague i\iel siting on the sofa, next to a Monsanto
will esgpg' -clone”. She was magnificent, and the interview was very calm and very

informative, and [ got the impression that the interviewers were definitely
not on the side of Monsanto. : .
Today %6&1 July), I heard a news item stating that Monsanto have
i bought a British plant breeding com y, "PBI’, which breeds strains of
B OF re- wheat (in the wraditional way), which are mainly sold in France at the
: 35 LIs possible moment. When questioned about the choice that farmers had over whom
adac : g re ‘ ' 2o to buy seed from, the Monsanto representative stated that even after this
Decies™ 1y oL : take-over, they only control 10% of the seed producing selling, and that
ers still have a choice. However, if they keep releasing GMOs, and wild
crops and non-GMO crops are infected, then there will be no choice at all.
If you are interested in learning more about "genetiX snowball®, or
wish to get grémr ITee action pack (however, donations of stamps/money
vill always be welcome), containing all you need to know to take part, the
SS and other contact details are in the reference section at the end.
St action took place on the 4th July, and following that, regular
I take place on the 1st and 3rd weekends of every month.
2he genetiX snowball action on the 4th July 1998 saw the five
Whallers™ (including three from Manchester) safely and openly
10 plants from Model Farm, Watlington, Oxjyordshire re-
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the "heavy" police presence (two dozen offi
) s b e S o
‘ ues a em as "hj
mmﬁe wogémere al}rgested, but later released withoulto lgl"iz‘drdous
Monsanto, the owners, obviously wanted to keep a low profile. Howeyer
they have successfully obtained injunctions on the women, ’
So, don't be ag-aid of arrest, as it seems the worsarou'll receive jg to
be told to stay away from GMO crops. I only wish we could collectively get
an injunction against Monsanto stopping them from trying to control ys aJ)
vance notice: There is to be a "Harvest Festival" genetiX snowbal]
&3 the lgth and 20th September 1998, in Cambr?_dge. Contact ge;‘c’e%n)g
snowball(3), or call 0780 1055657 for further details,

References

1)  From "British Wildlife" - Volume 9, Number 4 (April 1998), page
1 "Conservation News".

Q From "British Wildlife" - Volume 9, Number 5 (June 1998), page
6 "Conservation News'.

) _ From the "genetiX snowball" leaflet. This is available from geneti
@ ] g

, One World Centre, 6 Mount Street, Manchester M2 5N (tele-
phone: 0161-834 0295; fax: 0161-834 8187).

March Hare

by Tim Lepidus

4 ~ ence of managing an orchard, and asked the Council if

Birchfields Park g9y Projects Invariably g} ,;\nthun'y
Orchard Lead to Gore Brook Phelps

Al e sl | en consulted on and
For those who believe in coincidence or & n'ChrokT"ek‘}té;zvgrboeok hao appeared: (1)
involved in a number of projects recently in which G g he LAND scheme
g\é?‘ton Heritage Trail, which is based ohn 1;?6 g;;g‘; dolfr iﬁgyb'r(ozo)kin?c e
([%%%ggi@h: AS)Cgi@DYla??;Z‘OCno)ﬁx}r;r;aarf' (04) uteford Vale Park, and most recently
i b ' hrough.

) Bircfgteléfd;%r%imhhcf?;dio;’grir %%krcaaéec?vgléi)wael;ter ogn Maonday 6,1:h' July 1996
about thsagropossd community orchard in this park in Kuahﬁlrje,’ m\l/ltll?i%kl[le rTéO
attend a consultation event the following Saturday, the 11th July. | quickly
sponded on Manchester Wildlife’s behalf, offering our support. N e
On the Saturday, | attended the event in a marquee :ﬂn ti! p A
found a whole variety of ways for ﬁcople to give their views on what 6521 w =
for the orchard area. It seemed that most people favourcd' a forest gart en, »% o
votes cast in descending order for wildlife, beauty, education, commhumdy ac i
ties, food production and recreation. As there is an apﬁie orchar hgcra o
Wilmslow Road in Platt Fields Park, it will be interesting to have something di
in Birchfi Park. ;

L T mngghPﬁtlJ?ﬂ:dai, the 6th August, | attended the follow-g mectmlg oj
"Birchfields Green Action Group", who were formed from local residents to lea
the project. As Marnchester Wildlife had recently been offered a little space on
MERCI's allotment, | offered our help in providing a home for some tree seedlings,

should the need arise - although the group have already been given a local allot-

for this use. : :
¥ orA“ in all, it's good to keep being involved in projects which are community

generated, and not simply responses to threats from development. o

Whilst at the consultation event, | met Phil, who showed me a “wild" area
of the park for which he has definite plans. There are several dead/dying trees
which are in need of pollarding fairly high up, s0 that they are still of use to the
resident woodpeckers. Hopefully, Phil and ['will be able to get this work dore this
Autumn/Winter. Other things to do include coppicing Sycamores, and increasing
the biodiversity of the area by planting other species, such as Hazel.

Things may not go the way we plan, as the Council think there's a need to
drive a 3 metre wide hard path through this wild area. Phil and | can see the need
for a path of no more than 1 metre wide, which will give perfectly adequate
whcaicﬁair access. Also, there is no need to put a hard surface along the whole
length of the existin path, only where there is a problem with drainage.

Alo, | found out that the Action Group wanted some practical experi-

they would mind them doing

Meé grass pulling from around the trees in Platt Fields orchard. However, the
Cll, With the wisdom | have come to expect of the

m, and with the persistence
ritorial tom-cat, went and gprayed the grass around the trees two davs

Y
group had planned to go and do this work for free. What is it with our
eed killer? They seem to be addicted to the stuffl | only wish there
We could spray on the Council to stop them doing thisll

e Birchfields Park area, and want to join the Birchflelds Park Action
128 Lolygon, Rusholme, Manchester M4 5HX
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«preedom’s just another wopg

for nothing left to lose» Sec ur i ty Gum' d by Rob Allen

few of you wl;xg Ia’lll1 Bl'own
. W : w oLy Wil not
% g‘f&‘i b"f,‘{,ltbtﬁevier{ease’ by ‘animal rights a(c)ti\?izrse. I'm hard, I'm hard,
g/ 2960 Mink from a}‘if‘ngsfsof‘l:’s ig‘le},‘,la?c‘f;;‘;eéngl}‘ the | wanna be a security guard.
- > v as) ) Stu- -
o memhasmdﬁceng it was at least one of those or, moye | love to see an electric fence,
~ news, > d 1 am inclined to ag etrators of this mad act claim that they wer, 3
pid” aﬂmmt%eghe perp m. Whether or not bfur fﬁlrmu;g isl cruel is 5 To me it makes perfect sense.
L W ! ﬁeedo_ e think it is but the animals invo] ;
L i iﬁ@m,ﬁﬁcture;!%mﬁé“ﬁdvéopmbably been well fed and lopkey My peaked cap and uniform
 have only w&t‘&‘g the wild co;ﬂd alscz1 blg :Irllyacc; lﬁg C(g;e}g A8 theg Make me feel that | belong
afror. TO T€ > ves an olonge
e e difficuly fending for themse g > : To a body, a respectable band,
Senths. s, - : ildlife which will suffer from predation . 2 :
&Tem max;ﬁelgiﬁ;‘;i‘?,féﬁous predators and, presuming these Keeping those hippies off private land.
he released R instead of being hand fed, they could
%ﬁgettheha”g“ﬁtf&nﬁiﬁ%ﬁ;ﬂampshke and possibly farther But the other day a grubby hand
;m%’ﬁzteat?&lﬁ;m which will suffer is the_t\;,Vatz; Zrct)l?r ;vlgliggcgvz Offered me a sarney and a cheery song.
; rarity. 1ta «
s e o of its this charming, and harm. We talked through the night

peril must be

And as the sun rose,
I drifted into a thoughtful repose.
The penny had dropped, | knew my Fate,
As | tore down the wire by the main gate.
Now | scoff tofu round the old camp fire,
My previous life seems dull and dire.

like to recommend the newsagent on the corner of
ingham Road, opposite Withington Library, as they

k orange juice, from Waterford Dairies, in re-

- (milk) bottles. As these are probably delivered
vehicle, this has got to be the most environ-
d bottled drink in south Manchester.

)
1

B
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ter Manchester, Own
meet to t‘;gksgo If you do, you can hardly make yourself
thesed gbbve the constant roar of traffic on main &
hean"i A lot of older people must now find travelling
roaf:[,t where roads need to be crossed, almost im- ;
gsl;ble because of improved (?) standing start
ion of molc)i(:!m cars - being a pqdeSt}ian, in the city, is now g
e us, especially when taking into consideration the .
prove danger% to health of breathing in the.fumes produced by the
g internal combustion engine. E
> myth of the great “car
sted by the previous
SR
A cred-

My previous article on "The
Gandalf Six, and the Freedom
of Speech" (Magpie edition 39,
Spring 1997) has, luckily for us
aﬁ, had some surprising but
welcome developments.
Aathony went to hear
Paul Rogers (editor of Green
Anatchist magazine) on the 8th
April 1998 in the Friends
: ?;F House, and was
azed at the reports of the
(or trial) at Portsmouth
. Court. If Paul had
L these down, they would
omatically been as-
be fiction! Stories of
returning
do with the Lord
remembering the
ants, or the
hey were
Judge

Anyway, their convic-
tions have now been quashed in
the High Court, with the
judges strongly criticising the
original judge for misdirecting
the jury, and giving excessive
sentences (3 years apiece). Paul
Rogers, who is stil{ up on the
same ridiculous charges, cele-
brated this High Court decision
as "a hammer blow" for the
authorities.

What is really spooky is
that, despite us all being tax
payers, and thus "responsible"
for funding the £4 million so far
spent on this "witch-hunt",
nothing seems to have been
reported in the press. The
pressure put on the editors of
our "free" press by such unrep-
resentative bodies as MIS and
Special Branch to keep the lid
on this story seems to ge work-
ing. Luckily, however, the "al-
ternative press', of which the
Magpie is proud to be a part, is
not afraid to tell it how it is.

Since the collapse of the
Iron Curtain, the fall of the
Berlin Wall, and the ending of
the Cold War, we have spooks
and spies wandering around
twiddling their thumbs won-
dering who to target next.
They thought the Green Move-
ment was a "soft target" - well,
we're not!

Any other industry who
suddenly finds their order
books empty is down-sized, or

~ shut down. What about MI5?

- Page 13



by Ian house, toputit ourside, .
be placated so | Suggeste(f l;;/r;u)dn.,'

by Peirs

Border Countg.

own ng
5 %é&m“uﬁ“{f,’ for advice, pﬂ(h"”i White 125 considerably increased an
one had been ixftffﬁ'c‘i]‘““ .’"‘t‘ it made an appearance in Man-
I now know  but they confirmed th:fy’”‘ Spiders chester about 20 years ago
— been geémgh"g g abo,(‘% right. MY advice : Shortly after, the Speckied Wood
ife in distress; € most bizarre Y. . wet, was seen in this area. It had
many calls about wildlife in distress;  was about the butte call of 4 Or has it7 Not ‘ov;‘ighaogfc’:aiovai 2

somehow, my telephone number is been increasing its range sinc
i n

ordination. It soundzﬂdvtmlh no ¢o.

mer, :
in the Thompson directory. 1 am was a new O me thay j; plustery SUTT considered nor-  the 19303 and can now ve Tou
suspect that it is not the would'rego}t):elr]?tci}x}gg umcelmlf o gur;nyTiagyg’c‘cﬂfriance of fine, hot  almost any where there i6 a tree.
of the people. ﬂﬁrtégsﬂ‘ls:ﬁ that it Was’ﬂalgpn!r}:e ;nuaﬁmer was always a welcome In April 1991 the first Holly D':{v;‘c
I will not bore you with the needed help 8i4mﬂ anywhere an§ respite bub it is only in recent was sighted in tne Mersey Valley
details of all the calls I have had but Bzd“'am'“ \':voulc?ybe ?hewslt to 3 ears that we have become used &at Abney Hall Park) and for a
ans

a few might prove of interest. Dur- ew years it was seen in many
: locations. Then, it mysteriously
became scarcer but, this year it
appears 1o be back in strength.
it could be that, though the
weather has been gen-
erally poor, conditions
have been right at the
critical time in the
breeding cycle of the
57 Holly Blue. This butterfly

can be found in the most urban of

to the real scorchers, whatever
our childhood memories may tell
us. This year, a few people have
aoked me, “Where are all the
putterflies?. Well, like the
weather, it]c has be%n a B
w. i oor year for our flut-
I 'e},wv\trllircﬂ}: cringy friends. But, if
should be you remember, it is not
50 long ago that dearth
of butterflies had us grs
thinking that they were becoming

not necessarily for the b it
Why do people ask for hel ui??}? 4
won’t to advice? If a It))utterﬁy
gOt a screw loose, there is nobtl
nyone can do about it

4 matter of common

T seems to be

52
2 e

extinct. Before that time (in my
youth) there seemed to be plenty
of butterflies in the countryside
but | have no recollection of them

locations; a pair have been seen
at St. Michael's Flags (near the
Ragged School), Aspin Lane; less
than half a mile from Victoria
Station.

being plentiful in urban areas.
hanges in agricultural practices
ave rendered much of the coun-
side unsuitable for butterflies
t could be argued that the
site has happened in the
even though we have lost
our valued open space.
e general warming of
ust also be a fac-

| expect you've all been out
there spotting the butterflies for
the Manchester Wildlife Butterfly
Survey. If so you'lll have seen
some of these blue jewels; the
most likely place to see them is in
your garden but look in any open
space, especially where there are
trees.

It may have been a funny
summer but there have been
butterflies about, and still more
to come, so keep looking!
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: le of the National Trust evicting envi-
o facing 1 Sp?géagvoodland in order to let contractors cut
L If that doesn't destroy the

Hiere NOV
Were ialists o7 protet eting season

.

l SunleIue 1998, protesters se ‘ ———— ronme durt # 1"
. : : : A trees “ ' . what !
g?glieﬂtf ;%‘CMmchester Airport's seggngarrﬁgvgéy Ar th}L;r's Wood d%”,:i’gnal Trusts credibility | |
T lanned {0 tgke the tops off the trees duin s | ance Crookes (0161.998 1 5)388); Chris Maile (01942 513792);
s ﬂff"“‘ ot e ,Iv?wne y the National Tmstng the Contact: F'tz—Gibbon (0161—225 4863).
a1k nway, but Manchester Airport s is not gpencer Il ’ . ‘
f’ublic 1%ino .mgf&eeﬂ;ggt—pdgld\‘ndzﬁm ,actigsrprifﬁ hthe Ir?sypéhc?o‘;vg?f[hls Aztehony Phelps has peen in discussiorflt\}zlwt}é Etnghsh thutrhe t;)v ﬁond
o avoid these trees bei erything should e ; fhe protection of the 54 species in the woogd,
;n',","' ';1" ol S-bim-g -ef-tr-?-y e-C?_ s S Ouémhat T (ljagg i%gd vvitﬁ this %nnelfeilsls\laiy felling. Firstly, he v;r}?s
injunction was sought in the Hi e siihs it d to discover that Eng i<h Nature are monitoring Uis
e Iia -y .I.S.S.‘ieii by ﬂ’“‘?gI\/ICIIlChgsftielgJ }é%oel;ﬁp;rr;pgnt felovv the Press &ggﬁgﬁ?ﬁy C?heshire from their office in the West Midlands. Sec-
NATIONAL it on s Sth Tuly 1908 ondly, he was not rusted" with the name of the consultant who wou
W TRUST TO AXE ITS OWN CREDIBILITY s ‘ be ' on the task of “protect'mg“ the Bats "for fear that this may lead
e IN ARTHUR'S o telephone calls 10 the consultont’! Confusingly, he was also told
' that, aFthough placrll? v)vere already documented, a consultant had not
yet been engage 749

What Anthony did discover was that, although Bats are one of the
han Great Crested Newts,

pest protected species in the UK (more s0 t
whose homes/ponds are not protected), all that is planned is for a

licensed Bat expe which will be

prevent con-

It to identify possible roost trees,
will be on hand

marked. Then, when these trees are cut, this expert

fo ensure that any Bats found in the tree cavities are "safely released
into the wild". There are no plans {0 provide any extra roosts for
ese intentionally evicted cnimals, not even a few (cheap) Bat
es. So much for the laws that protect wildlife! With eyewitness
‘hat the "survey” for nesting birds

orts from residents at the camp tha
imeter, which surpn'singh%rflound

/as simply a walk around the perimeter,
th these answers from glish

the camp (call first to make sure it's still there!), take a bus or,
Je airport. Walk towards the Cargo Centre, an onto the
) al Road at the

alk towards Wilmslow. Turn onto the S
nd immediately turn right towards the Moathouse Ho-
idle path on the left hand side to the camp.

ipment (rope, tarpaulins, etc.

0775 602954. Address (also for donations):
fo Mcl\xﬁc{l}els\t]er Farth First!, Department 29, 1

R AR AR e A AR
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ition T,

?ofpyﬁgn?cvzilltlelclio doubt be aware, the Magpie editori
art work &omc;?égl}gﬁﬁ thluff This has enabled usa:(?
bers will have recognised tions. Some of our more lscan I most of o)
letters. This gave ugnthe idl;;c?gg Z used illustrations f%rgf';‘a“din Of the
Below are ill : competition. Tevious >
B o [mions featured in previous cdito news.
peared before, but not i 1 1S 10 say when these il ns of Magp:
> not mcludmg this issue € lustratlons havgple_
> € ap-

ffice has s

enter the competition

First, take a blank sheet of paper. Write the numbers 1 to 10,
vertically, in the left hand margin. mbers represent the numbers
on the illustrations. Then, against each number, write down the edition of
Magpie in which you have seen the illustration before; either the edition
number Or season and year (both will be found on the front cover). One

r but, if you can name the

ared, two poInts will

be awarded for each correct answer. The illustration without a number

(the chair) is a tie breaker. Has it previously appeared in Magpie? Put

your answer below those to nos. 1-10. If there is still a tie there will be a

draw to decide the winner. Write your name, address and telephone
number at the bottom of the sheet and send the result to the editor.

And the prize - a needle case, made by the Bodger, and a hand

urner. Those who have

' carved wooden paﬁer knife, made by John
kept their copies of Magpie will have the best chance of winning, other-

_ Sui 1(1)31121 need a very good memory, but give it a try, you never know
%) wildlife are not eligible as they have access

Officers of Manchester
back numbers of the newsletter. Closing date for entries 1S the 31st

ember 1998.

Jays to help the Environ
strict Advertiser - (West Stockp
v household and it is now available to be picked up free

This reduces the number of copies printed as only
terested in reading the newspaper will pick up a
over for advertisers will probably not be affected
a copy of the newspaper will probably read it.

apers take note!
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ment - Number Two
ort) have ceased free de-



The< gr‘and} openfn l

§ of the B
i s
' 2
| who stindad will kngu ™ MW memgoc

from Bolton Counei
neil, wh i
+ and some Croal /jrye|| :’:Icle:uwa:g

oW the Cent 't The settin
ite gronree 18 4p and running, gng avail’a:re ;irﬂ:;og?ghf P
want to

itional eraft 5 )
3 hobb
first oi its kind, in G'r::f:: :::f

by Gus Train

- B . in fact, to those who care about the natural
is not 85 g Sgggccilsﬁelrrvlvs. The Government’s road building pro-
pment, it 15 v:gounced and a lot of proposed roads have got the
A el;tam for this area, is the cancellation of the A6(M). Had
chop. Most mpohead ’we would have been faced with the prospect of a
ad gone & own the Goyt Valley. Not just across it

this 10 torway going d .
dual ﬂlfteheelalz ym;ﬁSng, ¥r§m Offerton to Bredbury, which would have
bgnﬂed the peace in this quiet river valley. So we can heave a sigh of
e oment).

relief (for the MO 111 be bad news for thos

wi e who have problems on

Of course, this . .
the busy A6 but there must be better ways of solving traffic congestion
than building roads which ruin our countryside. Surely there are and, in
ich will go some way to meet this objective has
transport minister Glenda Jackson

is case,

aﬂllrleady been implemented. Recently,
opened a new rail freight depot at Tilcon (South) Ltd., in Bredbury. The
rail line, from Buxton to Bredbury has been reopened which will allow
trict to the new depot thus saving

stone to be transported from the Peak Dis
on the A6. Ms. Jackson also promised more

50,000 lorry trips, annually,
funding for road repairs in Stockport (to compensate for money lost on
cancelled road schemes), so that’s good news for cyclists in the area.
Mind you, it is not many years since the Peak District National Park
had a rule whlch_stated that ail stone, quarried in the park, had to be
transported by rail. Why this rule was abandoned is a little difficult to
understand as road traffic causes congestion, not only on the A6, but on
roads in the national park itself. ICI still transports stone by rail, now

another company has joined them.
G The bad news is that the M60 (née M63) is to be widened by Sale
ater Park. This spells doom for the nature reserve at Priory Gardens.

by Ron Weigh

Recently, 1 was told a little story which I found
F' most interesting. It may, or may not, be true; I will
leave you to decide. We know that the runway, at

Manchester Airport has nowhere near reached its capacity and I, with
others, believe that there is sufficient capacity, on a single runway, for
he future increase in air traffic. The story I was told is that an over-
reason for needing a second runway was that the existing run-
ot safe, at the point where it crosses the Wilmslow Road. I
ed a number of occasions when one, or other, of the tunnels
away has been closed for repairs and I am told that these

e not successful. Makes you think!
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There is a plot of land in Heald I i
. n Magpie No —
gggnan(énsthel corner of Finney small ankl)cle on 'S[l'?](]) there vy
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Mth sadness that

gla_?dning
uildings. Thi is di
y o thgs ﬂiglﬁ leg;g }:s (g(l)rrectl?' un-  bers of these creatures. ro. =
. o e Manchesterarea This seecs; 11 s
uite close t ; se, and it seems thar .. i iliness.
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B e - abou has  brought g of all the people | have knowr he was probably
colpld pt{ove to bega trlllrggtc htoSlttﬁg fined asNOW this could not be ¢ | the only man who I can honestly say was loved by
sa : = ! S scienti : ; > de- ]
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partner and family. :
Anthony Phelps .)

the runway. We h,
. ave always b :
told tha '€ have always been  birds do n :
Rl G ot o do B e sl s ool |
the flight Ingon ory is th - Another the- ‘
path, except withi at warmer weather i
safety zone which pt within the reason for the j eather is g
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; It’s amazing wh. . it is possible that th s and
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s case a local majgor factor liscolgl‘;gzced fh-at a
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Time 7.30pm at the Old Monkey Public
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' councillor. I was told ,
| have changed the mg;a;n ﬂclie nCAowA ' ggeged for the development of th B T
| pedne colenduncs B Bl St onoes ol RBEIRG Socu
Ne are not anned.  of i Al v e in the fo uesday 8th - Social Meeting -
land zpwh?éh“g,’g i;)afnthe extent of Wik ohrgid rlllmestone or concre?éf House, junction of Portlax%d Street/Princess _Street,
ﬁﬁsﬁ certain that -P?ggjges&%f it gh(;WD- Whatogsv If(t)atl]l;tgd blto break C]?’}onven(i)el%t1 for Piccadilly Gardens Bus & Metro Station. Contact Ian
/ill not be o eald Green sh able is that | TOWn -437 7040. 4
other bfbck‘o?aggilcegs‘uwim yet an-  very tﬁjulf :ﬁénsvléy of the snails are ; Thursday 24th - General Meeting - Time 7.30Fm at the One World
amount of ca]ciumak’ so maybe the | Centre (Friends Meeting House basement), Central Street, Mount Street,
i available is not ( Manchester. Contact lan Brown 3}61 -(41}37 7040.1 9 e,
and Festival - Moses Gate Loun
1/Irwell Valley Wardens Tel.

Sunday 27th - Working Woo
ark. Time 12noon to 5pm. Contact Croa

01204 571561.

October 1998

unday 11th - Meadow Mowing - Hough End Clou;

t at Hough End Crescent (at south end of Alexan

1d clothes. Contact lan Brown 0161-437

13th - Social Meeting - Details as for 8th Sept.
Kenworthy Fields - Time 12 noon.

25th - Woodland Survey -
“horlton Water Park Visitor Centre, Maitland Avenue, Chorlton.

Also, the land t
. o the south,  sufficient for their full development

in the P.l ¥ ‘,Ugl_a Proggégll:v tg%ls chap is sitting at hj- ';d- - -
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~ et el 3G e g
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gh - Time 11 am.
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quiet knocking at the door. e‘gg 1 Novel 998
& ‘ Social Meeting - Details as for 8th Sept.
lish Martyrs School - Nature R.rea Management.
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our uable open 3p§%§d g1 ﬂfﬁ!re. Xn%o?ﬁg ust can't see anyone : ‘
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Useful Contacts

RSNC, Urban Wildlife partnership.

En‘li.h N‘mre""’l.'.'l"9.000".."00!0
Cheshire Wildlife Trust.....oomeees

Lancashire wildlife l’ll'mt.
edlock & Tame Valley
. Conservation Association.......

uch.'.'....l..ll.l..!'lll.l.'..'...'".l..l’

British Trust for Ornithology........
Red Rose Forest Team. cvveiserssse

mpﬂ."".'.'....0"‘0‘.00."..""..".l".l

B.t Group'.ll'.'...0'0...000!0..0.‘0. ......

Bumrmu/moﬂl’”ill.ll......".".'..l
M'mmd’/'mm'..'..ll.....'l""l.‘.
Ampmm/Pondﬂ.l"’.‘.l.".0..00'!'0

Mersey Valley Wardens................
Croal/lrwell Valley Wardens........
Stockport Countryside

Manchester Sustainability Group...
Manchester Recycling Officer........
Manchester FoE..........................
Networking Newsletter................
Visions Community Design..........

Chris Gordon, 01522 544400

NW Regeional Office, Bernard Fleming, 01942 g 20342
North Group, Trafford, Liz Blackman. 0161.9¢> e
Wilmslow Group. Tony Browne, 0161-436 176
Stockport and Tameside, Eric Stead, 0161-494 9130
Bolton Wildlife Project, Mick Weston, 01204 3¢ 1847

Mildred Burlinson, 0161-330 2721

Salford & Trafford, Val Sutton, 0161-872 7640 (davy)

Sale & Altrincham, Shelagh Aston, 0161-860 697
Bolton, Rick Parker, 01942 817302

Greater Manchester Recorder, Judith Smith, 1942 712615
Jonathan Woods, 0161-872 1660

Bolton Group, Tony Johnson, 01204 468850
Manchester Group, Simeon Rydz, 0161-434 2720
Stockport Group, Tony O'Neil, 0161-223 8987
South Lancashire, Angela Graham, 0161-797 4745
Cheshire, Mike Freeman,. 01606 41581

Barry Shaw, 0161-491 0753

Bolton Museum, Steve Garland, 01204 522311
Dave Bentley, 0161-724 8602

Sale, 0161-905 1100. Chorlton, 0161-881 5639
Nicky Greek, 01204 571561

0161-477 5637

Roz Park, 0161-912 4174
Adrian Pearce, 0161-234 4594
Pete Stevens, 0161-234 4629
0161-834 8221

Michael Bane, 01457 871609
Judith Mottram, 0161-834 6309

L=

X T MARC on Recycled Paper@®® @@ @ e
MAR anchest '
€ rea Resource Centr €) - The place for Community Printing

and compute
puter work, & 0161-839 0839. 28-30 Edge Street, Manchester Mi_]}ll,w

M‘
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MANCHESTER WILDLIFE - Annual General Meeting 1998

ree—————
et N SO S~ A

.4 lace at the Parrs Wood Centre for Rural Education, on

Saturday the 25th of April 1998.

The migutes of the ?9%7 AGM were read and approved by the
meeting.

The Chair read the Annual Report, as follows:

! CHAIR'S REPORT - January 199;to December 1997 J

Group Development

This year has found Manchester Wildlife, although not over-
whelmed by volunteers, instigating its own activities and bolstering
those of like-minded organisations. This has been prompted in at
least some instances by our presence in the One World Centre in
Manchester, where many an environmental campaign is hatched.
Also, the office, which had begun to resemble a stationery ware-
house, has been reorganised, and is now a valuable information
resource and meeting point.

Publicity and Communication

The production of the Magpie, our newsletter, has again taken up
much of our creative endeavours and time, and there is a continual
search for new contributors. The effort appears to be validated by
a readers survey which brought a response that was, in the majority
complimentary of its content and style. The publication finds its
way to many different people including journalists and councillors,
etc., and we hope that, along with other environmental journals has
some effect on opinion and policy formation.

Our exhibition boards are still getting the occasional outing
despite weighing a ton. In particular, last year at the "Streets
Ahead" festival in central Manchester in June, we set up stall in the
Peace Gardens and throughout the day received many inquiries,
including requests for advice from members of the public who were
involved in their own local campaigns. In addition, lan and An-
thony still attended meetings of the Wildlife Working Group of the
Greater Manchester Ecology Unit.

Events and Activities

Our nature walks took in such locations as Wigan Flashes, and most
recently Blackley Forest. The butterfly survey has kept a number of
our members busy, turning up its customary comprehensive and



ings. We have also supported the Gorton Heritage

ising sighti ing a trail through part of the Gore
Wﬁn roup, who ?nrfncirtf:élggd on action days, where paths
Brook Valley, bot g’bc‘l’] removed. On the conservation side, visits
were cleared and ru fa"foume haunts; at English Martyr's school,
were mad:k o mne on the wildlife garden and pond, which have
ﬁmerm’ce[wathe latter being home to a large number of breeding
matured ni %]o End Clough, the meadow mowing regime has
frogs; also, féd allowing some native wildflowers to compete with
been continued, lan has continued giving bodging dlsplays from
the rank gmss\'nr]rthenshaw and never fails to arouse new interest
in this amne;ot craft. Perhai)s, most impressive of all has been the

: ft Centre at Moses Gate Country Park, as
mugfo&d}: Bont?élncll)‘;tween Bolton Conservation Volunteers,

Bolton i ject and Manchester Wildlife, with help from
gee local mn“gler sfr\]r)i?g.e?rtlﬁs has resulted in a permanent sheltered
site where there is everything from a traditional blagksmlth s forge,

brakes, pole lathes through to a hurdle making dev1ce.. The
results of all the work which has gone into this venture will be
able to be seen on the grand opening day on the 2nd May 1998.

Campaigns

- Sometimes it seems that there is a concerted effort by developers to
~ obli every greenspace left in Manchester, and sometimes,
something like battle fatigue threatens to set in.
The development plans for Parrs Wood "Millennium’” school
Were a case in point; where, foﬂowing‘the assertion at the public

p mﬂmmeorgamm , for

7 i . A combination of telling evidence produced at
tcﬁzsPtt?l;liocbljg(clﬁ)i;;, and widespread local opposition finally resulted
in planning permission being_ refusqd. . :

Unfortunately, the Sainsbury's store is set to be built on the
Fallowfield station site, undoubtedly sounding the death-knell of
large numbers of local traders; a phenomenon caused by the big
supermarket chains right across the country. :

Finally, the most recent initiative we have backed is the at-
tempt by the Green Party, in tandem with local resnden.ts, to try and
have Nutsford Vale redesignated as a park, pre-empting any pro-
posals to build on this land in the future. This former landfill site,
now extensively planted up, covers quite a large area, and has good
wildlife potential in this heavily built up area.

Rob Allen, Chair, Manchester Wildlife, Saturday 25th April 1998

The Hon. Treasurer read his Annual Report as follows:

Treasurer’s Report for the year 1997

Income was broadly similar to that in 1996 but members should be
warned that, in 1998, income from craft demonstrations (listed
under craft sales) would probably be down considerably.
Expenditure was slightly down, despite there being a full

year’s office rent. This came about because of reductions in; Print-
ing, Stationery & Postage; Minor Equipment & Consumables; Food
& Travel. This left us with a surplus of £54 as opposed to a deficit
of £15 in the previous year.

On the Balance Sheet, Clothing was written off, though we
Ve some T-shirts and sweat shirts remaining. Because of a slightly
year the Current Assets have increased.
A copy of the accounts is to be found, overleaf.)

Dificers - Rob Allen (Chair), Anthony Phelps, (Hon.

Ian Brown (Hon. Treasurer) resigned and offered

re Iection. They were re-elected by the meeting.

8 - The Community Accountancy Service
1s for the following year.
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Manchester Wildlife Manchester Wildlife

Income and Expenditure for the year ended 31st t 3]st December
e e Cash at Bank - Current Account 475 544
1997 1996 Cash at Bank - Deposit Account 2097 2037
£ ef o B A . . Cashto beBanked - Subscollected 70 0
2654 2621
Income
Sales - Crafts 452 424 A
Sales - Clothing 30 Current Liabilities
Sales - Other 79 116 Creditor - Rent 36
Subscriptions 642 6368 Creditor -Tax 13
Donations 216 182 Asruals-Accounfaney = - . 40 89 = §NEID
Bank Interest 60" o el NET CURRENT ASSETS 2565 2531
1449 1421 :
Represented By:
Less: Expenditure Accumulated Funds:
Subscriptions, Training Etc. 12 76
Telephone 62 28 Balance Brought Forward p 2511 2526
Printing, Stationery & Postage 415 701 Surplus/Deficit fortheYear - =~ 54  -15
Minor Equipment & Consumables 48 110 Balance Carried Forward 2565 2511
Accountancy 40 60
Insurance 55 75
Food & Travel 155 213 Approved on behalf of the Management Committee By:
Craft Expenses 0 4
Clothing for Resale 40 20 .
Rent and Rates 547 144
BankCharges = o 0 oW L : .
137 4 1 43 6 .....................................................................
e e L e ---m.% By T e Mr. Rob Allen (Chair) Mr Ian Brown (Treasurer)
Toxonfiginerest . ke B2t ud ok
Surplus/Deficit for Yearafter Tax 54 .15



