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On my last visit I got into con-  seen’a Bek of
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y g Siskin, an over-wintering
versation with John, who 1€elps o run Blackcap, Coal Tits and evidence, near
the nearby allotments. He was with his  the gardens, of Great Spotted Wood-
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v C y ¢ g n additon to the man
mine of information and had, like Unity,  species of more common birds. Sadly,
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Manchester Wildlife Reg

One lc&snp to be lc_amcd from this excrcise is th at ur@@
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Presentation and Content & Style is most encouraging but we were a httlc:
surprised that so few of you thought that the Magpie was negative or'c?g\n
troversial. The biggest surprisc was that there was no overwhelming Ou;iﬂl .
that there was not enough on wildlife; we have been rather 'c‘onslc_ll(())weverv
there should be more articles which deal directly with wildlife. e o
there are enough of you who would like more on wi dlife to -

include more articles

contributors

ﬁappreci_ate me.
umour in Magpie
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There is not enough
on Wildlife in Magpi

man -

drawing board, and nobody cven mentions that they find ‘March Hare’
funny. 1t's not fair!” “Have you ever thought that “March Hare” might not b
funny?” “Not funny, Ha!”

There were many personal comments and it will come as no surprise
that the most common complaint was about the fonts. These ranged from the
suggestion that we ,\hnu]d} stick to one font, to one reader who liked the
mixture of fonts saying “they gave the Magpic a wacky look”. Most rcaders
found that some fonts were difficult to read. Point taken! In future, though
we'll be using more than one font, the funny fonts will be restricted to
headlines. This should keep most of you happy.

Other comments were:- Layout a bit busy and too much text - We do
try to cram in as much as possible, not wanting to wastc paper. Grey boxes
with titles not very effective - Maybe, but they do separate headlines and
cnliven the publication; we’ll usc a lighter shade of grey.  Rather grey and
photocopying a little dark - Magpic 41 was the first time we have used white,
reeycled paper throughout.  We usually usc colourcd paper but white i
cheaper tﬁnugh possibly it gives a greyer look.

Some readers thought there should be more balance (?) and we
should complement other publications (FoE Newsletter, Earth First! Action
Uidatc, etc.) and not duplicate, but some of our rcaders may not read these
other publications and will be interested to know what other groups are
thinking and doing. Some thought we should concentrate on local matters
We do try, but some matters of national, and intcrnational, concern are 0%
interest and can have a direct effect on local matters.

~ There were some suggestions for articles:- How to enhance waste land
- Growing trecs in pots and planting out advice - Co-ordinated campaigns of
letter writing (we do a bit of that) - Articles on wildlife in the city (and that) -
Wildlife Gardening (we started as a wildlife gardening grou but there are
now so ¥1hany gnna books on this subject). : : 5 y
Cre Were a few severe criticisms - Sometime it's oom & ¢
(well, sometimes it is) - Sarcasm of stvlJa b?t ’;:::tif;?;v‘\t 53}15‘;\)”? f'&lm)m
other gvﬂrds some contributors rant a bit, but some of us need :(wn‘:ﬁt;i(r(g, lt:
bt bfor et pape) - Rending Vg sometimes ik
pressed ( you think the writers feel!). However, the notes of
appreciation far outnumbered the crits. - Doing a wondertul j b TR i
preciated - | agree with John Vidal - Excellent - Kee S uh_lf) - much ap-
excellent publication and read - 1 like it, etc. Still L oIk
Feads s Gl be faks o L ete. Stil, we won't let it go to our
A Ing scrious note of all your comments and strivi
make Magpie cven better. RUADS SHYR0E ¥

O i intcrest -
B \:h;:d‘fmat\1ntt;a;,hr*tg‘.r1§)tL, we had a survey rcturn from a non-
/ was most interesting. The respondent did not like the
presentation, content & style of Magpie; thought i e v
negative; did no sclate’ the i A ght it too controversial and

gative; did not appreciate the humour and thought there :
on wildlife; yet this person agreed slightly to eni et M ULt
diffieult ko know which Speat this‘;’ y toenjoying reading Magpic. 1t was
$ s particular reader found enjoyable. We

/l‘,laV(’, been busy speculating as to which Manchester City Councillar had the

o spare to rcturn a survey form!

b T
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Making Your Birdwatching

"Good news is not news” they ought to
say. and when a wildlife story makes
the headlines it is usually a disaster of
some kind. A plethora of recent media
reports has highlighted the drastic de-
cline of a number of Britain's bird spe-
cies. Over the past 25 years, Tree
Sparrows have declined by 92%, Grey
Partridges by 80%, Song Thrushes by
60% and Skylarks by 58%. But just
how do we know which birds are de-
clining and how can we be so precise
about the extent of their demise?
The source of most of the
quoted figures is the British Trust for
Omithology (BTO), a bunch of bird
boffins based in Thetford, Norfolk.
Whilst it is the professional ecologists,
statisticians and ornithologists who
come up with these devastating fig-
ures, it is the thousands of amateur
field workers who provide the raw ma-
terial for their number-crfunchhing. Tgle1
BTO ises a range of schemes,
of whicﬁ are designed to gather infor-
mation about birds, their populations,
habitats, migration, longevity and
breeding success. But why do we need
all this information, apart from satis-
fying our natural curiosity? The data
we collect provides us with valuable
indicators on the state of the environ-
ment which we share with birds, just as
miners used to take Canaries down the
pit to detect the presence of dangerous
gases. Basically, changes to the envi-
ronment will affect bircgife before they
affect humans feci
before

L @@3@@%
I'm still doing it, As with %
the longer you dq i the o Sifens
esting the results beeome
are the varyj e, a5 Yoy g
pare the varying fortypes -oU com
ipec1§s over the yearg
act SpParros
- that House Sparrqyy, has o 1S the
ue Tit as the most commen cTta
my garden doesn't meap \%m Yisitor
faq 1L1S a contradiction of rr} jouch.
national trends. So the refﬁ_{?hallan
surveys are not, on thejr owﬁ;J Phl
produce any great scienﬁﬁ’cg(gng ¥
through. However, when et K
with the data from birci\(/)vmh"wd
throughout the country he tchers
Bcant 'Y, Uey are g
mficant and can even’ influepce o8
ermnment policy. - o
Th ional
e Ge BTO Regional Represena.
Ve lor Greater Manchester, jygs
o T : > Judith
mith, 1s regularly asked to delye into
her computerised database for inf
. - . Or.
mation which can influence planning
legislation. Judith also produces the
annual county report "Birds in Greater
Manchester”- every local birdwatcher
should have a copy and contribute o
the next edition. Whenever you go out
with your binoculars take a noiebook
and pencil along - make your bird-
watching count!

Stephen Suttill

Further info:
British Trust for Omithology: The
Nunnery, Thetford, Norfolk [P24 2PU

Regional Rep:

ES G MARIE A e )
Hanging Baskets in Stockports - I think many councils are making
noises about phasing out peat, but having difficulty finding alternatives.
The Henry Doubleday Research Association has been actively involved in
the cdmp‘;ign to reduce peat usage and is now researching into organic
wastes (e.g. municipal wastes) that can be composted and used as a peat
alternative. This saves peat bogs and recycles otherwise dumped materials.

They produced an initial list of products and, in the long run, are
aiming to produce a database for use by local authorities, ctc. Also chey
held a conference “Making Organic Waste Work”. So Janet Cuff may be
able to find out more info on local authorities from them. Contacts: Sandra
Bywater, HID.R.A., Ryton Organic Gardens, Ryron-on-Dunsmore, Cov-
entry. CV8 3LG - Tel: 01203 303517 - Fiona Holland - Tel: 01203 308202
Recycling - | wish there was an eco-centre near here (Longsight) like
the one in Stockport! There is a bottle bank at Asda Dales near the car
park entrance, off Kirkmanshulme Lane. It disappeared for a while but
has come back again. After dumping your bottles you can go for a
cuppa at Misty's Vegetarian Cafe in the nearby precinct (nice cakes!).
| try to recycle as much as possible but still seem to end up with a lot
of plastic things; margarine & yogurt tubs, etc.

I've now paid for a box from “Emerge”. As was said in Magpie
41, they collect stuff bui as there’'s hardly anyone eise around here
that knows about them, they can't collect from my house, so | keep the
box at my housing co-op office - where they will collect from! | think
they pass all the plastic stuff to another company who can use it, so
unfortunately, there’s not much in it for them.
Killing Weeds - Periodically, Manchester City Council send around a
bloke in a sort of mini-tractor ching down our street to spray the “weeds”
at the base f)f the of walls, etc. 1 don’t know what the herbicide is, bur it
leaves a white powdery deposit and kills the plants quite quickly. I once
enquired of the sprayer; he didn’'t know cither but assured me, “It’s
harmless marc”, which is just as well as he wore no personal protective
equipment and dndn't_ secem bothered where the wind was blowing the
stuff. 1 have to admit I felt it was totally pointless contacting the City
Council about it, who | bcl:c"\'c are really hopeless when it comes to any sort
of green or environmental issue. | like the weeds - usually Ragwort or

- Groundsel, and the odd garden escape like poached egg plant or candyrtuft,

mﬂg:;;lw back entry rubbish (I inean “material ready for recycling”). T'd
ef they sent someone round regularly to clean up all the dog
1 feel is much more offensive! : 2 i Arcecrs
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remem ays when I was
eammsbe[; nll)y eaﬂ,yu?ld)ésr the “wing" of
) Mosle; from the Manchester Groqﬁ
gfed the RSPB (someone for whom I sud
a great respect)- 1 seemed t0 sp;:lrz1
il g s, sy
aves, far out a,
gmvast nele(s!c‘:pe range. | can_remfrrgbsr
hearing people saying things hk_e.ki at (s)
4 Red-throated Diver”, and thin gg,
myself, “What! that little black dot? ,or
even, dwmere?” Quite unsatisfying, be
cause 1 soon realised that de have no
chance of (a) seeing the bird, or (b)
identitving it had I been alone. ‘
I don't know if 1t’s£h d\el,ex;}%r;;
1Ce ained since, or that I'm
gﬁuge v%ith greater luck, but I now
a lot of my time finding exciting,
ose views of wildlife, which tends to
make identificaion much easier, and
also far more enjoyable.
For a long time, my On!y really
close encounters with true wildlife were

ing through the long grass, op
path, then turn to walk towards ,
was only when I'd used up al] , ¢
cusing power that [ was forced tq i ?.
one side, when the Fox, realising hys ero
ror, tumned and ran. He'd been < i
My next closest sighting Vs
walking down Nell Lane, from Withing.
ton Hospital, after using the telephone
on Sunday the 17th of November 199~
at 10.50pm. A Fox came out of 5 resi.
dendal street and onto the footpath i
front of me, walking towards Buriop
Road, 1 crossed and followed it, ang
found it by the bins behind the shops on
the comner. It was just a Nell Lane’s
width away from me and 1 crouched
down to watch it take some scraps from
beside the bins, then lock at me and
simply carry on eating. Several cars
passed by but it didn’t run. Eventually, it
picked up the scraps and crossed the
road to go into Kwik Save’s car park.
On Thursday the 11th of De-
cember 1997, these two previous Fox
sightings palled into insigniﬁcancg. It
was 3am, and I was walking along Clyde
Road, going home after the MERCi party
that night. 1 felt T was being followed,
and looked around to find a Fox about
ten feet behind me. More in hope than

O the
ne. I

1d held

'The Withington/Fallowfickl Buzzard o by A{lthony Phelps
Back in January, Rob asked me if it was possible for him to have
seen a Buzzard in Withington. [ think [ gave him my ?‘A’erz’jr{lz%j
possible” line. Well, I've seen them betore, on migration, severdl
times in the City C<9f11ltrxl‘e.qT‘r1esIe vve'ﬁre usually parties of Buzzaras,

' ine of the River Irwell. e
fOllomgnt?ﬁellgfst of January, Rob and I had just gropt a lift back
from Gorton, following a work day on the Heritage Trail _a‘r}d,‘ as
we were leaving Rob's flats, I saw a Buzzard circling over the
Wilmslow Road/Mauldeth Road junction, which confirmed the
previous sighting. Vgl y . Wt M, 1

My next view was whilst [ was in a contempiative moog, in
the walled garden in Platt Fields, on the 22nd of February when it
came into view being mobbed by a Carrion Crow and a Kestrel.

If anybody else has any turther 51%}11’(11'195 of Buzzards in
Manchester, especially if anyone knows where this bird is roost-
ing at night, as [ believe it is not simply “passing through”, then I'd
be very pleased to hear from you. The area around Fallowfield is
fairly rich in open space. Is it possible that this bird is able to find
enough food, despite the human disturbance?

Wildiliife in Distress by lan Brown

I get quite a number of telephone calis asking for help on injured wildlite and
animals in distress. An exhausted bat found on a pavement in Gorton: an
injured Robin: a pigeon in a similar state: 2 Grey Sauirrel in a loft (I had the aame
problem at the time): a Fox (thought to be injured) which was spending the day
out ih the open, in a back garden. There have been more.

Now | haven't the time or the expertise to deal with these problems
personally. After giving general advice, | usually try to put the callers in contact
with an appmpriaw organisation. With protected species, such as bats, there
are specialist groups who can help, but with small birds, etc., the problem is more
difficult. If they are injured in a road accident, the chances of survival are slim
and treating the injury can be difficult. Most callers try the RSFPCA before
contacting me but they aapear not to be very helpful when it comes to wild

_ atiimale, If anyone knows of erganisations which can help, please let. me know.

Councils charge about £35 per hour to remove squirrels; | found the one
L did little damage (a chewed cardboard box) and has now gone. For the
ested that a quick look in the hours of darkness, by torch light, would
Fthe fox left at night. It did, o could not have been injured.
esting case was of someone who had rescued a pair of terrapine
Ty who was going to dump them in the wild (this is ilegal and
problems). | suggested the caller should contact the Mersey
 they must have problems in this respect. | heard nothing
enquiries and was put in toucg with John Thorpe at
64 7078) who was very helpful. He said the main
ufiwanted terrapine. Euthanasia is rot an option
cies in the Chelonva family) so, if you can
0 hear from you. Obviously, it is best not to
sold very small but become quite large
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i o " of ho e aﬂd it is the ﬂowers Whlch bloom n ag 1e
g e e
aAfter a winter of short daylight hours, and uncertaj, tre at Rock
B &r: which hardly encourage one o get out and Hall, in
bout, it certainly bucks up the spirits to be able o ' Moses Gate
zte over the threshold and enjoy the wildflowers Count Park = (Bolton), 1
w%ich seem to have the specific purpose of bright. thought it was time we had a

more comprehensive report.
Wep already have two

pole-lathes, the necessary

equipment for rake and wattle

} up our lives. 1 need go no fa;rther than m
aer?iienng toP admire the masses of Primroses whic
/' adorn the small woodland glade at the side of my
' It's a pity that Primroses are so rare in the

/1" house. e making and we can

: "11'1eal" countryside around here. 1 remember an Easter E:xlcr)ck out a fegw tent pegs.
‘ trip on the Severn Valley Railway where the track third shaving horse has been
A" 5 gides are a riot of this first rose of spring. If I ste constructed; Don Whiting, from
~WWJ-  round to my pond. I find the glorious, golden Mars Croxteth Country Park (Liver-
) vq..",v-“_« Ma[i Old. WhiCh would brighten anyone's day‘ By the EOOD, C'ame Ctlorlg t?l Show us
ond. the Snake's-head Fritillary are just beginning to break’ into ow. Since then we have been

b making other devices to
er and at the bottom of the garden stands the Blackthorn, re- hgf’g’ Ui o%r Seadicnd craft

plendent in its white, snowy blossom: a magnificent sight! work. A cleaving brake and
s Most of you will have a favourite spring flower. one which ate hurdle makingg deriitte was
makes you feel that summer is just aroun the corner. There are ?ust, followed by a substantial
plenty to choose from; strange how many of them are yellow, maybe saw horse. e area where
to remind us of sunny days to come. 1 have given this much thought these devices are located is out
and find that my favourite is the Colt's-foot. You may ;2(:2113 - ‘ﬁglsChB o i o g;{e
ﬁt st this seeming inﬂlsniﬁﬁﬂt plant, tremely v_vaterlog?ed. To help
: ce solve ‘this problem a large
soakaway has been dug and
filled with stones (I'm gettin

too old for t}aqt kind ccl)f work).

e are now digging drainage
ditches to leadglgtogthe socxlgx-
way; let's hope it works.

The set up for black-
is also coming on
st we constructed a
iction box bellows
ased on an ancient
gn (we've no elec-
ext came a ta-

the leg vice iy Art Craft
sunk in the ground and the an-
vil stand has been cemented to
a brick foundation. The anvil
has been bonded to this struc-
ture. It now weighs over half a
ton and should be a little diffi-
cult to shift.

As there could be prob-
lems of vandalism and theft on
our open, unsecured site, we
have tried to make sure that all
equipment is well "bolted”
down and of substantial con-
struction. We already have a
hole in the roof of our shelter;
presumably caused by some-
one trying to stand on'it. Two
roof Banels were blown off in
the Christmas gales. Hope-
fully, we can have this damage
repaired in readiness for the
ofticial opeiiy.

Yes, | é‘id say “official
oiaening' and this will take
B{ace on Saturday the 2nd of

1998. We are on schedule
to complete all the work by this
date. If you want to discover
the nature, and purpose, of the
strange devices which are de-
scribed above, or you would
simply like to watch some tra-
ditional crafts in action, why
not join us at Rock Hall. We
should be ready for action at
12 noon. The site is accessible
by public transport. By train to

oses Gate Station (Man-
chester Victoria to Bolton serv-
ice) and by bus along Bolton
Road/Manchester Road. Walk,
from the station, along Loxam
Street/Hall Lane, to Moses
Gate Country Park. :
you need further in-
formation, or directions, con-
tact:

Ian Brown - Tel:
: 0161-437 7040
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ings are more likely. The latter pould be remedied by, for in-
Stance, some kind of ranger service, but the former has more

, wide rangingldaéxed wi)rrying implications - any comments or
hednlRE— . inions wou welcome. il
‘:'i]‘fie»ld Country Park comprises oifl 25 heicl'fg lees toof ﬁ;lbhc open 2 However it could just be that the site is littie known - hence
Hig e - just about the largest }-?ast’ez 224 € general this article to highlight its existence. So there's no excuse now -
public in inner city S_outh Mcmtii eisnaliy part waste land, smql| don't succumb to the miserable prospect of dragging around the
The ared, 'WhICh vgasno r% B e ioimed initial Cg Arndale, or some such dreary shopping stalag. Get down to
holding C!_mi(*ilp ’f’flgi;‘ sh‘;? ﬂf: Cgilty Council, Greater Mancheyste}; Highfield Country Park this spring and feel the grass under your
the ;-:mbm saslj Authority and the H_ec_l Rose Forest. The most
%5.1 o Ddelsvep lopment has been an injection _of £10,000 grant | j ’
T ey from a large insurance company. This has resulted in % Butterflies at Highfield
money —— company employ- | T : - o 2
- vy Tmel B consorvcticn i REboadyr 45 5t i v | here is wildlife at Highfield
; ; xorth /] volunteers  (includ- i & & & & |Country Fark, indeed Skylarks
L reddisy//| ing  Manchester 0 s 8 o g|have been seen there, and
A | e Wlldl.llfe) and local e&,\c’ 2 gy & | butterflies are reasonably well
1 AR il 3 = = | .
o | ’ ‘ pe°p16500 ; planhlng R 2 § = & |[represented. The survey re-
| (e s R v EONET rees, plus i ort (1) c'novur; +h at laat
% “"” : ge and IeVi- rﬁmausmpper i 1 :‘ 3 p L TR T e et '. L vileaar, iadv
ng some per- Fe : L _lyear, 10 epecies were found.
ind  sea- Exge White 6 ' 10 3 | The surveyor noted that it was
- is . ; , 1 . 2 not possible to see the whole
gy | of this large site on each visit
i : s | and that on some days there
i e et A twas complete cloud cover. On
— b by oo | two of these days, early in the
rtoiseshell VR T

9 |year when extra epecies could
: have been observed, no but-
s s éter‘ﬂiee were geen. The habitat
T T improvements, which are tak-
ing place, are in the early
I 2 TIOUSET U R Y SO0 L VIR Y
stages. It is probable that, as
LS progrecs, the quantities of butterflies,
€8, Will increasge. The butterfly survey will
ne results should be interesting.

. thought. The main problem is the access
~road to the rear of the new school; it was
riginally planned to go through wood-
Will' it be moved? Detailed plans
decided shortly and we will give

report in the next Magpie.




Was it something we said?| v,

NIven

Thorne and Hatfield Moors - A few days after distribution of Magpi
; e

41 it was announced, by English Nature, that the Sites of Special Sten

sific Interest (SSSI) at Thorne and Hatfield Moors would not be reduceq -

in size. The effect of this decision is that the peat from these -
be sold as non SSSI peat. English Nature receive a copy of ofrrfl?wcsnnm
and I can imagine them reading the article “Bogs and Madnms"etter
printed from an article in “Earthmatters”) and thinking “we can’t ((;e—
notify these sites. it would upset the members of Manchester Wild] ife ¥
Chance would be a fine thing but it would be nice to hope that MaI v
and similar publications, could have an influence on people in %p-le‘
places. But, on a more serious note, we must congratulate English Natlgh
on their bold decision to fully protect the peat moors which, like mo ot
our matural habiats, are apidly diminishing ’ 4
ere Wi a cost as Levingtons will h
for loss of income (It wouldn’t do fg: them to l?)‘;g igot:le U id
which will come out of the tax ’ ey, would it?)
P@yefsifePDCkfits. ?However, it will be worth

D LS

f
Wwe have news %f Greater

urveys #m.
B“tterﬂyubuscation on buttezes. It g 5.3

_ 7! ) : L
g pManchester DY Peter e

is putterflies ;
B. Hal'd'r’;iq hook, an atlas with a;r_(‘)ogwpan}nngr;fg;té

T hages including 1 gures.
comprises llzzesp ﬁ fstrating 16 habitats and a further Omsenrs B B
are 8 b/W P iHustrating 16 butterfly species. Distribution maps are presented
2 colour P dt? ecies recorded within Greater Manchester since 1980 at tetrad
for all butterfly sB Comparative maps of environmental features, for example

) scale. i 2 il
(zgg}lxcgténr" communication networks, parks and reserves, accompany these
urt 2

istribution maps. Historical records are mapped at 10km§cale fgpi .o
& hie atlas hias a nurmber ot iovaive features. It inciudes a 7 & oKill ZUNE
mapped alt 1km scale, and within that zone a smaller one, 3 x 2 km, mappe?1 at
100km scale. This area encompasses the Mersey \_/al}ey, from Sale in the Sf)u} hto
Stretford in the North, and highlights contrasts within the conurbation. Together
with maps for numbers of species and individual species arrf_ar?ffjpgi ‘}32131;325:

ostplants and nectar sourees. With these unique features, the Manciestel <«
rovides a new vantage for butterfly conservation within one of Europe’s major
conurbations, a valuable tool for assessing the adapt

ability of burtertlies to ur-

banisation and the rapid changes that occur within urban environments.
Copies of Butterflies of Greater Manchester can be obtained from
PLG Enterprises, 10 Dudley Road, Sale, Cheshire. M323 7BRB. Cost:

£9.00 per copy plus £1.20 for postage and packing.

—-—————_——_———-.——_-—___-_..___

Manchester Wiidlife Greater Manchester Butterfly Survey -
This survey continues and we hope it will complement the work done by
Peter Hardy. Ours is a site based survey so, when it is published, you will
know when and where to go if you want 1o see certain species of butter-
flies. Work on computerising the information already gathered is pro-
‘nicely but it is difficult to know when the survey will be ready for
too much to do and not enough time. However, reports already
are available for inspection at any time, so if you wish to know
terflies are present on a certain site, phone the co-ordinator (1an
fel: 0161-437 7040). If the site has been surveyed, the results will

f course, many sites in Greater Manchester which have not
. This is where YOU come in. If there is an open space
arly visit, why not join in our survey and keep a record of
ee there. A survey form is enclosed wit this news-
re than one, please take CFhotoco ies. If you have

butterflies, a good guide shoul help; you will be
zed how quickly you get the hang of it. Buy a
hich only covers British butterflies. T use
alyn Guide to Butterflies of the
es but others may be suitable. The

g is not to record a species if you are
its identification. Itp you have any
se contact me by phone. Enjoy your

ian Brown

- e



und, 18 of

which. they ar ge if we are ©
im

/A e e f all forms
The Conservatiod G bitats in

e

vender attract hoverflies

The gardener who Provides

| as La ively, whilst the a suitable environment for our na-

It probably goes without ;vel bees res%?cg‘;?r‘zea salicifolia  tive insects wil] be very generously

saying that tlilﬁslenc?:t C?Allﬁur}ful and pink ﬂo'zvetlﬁe bumble bees to feast rewarded for their efforrs. There
fascinating , ICh  vigjt also invite

ardens, are the butterfljag.
3’v(és§r§ all familiar with the Lar Z
white and its smaller rejative the
Small White, but the other species
can be attracted if the right plapn,
are planted for this purpose. No

i f.
ilable necta
e E’llyl?e flowers of some of our

i also im-
3 nt species are
native tptl:a rex%arkable pumber of
portat ™ Common native plants
insec ;s Spear Thistle, Creeping

can be no better garden than one.
that is enriched with the colourful
sights of butterflies flitting around,
the gentle humming sounds of the
busy bumble bee and the restless
movements of hoverflies.

: ise of : such a Willowherb, Hog- im
utmost down, the demise 1 butterfly garden should be withqy, istle, Rosebay W1 AN Joe Grima
. or slow d Individua Bush - - e Mugw e s
e O L N Site Ranger for North e water

and

pecies | be cons :
e ca%%out their halbltitg
i it is here that we_%eég :gl Il)'oziyer 4
' significant,

i ana?ldlgcreanng these

scented flowers of this shrub gye
guaranteed to attract a whole varj.
ety of colourful butterflies such s
the Small Tortoiseshell, Comma,

Mayweed, Wild Carrot
Scceingfiscskly ngvz-thistle are all ex-
anmely beneficial to our insects.
'trrl?e Ragwort family seem o attract

ies of butterfly and some
cons ts on a smaller scale. Agggs\; Painted Lady, Peacock and Red Ad’ mzlc]i{: :p:fcfoverﬂies. R
;xa bglttgerﬂy garden, 2 ig‘b*};} gﬁp the miral, as well as an array of other g?laron, with sits. bright yellow

wildlife to thrive in a safe and

interesting insects. Both French
and Garden Marigolds will attract

flowers, is a good plant for some

] : ; rflies, whilst the delicate blue
beneficial enﬂfonment'be it in a hoverflies, butterflies and fumbic ftig:/,veers of the Small Scabious prove
ey e aidless of size, bees, while the now naturalised imesistible to both bumble bees and

Hope Carr Nature Reserve

irst published in the Bolton

dian Golden-rod is a good

butterflies.

idiife Sightings ,

the 20th of February | saw a Small Tortoiseshell butterfly at Parrs Wood,
vas sawing some logs for the Bolton Greenwood Group. Now this may
ry unusual but, last year, my first sighting of this butterfly was on the
ruary. Are over wintering butterflies coming out earlier? | seem to
Many years ago, they were not generally seen until well into
erflies are coming out of hibernation earlier. Is this of any
recent Stockport Local Agenda 2| meeting | was told of a
Admiral, a week sooner than my sighting of the Small
d Admiral must have over wintered.  Now I didn't think
Iooked it up in “The Butterflies of Britain & Ireland”
chard Lewington. Apparently, they are able to over
few survive is something of a mystery for Red
e cold localities in Central Europe.
wildlife sighting was at the Bolton Craft
three o'clock, in the afternoon a few of
ule, feeding over the compound.
my first in proper daylight.
es, or anything else unusual,

Conservation Volunteer News




“gh'e Ly e

“’l a bOld and {: 7
w ! ” l'f'lCr‘aaginqiy e ar 6!6hted l”e@ponge to the

; e CALRES  Bhias e
ﬂ'— environment, the progregs country's
(OJ(lﬂfl 1949 enacted oihe piapac L3b0U Governmeny

S and Acce

ety : However, furthe
: - e ur Until ¢

Act, which did iner the 1981

as ih urgent neey of protecti

Deepite th
Majority of our wild
decline, 22 lead
charter, 5 frame

%6 to
‘ r legislation
Wildlife and Countryside

: ONn Measures byt |
Updating, tis how seen

% legislation the destruction continues, in fa
i life habitatg have disappeared. To try and rev
'Ng wildlife organisations have issued 4
Work around which new laws could be based

the problem.

ct the
erse this

bottom line and Yet their actuai protection is woefuily
inadaquate. For the most part they are privately
ownied and the mahnagetment agreements to
safeguard them rely on voluntary arrangements.,
The law does rot actually confine the owner to /
epecific operations that they wish to conduct, thus, if
the negotiations are uneatisfa'ctory to the
owrier then, any darmaging operations they may
wish to carry out go ahead quite

of increased protection could

an exampie reflect the UK
o an to

; ie : tatus,

:Xf;‘]léi()l’l of endangered ota

an

B ion Flan. :
o ‘teraify (k! What You Can DO the Early Day Motion
Biodlv { MP asking them to 2ign \,:/rite A
our LOCR, "ite Charter. You can : al office

Lobzygo,,t the W,ld!rx‘fe ¢ 1A OAA; or Eelaphgnetzr;]zjj)ioc

669 arﬁ go'ﬁ“mong’ Lol:;goee. under “Political Urganisati .

House ° . the Yellow
r

= Holly Royde Update

i ity that they had finally
anchesﬁgagn;getﬁé%eveloper has come ash a
e hose hopes had been raised by the

by M
statement

ded to sell the land, on Pia oo
deadeer plow to the campaig
hamm!

Ls. avid Wilson Homes, had yet to
ent turn of even loper, David Wilson :
more recen ingly, the developer,
Encouragingly,

- il
i ting of the Council.
: a full planning meeting 3 ;
g he University were now talking again to
prese:l“ﬂl I th}? s ere interested in conserving the site. In
Bette 7 f whom w 3 1d
o LA rances that they wou
othercompan’s. = epartment had made assu X
addition, the Plann%nt%? I1)1blic who showed concern over Holly Royde’s
nsult members 0 i d at a Planning Committee meeting.
v lans are considered at a 1ng - y
future, before p ncouraging news of all is that the Unltary Develop
Payostc lanning decisions) was under review. As we
ment Plan (the rule book for planning iy ek
to press it appears that the planners have decided to form a v policy
2 I:ect large houses, in extensive grounds, with cultural and historical
gg;gﬁgst that are not already protected by listed building status, or by being
in a conservation area. In addition, campaigners have heard that City
Planners are at long last looking into green space standard to protect those
emaining. To this end they are investlg_atmg the cur

WE Saturday 2nd May 1998
MLWELCOME _ ()pening Day
| Gro

u? well signed from Bolton Road in
I' Moses Gate and there are trains
aft H_,‘m Moses Gate Station. Doors

at 12 noon. Contact: |
0161-437 7040 o

»




by Lesley Bernadis
SE‘T SUMMER w insects prcsumahly

15 r with so fe
> ... there was summer With " There wasn't one
’9 7 any years since lh"{:‘ and dry weather 11 June. [}lcr(. ~V€M'm't[its”n
ft has peen tﬁl;e exceptic naly ﬁ‘;n remember having 1O kill of [.“Su}; lht.rw( m"ldlile’
o jrchen thev i -insects normally enefits Wi >
e flyl kH-Ch ta plentlful supply of in it

Sometimes the Good Guys Wip!

We get 60 used to reporting bad news that when good n
e 14 Ao el ew

6 Comes
ar for many

it can be somewhat of a surprice :
: a eurpriee. May |, with my fine : 1|
im i : } Y tihgers dlong
part '?;you a tale which certainly bucked up my G{‘JJiri'“ l’u\jhl ly crosg, J" ;%“‘f’se fly in m(sg y B ean and hingry ve
ere have been a number of planning applicati A : umans WETE 597 must have beenaleal ot o ve O v spiders and frogs.
ihg applications, for | bt herefor 19 d how badly affected werc my P Al
or ho andt derc amediate visible effect was the lack of buttertlies
. and cause the DIOsS( TS

; Using, o 1 :
8 public ingliry fnmy 8190, end of July, e

ce the surl started (O shine d
d Small Tortois€

wdieia blrb “"3 E;rgc whites and shells but never any
8

land owned by Cheadle Royal Hospital. The outcome wa
as
kshire when I was

which | attended, i :
(I took ill that g'emngjﬁrtc;::ﬁﬁgfan | was only there for the firet
B 4 cAl \i:aseot for the devclg enm[n:)gh po be able to cross (:)%iir CLW mninsl: e | the Al in mid-Yor
good evidence on the wildlife of tﬁec e £y G.Cmmc”- We h,ad:;:mr lozfnlcor?c?(s, ‘except on a Car i u:i-nelzlvir]igngd beauties
butterflies, collected over several cai';c' particularly on birds dt:: ? ?e,l}nost mowing ’O"g{}e‘ }slgigec?l{ng Svfifts appeared to be as numerous as usual
qur)mell only visited the site once, in ilat & by a local naturalist, ,»-){4 Surpngmgly;tfdw rooftops. Quite wﬁerc their roost is, 1 haven't yet
opinion that there was little of wil’dlife' e 1997 bt was of Hl: above the b to r:h(e:re is St. John's church tower nearby, gracing a Victorian
There was much local o os'ﬁ'mteregt End. i discover%le{ndgned last winter because of structural failure. Because the Swifts
:hc area #Hdcr‘ threat is one ofiﬁc flc:«? gpt; th propoeed development; z?al;recclll aall summer, | assumed that the high-flying insects they feed on remained
emaine free of buildin i paces in the vicinity which ' . i 2
s S W?tgr%eej :e local people had legal rcprceeml,;?t{imm'h plentifulm the early summer I visited shops near Safeway, just off wilbraham
good for the inquiry inspecto €% said at the inquiry but it must ha i I Road, and discovered a small bank supporting a surprising variety of wildlife
Aa . al ooz r refused planning permission galcon including Cinnabar Moth caterpillars (which are black-an -yellow-ﬂsmped and
9908 IS : only teed on Ra wort). In my experience, they are programmed to climb upward
t%\ey have eaten aﬁ the buds etc. above them, they tend to wither
the stage of having devoured all the

develo i 6, and let ue i
clopment in the Heald Green A W a.\t‘:P“f; tf*g? ie the last of only, so when
Ha got Sainsburys & John anc( Hie. These caterpillars had just reached
lis centre, some theme plant buds, so 1 icked as many caterpillar-laden bare stalks as I could, popped
them in a plastic bag and took them home to my caterpillar-less garden Ragworts.
ound that the bank had been

he horth of Cheadi
A g The following week I returned to the shops and foun
mown bare - presumabl?z on City Council instructions. The caterpillars fattened in
1 s until next June.

my garden and eventuaily disappeared, hopefully into chrysalise
f smell as, unlike

It is possible that their sense of sight is better than their sense O
hich emphasises their

most moths, they only fly (and meet) in strong sunlight, w

shocking 11)11111( colouring. Ulunissabie!
1 rief appearance in my back

on e one insect bonus of the summer was a b
fcen, one sunny mid-August afternoon, of a large dragontfly, about three inches
awker - Ed.). This was the

;* 2 c?rl‘own with blue body bands (probably a Brown H
a%?nﬂa{ I saw on the Anson in 1977, so 1 checked with one neighbour I
h\;& o also has a pond, but he was sure he has no dragonflies. Another
ne our has a new, _small swimming pool.i. s,
al Note - During the iast two summers | have noticed an aimost compiete
lse’s attention? However,

of house flies. Has this come to anyone
hen insects were scarce. in the

‘have been periods, in 1997. W

times they were abundant (as at Wigan Flashes in late August).

sects on which birds, and other animals, feed are difficult to see. |

hing Swifts feeding low aiong the River Tame, as | stood on the

m-_Stai&bndge (a magnificent sight; well worth a visit), and

sn.  On the matter of dragonflies being seen in ponds,

- to spot. In 1986 | managed to catch one

my garden pond; sheer luck really. It was

ng Qayllght hours, while | was near the

‘the change at night and | was lucky

d photograph, the event.
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sites to visit
ACCesse

and spring
butterflies.

5

o

1beo

Some respe mde

WCHE,

essed by rail to one of the
given in Magpie 41. Th

any time of year; autumn ‘
& summer for wildflowers and

Kingfishers are present and Common
Blue & Gatekeeper butterflies are abundant. If you do
not wish to go on your owin, why not join Us On our
organised walk on Saturday the 30th May (see events
list). Abney Hall Park is well worth a visit. Easily
accessed from Cheadle centre, along Manchester
Road, turn right down lane just before the railway bridge. Foll

lane, past the lake and turn right along tarmac path g wowithe

playing field) is the South marsh where, in lune fh.; Marsh & ¢

Spnlh‘ﬂ’ Orchids put on a fine display. The 71ay i/umdbm \ , (11‘(( Ommon

s also worth a study, as is most of the rest of the mrk“ &l

variety of butterfly species. g ek

We will be recommending other wildlife sites in the ne

if you have any favourites why not let us know

Annual Generalﬁe;{ing

2
%

o

: %LDL\f@
the official notice of th
lester Wildlife. e

- - e e
wildlife Sites to Visit
nts to the readers suroey asked for an article o)
Here are a few suggestions: Wigan Flashes oy

7 § y i . $7€ eq
Wigan stations. Directions to the i1,

e area is worth vistting at
n & winter for birds

25th April 1998

At Parrs Wood Centre for Rural

Education

Parrs Wood Lane, East Didsbury

Start 12.30pm Prompt
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Annuag ieneral Meeting

AT 8T Dis uai Accounts will be

the n i se .
e try to attend; at the

; . toe
ne of thosf; two plea nsure we are quorate.

s se contact us by pho

e _ phone.

o rgg‘ we “élﬂ beléél:;e;ldmg the Schumaker Lecture
er Centre v ecret, Director of Friends of the

i speakers (more details on the day). There

’ €nvironmental events taking place.

tion on how to get to th '
1( [0 get to the Rural Studies
1an Brown Tel: 0161-437 7040

!u’/

On the right (past

el of path,
tere 1s a good

Xt M(lgp"e;

very

sty

|
|
i
|8

gvents and Meetings
, 7.30pm at the Old M

sS SU‘(.?CL
gration.

Meet 12 noon at
wet. Contact

Manchester.
Contact [an

wﬂdﬁfe

nien 40. - ckle i
conve 1 1-437 70 nd walk Bol:g shoes -

B = WOOC . tion. Wear St
B . _ Start 12.30pm at parrs
fiseere Meeﬂrbgood Lane, East Didsbury.

lanoor z i parrs
sawrd I Rural Education,
e fl;trgrofw(ﬁ)ln 0161-437 7040.
i 14th A ril. : ,
ails as for 4 p % o

May 195, . social Meeting - Details ”
Tuesch I%g;h ~ General Meeting - Time 7.30ijrsn at tt A it
ThurSdalFriends Meeting House basement), Centra treet,

fﬁfﬁﬁéﬁen Contact lan Brown 0161-437 7040).
saturday 30th - wigan Flashes Walk - Meet 1.
Wallgate Station. Wear strong shoes. Contact [an Brown

1998 : :
‘{‘ﬁgseday 9th - Social Meeting - Details as for 14th April.
ly 1998 _
S - Kenworthy Fields - Time 12 noon.

y
Sunday 12th - Woodland Survey _
Meet at Chorlton Water Park Visitor Centre, Maitland Avenue, Chorlton.

Contact lan Brown 0161-437 7040.
Tuesday 14th - Social Meeting - Details as for 14th April.
Thursday 30th - General Meeting - Details as for the 28th May.

Other ©vents

th to 17th May 1998 - National Bat Week - Contact Bat Conservation Trust

00pm outside Wigan
0161-437 7040.

2171-627 2629.
sf;h 1o L4th June 1998 - Wildlife Week - Contact The Wildlife Trusts 01522
at Dunham Park, pDunham

Thursd ..
Liursday 6th August - Bat Walk - Time 8.00pm
Massey in the main car park. Contact Ranger Serlx)rice 0161-941 1025.
South Manc hester wildife WA CH Events
1998

day 26th April - Park Life! - Learn about wildlife in the park and play
environmental games. 1.50-4.00pm Fletcher Moss park. Meet at 1.50pm
Fletcher Moss Park, Didsbury at the main entrance off wilmslow Road

eting point at 4pm.

the tennis courts. Collect children at same me
: 2-4pm Parrs Wood Centre for Rural

h May - Pond Life - rrs |
se wear old clothes for pond dipping-
O 1 arah ROSS [) » 448
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Useful Contacts

Chris Gordon, 01522 544400

RSNC, Urban Wildlife Partnership. i |
NW Regeional Office, Bernard Fleming. 01942 820342

English Nature....cccoceeenecnsneraces i P
Cheshire Wildlife Trust......ccoceeuree North Group. Trafford, Liz Blackman, O fl)] -962 6748
Wilmslow Group, Tony Browne. 0161-436 176]
Stockport and Tameside, Eric Stead, 0161-494 9130
Lancashire Wildlife Trust......... ....  Bolton Wildlife Project, Mick Weston, 01204 361847
Medlock & Tame Valley 5
Conservation Association....... Mildred Burlin<on. 0161-330 2721
B VS it annsns s sivnasiited ik ames Salford & Trafford, Val Sutton, 0161-872 7640 (day)
Sale & Altrincham. Shelagh Aston, 0161-860 6910
Bolton, Rick Parker, 01942 817302
British Trust for Ornithology........ . Greater Manchester Recorder. Judith Smith. 01942 712615
Red Rose Forest Team......... soupbats Jonathan Woods, 0161-872 1660
REPH.oo s el vemltsh siw ks Swunhys s’ Bolton Group, Tony Johnson, 01204 468850
Manchester Group.Simeon Rydz. 0161-434 2720
Stockport Group. Tony O'Neil, 0161-223 8987
Bat Groups....... XA R L South Lancashire. Angela Graham, 0161-797 4745
Cheshire, Mike Freeman, 01606 41581
Butterflies/Moths.......... ooy B Barry Shaw. 0161-491 0753
Mammals/Insects...c..ccceeeenvennnene Bolton Museum. Steve Garland. 01204 522311
Amphibians/Ponds......cccccuvvnnneeee. Dave Bentley, 0161-724 8602
Mersey Valley Wardens................ Sale, 0161-905 1100. Chorlton, 0161-881 5639
Croal/Irwell Valley Wardens........ Nicky Greek, 01204 571561
Stockport Countryside
Ranger Service........c.coeevossonse 0161-477 5637
Trafford Council....... e Sali WL Roz Park. 0161912 4174
Manchesier Sustainability Group... Adrian Pearce, 0161-234 4594
Manchester Recycling Officer........ Pete Stevens, 0161-234 4629
Manchester FoE........... 0161-834 8221
Networking Newsletter................ Michael Bane. 01457 871609
Visions Community Design.......... Judith Mottram, 0161-834 6309
Parrs Wood Centre for
Rural Education........... sssesesee  JO Frazer, 0161-445 4566
You are welcome to reproduce anything contained within "The Magpie”. with an acknowiedgement

The "Magpie” is the newsletter of Manchester Wildlife. The opinions expressed within its pages are not
necessarily those of Manchester Wildlife. Every effort is made to ensure that the information in the
Magpie is correct. Anyone who undertakes a project based on the information contained in the Magpie
does so at their own risk.

MARC (Manchester Area Resource Centre) - The place for Community Printing
and computer work. ® 0161-839 0839. 2830 Edge Street, Manchester M4 1HN
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