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"rhe Excellent Newsletter of Manchester Wildlife.'
John Vidal, Environment Correspondent,
The Guardian.

%< Number 41 - - Autuma/Winter 1997

o
c0
CG
=

Standing up for Wildlife  =q |
in Greater Manchester __ OOP

T sl
ssxliEnafy b
1 3

I

r 3 S
,"
AN \\\‘\‘

it N [V
L ’fll
i y 4 - T
A=\
S dply o A PR ST T S 44.\.&_4_.-\.73&

sy M L2 RS




Send in
YOUR Story

| ’
tord
: Editor’s Office 0161-437 70490

summer Topted mostdy of butterflies bur this
!he : dmgeasmycommerhasbmh?&
sidﬂablg!%'aded @t had a fit in the
gocms s better now). Antwork can

scannedmsolcanpmﬂmgmepot
glway. Ym’!lbesegi:gsomgeold

anew guise, which may be recognised
spring of some of our more long-
g L g

Even deskiop publis is
m:iﬁﬁtyso,whmlgetﬂmh}ifgoﬁg
out for a snazzier more up to date

re sure t0 be amazed.
quality of the content will
not suffer; it would be rather pointless to

rubbish, however smart it looked.

wildlife WATCH, the network of
natural history societies for children,
has had a branch in South Manchester
for somewhat over a year. We have
had a lot of fun, with as many children
we can cope with brought to most
meetings, and have learned quite a lot,
about wildlife, certainly, but mostly
about children.

Kids live in a paradoxical
world where dn?fliuﬂre is ‘concerned.
They see wonde: TV programmes,
have beautiful picture books and are
taken to wildlife centres, birds-of-prey
sanctuaries, model farms, sea-life
centres, butterfly breeders and what
have you. But they are taken every-
where by car, are closely supervised
and probably spend less time than we
did mucking about in odd corners no-
ticing what is under their noses. They
may have held a Barn Owl on their
wrist, but don’t recognise a Bluetit in a
bush. They will recount to you what
they have heard about the Kalahari
desert or the Peregrine Faleon, but can
they tell a Scots Pine from a Yew?
Working with a play-group in Moss
Side, I took children blackberrying in
Hough End Fields. Some of them were
very suspicious at First. “Mum doesn’t
let me eat things off bushes.” “How do
you know it isn’t poisonous?” But they
took to it and ended up purple all over.

We meet once a month,
usually on a Sunday afternoon at Parrs
Wood Rural Studies Centre, where we
have the run of a couple of classrooms.
These are a refuge in inclement
weather, and a place where we can do
craft work, see slides and examine
portable specimens. But real wildlife is
out of doors, isn't it? So we constantly
use the Rural Studies compound. I feel

g
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. Why NotJomn
South Manchester
wildife WATCH
by Alan Pinch*

to visit other habitats, and this causes
some little complications. My col-
leagues tell me that the programme, to
be attractive, needs to announce an
interesting theme for each meeting.
Bats, amphibians, garden mammals;
that sort of stuff. The trouble is, will
wild creatures show up when you want
them to? I remember an embarrassmﬁ
half-hour trampling round in the dar}
pretending we were detecting fasci-
nating sounds. The promised bat-
detector was not produced on the
night, and the weather conditions
caused the bats to take a night off. As
any old teacher will tell you, the ca-
gacity to improvise is essential. “X and

are going to be late arriving with the
stuff, Alan. Can you do something
with the children for about half an
hour?” We got them to run round in
circles being planets, while a little boy
and I described an ellipse of high ec-
centricity in the role of comet Hale-
Bopp. {Are comets wildlife? Don’t be
pedantic; 'm past caring.)

As we all know, the real joys of
nature observation are often unex-
pected. Be quiet and patient and no-
tice what happens to be there. But
these are hard lessons for children to
leamn, and we must compromise. It’s
got to be fun or they won’t be there
next time,

To my mind the best moments
are when you do succeed in getting the
children to make their own observa-
tions in the field. Yes the caterpillars
were there on the ragwort. The kids
did succeed in finding the old nest.
They counted how many seconds the
grebe spent under water. And so they
will to notice more and more.

__But you are more likely to be
lucky if you are well prepared. What is
on my mind today is this. Will the
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e B D on the Day? And

% the spiders I am daily ob-
B ey B e he book
says? es wild creatures just
don't seem to have learned their parts

ﬁeadersaresureto have no-
ticed the atmosphere of panic there is

about all aspects of child
mam -go-lucky lot we

no Giant causes a

nasty rash)? An
e need for sy Of course, there is

mmmmﬁm
Although we

Members be interested to know I
have beenm?omg ;13:1 bit to try and
safeguard our MOSS TESOUICES.

mesé::.gtﬂus was'z:n article in
the Heaton Reddis me
this June = “Let’s brighten up Reddish for
the Millennium”. The scheme in ques-
tion was a Town Hall operation to
brighten up the North Reddish Renewal
Area by d ing nearly 400 free floral
hanging and baskets to people’s

el e e
was a s ea to bri up
neighbourhoods with floral displays but,
aware that both peat and moss are
commonly used in hanging baskets, I
was perturbed that no mention was
made of the nature of the materials used
in these particular baskets. Peat, of
course, is being very much over-
exploited for use in horticulture with
environment; over 94% of lowland bogs
intheUKel"i’avealreadybé?desmyed
or damaged, so it is crucial to protect
what we still have. Also,asﬂleuP';gem

baskets grows apace, moss is

COmMpost, as
dfal subsd-

where all § Council’s plants are

wi. He co; ed that a waste wool
product had been used rather than moss
- this is apparently onl! available
commerdally, but felt and cardboard
products can be obtained, for domestic
use, from garden cenires, whilst DIY
materials such as old woollen clothes,
carpets or newspaper can also serve the

e.

Regarding peat, he said that
al iig?rhagmgbeenusedasaﬁllerm
the baskets, no peat from SSSIs was ever
used, and most of the peat used was
sedge peat which, he claimed, was a type
of peat that s fairly plentdful and
therefore less with over-
gxtg}:gkig;iton. He strmmyessed, however, that

were Co; ent-
ing with peat alternatives and that al-
th coir had proved a disaster, they
hag somesucc&ssw’r_thbadeysuaevg
and were curremtly trying compost:
woodbarzkﬂm had been

I my es
worthwhile in ﬂm?‘ﬁl made the
Council aware that their activities, in this
respect, were being noticed and I had
made some of the readers of the local

aware that there was a

got about peat, as I would like
to have heard that Stockport has definite
plans to phase out the use of this mate-
rial. However, I do not have enough
information, at present, to pursue this
matter further with the Coundil, and 1
am wondering if any other members
couldhgpmehene. Does anyone know
a Council which has given up the use of
peat and, if so, what are they using as an
alternative? Iread a le of years
that Chester City Counci hadsxgncdatﬁ
“Peatland Protection Charter”, commit-
tlngmemtophasmgoutﬂxeuseof

and I am currently trying

with this commitment. lfmyme_g;
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that the 25% figure was theirs. However, she had since undertaken a further
survey and, s e, surprise, the “damaged” areas had shown signs of recovery,
and the official e of “damaged”, and hence untransplantable, land is now only
12%.

You may be surprised to know that this new figure has received no
publicity from the Airport! Mind you, they’re still using the figure of 50,000 new
jobs to be created, despite the fact that this figure was admitted to be grossly

exaggerated at the Pgélnquhy!
Are you still shopping £
at Sainsburys? Poiler

Those newer members amongst you may not realise it, but Man-
chester Wildlife insﬂf:ted a boycott against Sainsburys many years

o. This followed their destruction of Bruntwood Hay Meadows
%.l.l’.). a nationally rare habitat, by the building of their Cheadle
superstore.

Sainsburys have always told their customers that they are an
“environmen friendly” shop, encouraging them to "save the

lanet” by shopymi at their stores. When you have fought to save a
utiful habitat like Bruntwood, and then seen it trashed in the
name of "greed”, that 'Lust sticks in my throat.

However, another of their “environmental halos” has just
fallen. They have been, and still are, informing their customers that
they care by insisting that their cosmetics and toiletries are not tested
on animals. They adopted a “fixed cut-off date” policy - that they
wouldn't allow ingredients tested after a certain date to be used in
their products. Sainsburys have now changed that policy to a “five
year rolling rule” - which means that ingredients tested less than five
Z:ars ago will not be allowed, but those tested over five years ago will

. Thus, ingredients not allowed this year will be allowed next year,
and so on. This is a step backwards, and is an outrageous betrayal, not
only of the laboratory animals who have to endure the suffering and
torture, but also of their customers who believe their claims.

It is important to remember that most ingredients have been
tested on animals at some time in the past and that it is essential, if
we are to stop the unnecessary and c cruelty to animals, for all
companies to have a fixed cut-off date, as this is the only true way to
disco current and future animal testing.

mﬁy have Sainsburys betrayed the animals and their cus-

It seems they found a couple of ingredients in their products
been recently tested on animals. So, rather than do the
thing and remove these products from sale, they did the
onourable thing and cganged their policy so that they

-' m Autumn/Winter 1997 - Page 7



wouldn't lose out on their profits, Unbe
promoting these products as “eruelty free”| uev‘bly' th
So, I urge you to boycott (or continue
and more importantly let them know
Enclose receipts from other sh

= Saingj,
OpPs to show thep, tl}l,ator doing
words, but they are losing customers,
“SAINSBURYS - FRESH IDEAS - MORE ANIMAL, TESTING)»
12 It has just been announced (Wednesd
g:ip dxemcovmmem arejttlgtsto all animal testing fors X0 Nov
it looks as if Barry Home’s Jaﬂ

Cosmetics immed;
-based hunger strike did ha
this because of the new Labour e Wy

ately. So
an effect, Boro
ent backing-out arry
promise to review all animal testing. He st?&ped only aftg;l tﬁﬁﬂé‘f}’ election
to meet several of Barry’s colleagues to cuss the ma;
not too pleaseq. to note that the

€Mmen;
tter. H

ent were hoping to acm‘é‘“rf‘é?g‘“*
Panies, rather than by legislaro

0, so keeg
item which stated tha

Tree Planting to Tree (Felling.
e i g haker, icans s, Hodoelnuing; el 3
v The people who eame de-
thinlzaouael-llwi;m- ing on and were oboiously
""M::w“‘d‘“' ;mmnokﬂﬂd-
A M‘l,,”.”rluadnlinﬁ the weather was marcellous;

s o wani to earry on - a
ther-wise mual!,w:udllu track and a hwr
wea " o o tipping!
R hat the major cop, ma‘ha I;Il;mgwokcmh piles of n‘:ifl;:und our
~drﬂl!)hav2“881'eedtoavoluntaw ReiAy Fowever, as the Fowever, soon >,
watching this space. darting at  seloes in a pateh of young
mr;mml Just read with dismay that the “Sght” over the Fallowgig AnthonY  walk was
- Sldlngssite,betweenTescoandSainsb ust been “won” by the
llm,wlnaresoontocometoaﬁnalagreementwithBﬁﬁshRaﬂPro
shopkeeper,

woodland, and we were almost
7,00 pm and the P dnlaﬂ'!ll‘.“ away,
perty Board weather  {forecast . s
Otnonceagamtothegrwdofthelarge > i elear

 Aind if Michael (Fish eould
advoisable not to let e
. ;:klzcw In late
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as the GMWDA (Greater Man-
ghufster Waste Dis Authority)

ir much

m#MMmmmwmgam Wy maje, mﬁﬁeﬁw&amﬁggﬂmg
e ey md”'mw‘"dmalﬂtman (or “maybe we'll bulld one or two less

yet to diseoover, ‘ua&wmanddcmﬂ,wm“kbguw incinerators than we've already
tramsport. &amamrm@whmm publi golal;llleled fo}rl”as?jrgcise) m{ nweisnt
order to see what clae it has to offer. amm% i Withington, that to be next to the

1amee - if you don’s, mﬂmhunw&atyoumm‘inzd“”“

tor’s Note: g"l:lyﬁgor;d that - but you didn’t mengc;githe\“
. ture

Ed Visit to Y,
d Bolton, to view the pub e
gg’ggﬂ)ﬁreenwoo&n Group ~quite a day! Made by

ock tower in Didsbury - not
tclllatlocal-mdmisthenearesta il-
able after Somerfields discontinued
theirs because of vandalism and
“nuisance”.

At this rate, the distances be-
tween recycling facilities and people’s
homes is going to result in many g
up the idea - particularly the or
so, of the population in Greater Man-
chester\ng;? re% not have access toa car,

ection, it appears to me
that it is yet another facet of the su-

permarkets’ increasi ant

domination;  surel ms]tge alxgous

amounts of money they are now mak-

ing (whilsh ;&eﬁnumng a lot of established
sho

small out of business)

OWs a considerable onus on them

to take some responsibility for the

huge product generates.
time as an int

planning permission, they

were to provide
ﬁcﬂhm (amﬁ?ot reqmnl%

ot too much trouble). Otherwise,
Customers

,‘“ eere Fase All The Bottle Banks Gone?

By Bufo Low Bob

and the pollution they cause, to the
impact they have on small traders who
cannot compete with their commercial
muscle. If they at least provided ac-
cessible re facilides to the
community they would make a start to
redress the balance of what is, at pre-
Sent, a very one sided relationship.

¥4

Manchester City recycles only 2% of its
waste; that certainly is not good
enough! Stockport manages 6%; not

good en but much better. It is a
great hy t Stockport has over 100
acgemltnh recycling facilities which

y located near shops
and other convenient places. Tge
€co-centre, at the old Road
tp Is another great step forward. This
is a new facility which takes in all sorts
of unwanted materials for -
Aswellastheusnalbotﬂes,cans and
; garden or waste, textiles,
SE;, motor vehicle oil and ﬁatterl&s,
rubble, books, cardboard, scrap metal
and plastic are also taken. This should
further increase Stockport’s recycling

rate,
“Households in England and
Wales discard a total of 24 million
tonnes of solid waste each year
(enoufgh to fill Wembley Stadium every
day of the year), In round figures, this
is nearly one tonne per household a
KgaratacostofoverESSperhouse-
Id, and it costs about one billion

pounds of mxpa{ers’ money to dispose
of...Another 415 million” tonnes of
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P Tuppence a bBag

tmrswmuumwwawmmem
when Mary Doppins were a lass? These days it
will be a Hitle more expensive but it°s still well
worth doing. Humans reed central heatirg to
® Keep waIT, In wirter, or at least a good fire. Al
birds need to keep thesm warm is plenty of food, ang
= mamum- If you have provided the
, | pirds with plenty of cosy bushes, in your garder, you
will wart to be sure that they have larders fall of food
to help them through the winter. Nuts, fruit and seed
,  shoutd be a varied encugh menu but try 1o serve it up In

effective such a way that you won’t be giving out food parcels for the
mm"egh“g"ﬂd- : noards of local squltrels. If you put the food contalness in a
Dont throw things away if they canbe e only alternative i landi, wire cage which had holes, big enough for smait birds but
repaired or put to further good use. oy o S G g Bl oLt to0 small for the rodents, that should do the trick. You will
&P day. We would soon have no cour. pe doing your bit to ensure that the birds will survive to

’ tryside left! To those of us who love preed in the spring and summmer.
When there is no other option but to the open spaces and the wildlife which it used to be thougit that it was not a good Kdea to
throw something away, make sure it  thrives there, it does not bear thinking feed birds in the summer as nestiings cannot digest nuts. It
further good use. g, o is now believed that the parent birds have nmore sense than
A T T to feed thelr young unsuitable food. They may eat the food

you put out themselves but will continue to provide their
chicks with natural food, such as caterpiliars and seeds.

e ?\5 Heard on Radio
fhe 10th (12.25pm), o Wednesday the 12th (6.30pm), of No-
fember oxx Redivs 4. Thye froive oo tyst of Hnity, former Chpir-

L euter Whildlife. She tonk peart in the Soudly Wlest

Mildboarin” competing for & place i the semi-finals.

S ivintiesy. Hnity fuiled to grin a position high enough to

ees frther in the quiz. This fons & moprise as she foas m

er I Mildlife’s wmidefeated team in fie
{ Gaumirgsive @iz Mioc e covspetion

er 1997 - Page 13




ubject which is a "J’ MQl't
D\ " istle too global for airing in a local urban Mvon
\ *Lildlife newsletter, but we have never let that en
stop us before. The literal translation for this
g8 | ;acural phenomenon is “The Christ Child” and it was so
¥/ samed because it was first recorded just prior to
e . Briefly, what happens is this. The warmest
sty ammuof sea water in the world is normally situated in the
aiady acific Ocean, to the north of Australia. This global hot
—l wmphcebycoldoceananmts which flow, in a westerly
et # ﬁu!ylﬂIGSouthAma'lcan continent. However, every five years or so,
direction, sken and this causes the area of warm water to drift over to
duecoldmw’”m‘“ﬁom one side of the Pacific Ocean to the other. This is a long
%mbem dramatic climate changes can, and do, ensue; not only
m acific region but in Africa and further afield.

featured in the media, recently, mainly because an El
e i o
2 Pettifer was stunning. My most abiding memories of the pro-

o me will be the dust storm in Melbourne, a cloud slowly enveloping the city,
o the ﬂngmofm,ﬂmndeﬂngdawnﬂwmainmeetofatownin

South America. Also, to see once

fertile areas of Australia reduced to
saddening. Farmers forced to give up the land

comes from transport. “In the past 20 years the car mileage for
ing 8855 cripled....Su have driven up ‘food miles’ - food transport
wgro?frlng portion of the European freight sector.” Foreign holidays
is the fastest- 2 phcnomﬂml increase in the last 30 years, some people flying
pave ul‘ldefxot;l“,ﬂe or more times a year. Can we afford to be so selfish when
broad Moo;hef parts of the world are suffering severe hardship because of our
op med onism? The answer to that question is, of course, NO!
wanton ;lfwe are to be entirely selfish, it is worth considering the effect 21 Nino
the climate of the British Isles. Imagine a force that can move an
m,eaacmssanemh'eocean; almost half way round the world. What
Mdcould it have on the Gulf Stream? Could Britain be turned into a tropical
effect a desert or could the Gulf stream be diverted and make our climate
%? Whatever the effect, can we risk it? NO we can’t! 'm sorry, Man-
ou might as well stop building Runway Il because thete will have
Wrﬁu&mm air travel. I'm sorry, Mr. Sainsbury, Mr Tesco, Mr
Marks & Sparks (et al) you'll have to abandon your out of town stores so that we
can return to local shopping. Changes will have to be made. “1997 is a critical
ymforslbbal action on climate change. In December governments will meet at
the Climate Summit in Kyoto, Japan, to discuss legally-binding international
agreements for cutting greenhouse gasses. The outcome of the Kyoto Climate
summit will affect us all for generations to come. It’s time for governments and
industry to take decisive action to stop dangerous climate change before it’s too
late. Earth Summit H, in New York, in June ended up with very little movement
towards agreement to tackle the threat to climate change, largely because of

does this portend? If food pro-

successful lobbying on the US Congress by the fossil fuel industry. We must do
everything we can to ensure this doesn’t happen again.”™

We urge you tow.rrite to:

the. White: houes. 1600  Bebumce HoLie ovinisier

W %vamsylvmna %vcumfosNo\h(I) l;_r:s_mle: Mimsw&’s (%gg,

an sk bim 15 Chiyoda m
Wy SR X NG




Government to follow through on
its election promises to stop such
ents where they damage Sites

of ial Scientific Interest. Action
in this area will be a test of the
Government’s green election pro-
i a measure of its interest
in protecting our sadly diminished
iidlife. Please write to Michael
Meacher to ask him to live up to his

promises. _ ®
Tony Juniper,
Campaigns Director, FoE

: gﬁ‘w i }i;é’ww .fm" i

wildlife d Hatfield Moors, in
restoration occur Yorlrgﬁiréa? are home to thousands
jears could 5 of insects, intetnation@llg impor-
populations of Nightjar and

tant
t lowland bog habitats
%eﬁigﬁﬁ s oi’vet Enfxl;sh Niitoee

has proposed
eachpsite - 100 ha of Thorne and
cly 500 ha of Hatfield. The
reason is that it is not prepared to
stand up to commescial pressure
ingtons, the peat com-
to sce the site

s -
Vrite t0

de-notifying part of

' t
N[ell %,ewﬁt the

to MoOwW

Martins saw) s ]
zer v Wagtal

al hay cut, the usual Grey Wagta
E zgtmul; wasythe House Martins circling

by Mo Mea(\

Tough for ou

: f End Cloy;
Wé ﬂfﬁ%egnacte%?ﬁgthe main sight 10 870" % om other parts of the world on
in evi

British ma;;ﬁﬁfmo ur of the great effort of their epic
inter.

s € es were not

X:er egd- tIhAfﬁca for th% I\:Gg “his STOTY.

Lheir way b let them con i

et et men dowm there i L e

Martif Jartﬁé}: Of course, 1t’5t¥)zmdg€;tgtr£th those bits of wood anf(li metal?

partn VL But what are klesy They're going to cut the hay mea e 7

Mare B 1L Rakes and €io rely on Manchester wildlife; you can oSt ¢ #

o Esﬂller' e Sir!l Zﬁ;lcb;nthgn Every time we come past Hough En

- Tough, there they are cutting (e bayl wh. All that
Clough, ; nlace to feed up for the journey sout i

wartin Bell et greats F;he insects. Lovely grué»! Hang on there’s an-
cutting -
Y mdgreé I;lr:ll(;ttl\)/soagfet‘rhl::}n, how will they manage to cut all

Magtin Jarvis g::ttgg:s- are they here for the week? pr—

. Ouestions, questions, young Jarvis! Of course, usually
Martin LUtRET chgftwo turn up but I think they’ll manage. And no, they’re not
he week, only one day.
Martin Bell }(ﬁ?efro fsttage left,k’pu:sued by Sparrowhawk) That was close!
o You see, they don't need to cut it all. The idea is to remove as

much of the hay as possible, so reducing the fertlity and en-
couraging a greater variety of wildflowers and more insects.

Martin Jarvis:  You do know a lot Uncle Bell! So all that work by Manghester
Wildlife will make Hough End a better place for us Martins?

Martin Bell:  Well, thank you young Jarvis, but I don’t know as much as Father
Luther; he’s been coming here longer than I have.

Martin Luther: Quite true. Yes, Hough End has improved since I first started

coming here and I think it’s mostly down to the work done by
Manchester Wildlife. The place used to be covered in that nasty
Himalayan Balsam. It’s much better now!

Will we be back next year?

: Thope so. 'm getting a little long in the beak now but I would

enjoy just one more summer in Sweden.

More optimism Father Luther: of course you will. Where to
next? Cannock Chase I think!

L unison) Cannock Chase it is!

, Stockport recorded. Thes j
; ¥ d? weeés, but I—{edgeegl(vas\:r %?Eﬂgéélﬁ“v’v’h?&g
it rare in these parts. This year they

n

owered from ear’ 3‘{“})’ Noverr-
do this; are the
| plants thnvg

S
o SRS
VEement e V\FneS; Common D

T _one.
'? They are do¥n§ ?)ﬁhaﬂ;g ak

€m must cost 4 fortune. We
ul;lnéﬂshave




— Membership Renewals

: . ; av
(e SRS : i icle that you will read in Magpi gLion develo Space
This may not be the m"s.éimeres’tmg '?'mou wantyto keep up to date \g:v‘:tlﬁ , g‘x’flﬂ%m&o I%tcheser Mpgepnie has
but it’s well v;?nﬂh o; g;g subscription f;om. hTo pttx)tegoudup to da}:c, since %‘ﬁwﬁ : fum{an lgstss 0
what is happening { iptions have n due in the s; 4 1CCe 1 €11
Manchester Wildlife Stf',ﬁfid ’sll’;li:c;lgtured that, if someone joined laflcnilg bmﬁnsfpr{ygﬁy m%ﬁauﬁ%ened to fh’““’l‘;
month that 2 membcég?askea to renew early in the next year, but a year ‘%1, is, mlleslfrgé there, @ ngeg and
the year, they ‘ggg] with this system is that it takes a very long time to heen O ama‘{‘} {s mostly hi
m o(jtﬂe 'gh members’ subs are due when the reminders go out with peritag® fgﬂ "
¥ : : utk? gecent ss Ensemble
e Ma%"”iave your treasurer much work, it has been decided that we wenincluded ﬁnflle toBtmfle campa;
e annual subscription system. This will mean that all dona! theltr 1997), giving a
should pa'udgg ;ﬁ | be due at the start of the year. hYou do notlhave to lrenew giﬂél ceuag“vim e ;. ,,2; T?y'fe
- you may wish to pay earlier or slightl all jsing money 0 XEEF
on the dot of the ﬁ‘;sotnogﬁl;fy@hyo joinezli in the last four months ogf thg e, and TAR0 to have
later. As 8 CONSERET 1o pay a subscription in the year following, but at ey  also seen ass a
yeat, they will not have to pay : e o hé Council to actually p
the start of the year after. For example, if your subs are due in October scqused” 11 S0P TT3 “4th September
1807, you would not pay in 1998 but in January 1999. 1 hope that s clear pr Gvironmenal Planning i
* i ive one subscription reminder wi 1S . copy) W.
iewgagﬁmxlaicg]dggs m]gorgce o 1, went out vgith the summer edition. gfee e entiontng Hoﬂﬁéloyde,
% ions will be for those members whose subscriptions are shows grea ithe ie) l;s(ggg
due in Sm, October, November or December, and who paid their worries SUmmer prl?;%gm}on for
1997 membership fee in advance. If you receive two membership re- weak 10 gs - something O
i i u have not yet paid for anuary-August), we have been onl
minders it means that you have not yet paid for 1997 (J Augus ers b nly
wuu]dlikéyéutbmﬁnue{ﬁbe members an%y;eethmlgyou are still there. many meetings wi
Of course, if you are not still there you won 't be read B ' " (Manchester
As béfore, members will Teceive two T s before thtilé' mléar %ﬁ{ ?_kmg
mal A , 3 EIS 0 e
memhas nt, writing letters t0 Michael
& and even seems to have
could become an “in-

1 de back

Gorton }:Ieritage i
Trial ’

z3

by Anthony Phelps

Fve nor written about this befors, b,
cause it’s something that is ‘a‘}y s
on the agenda of our group. we we
consulte§ by Counm{lllor fa{r}n:s Ay
ut this project 1o develo heritage
A ldlife trail along the length of thie
Gore Brook. As | had never VRIS tne
area o C:‘e, 1 WEIIL U uic vveunn et
t a small
11th October 1997, and met a sma
band of locals. The we unllms‘fgzﬁ:‘*}
from Sunny Brow Park across niyac
Road by Brookfield Church, endm(g up
first surface ‘ewdenﬁe of }lze
Brook beside Gorton Lower REsErvoil.
e T was, struck bi' the beauty of
this linear walk, with p i}nty of trees, a
meadow area, a spectacular graveyarc
with the Brook bagglmg through it, and
other different but exciting habitats.

- Why I wanied o becoimne iil-
volved was to make sure that wildlife
interests were to the fore, and I have to
report that I have no worries on this at

. At the second public meeting
which Rob and | attended, the const-
tution was decided, and there were
only two objectives, one mentioning
e T

ms eir aims are OK with
Manchester Wildlife.

Last Saturday (15th Novem-

ber) 1 was on site hélping them on a

Pubf lic Work Day. ﬁdg'-ing-up one patch

3,0“’%?31"63’.&5- . Some people were

] e e “tidying up” the work
ould be done nsensitively, However,
Ergjoiad called in Greater Manchester
oﬁero% nit to look over thy

. e site and
Vice prior to any work bei
undertaken. ~About 20 geonlé mfnuég
b the pimsrocrcy RouEs of work

:vas Wheh 3 Gy hlight of the

% o the Bl eron flew in
ce vemr Y are hoping to start a

ary meadow cut (on GMFIP
and this should sgart ii*?d}\zoiigl
ally we'll be able to nog

e. It would be
north and eacr
ywherel) to get



e evening of Thursday the
2 OEOttt}ll of Nove?nbgr I went to a
blic consultation meeting to —
ear about the future of waste disposal in Greater Map,.
chester. This was organised by the GMWDA who gave an
appalli resentation, to much barracking from the
assembled multitude. The fact that the acoustics in the
/ Great Hall, at Manchester Town Hall, are I;feny dire, did
88/ not help maters; hardly a word could be heard and the
” amplification didn’t improve matters. The fact that the
SE speakers representing GMaIDA did not mention waste minj.
misation was not very helpful in endearing them to the audience. The emphasis
f seemed to be on the “fact” that incineration was the cheapest, and most envyj.
’ ronmentally friendly, method of waste disposal.

The presentation from the Friends of the Earth was much better; very
simple, “What do you want?” - “More waste minimisation and recycling!” - “When
do you want it?” - “Now!” When it came to the turn of the audience to ask
questions and make comments, the overwl}ehn_m%conclusmn was that nobody
wanted incineration; there is enough pollution in Manchester without making it
worse. Furthermore, it was obvious that if we went down the incineration route,
waste minimisation and recycling would take a back seat. The idea is that in.
cineration plants would be used for power generation; admirable, you might think
but there are cases where local authorities haye been fined for not providing
enough rubbish to feed the flames. This would act as a disincentive to finding
ways to reduce the amount of waste. ;

One obvious aspect of the consultation process was that it had received
. This is not unusual on these occasions; the fewer people who know

will be the comments that need to be taken into consideration.

bout this public consuitation exercise? Probably not! However it’s
own. Pop down to your local library; ask for

faf(x'gaa eater Manchester”; give it the once
Of 1S. You‘vegot until the

; > by Malcolm
Practice

unlikely sounding name for a preposed development
u -~ mAVI\ln an. Xn indoor ski slcg)e with real (artificial) r;now,
- ndoor leisure faci%ties and parking for 5000 vehicles. No wonder then,
withother 3 application came into the Wigan PlannmziDgpartment theoy thought
that when the I?n ding them up and did not, at first, take it seriously. Of course,

someoﬂcf mkse";? seriously, eventually (probabally soon after they had stopped

they diC, "

auslm’gr' : e proposed development is a very pleasant area of open
: he S;;Sdoistg wlil e corridor in the Wigan Unitary Development P%a_n
o ‘-1855%055 the road west of Pennington Flash. From a brief visit, | would
P) %ﬁ; t it is a good wildlife site; in late September I saw Speckied Wood
asse:;m es and a Kestrel hunting over one of the wild meadows. The variety of
baugitats stream, ponds, hedgerows and maturing woodland, also indicated the

e life value of the area. ‘ :
Of course, we are used to developers wanting to destroy our valuable
spaces but developments of such an unsustainable nature should never be
gﬁglx}ved on greenfield sites, or anywhere else for that matter. It is obvious thar it
is expecied that people would travel long distances to use such a leisure facility;
i’s not for local people. And talking about local people, there is much opposition
1o the development from that quarter. Also, there is to be a local by-election in the
ward and the Green Party have entered a candidate who is fighting on a solely

anti-development ticket!

What will be the fate of the Parrs Wood Centre
B ARR’ wocb * for Rural Education? Parrs Wood High School is
falling apart and needs replacing. Manchester City Council have decided that, as
they can't afford to build a new school (they can afford to spend millions on a
white elephant like Runway II but not on an essential like a school), they will
get private enterprise to do the job. Of course, the builders will want something
out of the enterprise. In this case they want a 15 screen multiplex cinema, indoor

g;iscgg facility, a hotel, a restaurant (in the oid stable block) and parking for plenty

A few modifications have been made to the original plans; a night club has

o L, the_ hotel has been moved a little, to save some of the orchard, and

 hoped that an access road can be moved so that it won't bisect the fine

Odiand strip which surrounds the Rural Studies site.

S0, is there a future for the Rural Studies Centre in all this? Nothing has

linalised, as yet, but there are hopes that it will be taken back into the
onal system and be part of, but independent from, the High School. It

i recieve a grant from the City Council but would not have to pay it back

ut of the stable block to the gardener’s cottage. Some of the ope
A0St but most of the woodland, and the pond, would remain. This
~abe. It is not right that the onus for running such an important
nent, which is for the benefit of the people of Manchester,
O the shoulders of volunteers, however willing.
18th of November, the Didsbury Civic Society called a
plans. We were told, at the start, that there was to
lans as that could put the whole project in
school, Under these circumstances, there
hester Wildlife delegation to remain so, after a
Gateway Hotel, to discuss, amongst other

industry.
997 - Page 21
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2 th ‘;’en I ; 3 the One Orld ~entre

1 ]
Is there any sustainab e i s

e
— ] g. We can assume, from the response we

This is the third, and final, time s t least as far as Manchester is concerned.

is no; a
have had, so far, that the answer 19 no’les. The first is a group called Emerge who ontact oo 1997
However, we Cant}}‘]mkgfzé?:{lecxaammgs out house to house collections in Fast Decﬁglb;t{l - Social Meeting - At the Old Monkey Public House, junction of
?/lm gh regrch%nﬁe;ce v?emn collect old furniture. We wish them success. For a second gggﬁan)é St,/Princ%s7s % 4r(()lonw‘rement for Piccadilly Gardens Bus & Metro Station.
ancnester. ? ( A7

Greenwood Group? : wiil 0161-4

example, how about the Bolton les pale into insignificance when compared to Jan BIO 1998 : : '
Uﬂfongpaé:%re%esgeﬁ?ggﬁhp abound. This time, let us concentrate on %ﬁgm“g)%sth_— Social Meeth[l_F - Details as for Tuesday the 9th of December

Asicasleped 2 nt, there are 58 cinema screens in Greater Manches- Thursday 29th - General Meeting - Details as for Thursday the 27th of November

multiplex cinemas. At prese

ter. If all current proposals proceed there will be 203 screens, in several cinemas Febru 0%}? - Social Meeting - Details as for Tuesday the 9th of December

ks! When was the last time you went to the Tuesday

which wiusau have wﬁ;lge Ca_’ngfﬁ' sory to go twice a week, if all these enterprises 1 t Details as for Tuesday th
pictures? Soon, it s . 33 day 10th - Social Meeting - Details as for Tuesday the 9th of December
f there was enough spare cash sloshing around in the Tuesday -
?}r’setetz(r)n?fig giflcﬁisx}e %Kgréi;ne?erAll these ne\gv cinemas may ‘;ﬁ"‘f{te new jobs, not Xh‘:{sildf ggth o Thursa{ay e
: ; t ensate for the environmental damage they will P e - i
5;351.} OR: Axlxlltegnc;; %&eggrnggn once said. “We can'’t all make a living ho}iding Lmsday 14th So'cia! Meeting - Details as for Tuesday the 9th of December
open doors for one another.” Woodland Management - We hope to carry out at least one of these tasks,
Emerge - c/o 12 Little Lever Street, Manchester. M1 1HR - Tel: | robably in the Merse '—}/ 8 , during tgte Febanazy or March. Please contact fan
0161-232 8014. Free furniture collection - Tel: 0161-226 9051 | brown (1el: 0161437 7040), nearer the time for detais
ok m— There is plenty happening in the Wildlife & Conservation arca. Don’t Miss

listed on our contacts list (back cover) to find out whart is going on.

R

) Out - Contact Manchester Wildlife or the other conservation organisations
|
I
!

Well, that’s about it. I hope I've not forgotten anything
important; I usually do! Iwas beginning to get the han
of this Desktop Publishing Programme, towards the end.

It strikes me that, as far as font style and size is con-
eerned, Charter, at 10 points (what you're reading
now) is about the best, The fancy fonts could be a little
cult to read unless they are writ large. Let me know
what you think by completing and returning your
readers’ survey form. I did not use as much “art” as usual;

. there didn’t seem to be room, with so much to report. If you

e more art work, let me know. Don't forget, keep the articles and

I think we had some interesting stuff, this time. It’s the articles

‘the Magpie what it is, whatever that may be.

lac ‘ orge. Our main prob-
em is that most of our current
bers have other pressing
b ents, Vsulc‘h as the IBbltox‘}
nservation Volunteers. ou
- would like to tak i and

Merry Christmas
#H

¢ part in woodland
s, contact Mike Fisher, Tel:

574457 or Ian Brown, Tel:
7 7040. ¥

TV .




Useful Contacts

RSNC, Urban Wildlife Partnership.

English Nature.....
Cheshire Wildlife Trust.....ccoaeeneeee

qeseenved

Lancashire Wildlife Trustiesai
Medlock & Tame Valley
Conservation Association.....

British Trust for Ornithology........
Red Rose Forest Team.cisseiesiss

RSPBiicississisassaciainssassisssssisssrosss
BaE Groups. CREUINPSOOCRERO D LORNPRITREND PO

Bummésfmbms...l...“..lI'.l...'l..l
Mamma.lsﬂnseemaonn--..g ..... Asnedsnee
Amphibians/Ponds............ e -

Mersey Valley Wardens.....cccivaiees
Croal/Irwell Valley Wardess........
Stockport Counfryside
Trafford Coumicil......eeerecnrencenrercene
Maunchester Sustainability Group...
Manchester Partnership 21...........
Mmm FoEii‘i“iiidiiii‘i“di“‘é“
Networldng News_letteruiuussaueses
Visions Community Design..........
Parrs Wood Ceénire for
Rural Edﬂcﬂﬁﬂmai.s.u.a.‘u.n...“.
Manchester Wildlife

Chris Gordon, 01522 544400

NW Regeional Office, Bernard Fleming, 01942 820342
North Group, Trafford, Liz Blackman, 0161-962 6748
Wilmslow Group, Tony Browne, 0161-436 1761
Stockport and Tameside, Eric Stead, 0161494 9130
Bolton Wildlife Project, Mick Weston, 01204 361847

Mildred Burlinson, 0161-330 2721

Salford & Trafford, Val Sutton, 0161-872 7640 (day)

Sale & Alirincham, Shelagh Aston, 0161-860 6910

Bolton, Rick Parker, 01942 817302

Greater Manchester Recorder, Judith Smith, 01942 712615
Jonathan Woods; 0161-872 1660

Bolton Group, Tony Johnson, 01204 468850
Manchester Group, Simeon Rydz, 0161-434 2720
South Lancashire, Angela Graham, 0161-797 4745
Cheshire, Mike Freeman, 01606 41581

Barty Shaw, 06161-491 0753

Bolton Museum, Steve Garland, 01204 522311
Dave Bentley, 0161-724 8602

Sale, 0161-90S 1100. Chorlton, 0161-881 5639
Nicky Greek, 01204 571561

0161-477 5637

ROZ Paik, 0161-912 4174

Adrian Pearce, 0161-234 4594

Nick Carr-Brown, 0161-272 7771 (Ex Local Agenda 21)
0161-834 8221

Michael Bane, 61457 871609

Judith Mottram, 0161-834 6309

Jo Frazer, 0161-445 4568

is a networking organisation. You are included on our Contacts

List, are we included on yours? Please in form us if any details are incorrect.
You are welcome to reproduce anything contained within "The Magpie”, with an acknowledgement.

The "Magpie” is the newsletter of Manchester Wildlife, The opinions expressed within its pages are not

necessarily those of Manchester Wildlife,
Magpie is correct. Anyone who undertakes

does so at their own risk.

Every effort is made to ensure that the information in the
a project based on the information contained in the Magpie

“““_—___——_
Stop Press - 29th July 1997. Manchester Local Agenda 21 has been wound up

and the funds transferred to the new organisation, Manchester Partnership 21.
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