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LoOnm by Anthony Phelps
Lake -

Following publication of my article

lew *Treasure Hunt” in the Magpie, and

m the RSPB Manchester Members'

e T Group Newsletter, I received a letrer

, from Mr. Watson, Manager of

Didsbury Golf Club Limited. In it, many of my descriptions were questioned, and |

feel I should publish these comments so you can make up your own mind.

Manchester Wildlife is a legally constituted group which does not condone or
encourage people to take part in illegal acts.

Mr. Watson pointed out that the golf course, including the woodland
border and the access road from Longley Lane, is owned by the club and no rights
of way exist 1o the lake. Any attempt to reach the lake is in fact an act of trespass.
I can only point out that during my two visits, I was unaware of this fact, passing

- o signs or notices to this effect. Also, I was not questioned by any of the golfers |

met, and with whom I passed friendly greetings.

: Mr. Watson then advised of the risk of injury from taking the route 1 did,
both from golf balls and from vandals and muggers. He included descriptions of
two incidents; one where a lady golfer was threatened and robbed, and another,
when a cygnet was taken and brutally killed. He added that some of the (illegal)
anglers also threaten their members. .

J Mr. Watson seemed astonished at my use of terms such as, "little evidence
of abuse”, "lack of litter” and "loved by most of the people who visit". 1 can only
say that, as 2 member of an urban wildlife group, which visits sites all over the
region, this is one of the most beautiful that I have visited. 1 can only report from
attempts to keep the area free of litter, and repair vandalism attacks. As for my
"not feeling threatened", again, that is how I felt. Other members of our small
 Mr. Watson finished by saying that the club's efforts are aimed at the

¢ read

| the original letter in the South

i
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by Anthony Phelps

I spent the afternoon of Saturday the 19th of October

dressed as a judge. Before you send for the men in
Another white coats, it was my part in the play "The Car Irial’
& w which we, "The Green Street Theatre Cornpany ' were

to perform at the fourth "Reclaim The Streets” (RTS4)
in Manchester.

For those who don't know what an RTS is, it's
a collection of people who take over a usually car-full
street and then hold a party. Why? To illustrate an alternative to the lunacy of
ever increasing car usage for non-essential journeys, leading to more and more
road building.

For RST4, about 300 people met in Albert Square, together with
everything needed. The other "essential” for a good RTS are the police who, like
an iceberg, keep most of their resources hidden, still trying to retain the pretence
of being in charge. They even deployed six police horses.

The excitement was intense, with only a very few of the "organisers’
knowing the target street - this being more closely guarded than a run-of-the-mill
government secret!

After an interview by the Salford University Documentary Unit about the
“rial" to come, we set off at about 2 pm, following the camouflaged lorry
containing the sound equipment, arriving at Oxford Road, which had already been
"taken", up to the Odeon Cinema, by an advance unit from Portland Street. There
was a manned tripod with the lorry at one end and a van outside the cinema which
had the band's sound equipment. We pushed the car ("defendant” in the trial)
from beside the cinema. Some very brave (foolhardy?) climbers were up the high
street lamps tying huge banners across the road, on one of which was the motto of
the day: "Turf Out The Traffic". Soon the road was full of people sitting on carpets,
eating excellent food provided by Sunflower, whilst others were dancing furiously
around the lorry.

I always feel "safe” on an RTS, under constant surveillance - from the
police van with the telescopic camera on the back, to the police helicopter, with at
Jeast one stills photographer working through the crowd.

A question 1 am often being asked is, "Am I worried about being arrested?”
I answer, "no". Yes, it is illegal but, in my growing, but limited, experience the
Manchester police don't arrest people for simply taking part. There are always
brightly-vested and fully briefed people acting as legal, police and media liaison
officials. So, with all this taken care of, all that's left is just to enjoy yourself, meet
loads of like-minded "real" people and try to spot the plain-clothed policet
A@ﬂﬂﬁy,ﬁm‘stooeasy-ounwoweresponedleanmg against the cinema with
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folded arms, in 2 pose that they must iearn
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The band were excellent, after a minor

4

n who is the current editor of the Animal Liberation Front (ALF)
Supporters Group newsletter, and Robin Webb, the current ALF Press

Officer.

This charge of "conspiracy to incite® is not the same as
“inciting criminal acts”, but "conspiring to incite” such acts. The
reason it is important is that this could include simply publishing a
newsletter, or writing about actions that have taken place in the past.
The entire burden of proof is on the defendant to prove they had no
intention to incite.

it is interesting to note that, before the six were arrested (in dawn raids by
Hampshire CID, with Special Branch and MIS involvement!), half of the
"conspirators” had never even met! | thought, naively, that conspirators were

to know each other.

Robin Webb had been targeted as an individual for over a year prior to the
arrests, and has been cleared in court, on the same evidence, many tUmes (the sort
of recycling I feel we can do with less of). A judge has described this "recycling of
evidence” as "oppressive” and "an abuse of the judicial process’. The Criminal
Prosecution Service have also admitted that Robin shouldn't be tried twice on the
same evidence “on his own® (as if that makes any difference). He has been bailed,
and when thar didn't curtail his job as the ALF Press Officer, he was imprisoned for
seven months. On release, he had such "draconian’ bail conditions set that he was
virtually a prisoner in his own home. Despite ail of this attention, he was found
not guilty on all counts. The only thing that the prosecution could prove was that
he had issued a Press Release, and conducted a few TV and radio interviews! To
shote what bad losers the authorities are, they are even seeking a judicial review to
challenge this judgement! :

It seems to me that “the authorities” are trying to criminalise direct
actions across the board. The trial can only be seen as a political
trial, and if the six are made scapegoats, then who knows who would
be next?
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The wi i
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pPloughing on with new emment, despite its "green rhetoric” is still
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Take another view.
magnificent Convention, and

The Convention iodive i
there have been %n%n 83)6 rsity is a

books written

do whatever it can 10 main@ain "biodiversity”. Here again, however
actions speak much louder than words. The Convention despite being
nationally adopted, has no staruory force al local level :

Therelore, with one swipe of a bulldozer, Guinness can wipe
away a putative Site of Metropolitan Importance in London, with all of
its lmunan and natural biodiversity (250 species of wildflowers
including several "extremely rare” in London). In other words, at jocal
fevel, the Convention counts for nothing.

One can recount other examples 100. In 1983 the Institution of

‘Highways and Transportation (IHT) produced a publication called

1
1
3
}
1
|

ttteboxquote

*Providing (or the Cydlist”. In it, was this:

*There is a need in modem raffic management for measures
conceming cydists to be considered ... links, routes, junctions and
parking restrictions have been developed with only car and comnercial
vehicle drivers in mind. In acknowledgement of the new emphasis on
the cyclist, traffic engineers will ook again at older and outdated town
centres ..." Result: nothing.

Finally though. with another reiteration of this view, some 13
years on, there is perhaps an inkling of something happening with the
DOoT's National Cydling Strategy. But, still, will it happen?

All in all it is understandable that there is a scepticism around

about Government intentions and even the notion of democracy in the
UK today. And it does not ake long {or such scepticism (o become
converied to anger, and {0 civil disobedience ... within the law, an
honourable and s¢ necessary British tradition.
[Gerald Dawe is the Founding Editor of "Urban Nature" magazine. The above
article is reprinted with his permission. "Urban Nature” is an excellent publication.
For past contents and subscription details (this article came from Volume 3, Issue
1), please contact: Urban Nature Magazine, 40 Molford Road, Birmingham. B17
9RL Telephone: 0121-428 2452)

“The Magpie, a newsletter for which 1 have a considerable degree of {
respect.” Gerald Dawe

I

On a local level, this is probably a good time to mention: (a) The No M66
Campaign; (b) Reclaim the Streets; (c) Critical Mass; (d) The No 2nd Runway
Campaign, and many other examples of Non-Violent Direct Actions happening in
Manchester. Also, the lack of a "Nature Conservation Strategy” in Manchester,
despite the fact that one exists, gathering dust! To find out more about what's going
on, call the One World Centre on 0161-834 8221, or contact your Secretary. It's
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hy Janet cllﬂ group, I vqlgn(eered, last year, to ‘aSSISt in checking over the route to produce a

revised edition of the booklet.* This was no chore, but a delight; there is so much

variety along the route in terms of geology, fauna and flora, industrial history and

trend hag much more. Fit yvalkers c;ould cover the route in a day, with frequent public

have with B i to. be transport connections at either end of the Way, but there are several points at

Un?rysms which those wanting a shorter walk can drop off and make their way home

tives to ; There are other local “ways" such as the Goyt Way or the Ladybrook

' Valley Trail - Information Centres may be able to help here - or you can contact

me as below. Or you can phone the GMPTE on 0161-228 7811 for a "Passenger

Guide" giving maps of the local bus and rail networks, purchase the local 0S
map(s) and work out your own walks.

e and | have | Enjoy your walking!

* Phone 0161431 7654 for a copy, price £1.

(Editor's note: There are some stations where trains do not stop on Sundays
and Bank Holidays. For example Styal and Moses Gate, for the Croal Valley at
Rock Hall. This is an omission which should be rectified!)

&
é.

Hi there, and cheers! A little in-flight
bubbly therel I'm just off to the old
U.S. of A. on a well earned break -
i : Skiing the snowy slopes; should be fun.
ol % They do say that the economy of
Manchester’reliessonnmhonwurlsm-so!’mjustdoingmylitt.IebiL "What about
the environment?”, you may ask. True, air travel is polluting but not so polluting
as the taxi which brought me to the airport (per passenger mile, that is)! Then
there's the roads which will need to be built to carry the extra traffic to the airport.
 1don't know what all the fuss is about. After all roads only take up a narrow strip
- of land and 25% of will travel by public transport, so, with a doubling
~ of the numbers using Airport, that will only mean a 50% increase in




jobs. Expansion of the airport since the 1960's has made a great differen,
unemployment problems in Wythenshawe. The coming of the second mnce v the
make the same difference in the whole of Greater Manchester. Wy will

And what about the wildlife? Past expansion of the airport ma
trashed many acres of fine countryside, including Manchester’s only GradeyAhﬂVe
meadowland. The second runway will destroy a lot more but those nice ch e
the airport have promised to take extensive mitigation measures; so that's anagis f]t
then. They will be transplanting lots of wildflowers, planting lots of treesg t
replace ancient woodland, digging new ponds (two for every one destroyed) "
the newts will be all right. The badgers will be getting a new sett, in beaut,ififl
concrete; they say that they prefer soil but if we all thought like that we'd still b
living in mud huts! : ;

: With the airport people showing all this concern for the environment ir's

difficult to appreciate what those eco-protesters are going on about, with their
tunnels and tree-houses. It's going to cost a fortune to evict that lot; they'd be
better off spending the money on hanging people. (apologies to Mark Steele)

The sooner it's all over the better. With a second runway I'll be able to
take more of these skiing holidays. I'm looking forward to it.

An ecologist employed by the Airport,
Said, "hang on while I fix how to deport,

Badgers and newts,
Who've just got to uproot,
Il send in my bill and my report."
Daphne Laure

A.series of walks are planned in the countryside which
will be destroyed by the second runway, at Manchester
Airport. If you would like to see what you might be
missing contact FoE @& 0161-834 8221to find out details of
these rambles in the beautiful Cheshire countryside -
don't miss it, next year may be too late!
Funday - Saturday 22nd March
Walks - 6th & 20th April, then Fortnightl

_
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by 1an Brown

This is just a brief reminder that our
Butterfly Survey continues and we
are still keen to involve our
members, and others, to help in
gathering records of the butterflies
in Greater Manchester. 1995 and
1996 .were generally good years for
butterflies, apart from short periods
' when the weather turned a little
unseasonal. Will 1097 produce surprises like Camberwell Beauties and
Clouded Yellows? It may, but essentially we are looking for reports
from sites with good populations of common butterflies. Yes, this is a
SITE based survey, as opposed to one based on kilometre squares. We
feel that site boundaries are more likely to confine butterfly
populations than artificial lines on a map and many of the kilometre
squares, in urban areas, will be too built up to be suitable for

butterflies to breed.

So if you visit an open space, on a fairly regular basis, why not make
the trip more enjoyable by recording the butterflies you see and

- sending the results to us. Whether it be a formal park or informal

wildlife area, there is always something interesting to see.

Survey forms were sent out with Magpie 38, which you may photo-
copy. but if you need more send an A5 s.a.e.(marked - Butterfly Survey)
to the Treasurer. The same address applies for the receipt of records.
If you require any advice on how to carry out the survey, contact Ian
Brown on 0161- 437 7040.
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\s by Ian Brown

\, Rio '92 was an international bio-
m diversity conference

And now for something completely different. The MW Committee
§ have decided that, for a change, the Annual General Meeting wil| be
held outside Manchester. The exact venue has not been decided byt all the activity which has been taking place in
it will be somewhere berween Piccadilly Station and Leighton Moss ap to the production of Local Agenda 21 (LA21) Draft Statements but, the
Nature Reserve. 99 +h Summit in Rio de Janeiro was a bio-diversity (b-d) conference out of

came two international agreements:
. aim of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.
e Convention on Biological Diversity, which requires countries to adopt

This is a fact which may have been forgotten in

Another reason for this decision is that, for the last few years, the

_amount of work put into staging our Members' Day has been and means to conserve the variety of living species and ensure that the

saiing for the sanity of the Committee The definition of b-d should be self explanatory but if you are still umutr:

i amde.%yisitsoimportam? One reason is that b-d is the

ﬁleiiirt)ﬁtmpmtammfactorasfarasﬂteﬁnure of the planet
 exa which effect the British Isles: e

. Declining b-d mtheBrazﬂianrainforestwmﬂd indicate that

mfa&h&tgonewoﬁr ’[‘hiscould have a disastrous

Th? meeting will start at 10.30am in the foyer of Manchester
Piccadilly Station. We will then catch the 11.03am train to ~

| Silverdale (changing at Lancaster at 12.17pm) for a short half mile
walk to Leighton Moss, one of the finest nature reserves in the North-
West. The return fare is £10.20 but for 10+ the group travel fare is |
§£7.55. If you are interested in attending, please phone lan Brown & }
0161-437 7040 so that we can gauge the interest (we need at least |
five members to be quorate) and perhaps arrange group travel. |

an’smmtmj Report and Accounts will be available on the day but §

if you would like a copy before then, send an A5 s.a.e. (marked - |
accounts) to the reasurer. Those not able to attend the AGM will |
receive Accounts with the summer "Magpie". ’

We cannot guarantee the weather but it should be an unusual, and |
enjoyable excursion.
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jobs and save on imports. It will also have the benefit of helping to ¢
destruction of tropical rain forests. =
Hay Meadows: Most of the grassland in Manchester's parks is oy on a
regular basis. This is a great expense and costly in terms of fossil fyel use and
a waste raw material (grass). Annual cutting as a hay crop would raise income
and save those who need hay in Manchester (stables) having to buy from
further afield. It would also be a great benefit to b-d; increasing the number
and variety, of wild plants, insects (particularly butterflies) and therefore the
variety of other forms of wildlife.

There would also be benefits to other sectors of the community:

°

Energy Use - Using wood, and charcoal, from sustainably managed woodland
is carbon newtral.

o Transport - Trees help to absorb vehicle polluténts and noise. Using local

raw materials cuts down on the need to transport.

Waste and Pollution - Trees help to absorb general pollution. Making
products from local wood, instead of burning or land fill. Traditionally made
furniture, tools, etc. last longer than mass produced items.

Economy and work - Employment in forestry and farming (haymaking).
Reducing imports of raw materials. Traditionally made furniture, tools, etc.
require more labour intensive work.

Health and Safer City - Trees help to absorb general pollution.

*» Education - Practical environmental education can be carried out locally.

In _previous articles on LA21 we have demonstrated how recycling, water saving
and other measures can help wildlife, and how certain types of development can
do harm. Here Wwe have examples of how helping wildlife can help us in other
ways. Unfortunately, at the moment, the emphasis seems to be on unsustainable
developments such as second runways, multiplex cinemas, etc. (of which more

;llz;where). We can only hope that wiser counsels prevail, but it doesn't seem very
y.

This is a question which has been asked before in these pages. So far there has
been no answer; or has there. Reports of multiplex cinemas - 24 screens near the
G-Mex Centre, 24 at Sharston Green, 18 next to Stockport’s pyramid, 12 at the
new Trafford Centre and 11 at Handforth Dean (89 in total), all with massive car
parks. Where is the money going to come from so that people can afford to fill all
those cinema seats. A little irony in the fact that the cinema in Withington has
recently closed down. What will the multiplex cinemas become when they close
down; we've already got enough bingo halls! Then we hear that the "world famous
Imperial War Museum" is to build its northern headquarters in Trafford Park
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Woodland Craft Centres

Ahaxdyyetennhlwhichkeepscroppi up. b -
M:é, positive to report. ng up, but this time we hay,
e m:mch hard t-:»ret:22;&;;;110xuselves the Bolton Wildlife proie
Conservation Volunteers, ¥afey Vandens and the Bol’t #
Moses Gate Country Paxl: p;?i:igom is being set up at Rock Hall (:n
| is. guess where? You' s
Boiton. Tools am;l equipment, which had already been a(z::;fﬁtt;;: %
to the ceiff ou:ummnqum the project, have been taken Ey
R W:h {mmm n purchased: some from Bryonp
woodworking tools, and oth:r?r fihtas Who makes tradi’cion.a:;
Stalybridge Station, 2 veritable ahd&doxmu Paul's Tool Emporium, near
toohwhtchiswe!l:mrtb . 's Cave of new and second hand
plug there, as a visit. even if only to be amazed. (A litd
cre. 28 we were gven a reasonable discount ' E
BWP, has taken on a' 103 bur who also does voluntary work for the
 the ground. He is asg!keen den of the work on getting the centre off
Manchester, which will dmns B R0 s wojat poing. {n Greater
much thanks to all those i strate sustainable development. but
give an opening date thvoxved for making it possible. We cannot
done to get things u S yet, as there is much physical work to be
preparatory work plga:el mﬁﬁnﬁ; fg);ou would like to help us in this
Rudd, a;h the q?fvp ® 01204 361847, own B 0161437 7040, Or John
€ craits
e o e ren e e i o 3 s
basketry, besoms, hurdles (for vam - Bodging, rake-making, tent pegs,
dictates. The Valley Warden encing), and many others as demand
will have fuel to fi ardens have purchased a charcoal kiln
tools. The centr :mm blacksmith's forge and make our own sﬂcviv:;
visitng public but be open for letsure crafts and for the interest of
woodland crafts fmwe also hope that people who wish to take u
e e 0 o s SRR
the : ' :ss and :
2¢ the first of many Man:l;eesm, i ]

~ seems to last most of the year.

In Brief oo

created the heaven and the earth.
Genesis - Chapter 1, Verse 1

reat

icle in M.E.N (Wednesday March 5th) headlined - Protest

arta
mdwy;:h?:le l;hge\;\«as about the Runway [l protesters and the threat they were said,
B "jocal ecologists and a top environmentalist’, t0 be posing to the wildiife in the
3,’d,my of the Flywood Camp. They are, "endangering wildlife and destroying
precious woodland”; and this on a site which will be buried under tons of rubble
and concrete, if the 2nd runway is constructed.
location of Badgers, and

It is claimed that mitigation measures, such as re
re-creation of ponds, to be undertaken by the airport, are being put in jeopardy
But the best bit was about transplanting ancient woodland. Who do they think
they are, God or someone! It just cant be done. Even moving grassland and
Bluebells is not guaranteed of success (if nearby woodland is suitable for Bluebells
then they will probably already be growing there; planting in the open would
probably not work as the climate, in these parts, is not moist enough), but
: ancient woodland! How? Pick it up in one piece and move it to a

, where the ground conditions are exactly the same. Maybe someone out

* there will explain; how about the "t0p environmentalist”? (Name her! - Ed.)
' ted!

mng_mmxlmﬂﬂ@ﬂ

foot to the Forest of Dean in sunny (7)
probably last

resting place. Confusion as 1o her whereabouts was genera
in MRI, continued teaching work in Didsbury and periods of absence to progress
the bottom up renovations on the homestead. Among the delights of Lydbrook,

and a large south facing garden overlooking a patchwork of wooded hills and

assorted homes and gardens, are resident Buzzards, Ravens, Sparrowhawk,
woodpeckers and all kinds of smaller fry. Glow-worms have been located, frogs,

newts and dragonflies visit, and could well take up permanent residence after pond
'is.atap&snyofwildﬂowersandlhl:growingseason

Astalwmtteamﬁ'omuwnasvlskzdtocoppiceanddearomanoldand
i. Wwith such

mutilated hedge and to eradicate a monstrous line of Leylandil.
mmmmwablemp!amgdoublenﬁxedhedge(ISOPlamsand‘?
species). Fruit and mut trees will be added in the autuni. it's a far cry from

and MW vistross will ge£ 2 ST A.




v

by Anthony Phelps

%Dﬁt w co-founder of the M
f@lf {dh}@ W{—F e ol
; At the time of writi
Iree Officer with a seemingly apt name, Mr. Leaf. 1 sayt'l‘gegénﬁ-dna;;hegter has a
ppears to be embarking on a genocidal, Klu Klux Klan style destru e he
Pmi"“*’;’ ;apmes of tree, the European Black Poplar (Populus Nigra) 7
Sk ot tv:: ebe:‘x;t atte;np[ing 1o establish the reason Mr. Leaf wishes to rid
be a risk of then; 'SO ar all [ have unearthed is that they are old, and th =
falling on us. €re may
Personall !
Maybe this is begfzuiehl‘:lorwl,(;ifngl;one who has been injured by a Black Poplar
St Al ko ks be opped them down before they could hurt us I
on "Black Popla?’ rel;ted i pleased to hear from anyone who has any information
the numbers of this jufﬂes- The Council say they don't keep information on
i s oo st e &kﬁmyﬁvxe;g?yedi which 1 feel would be
Sy 1 viously dangerous s
o u: g;: C:Zsmbrtlxjtcs:z}:xnn the Council should care so much abiut keer?i:;ie; safe
T e e Bromes G the dangor from
. e pollution they cause. As Councillor Ken Franklin said , at

the launch of LA21, "if
, I you take the cars
Much the same can be said about deforestc:tlito(r)lf. L s a deert”

seriously, Wthlerfmlfesan&tﬁer theory, ‘jNhlch I feel is too ridiculous to be taken
percentage of tree cover w?ll gcycocrl:xng:)nog ed 0wnhlots S e,
t nough to qualify f

o enable more trees to be planted. 1 did say it was ddi%tﬂoufz -(z)rr fiisuirt(')?pean e

:: you see a sick or injured bat...
you want to carry out the first ever comprehensive

/ ;x;onitoring programime of British Bats...
you need practical advice or information on bats...

Cal ;
] d:tn:w a;x;apgal "Bat Helpline" on 0171-627 8822. This has
been P jointly funded by "The Bat Conservation Trust" and

“The People’s Trust for Endangered Sgies".
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. worse- Ed.), he's given it up as a bad job to li

{

_ Latest - Manchester LA21 Draft Statement

At

1

Acoeiid |
{

{
i

DE: * 1Gd < 3 .y : !
anchester: A sustainable Future - has been launched. It sets out thef|
| rinciples for sustainable development and includes chapters on greening, waste &jf
P alth & community, economy & employment and energy i

pollution, transport, hea'tt 7 : ; ;i

| The public consultation period ends on May the 1st 1997, so get your copyl
statement and let 1L.A21 know what you think. They aré available (free) i nif
jibraries, the One World Centre, MARC and through partner organisations. If you |
lcan't find a copy contact Glyn Carter at the LA21 office: c/0 CTAC, 2nd Floor, 1 3
| , Manchester.

M1 1DN 8 0161-236 5195.

ng in Vianci pster - At the moment about 2% of domestic waste is

IRecyciil
Irecycled in Manchester - the aim is to reach 25%. This is not good enough. With
1

" |lcare, it is possible to reach almost 100% - someone who used to live in Stockport

lwas able to manage it, so we all can if we try. Over to Local Agenda 21.

Valeolm Practce Moves Up North

After many years of living in Bredbury, saying "it's gone 1o the dogs”, Malcolm
Practice has upped sticks (almost literally) and moved to Helmsdale, which is
about as far north as it is possible to g0 without taking up residence in the Arctic
Circle. Stockport's Council officers were heard to give a collective sigh of relief.
After years of trying to stem the tide of "Motorway Madness” (it's going to get

ve in tranquillity on Scotland’s eastern
seaboard. This sort of thing seems to be catching! Malcolm (alias John Turner)
has been trying to move for some while now. We dont like to lose members bu't
we wish him well in his new life. One problem; who is going to pick up the ali-
cans, bottles and other recyclable stuff which left strewn about the strects and

open spaces in Bredbury?
Enjoy a Good Read? - Why not Ty a copy of Lateral Moves (some_ti.mes
called "Mortal Leaves” or "Late Removals"- they're into anagrams) the magazine of
Aural Images: send £2.35 10 them at 5 Hamilton Street, Astley Bridge Bolton.
BL1 6RJ - ® 01204 596369 Jull of humorous articles, poetry, quotations and
much more; you'Tre sure to enjoy it. Sample - "Any great truth can - and evemx'xally
will - be expressed as a cliché, because a cliché is a sure and certain way to dilute
an idea. For instance, my grandmother used to say 'the black cat is always the last
one ar the fence. 1 have no idea what she meant, but at one time it was
v . Splomon Short. Aural Images advertise MW, so we are
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Sorry Pollis - 1t's Sogey MaciNoPond v

Ombudsman pronounces. there is a pond in the expensivel
;andahsed St George's'Park - a greenish oasis on the Bordc)elr t:? l:gl:fa 2nd ok
rgﬂor?. After producing the "best documented, best constructed angd —
written” evidence to the Local Government Ombudsman for the North (co o
by tne mvemmz), Mrs. Pat Thomas produced a lacklustre, juc.1gement"f]$|ent
mmmymmm"six ictions a?d delphic pronouncements.  Whatever are tr? s
i b mchpnnctplee; which others better _mfovmed than we have nevee
: Lo m ' ly enab{e an ecological planning condition to be:
Ma%andvyaﬂed mmx'-mm'n ? i ‘execution? L te
e e mth Pond died, quickly or slowly, and a casual
s i 're;-;zst‘at no ‘new' pond exists. Indeed it had vanished
. e igator, from York, visited in 1995! Nevertheless
e o Rageu;eratat 'no't only that there had been no
Lol Ay neration’s atter_npt te translocate (masterminded
o g i to in the M.E.N. item about the runway protesters
) : hke vas ¢ !;’zran pond, however madgquate its flora and fauna.
reoewodwm sg R ofthese, needs plannmg_gundelines? The report was
b ol October 1996 and has, like both ponds, sunk without
 Imagine { OOTWWE nation fn planning and developer circles, if gcological
plar "m 'meﬂmﬁm . actually required by law to deliver the promised

et m@msm . ASMANE Canl COWN

e e & Pl el by local people, Friends of the
Verd Eood neve 3 whe?ls‘:v !e{a};v beegesaﬁ\;;d from becoming a waste tip. This is
e i s E e.Et ,‘and authorised, story there will be a

m\falky?orutneslgn Plan and proposed Access Works - The
pﬂ:rpmalama e :gin;oxut Enterprises, would have done serious damage to this
beautiful g ope Forest, which includes an SSSL. After a strong, local
m!pﬂisn.md ot & Mrs. Robinson and backed by the Ramblers’ Association

CPRE Derbyshire Wildlife Trust and RSPB Backed down), Forestry

hibian an

ggturda

South Manchester wildlife WATCH snd YOC Programme - April to June 1997

ay 13th April - LF
; T tics and pond activities -

y 7th June - First Anniversary day out - summer wildlife walk along the
Middlewood W

2-4p.m. at Parrs Wood Centre for Rural Education -

Wear suitable clothes for pond dipping
~2-4.30 p.m. at Fletcher Moss Park/Parrs Wood Centre for
. Wonderful wildflowers - Meet at 1.50 p.m. Fletcher Moss Park
main entrance off Wilmslow Road near tennis courts

ay to Lime Park for a picnic - Please book with leaders. |

Satur

A
day 29th June - 2-4 p.m. at Parrs Wood Centre for Rural Education - Tales |
of the rive

rbank - Explore the plants and wildlife of the river bank

years who wou

YOC

South Manchester wildlife WATCH and YOC is the group for children ages 8-12

welcome but must
to stay and join inthe a

id like to leam about wildlife and have some fun! Under 8s are
be accompanied by @ parent of guardian. Parents are welcome
ctivities. All leaders areé registered with WATCH or the

and have been approved by the relevant authorities

There is a charge of 60p for YOC and WATCH members (£1 for non-members)

per child for each meeting.
For Further details please contact regis
2 0161-434 0362 and Sarah

@@ DManchester Wildlifs Events List - With A Difference @ 3@

The difference is that there is not mu
more, why not organise a walk or a visit 10 O
contact the Editor for advice and how to get ¥

Portland St./Princess St., City at 7.30 pm. on the
except August - Coming dates are: rl, 13th May, 10th June, 8th July.
| General Meetings take place at 7.30 pm. in
the Friends Meeting House, down Central Street), 6 Mount Street, Manchester on
the last Tuesday of every ©
May, 31st July. Please try to support _ )
1997 - Sunday - April 13th - ‘WOODLAND SURVEY - We will be surveying
the perimeter woodland on Kenworthy Fields with the aim of drawing up 2
management p i :
Maitland Avenue (off Darley Avenue),
boots, and old clothes and bring food and drink.
:

A consent form must be completed for each child.
tered WATCH leaders Chris Swinbum
Ross B 0161-446 1068.

ch on it. If you think we should be doing
ur favourite local wildlife site;
OUR event on our next list.
the Old Monkey public House,

Social meetings take place in A
second Tuesday of each Month,

the One World Centre (basement of

ther month, starting January - Coming
MW by atrending meetings.

lan. Meet at 11 am. in the Car Park of Chorlton Water park,
Barlow Moor. Wear wellies, or strong

work for MW - Our office in the One World

Ineted in office
. I you would like to help in this aspect of our work

Ce is up and running
e p!egse contact lan Brown ® 0161437 7040 0 find out more.
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e ucmmwm at MARC on Recycled paper@%’""%*'

i seful Contacis

RSNC. Urban Wildlife Partnership.

Emglish Nabure. .o omereeemmereeens
Cheshire Wildlife Trustcrcceseeres

Lancashire Wildiife Trustu..c.eccees

Mediock & Tame Valley
Conservation Association.......
BTCV s

British Trust for Ornithology........
Red Rose Forest Team. ccemrrrerceee

Chris Gordon, 01522 544400

NW Regeional Office, Bernard Flemming, 01942 830342
North Group, Trafford, Liz Blackman, 0161-962 6748
Wilmslow u*:m Tony Browne, 0161436 1761

Bolton V'L\.J‘e Project, Mick Weston, 01204 361847

Mildred B on, 0161-330 2721

Salford & Trafford, Val Sutton, 0161-872 7640 (day)

Sale & Alrinchan, Shelagh Aston, 0161-860 6910
Stockport, Kim Porter, 01625 874729, (weekends & eve)
Greater Manchester Recorder, Judith Smith, 01942 712615

Jonathan Woods, 0161-872 1660

Boiton Group, Tony Johnson, 01204 468850

RSPEB oAb —
Stockport Group, Tony O'Neill, 0161-962 2449
Manchester Group, Simeon Rydz, 0161-434 2720
Bat Groups... # South Lancashire, Angela Graham, 0161-797 4745
Cheshire, Mike Freeman, 01606 41581
Batterflies Moths Barry Shaw, 0161491 0753
Mammals INSectSa . crrescemsareess Bolion Museum, Steve Garland, 01204 522311
Amphibians Ponds. ..  Dave Beniley, 0161-724 8602
Mersey Valley Wardens........... Sale, 0161905 1100. Choriton, 0161-881 5639
Stockport
Ranger Service. 0161477 5637
Trafford Council.. : Roz Park, 0161912 4174
Manchester Sustainability Group... Adrian Pearce, 0161-234 4594
Manchester LA21 FOr@m...orersnseees . Brenda Sedgwick, 0161-236 5195
Manchester Fok 0161834 8221
Networking Newsletler .cmeecien Michael Bane, 01457 871609
Visions Community Design..........  Judith Mottram, 0161-834 6309
Parrs Wood Centre for
Raural Education. S Frazer, 0161445 4566

wmaam
List, are we included on yours? Minformusxfanydemﬂsaremwrred-

Ymae welcome to reproduce anythg contained within "The Magpie®, with an acknowledgement

organisation. You are included on our Contacts

The "Magpie” is the newsletter of Manchester Wildlife. The opinions expressed within its pages are 0ot

Mm«mm

Evctyeﬁmt:smadetoensum chatthemfomxauonmme

Magpie is correct. Anyone who undertakes a project based on the information contained in the Magpie
does 5o ai their own sk
Smpm

mm 1997. A Sparrowhawk
‘I‘hlsbdnsswﬂdhfe right into the ¢
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ARC (Man: er Area Resource Centre) - The place for CommumtyP
  *_’~ m ”0161?839%39 28-30 Edge Street, Manchester M

was observed chasing Starlings
entre of Manchester.

.\l

rinting
4 1HN
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