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Anthony Phelps (Hon. Secretary), Flat 7, 104 Clyde Road,
West Didsbury, Manchester M20 2JN
lan Brown (Hon. Treasurer & Editor), 82 Crantock Drive,
Heald Green, Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 3HA - Tel. 0161-437 7040
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Wildlife's fantase ‘ pari

tastic Mem ' ring for Man h
anyone turned up; tha1 bers’ Day: ang wha roer
what must be the best

panel, another money

[ did not enjoy the 4
as | should h'ave done. I had had a severe head ach)e,: for o::ras Sy

well. |

The article, "Hanson is as Hanson does” in Magpie 37 resurrected the
question of sponsorship and where (or who) we should take it from.
I have not changed my mind on this subject; money from people or
organisations who despoil the environment in any way is dirty
money and should not be accepted by groups who purport to be
conserving or improving the environment.

Apologies to two members who did not receive their copies of the
spring Magpie. This has been put right; such errors are usually
spotted when sorting the membership details.

P

Please note that all cheques for membership subscriptions e
should be made payable to "Manchester Wildlife"
and sent to the Hon. Treasurer, Ian Brown.
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Fax (One World Centre): 0161-834 8187

by Anthony Phelps

It was a cool, cloudy but dry afternoon as four MW members
met in the Tatton Arms car park in Northenden to start the
walk. Luckily, I had checked the route of the walk during the
previous weekend, finding that the golf course had fenced off
my previous approach to the woodland from the north-west,
but we still got through, a little further along, around the
remains of the soon to be demolished Rose Hill Centre.

Despite the woodland being used by the local children, there
is very little litter and dumping (though we did rescue a pick-
axe head from one of the wetland areas), although the area
immediately behind the new houses seems to have been
adopted by the owners as their own private compost heap!
One of our party wandered around, apparently totally
disorientated, until he found a tree with a burned out centre,
and felt at home again! One of the highlights of this
woodland walk was the largest area of Marsh Marigolds that
any of us could remember.

We arrived at the lake and found one Mute Swan sitting on a
nest and after a while, the other was spotted on the opposite
bank, under a large willow. Other sightings included one
Great-crested Grebe looking extremely beautiful, Mallard,
Coot and Sedge Warbler with a singing Whitethroat present.
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{ thought the Sand
would not show
wonderful aerobati

?‘v?artins that | had
again, but one sudde

¢ display, playing with

seen on
nly a

over the hay

Just across the motorway from

Our second this lake,
e srta(ill) was in a small patch of woodland off £h
regeneration, M?V;ly. This is a mixed woodland ma?gl]ey Lane,
i lt hja fe}«f very old trees. There seer;s to EY young
: think it's worth a visit later in the summer € a lot of

Next, we visi

e Lox:;slgedl,athe ex-Manchester Business Park site on the other

as a blue-Prin¥ fornist; | veel that this site should be studied, and used

seemed Purpose_buﬂ:ufre play areas for the "yoof" of Manchester. It

(' sure well see quin e T activities included rafting, paddling

a circular “race t k"mmmg I warmer weather) and fishing. It has
' e o motorbikes and bags of room for bonfires.

! pair of Lapwings
four Linnets feeding. 1| stilgl

» One sitting, a Moorhen and a party of
brick "gateway" and two "wj

t(:ianm')’t help wondering about the large
ndows” overlooking the motorway.

gr\;v;is or';‘ly a:) short walk to Gatley Carrs
ge Tip butterflies. This ]
walks. | a0 sy for e s i

What wec:::? hellp thinking that something is va:o:o mw?ﬂ? ;n kg
p 15 a large lake, a large reed-bed g this area.
rom my observations, v and plenty of trees but

ery little usi
single Sedge Warbler in the area, using them. | have not heard a

elsewhere which would be teemi ml othw Ples of this habitat
ming wi e
different species of birds. Why no% h o he sight and sound of many

? We finish
to where we had started e shed our walk back
Weir. » finding three Grey Herons feeding at the

The reed-bed was full of
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Whst Do YOU Think LA 31 s by Ian Brown

Writing about a subject from a base of little knowledge and the
minimum of research, makes you think. The main conclusion | came
to after re-reading my article in Magpie 36 was that re-cycling of
domestic waste is best done "in house”. Once it has gone into the
refuse collection it becomes more difficult to separate. Also, giving
up using shampoo, not to save money but to cut down on plastic
bottle use, made me think of other ways of reducing the plastic
coming into the home. Solid fats and spreads come wrapped in
paper which can go on the compost heap, as can other scraps of
paper and card. I've almost cut my waste to nil; but what to do
about toothpaste tubes?

Others have been thinking too:

by Janet culf

Wwwﬂ""w”

[ couldn't really think of any particular recycling or reuse lips a propos
lan Brown's article on RUBBISH in Magpie 36. but it did get me thinking
about saving resources in general and in particular, since we seem 1o
have entered a period of persistent drought, about saving water. A dry
summer followed by light autumn rainfall. Then plenty of winter Snow.
but apparently 9 inches of snow is equivalent to only one inch of rain:
we're going to have rouble and something has to be done.

water companies must, of course, take a major shary of the rfﬁp(n&bill
ity. They have not put nearty enough resources into repairing kdk)
pipes or making adequate arrangements (0 move water from ({rm area
1o another. They need o address these problems without delfiy: But
consumers also need 1o do their bit. Most people seent 1o think m:é
have a God-given right 10 use as much water as they .uke and it mr;dx
to be impressed upon us all that water is a precious resource wi e
should not be squandered. Government has been tacking here in h:av A
publicising this message adequately, and opposition pa;me;m aB
compounded the problem py making political capital out of pt
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the blame on the water companies,

i b
wasteful consuimers. )ercb-\ "nl)h(“my

“XOnerating

Education may not. however e cnough.  Financi:
ne('dcq and 1 will make the controversial sun&nijm
of the introduction of water metering. Prnpohvms i
vigorously opposed by community workers, health Ldphatll Ry
(f’lC., who claim that water metering will lead 1o healt -
financial hardship. Bui | really cannot see that ﬂushin( ‘: {)r'r)blp
frequently. tuming off the tap whilst brushing O;)(”Sg ‘ e
me clothes less frequenily need cau S
Ak X MR S S S e ak 1
i w:;xg ;!)l((i)zkl (;le:sl’)( ‘l(?rg;, kmuhe‘s, or sick or disabled relatives 1o care
ke ‘;;;ecial - a lot o‘f water, and would he ﬁnancially m["{,“.
i \ﬁfh dal ¢ owances could be made in Cases of hardsh;j )-
3 8as and electricity. Any allowances should be a(k-(;ii-;t
.

im‘('mi\'(-s

May
it thay | amn j e g

lems an(i
€th 7 g
‘ ' or wagj

se health problems. Of (‘()ul:g

in the end i ring i
« Hthink metering is the only way to get people 1o save water

and 1 say S

o “:1;; ch(;?m C.;periencc. Uniil 1 had a meter installed, 1 though |

unnecessarily W;sntéﬂﬁ l‘vemal‘,\vvatcr' 12[" S aieod that | v
: - I've always known /

€conomical on water than baths. and for that that showers were more

a shower, z C l
However, other everyday activities had not really impinged

onime concemi
s beforg]il:ng e\:lsa;te of water. When you wash the dishes, water is
Ol This used 10 go down the drain but now I

col i o i
lect it in a bucket and use it for washi vegetables or rinsing glass

j < h ‘

i ample we s g ;
windows. Ann Coffey, mp fo?sm(‘ e . Saden. and eaorg

good idea and, following xort, also thinks water butts are a

: as Cstion z i
MO West woae. suggestingug]% A from a cox Istituent, has written to

thinks they ce 3 ] Pply them free 10 house :
hey can well afford it out of their massive p]r(());;‘:ho:f:f\;afgs

er filled plastic botile in
r 3 < W. . iS
may dry up in a drought. Here "flus} Too L iDa s sauch

1if yo 51" :
l;ve Sl il You must" notices operate and
the 3 gallons of water which cascades
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some saving unless they were a fanatical shower-1aker or complet
change-every-day person. Moreover, you'll have a cleaner conscience

even if not a quite so clean body.

what has all this to do with wildlife? The answer is, a lot. I we
continue to use water as we have become accusiomed, the need 10
make new reservoirs will be ever more urgent and precious habitais
may have to be sacrificed. And water companies will inevitably apply
to take yet more water from rivers which already have a reduced flow
some rivers will dry up completely and in others the flow will become
so reduced that pollutants. such as sewage and farm run-off, will be
insufficiently diluted. Fish will die out and the wildlife dependent on the
river will dwindle; the Kingfisher you used 10 see on your walk along
the local stream will no longer be there.

Ii's imperative 10 conserve water resources but it has to be a combined
effort by both users and providers. By all mcans write to your MP,
urging hirm/her to put pressure on the water companies to cut down on
wastage. But at the same time don't forget 1o play your part by putting
that plastic bottle in the cistem and investigating the back of your house
for a suitable site for a water butt.

(Editor's note: This article was written in the early spring. We've had
a reasonable amount of rain since then but the reservoirs are still low
so we must still economise on water, for the sake of wildlife. I've had
a bag, full of stones in my cistern since the drought of 1976.)

So has anyone else had thoughts on saving wildlife; if so let us know.

You'll have bought low-energy light bulbs, you'll be shopping locally;

reducing, reusing and recycling. Your ideas on roads and transport

might be appropriate at this time, with the Newbury by-pass having
been so much in the news. How do we cut down on the need to
travel and have less reliance on road transport? [ don't know
whether or not it was anything I said in my article, "Local Agenda 21
IS Rubbish!", but Heald Green is looking a lot tidier now; not perfect
but better.

quoteboxquoteboxquoteboxquoteboxquoteboxquoteboxquotebox
Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge - T.S. Elliot
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Aren't computers wonderful, Though I have often said thy -

quill pen would probably be quicker, they do enable thyge T /”()ﬁk With ¢
talents fall short of perfect 1o make a reasonable Job of prin l’(I.sc artisy;e
(and even newsletters). The recent acquisition of a comburer ”::g 7’L'p(),-“.
now turn out a butterfly survey which will be fit 1o publish. w, wUn.s ! can
survey in 1991. In the first two vears records came in ar ¢ o s.-a,arl'ea/ the
rate and, even though the that rate has slowed down, we nowy h.av fS{acmn,
information to make the end resulr interesting, et o

We have decided that our survey should be site based rather than mapp;

kilometre squares. This seems 10 make sense in an area which 1§ n,zZ’ lf;g
urban. While butterflies can be seen almost anywhere (] recem)v s'ml:y
Brimstone when passing through Davenport Station) it is the ()/;er; szte‘:'

where they live and breed. T, here will be space in the report for records of

butterflies seen in gardens. Though very few gardens have the conditions

the report will be in loose leaf form so that it can be constantly updated. A
Zage will bg c{evoted to each site with q map, a table of sSpecies seen and a
rief description of the site, its habitat and butterflies. | hope some of you
:r(; .r.mt surveym‘g Your local butterflies, (his Summer, repc;rrs wil/ybe
Ife czme 0:1 any time. 7 ‘her.e IS a survey form on the back of the events list.
you nee, more, please feel free to 1ake photo-copies. [f You have any
problems with your surveying, do not hesitate 1 contact me. 3

W, : 2

! :szzzugh ﬁmdmg remaining from our British Gas award to pay for

i prm-t run (hopefully) so those who have submitted reporis
&et a free copy. Others will be charges on a scale which will vary

Magpie Spring 96 page 7

to suit their means. This, we hope, will provide funds for further work on
the survey.

The more sites which are surveyed, the better. Insects are a good indicator
of the health of our open spaces and butterflies are fairly easy to identify
When we know which sites are good for butterflies we will be in a better
position to protect them. If we find open spaces which are not good for
butterflies we will be able to recommend ways of improving these sites

So, the next time we have a fine day, why don't you go to your local open
space and see what butterflies you can find.

Why is a butterfly, what is it for.
For whalt, for why, the butterfly.

Why is a butterfly, where does it go,
When earth is covered with winter's snow.

But winter's soon over, then comes the spring.
Oh what beauty that season does bring.
Fluttering wings that fill the sky.

Why, oh why, is a butterfly.

BookCornerBookCornerBookCornerBookCornerBookCornerBookCornerBookCorner

Diana Downing recommends the following publication:

“Wildlife in Church and Churchyard” by Nigel Cooper -
ISBN 0 7151 7574 2 @ £6.95 - Published in 1995 for the Care o
Churches by CHURCH HOUSE PUBLISHING, Church House, Great
Smith Street, London SW1P 3NZ - Readable, practical advice.
KkhdehRhkhhhh bk ki ke hhkhh ke kdhhhdhk ke hbkkhh kb dbehhts
Observations, survey results, news - would-be welcomed by
Francesca Greenoak for the book she is writing for the Harper Collins}

New Naturalist series on churchyard wildlife and conservation. Send|
ggington, Trin, erts. P23 6HS |
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00 Hot for Orchids?
by Unity Kell

|
i
}

tional Wildlife Week, 15th June

Painted Ladies fluttered round
the University "green bits" as
we assembled to board the
Openshaw Community Bus for
our second Orchid Safari in
National Wildlife Week. Some
of our customers heard about
it on BBC I's "Watch Out".

Our first destination was the
far side of Philip's Park,
Bradford. A loud bang puzzled
us but we were soon distracted
by the enormous wooden
barriers blocking off the site
we had come to admire. It had
been swept away by a large
scale sewage installation. lan
revealed that he had been told
that the operation should not
have a significant impact on
the environment of the park.
So no wildflower meadow and
only a couple of Common
Spotted Orchids, discovered by
Anthony when he plunged into
the woodland ... . which
covers the slope down the
River Medlock.
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We set off for ¢
Hulme

he ne
: Locks o
Bridgewater Canal
soon as we hit Oldﬂ
two large pillars

smoke dominated
We arrived at Swap

Xt Site at
the

and a4
am Roaq,
of blaCk
he view.

Street o
find the surrea scene  of

broken glass 3] over the
pavements but life apparently
80INg on as normal. As we
approached Victoria Statjop
the reality struck home as we:
glimpsed the devastation in
Corporation Street and met the
first taped off roads. Superbly
navigated and driven by lan
and Denise, we slowly worked
our way round the diversions,
decided to give the canal a
miss and head for some much
needed fresh air and open
Space at our third site,
Chorlton Meadows.

The lush greenery and cool
shade, birdsong and flowers. It
was like arriving on another
planet. Everyone enjoyed their
picnics and the chance to roam
around, especially the younger
ones. No Bee Orchids to be
found here this time. The
vegetation was very luxuriant
(in need of rabbit grazing?)

though evidence of last
summer's petrol attack, which
burnt out the old orchard,
could still be seen on the trees.
Sweet Rocket, Goat's beard

" and butterflies were abundant

and some fine clumps of
Common Spotted Orchids were
growing near the path. We
then upped the orchid score
dramatically, by driving round
to boggy Kenworthy Fields on
the far side of the Mersey
Valley. Marsh Orchids thrive
here and there were still some
Orange Tip butterflies on the
wing. lan found the Common
Spotted Orchids growing in the
glade we coppiced in 1994.

The dry banks of the road
cutting on the Wilmslow Road,
near the airport, offered a
complete contrast. This is an
SBI, with five species of orchid
recorded. Only Common
Spotted and Twayblade were
in evidence, together with
other species which flourish on
sunny, well drained sites, Birds
Foot Trefoil and Mouse-ear
hawkweed, over which danced
Common Blue Butterflies.

visions of an ice cream van in
the car park at Abney Hall
Park, in Cheadle. This prr;*.ed
illusory, despite the numbers
of people in the park enjoying
the lakes and meadows. A
desperate search party went
back into Cheadle. The rest of
us plunged into the marshy
area and were instantly
wallowing in Marsh Orchids,
the finest colony in Greater
Manchester, each stand more
exuberant than the last. A
flourishing clump of Common
Spotted Orchids were soon
found, growing much larger
than the specimens on the
road cutting. Green-veined
Whites decorated the site and
lan spotted a Painted Lady,
bringing his butterfly count for
this site to 16 species. The
high point for me was a pair of
Four Spotted Chasers
(Libellula quadrimaculata), a
species of dragonfly which is
quite common in North
Cheshire and likely to turn up
anywhere the conditions are
suitable, including garden
ponds. So ended another
most memorable day out with

Manchester Wildlife. ’
Now extremely thirsty, we had HEHSLRVBHEBEIEE
Magpie Spring 96 Page 10



e

Sunday 2nq

une 1996: h(nnt-ming I se

"“ KS"'W""'!)' Fields, by have
movemem of Millipedes as
:"N)l'k'“]ll('.'ﬁ in '».“g‘. ll“l'“)('rh. over a period f ‘r()dd lhr()llgh the ﬁ(:lds,
anyone know why they do this? Tod: e e s Does
e the Mersey vagey | noticed pagyen K around various
everywhere. s o 7 RO Painted Lady  butterflies
people 1 have slml‘u-gfuilh . lh(;\( 2y, Sk e Hareed oo
! s WL, and also by Simon Ki > ision
ese butierflies are : ; ’ INg on the television,
L S are migranis which arrive | v i
\ . it : ‘ rom North Africa each year
::;:'m limes mﬂy a few, but in occasional years, in vast numb(‘r; ((m;
e i m(?st migrant species), This vear, however, | have heard a ramour
that this years influx may have had more than a linle help from the
hand ol man (Or chilc?),

| The information is that the Butterfly Society
has been issuip 18 chrysalises 10 schools for them 1o study the process
ol Meclamorphosis. However, the rniles State that they can o iy observe

the emergent adults lor about 3 days, and then must release them into
the wild. I don't have 1o tell you that the species involved is the Painted
Lady. 1 have no confirmation, as yel of how many schools were
involved but, according 1o the reports received, it could be a massive
nation-wide release. 1sn't nature wonderful!

€in to observe €y

undersioog is
they cross the

never TY year

the  anpgg

the same little birdy” who 1old me about the l’i:jl)t(‘(l Ladies, also
informed me that Groundwork have surveyed Trafford IZ(‘nk)gy" Park
(where they are thinking of setting up their new HQ), and lfmt 'm(:
translocated Great-crested Newis, [rom Parbold Qunrry l‘l'l \Vigfilll(.";llrl;
still there and doing nicely. We had lhoug!n that m.Ls ‘"(l;:'(YL’::(I (mc
et t ‘ll':llllk(;nl(l"hl;?)l? Zlar‘rllll)‘(‘;\(/‘ wzsrl(‘?n flushed down
' ation. If this report is ¥ MY Y : ,
:lr ;(" l;'l:ll):;“i\l Hch was one suggestion atter seeing their new home.

5:  when I started my walk along the Rx:/;é
1e, 1 got the immediate impression ﬂ::?:)u e
there seemed to be huge Smo[kﬁ; Ny
had, in fact, been a massive ha}ching oformaﬁons
: "clowds”. 1 did notice 'w?aﬂon

these started from the bankside vege , going

2 .5 from the vertical.
0 feet alddboul‘l(zv (;segret‘ the sides were
columns ll

v € » 1€

Mersey from Stanton Avern
whole area was on lire -
everywhere. There
and they were forming inio large
that surprised me; ;
straight up for about 30 or 4he«;e
what amazed me about (hese
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Beﬂl Valley Bzmi by Merton Niven

in, yet another urban green wedge providing amenity,
Onceuialfiat;n;n)é a haven for wildlife is scheduled for destruction by a
]Ioracglq authority in their UD.P. The authority is Oldham (who
roclaim their concern for open spaces and naturg CODSQF;{:‘ZJJ:
phen it suits), and the area is the Beal Valley, which runs from
gldham through Shaw and Milnrow. The valley has rradmon_al
farmland, both grazing and hay meadows and a number of wetlands
including Royton Moss SBI; the qnly lowland peat bog in Oldh?m._
The whole area was recently classﬂ_‘led as.g;[een Belt and t'he all fr
the valley is well used for recreation, with many foqtpams. T he
fields and wetlands support a year round variety of bnrds', some of
which are now locally and regionally at risk. Conveniently, no
survey has of mammals, amphibians, invertebrates or archaeology
has been undertaken, despite the wealth of local expertise, both

professional and amateur.

And what is the threat to this precious environmer?t on the door§tep
of densely built up urban communities? The area is to be ma"de into
a tip in the form of a huge bowl constructed from “inert” spoil,
industrial and commercial waste, up to a depth of 14 metres; some 2
million cubic metres delivered over eight years. The site of Fhe
planned tip is underlain with old mine woﬂdngs and a geologncaci
fault, aquifers supplying drinking water and is of course on the ‘001
plain of the River Beal. The waste will not include liquid chemicals
but will include commercial food waste. Having destroyed a large
area of the Beal Valley, and endangered the groundwgter. systir:sr
the “crowning glory” will be a gglfjgumg!. C_ogent objections .\(r;
been expressed by C.P.R.E., Lancashire Wildlife Trust,.by al seni
officer of the (late) N.R.A. and by Oldham's own senior p ngt?,i
officers. The Council ignored this advice and steamroller
Planning permission through in 1994.

Magpie Spring 96 Page 12



, Beal Valley Rescue, is still trying 1o halt the o,

m % r has yet to be granted a Waste Managemen lI 1(:?:::?

Jim Stdworthy, a local resident and LWT supporter |eq 8 very

sful ramble around the site in June - remember Mw:, 1A 4

4 1o See” at Bruntwood Meadows? The whole scheme make‘s’::

ockery of responsible planning and waste management, pybjc

good, local democracy and, not least, protection of gy,
landscapes and bio-diversity.

Contact Jim Stidworthy % 01706 841074 if you want (o support
Beal Valley Rescue.

Recycling Was'e

We need recycling sites in Manchester and it would be thought that when an
opportunily presents itself it should be taken up with a great deal of enthusiasm
MW member, David Schofield, has told us a sad tale of a missed opportunity
near s home in Fallowfield. This is written in diary form

by Malcolm Practice

Bottle bank sites in Manchester - The reality
Mdﬂnhmhvoywmo-bymm

1984 - JullAug: | make weekly complaints 1o the Land & Property Dept (L&P)
andior Plancweg Dept. re. (1) Building waste being dumped on land; (2) Building
winout pranning consent by developer, (3) Building on land, not owned by the
Gevioper, e covenant on which fortwds such work, (4) Trees felied, site levelled
T s Tt sy b oo s o o
i 5 ‘ | ormer partly o create an access road across

1954 - October: Developer instricted ‘ i v
2 to cease illegal activities and remove
#4c. busit on Land ot owned by hum and covered by covenant.

1’“«":IMWMW : but
, recsive empty promises of action
'“*'N;m March: tmlormmmpomp:wofﬂwm”b‘
sy 7. 100G Dept. April: Cathy Brooks (of Planning) vists sie 874
S s & etter thvowing onus of decision on various third parnies
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IJP again assure me that the sité will not be sold WIthout resolutic
abuses, which they aré dealing with July 18th; 81l no action . | '
ombudlman - Council raspond by asking for exlra trires months 1o "; : :

reply

1998 - August 1st: LAP give four weeks notice of auction of site
must be compléted within six months of sale and purchaser must peY £500 cost
o L&P in addition to purchase bid (this for a sita which cannot e
commercially if covenant is 1o be cbserved) The conditions of sale mearn 1

any purchaser must accept all lllegal actions, including access road as & f st
accompli = 1.8, only oné purchaser in the running. The sffect of the tegal roan
cutting the land in two I8 to isolate a small section at one end LAP 16l ma o o
this is to be sold separalely 1o house owners whose properties back oo e
land. One of these owners has created a car park feeding onto the already over
used Moseley Road. The real result of Council Policy is 1o create up to four e s

roads feeding onto Moseley Road

Lands

U8 used

1896 - March: No action has yet been taken about illegal activities and notrung
has changed. 18th April: | discover that the land has stll not been actually o1

The conditions of sale have been altered and approved al a Sub-commities (L4P)
and a full Council session. Minutes of these meetings have been classified as
confidential by the Director of LAP who writes to me - '| do not agree with your
comment that "I failed to inform you that funds were available 10 protect sites such
@s this under the Local Agenda 21 botlle bank scheme” Firstly | was nol aware
of any such scheme and secondly if you were considering tendering for the site
you should have made your own enquiries to ascertain if any financial grants
were available to assist a possible purchase’

Maicolm Practice comments: As | said, a sorry fale but it is interesting (o see
how the Council actually goes about its work. Does the Council really expect
members of the public to apply for grants (from the Council) so that they can Duy
land (from the Council) to enable them to set up recycling centres \What a way 10
fun a country! If the Council had any bottle they would identify possibie recycing
sites and do it themseives, saving all the messing around  As the land in

question is covered by a covenant - cannot be developed and must be preserved
as a landscaped open space - it would make a much needed green jung in s
heavily developed area and a recycling centre, in one cormer, would be a great




. ew by Daphne Laureola

E&= On the 23rd of April I found myself at
m the glittering portals of the Mayfair [p¢er.
ﬁ‘o i‘l continental Hotel in London, at the kind
g request of B.P., a guest at the 1994 B.P.
Conservation Awards Ceremony, The
credit for this drink in the warm bath of
corporate hospitality goes to my zoologist daughter whose under-
graduate expedition was a runner up in B.P./Birdlife International
Awards. The guest list (set out in a smartly produced programme)
ranged from the leading lights in Birdlife and Fauna & Flora Inter-
national, assorted academics and expedition patrons (Bill Oddie
graced the Mangaia display in person and a very bizarre smock),
other corporate sponsors and lots of B.P. high ups, representatives
from the embassies of the expedition destinations and, of course,
proud parents of the young people on the 13 expedition award
winners. These 13 conservation projects had been selected from
some 270 applications. The Smirking presence of his Excellency the
Indonesian Ambassador, whose genocide-concealing platitudes were
to go unchallenged on B.B.C, News, almost put me off the buffet.

Like shining beacons of integrity and commitment, vibrant with
energy and enthusiasm, the youthful (20-35 yrs) expedition members
lit up the Crystal Room, as they clustered proudly around their
exhibition stands. Each project seemed more fascinating and
deserving of support than the last. The "characters" soon made their
presence felt. | warmed to all of them, glowed with pride for my
own daughter, knowing how much work has gone into the planning
anq fund-raising. [ could but wish that this remarkable and
dehght@ sample of the up and coming generation would be truly
able to influence the future rather more than the collection of self-

satisfied suits with thejr well honed corporate double speak (and that
includes the academics). £ ;
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Then came the well orc}.lest.rateq presentation ceremonies com
with Jill Dando, as continuity gl.r] and cheer leader, in sugar-plum
pink. John Browne, Group chief Executive of Bp. did his bit,
declaring that B.P. never permanent!y damaged the environment,
The four winners in each conservation category gave fascinating
short presentations on the purpose of their expeditions and took

plete

away expensive chunks of glass trophy. Then, following a second

adulatory introduction, Sir David Attenborough came on stage to
deliver his address. He waved his arms about, rocked backwards and
forwards a lot, got Birdlife International and Fauna & Flora
International hopelessly confused with the RSPB and WWF! and
delivered a speech of such breathtaking complacency and intolerance
for contrary opinions that I could hardly believe my ears, even
allowing for the fact that B.P. was calling the tune. The young
woman next to me was being, metaphorically, sick into her handbag.
She was a FoE national campaigner specialising in RTZ and the
Bakun Dam. Geoffery Lean, doyen of environmental journalists (the
only one there, 1 think) rolled his eyes and swallowed ha‘rd,
scribbling the while. Among Sir David's gems was the astogndmg
dictum that the more uncompromising environmental campaigners,
who unfortunately got too much media coverage (Newbury was daily
in the news at the time), were not only hypocrites but, like the
dinosaurs, had no future and would become extinct, and rightly so!
This was predicated on the grounds of their lack of enthgmasm for
polite dialogue with the multi-nationals. Sad to say, this outburst

sent a ripple of (defensive) laughter around the pompous generation.

The young conservationists sat stony faced, having becorfne
accustomed to putting private convictions to one side in the hunt for
funds. Sir David is a traditionally well educated man, tho_“g.h
probably past his sell-by date, and had clearly forgotten VOlta:jri;
great dictum: "l may disagree with what you say, but I will dfefen 25
the death your right to say it." | engaged the great man md S;)e =
"polite dialogue” over the vol au vents, to the effect that | hal 5
involved in conservation (in my own small way) for almost aZ.oln & e
he, but had found his assertion that it only took a bit of dialogu
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, that the
members who had to spend the previous day at

seminars at a nearby hotel, found that no provision had been made

for vegetarian food and requests for such were met with incompre-
hension and annoyance!!

So back home to the ongoing saga of worldwide environmental "rape
and pillage”, together with the continued destruction of indigenous
peoples (in which Indonesia, China and Brazil are the world leaders).
Maybe Sir David is indulging himself with a bit of dialogue in the
front parlour but, for the rest of us doing our bit in the back garden,
the council lobby or up a tree, or just watching in horror as the
destruction continues, take the advice of the Victorian mother to her
newly wed daughter: "Just lie back and think of Attenborough".

Butterflies Again

Painted Ladies are back! There has
been another continental influx which B
ose bred here from the earlier invasion. They
gizna(sj::: i:'xo gtrhmt numbers on the buddleia at g}reat Western Strsst
(behind Aldi). So look out at any buddleia or thistle patch, ;he::eyha;
and prepare to be enchanted by these beautiful creatures. i
also been a mass migration of Silver Y mmhg. These apahrs S
from southern France. What other butterflies and mot Lo
seen in great numbers? Let us know. After a pog;ever e
summer, things are certainly looking up, butterflies W

makes life worth living; don't you think?
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by Anthony Phelps

| don't mean the TV show with John' Thaw as Jack Reagan, but my new

ickname for the Environment Agency, nee the NRA ("Sweeny Todd - the demon
ul per’) [sorTy, it didn't work at Windscale either!] They're at it again, mowin
g: river banks to death. | would like to knpw why, during one of the ongest
drought periods in living memory, they are still so concerned with preserving the
River Mersey as 2 High Speed Dram. | see that they've now signed ail the low
\ing areas as "Flood Basins", which they always have been, but now theyre
officiall (Memories of existing woodland suddenly becoming the Red Rose Forest

spring to mind.)

-

L)

My last article on the River Mersey was quite optimistic, about its flowering last
~ Well, today it just looked a mess. If people have to cut every blade of
grass, | wish they'd take the cuttings away!

Why, you may ask, do | keep going on about this when it seems that no attention
is being paid to me? Well, | attend the meetings of the Greater Manchester
Ecology Unit's Wildlife Working Group, as do the Environment Agency, and the
main task at the moment is producing species lists and plans for "Biodiversity”
For a long time now, it has been noted that the Water Vole, both nationally and
locally, is in extreme decline, if not extinct in some areas. Popular opinion usuas}y
blames predation by Mink as being the only or main cause for this However ‘! d
like to suggest that loss, and mismanagement, of habitat is possibly as great a
cause. Voles need lush waterside vegetation in which to feed. It also pfcvm‘,es
shelter from predation. So, come on Environment Agency, do your.bat for "be;
diversity, let the River Mersey live with pride and allow it to “let its hair down” If
you have to mow things, try controlling the huge forests of Japanese Knoty(eed
and Himalayan Balsam, and let some of the native vegetation, and associated
wildlife, have a better chance

SEIDRDBRDPHHRHOLDLGHRERDOEHHHEPEOTETE
| Theumer Local Agenda 21 Forum is attending a number of fairs, fm !
| #d camnivals in Manchester. If you would fike to help out at any of “mﬂse of |

contact Paul Sanguinazzi on ® 236 5195 Information on work of

_LA21 can be obtained from Brenda Sedgwick on the same number____J

e —— e ——————
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g and chairmakin
to be the most popular but we have one member making gbes::

brooms and another who is keen on blacksmith work using charcoal.
Maybe there are others, out there, beavering away at some woodland
cr#t Olt X’vould like to have a go. If so let us know. for the next stage in
this initiative is to establish craft centres in the Red Rose Forest so as
to create opportunities for people to take up craft work both for
pleasure and even to earn a living. We are negotiating in some districts
of Greater Manchester in order make this dream a reality. A meeting is
being arranged to discuss the possibilities in Manchester and the BTCV
headquarters at Philips Park in Prestwich has great potential. In Bolton
we have aroused the interest of council officials and a site has been
identified. Unfortunately much money would be needed to bring the
buildings back into use but they would be suitable for many
environmental uses. In Salford we have met with the Craft Officer,
paul Smith, and Mike Leiber, from the Museum. We visited Clifton
House Farm in the Irwell Valley which would be ideal for craft work
and Salford Council seem quite keen to put the farm to such a use. 5o,
though there is nothing definite, yet, we are working hard to bring our

glans to fruition. We will keeg you g_g_sted.

i odland in Reddish:
Some of you will have heard of this small are: ;fe I:):d BT

maybe you've been there. A few years ago W Jand which
nov):r 2 haven for wildlife on a rather scrubby patch of grass | outbreak

was used mainly as a rubbish dump. Despite the occasiond

of vandalism it is now thriving. It is

Conservation Volunteers and ourselves.
Magpie Spring 96 page 19

June Greaves, whose idea started the whole ] i
ﬁfi;l ds and did much else to get the scheme offht
ded the Woodland Trust to take over responsibility for the
Mpaw Details have yet to be finalised but the owner has agreed to scl
Bt fx 2 nominal fee, so the future of the Mini-wood should be
b ive and continue to provide a safe haven for wildlife in Reddish,

ng off and who
he ground, has

1k Meadow by lan Brown
Another success story for Manchester Wildlife. Located in the west
comer of Painswick Park, this the site to which we transplanted
wildflowers in 1991. The plants, which included orchids, came from
part of a Grade A SBI which was destroyed by the access road to T2 at
the airport. (The rest of the site is now underneath a car park.) The
area in the park is doing well; the orchids are down in number but
have spread themselves about a bit. as have most of the other plants.
Common Blue butterflies seem to like it. On my last visit I met Len
Birchenall who helped us with the transplant and did other good work
as Chairman of the Woodhouse Park Tenants & Residents Association.
After Len had left a small party of women and children walked round
the meadow. 1 spoke to the oldest woman who told me how much she
enjoyed seeing the orchids and other wildflowers. They reminded her
of her childhood home, Tymaer Farm at Llangasty near Brecon, which
had meadows full of flowers. The farm has now been purchased by the
"hcal Council and Wildlife Trust so will be saved from agricultural
improvement", Though the woman had lived in Wythenshawe for 40
years she had lost none of her Welsh accent and its satisfying to know
4 e done something which will always remind her of home.

| A series of walks are planned in the countryside which would be
| destroyed if the second runway, at Manchester Airport, g1 the
| 80 ahead. If you would like to see what you might be missing
|contact Lance R 0161-998-1888 (evenings) and book yourself 2
| ramble along the beautiful Cheshire lanes and footpaths - dor
! miss it, next year may be (00 late!
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P OStSCl'lpt by Daphne Laureola

fro' 8:)11(;‘;“01” fhc first announcements at the B.p.

2 n ] aya > (:_ nafmn\ A\ydr@ (,C‘rcmony concermed the fate
ll‘la .(unl?n(lg(, gm(lumcs taken hostage by freedom
Rt b ﬁgm'(-‘rs‘ in l‘ri"dfljaya @-'kﬁa' west Papua New Guinea)
' eing made to secure their safe release. Nod o HLE the
Indonesian Ambassador. The expedition had been one of th(‘. ‘l'()()"
Award winners and "everything possible was being done to r(‘lri(‘vf‘\ m()
joint  British/Indonesian  research  team  from their unf(munm(“
pr(‘.dk‘iun(‘m." NO mention, of course, of the horrific predicament of the
entire  Irfanjayan nation and territory  after conquest,  imunigrant
translocations from over populated Java, open season for transnational
exploitation and environimental degradation (RTZ gold mine at
“Freeport”) and the 10 yvear programme of genocide, aided and abetted
by UK anms sales, which has killed an estimated hundred thousand
Inanjayans, mainly civilians, and subjugated the rest to an inhuman
dictatorship.

Then came the great rescue - crack troops from Indonesia, plus support
from the SAS and Scotland Yard. Even more repellent than the gloating
of H.E. the Ambassador and members of the government, was the
appalling bias and racist terminology of the B.B.C's. news reports. No
mention of the fact that West Papua Guinea is as much a conquered
territory as any European country annexed by Hitler or Stalin.
References 1o "primitive tribespeople” and jungle stereotypes found
only in Tarzan films. The reports of the release must surely have been
scripted by the F.O. and Indonesia, secure in the knowledge that
millions of pounds of investment in both arms and (their) national
resources would maintain a veil of hypocrisy over the state of affairs in
Irianjaya. And the slaughter will continue. 1 phoned the Radio 4 duty
officer 10 complain of bias, inaccurai€ terminology and absem.:e of
independent reporting.  Of course it was both um-;afe.and prov‘ocativ‘c
for a joint UK/Indonesian team 10 go into lrianjayq in the first glagc
during a war of independence, but the dictatorship of mdnpe.sla is
dedicated 1o preserving the fiction that this strugglc. does not exxst /l\lr;;’
genuine hope for the last world strongholds of buodiYersnty. mdm:lnal
the integrity of the indigenous cultures will rest vynh me,cvcn ;a

liberation and self-governance of Irianjaya by the Irianjayans. Their ¢ y

will come but painfully and with much suffering.

vou can find out more by phoning Survival lntpmati()ﬂal
® 0171 242 1441 .
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The south Manchester Wildlife WATCH Group was
jaunched (re-launched) on Sunday the 2nd of June at

zz

i

wood Centre for Rural Education. And a good da i
parrs was had by all. 4 l
i

i

ar events are planned, including attendance at the Parrs Wood |
Family Fun Day on Monday the 26th of August; An Earth Walk |
on Sunday the 1st of September 2-4pm; Night Life (bat detecting)
on Sunday the 6th of October 6-8pm, with Tree planting, Fungus
foray and Crafts for Christmas to come. All events take place at
parrs Wood Centre for Rural Education, East Didsbury.

The group is for children aged 8-12 years who would like to learn
about wildlife and have some fun! Under 8's can attend but must be
accompanied by a parent or guardian. Parents are welcome to stay
and join in the activities if they wish. The cost is 60p. per child for
each indoor and outdoor meeting. A parental consent form must be

completed for each child attending. For further details please
contact registered WATCH leaders Chris Swinburn & 0161-445 3433
and Sarah Ross B 0161- 446 1068.

If you have children who are interested in wildlife and
the environment, this is for you.

wildlife
WATCHC
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Lase Diotoiher | vEmpwSr 3T WTPRT Dhove Zal fron
teaws O UNUISLS BEESAENTE AT pmEr Brone ;\,,...?

ye=my ‘e Fappy Tater  They TaC prhomer amumc )
TowRsEE E5 ey wWere TInoEmeEL T e bar's saien -

fﬁ“mw.ﬁeh;mwm So. =arly mex' mommg z
iy || m=caber gp o e DEmsr Shulsh SNC MSTE. DT £ &ML J05 —
Wuw‘wwmﬁzm t fiew Dver o the churpy
fomeer s o i) Ther | moRCEC i DWRET NIRRT Dy e CEge Lar (ranDe)
anrignders  Disarky  TRED 1 BSSTTT T DI TRLCOT | tsammeg that the bire was =

fremr gype ane abie v amt Dn cach withou! gethng spiker They have become
ponuiaT with fatconers 25 they are (rRialwely) 825y 10 DreeT g tram anc they ks
company Yoo wil aimos! certamly mest one a8l @ Talconry dmpizy  They are
pooc with peoe ant chunter guetly wien Stroker How dp { know the? 1 met 2
+Harns Hawr on Suncay 4th of August) at the excelient Rural Draft Far put on by
Bt Holens Counsil Groungwork & 8 7.0 V near Ramiord ¥ was 2 grsat day out

Meanwhite sack m Lipper Brook Sirest the bird refused all inducements fo return
home She tad beern hvmg of pgeons and cast out offal very tappily for over 2
m,mwmwyam The disused church prowdsd 2 secure
fmtioor) refuge whch served ner well nght through the winter, whiie hier owner,
ang other taiconers. tned to recapture fier without SuCTess. She was even taking
(Cigarly we neet more hawies in central Manchester) | had 2 phone call from
o ason them what | knew ang said | let them

I mever got round to phoming Steve, the bird's owner, but meeting Phil Hudson's
mmamm&#mmﬁmmmw
Sagsine Wm.mmmwmu-mmmm”
"‘;"’mwmrmm. As the region's leadnd
mm*ﬁ;bmmwmdmmmmww
% 10 10 tielp o the 161 of Jaruary' She's back home after her 4 MR

awmmwmwmwmu
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| independent, 6th Aug), Geoff Hamilton brought ins dowT, w £z

‘ T Ty | WOrOE e e
= g i) wiile: STE WES ‘mstress o Uhortor-or-edooe

_ 3 comtacion of Meronstaw”. Fom Yerrosss  : purg ey
- 2 Salpomer SHOWIC ¥TO= fhe difier=nce Setween = tawk 202 2 v
” Heres o avp uff TEC OE-NESL WNET e Wi £ st
o Hamist ang WeE's © 3 Wame" :

ol ENCY 95 magazines, Geoff Hamilion, who die 22 w0 su0m U7
e 4th of Amgust, did most for conservanon. Withow GeoTr
 gardeners 1D use peat-free compost would DEVET Dave rEalhel Ll

fhe “ronverted”. He kepr this issue in the forefron: of (e garien;
siibilic's mind - and there are far more active gardeneTs han T 27
conservationists. Without being "cranky or obsessve’ (e

| ezperise to bear on afl kinds of conservation relared 155ues Z0C
{changed the climarte of gardening opinion as 2 result. He fromed e
oSt recent campaign 1o stop illegal use of limestone pavement &
 fertilisers and pesticides,” (The Independent) s he demystified
mMaﬂMdﬁSapprmchmmeWOf
ondinary gardening practice. Friday evenings will not be the s2me
without him, and his camera loving cat.
Anthony & Unity




S ing Matters ~ Thore are tmes
in the planning system. The proposal
by Manchester Merropolitan LIniversicy
1o build houses on playing fields at the
ok of ord Road have been ruled unacceptable by Manchester

h.‘ we% objecred o this, as did many local people, including

Councillor Mary Humpheries. Common sense does sometimes win.

FERAR TRV VIR BRRRRRN

Car Saves Tree - When council workers came 1o fell a 120 vear old
Copper Besch tree on quict suburban Leith Road, in Sale, they found
a parked car underneath and the owner away on holiday. Then local
peaple swung into action when they realised how close the beloved
tree had come t extinction. They contacted Councillor Helen
Busteed and the mater was brought up as an emergency item at the
Technical Services Committee. Now, when the road is resurfaced,
waorkers will excavare, round the tree, by hand. (Cars parked under
trees in Manchester could help quell the enthusiastic chain-saw gangs
who operare in the area - Ed.)
st R R R A RR RN LR

More Butterflies - The reason for the Common Blue butterflies on
the from cover is that this species was abundant during the early
summer on some sites. Look out for the second brood of this most
beautiful jewel of an insect in the next few weeks. Natural meadows,

where the grass is fairly short, are the best places to look.

et R dRRR T AT ERETR Y
srave Matters -We have had a call from a company who is setting
up a woodland cemetery in Worsley. The emphasis would be on tree
planting and meadows which would be of great benefit to wildlife.
This sounds most interesting and more eco-friendly than traditional
mmm When we find out more you will be the first to

RRYRRRAR RGP RN bR
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: m “‘ nwu . \'\'"\3: will the ‘\\mn‘:\“f\js nan hirk
wi m‘ 0 fm‘ac? the Abbey Pond wh o

o V"-"‘Aw'z‘.‘ &

WaS estrowas &
S ove

puilding 3t the Manchester Science Park? In an attemt o & s
; WW& @ pond was built in St George's Park le s s me.. O
Serely & hole in the ground  Don’t miss the next exciting episode 1y . .
sagd. Make Sure your subscriptions to MW are fully paid up so that you we

" > " t yOu we
“ﬂtoneﬂwyourautumn Magpie”.

 This takes place at Birkenhead on Friday the 25th and Saturday 26t of
. The Conference theme is Post Industrial Landscapes (the best stes sor woie s
~ which usually get built on) It's informal, informative and nexpensve anc
~ anyone can attend. Orgarisation is & joint effort by the UWP [part of te W 3+
~ Trusts) and Merseyside Environmental Trust For further nformation coac
~ Chris Gordon or James Marshall ® 01522 544400 Highly recommended

29

o R e

- K you have (or not) and would like to know more about these fascnaing
Creatures, send an AS S A E. (38p in stamps) to Frog Life. Tnon House Branfed
 Halesworth, Suffolk. IP19 9AE. Mark your envelope. "Grass Snake Appea”

p—
e e e A ————ce—

: | inquirie = -‘ m h 'ecnsemﬂon Strategy - We have made
| regarding this strategy and Council policy; we will let you

know the position when we receiveareply. 2

. | sted in office work for MW - See Events List
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USEFUL CONTACTS:
RSNC, Urban Wildlife Partnership . Chris Gordon, 01522 544400

BRIRNBERIS ... ..o ivservsinnnse (NW Regional Office), Bernard Fleming, 01942 820342
Cheshire Wildlife Trust ................... (North Group, Trafford), Liz Blackman, 0161-962 6748
(Wilmslow Group), Tony Browne, 0161-436 1761
Lancashire Wildlife Trust ... Bolton Wildlife Project, Mick Weston, 01204 361847
e L R R (Salford & Trafford), Val Sutton, 0161-872 7640 (day)

(Sale & Altrincham), Shelagh Aston, 0161-860 6910
(Stockport), Kim Porter, 01625 874729 (weekends & evenings)

British Trust for Ornithology ............ (Greater Manchester Recorder), Judith Smith, 01942 712615
Red Rose Forest Team ... Jonathan Woods, 0161-872 1660
REPR. oeee R R (Bolton Group), Tony Johnson, 01204 468850

(Stockport Group), Tony O'Neill, 0161-962 2449
(Manchester Group), Simeon Rydz, 0161-434 2720

T S R R e DU (South Lancashire), Angela Graham, 0161-797 4745
; (Cheshire), Mike Freeman, 01606 41581

Butterflies/Moths .................. TS Barry Shaw, 0161-491 0753

Mammals/Insects ............................ (Bolton Museum), Steve Garland, 01204 522311

- Amphibians/Ponds ..................... Dave Bentley, 0161-724 8602




Please try to take part in as many.
and phone the contact to make sure the

-.events as possible
re are no alterations

plants, fruit and vegetable show and
ay. Contact ® 445 4566.

d Clough - Meadow Mowin

g - Meet at Hough End Crescent,
: (south end of Alexandra Road South). Time 11 am.
a ;, strong footwear. Bring refreshments.

ary Walk - To commerate the mass trespass in 1896 to
1re .;gf the footpath by local land owners. Meet 10.30

/E ;ackburn Road, Bolton. Contact Stuart Murray
me o' Sunday mornin?" - from a poem written at

(Friends Meeting
act lan Brown &
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