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F’RESH AIR NOW - Please? by Chris Winter

1 probably don't need to tell you that Manchester is the most polluted city in the UK.

Levels of nitrogen oxides and ozone regularly exceed European levels aimed to protect
public health. This is worrying enough but the poison in the air 1s expected to get
worse. Ninety percent of the pollution in our city is produced by the motor car. And
the most conservative estimates suggest that the number of cars is to double in the next

15 years!

Already the people of Manchester are suffering and in many cases dying from these
pollutants. Asthma has increased by 60% in twenty years and the government
estimates that ten thousand people die each year from ailments aggravated by diesel

$o what is Manchester City Council doing to relieve such a human cost? Well one
thing that they are doing is building more roads. Another is that they are planning to

build a huge incinerator in East Manchester. They are also likely to build a second

For years, people have been fighting for the Council to listen to the mounting evidence
about health problems, demanded that open spaces are preserved, demonstrated that
more roads simply generate more cars, that incinerators pump deadly dioxins into the
air. But to no avail! Unfortunately for us, the council are still locked into the car
culture mentality of the Thatcher years, where cars equalled prosperity. This 15 an
economical assumption which refuses to take into account health, access to local open
spaces, fresh air, peace and quiet and a good quality of life available to all. Even
though a minority of Manchester's people own cars, roads and car parks have, it
seems, taken priority over everything else.

FRESH AIR NOW intends to put these policies into reverse. We are a loose coalition
of resident, environmental and health groups who have come together behind a radical
- yet practical list of recommendations which we believe the Council must adopt and
act t;:n, if we are to change Manchester into a safe, pleasant place in which to live and
work.

‘We want priority given to clean buses, and cycles; cars to be discouraged and banned
ﬁmn' the city centre and the council to withdraw its support for a second runway and
the incinerator, All open spaces should be protected (not sold off) and nature
emgewaﬁon placed higher on the agenda. We will compel the Council to respond by
putting pressure on Councillors when they are most vulnerable - at election ime. We
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by Ullity Helly
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intervention or "creative conservation”. 1 can think of plenty that have

been ruined by activities such as mowing, flail cutting, re-seeding,
spraying or landscaping.

When temperatures soared and water tables dropped. the vegetation
wilted, giving rise to tales of butterflies dying of thirst and caterpillars
shrivelling up for lack of a juicy green leaf. Maybe things were nol that
bad along the Mersey. Butterfly observers are waiting to see whether this
year's butterfly populations will suffer as a result.

However, robust migrant species reached new heights of profusion and
some were on the wing until November. The star of 1995 was the

Camberwell Beauty - a species of theatrical colouration. | shall never

forget watching them migrate through a limestone pass near the Pyrenees
Remember the two records we reported in the Summer Magpie? They
were the edge of a wave of Camberwell Beauties which alighted across the
east and south of Britain, reaching Comwall and Shetland.

Away from the few protected or favourable areas, all butterflies arc still in
decline in Britain; and at an alarming rate. [n urban arcas it 15 our
remaining pool of common species which really matter. Anything rarer is
a bonus. Most city people, including planners, don't believe you can see
butterflies in town, even when they are just around the corner, so it's
hardly surprising that whole populations can be wiped out by wall to wall
development, without a backward glance; as has and is happening all over
Greater Manchester. No wonder people think you have to visit a Butterfly
House to see butterflies - adding to traffic pollution as you go.

Species extinet this century in Britain
3 Butterflies - 11 larger moths

Species in serious decline
22 butterflies (40% of UK. species) - 52 larger moths

Thanks to Butterfly Conservation News for the national picture.

Magpic Autumn/Winter 95/6  Page 4




5 from
motion to be re; .

g jected op
sociation”, the motion wag

er, and many of_us feel that it
lawev ,we\mll_contjnue to
on's countryside work js

by Merton Niven

f the FAN coalition devised
the delectation of the City
DliC.

and delivered to the relevant
nbolising a local environmental
ction came on day nine. Nine

ing for nine open spaces
up. Curiously these offerings
M.E.N. By this time, the
y offerings (some supporters
supplied the list, mentioned in

> sites of wildlife destruction.

95/6 Page 5

~ For some reason the event got mixed up with a visit from the Duke of

Kent, and had a police escort. FAN is such fun!

Christmas shoppers were mystified on Day Twelve by the Reclaim the
Strects pantomime, outside M&S, but some of them stopped shopping for
a while to watch the fun and enjoy free mince pies. Maybe they also
appreciated the traffic-free zone.

Making Birdwatching Count by Tan McGeorge
In August 1993, 1 made my first visit to the now annual British
Birdwatching Fair at Rutland Water (part of the proceeds each year go o a
designated international conservation project). 1 began birding (sounds
more "athletic" than birdwatching, as Bill Oddie once remarked) in 1985,
and immediately joined the RSPB and later the local members' group and
eventually the committee, but outside this, my "contribution” was n

sending occasional records of unusual sightings, etc. to the County
Recorder.

It was at the Birdwatching Fair however, that [ came across the British
Trust for Omithology (BTO) stand. T knew of them, of course, but
somehow never got around to learning more about them. One of their
signs caught my eye that day - "Make your Birding Count", or words to
that effect. This was a direct reference to the invaluable and extremely
extensive survey work that their members have been carrying out for many
years. To cut a not too long story even shorter, 1 joined on the spot and
soon learnt of an exciting mew project, the Breeding Bird Survey.
Designed to achieve more of a random sample than, for instance, the
nontheless excellent Common Bird Census (where participants choose
their plot specifically), the Breeding Bird Survey chooses one kilometre
squares at random, where all birds seen and heard are recorded, and the
BTO Representative for a given area offers these squares 1o local
members. My square takes in part of a council estate, next to Princess
Road, on to the playing fields, and also most of the full length of Hough
End Clough. With two visits early and later in the breeding season, the
suryey gives new meaning to sightings of our most common species,
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REMEMBER YOU READ IT FIRST IN MAGPIE

""Faith in their hands, they snap in two,
And death shall have no dominion.”
Dylan Thomas

Rest in peace, Ken Saro-Wiwa and friends.
Your struggle is not forgotten - the Ogoni will have justice,
and Shell, their just deserts.

Shell Better Britain - respecting the Earth's resources”
Pull the other one, it's got blood on it.

The execution of nine Ogoni leaders, including one of Nigeria's leading writers, Ken
Saro-Wiwa, on the 10th of November 1995 by a brutal and corrupt military regime,

‘aK.a.. respected member of the Commonwealth and valued commercial client, awoke

wﬁﬂd opimion to some more unpalatable truths. Shell Oil could indeed have saved
Ken's life at the drop of a fax, even if he had had to become an exile. But Ken was
even more effective, sorry troublesome, on the intemational stage than home in
Nigeria. For that, he was hanged.

Phone Tim at Friends of the Earth (834 8221) for campaign information.

We may feel powerless, as individuals, to prevent such atrocities. But we all have the
power to inform ourselves of the political, economic and ecological realities which
give us our daily bread, tank of petrol, etc., just by listening to Radio 4. Our standard
of living is bought at the expense of indigenous peoples and their environment, the
world over; so:

"Make the Connections - Break the Links"

"Red Moss is Saved' - Oh No It Isn't

As predicted in Magpie 85, Bolton Met. Borough recently announced intention to
proceed with a planning application to allow Waste Management UK to create
"Greater Manchester's Millennium Monument”, pardon, super-tip; a lucrative man-
made mountain of our rubbish, 10% million cubic metres in volume, and a mile long,

Undemeath this monument to a throw away society would be Red Moss, County's last

remaining lowland raised mire, a living sample of botanical history and refuge for
plants, insects and birds, squeezed out of other habitats.

Magpie Autumn/Winter 95/6 Page 8




‘along the River
/hat a real river can

of River Water Crowfoot
there's hardly a stretch

This summer 1 thought

were emergent ¢lumps spaced

d out to be Bur-reed. Near

g Rush in bloom, and

This display was softened by a
r flow (better not tell the

Campaigning for Animals - If you didn't know. I'm a vegan, and

as I've got a bit more into it, find myself increasingly involved in animal
welfare and anti-cruelty groups.

One of the groups | support is the International Fund for Animal Welfare
(IFAW). Their latest campaign is a repeat of their original one, to stop the
seal slaughter off the cast coast of Canada. The sad thing about this
resumption is not that "seals eat fish". which has always struck me as
being a lame excuse for killing them, but one part of them, their penises,
are valuable in Asia as an aphrodisiac. It is being denied that this is the
prime reason for the resumption of the cull, as the Canadians state that the
whole of the seal is commercially valuable. However, it is well
documented that the meat is being sold cheaply, simply to be fed to foxes
incarcerated in farms for their fur.

The first part of this campaign asks supporters to write letters (o the major
salmon buyers (supermarkets included), asking them to buy American fish
instead (why not buy British Salmon - Ed). The second part is to take
postcards into local shops, asking them to do the same.

I decided that, as I don't use any major supermarkets, and don't buy fish.
I'd compose a letter to send to them all. So far I've had about a 50%
response and despite the fact that these companies are supposedly in
competition with each other, the replies are remarkably similar - basically
that the east coast fishermen are the baddies, and that they only buy fish
from the west coast fishery which is completely separate. To this
"agument" [ say "Bunkum", not because it's what I'd really say but because
it's more likely to get printed!

If you would like to add your voice to the campaign, send me a stamped,
addressed envelope (with another 19p stamp to cover copying costs), and
I'll send you a copy of the address list, together with an example of my
letter, which you can adapt.

City Council Poisons Wildlife - T don't know what substances the
council uses to control weeds, but even three or four vears afier the
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way between school fields
and Platt Fields parks.

m, and this gives the plot
variety of fruit, flowers and
smne of whom, like myself,

bt sl

association bought some quality pond liners, nest boxes, bulbs, plants
shrubs chosen for their wildlife value. These were distributed to the

ent tenants who dug their ponds and planted the plants on their
lots. Anything remaining was planted up on land surrounding plots and
e banks of the brook. I'm sure this has really benefited and attracted

‘The ponds are full of life and little frogs seem to be everywhere. Along
‘with the hedgehogs, they bring the added benefit of slug control. (Slugs do
not have many friends amongst vegetable growers!) Very early one bright
morning | was privileged to see two dragonflies emerging from my own
pond (built incidentally using guidance from previous "Magpie's") slowly
filling out their wings ready for their first flight. I was transfixed - and
consequently late for work; but that's another story........ .

Other times I've been startled to see a pair of foxes in broad daylight
around 10 am. Talking to other plot holders it seems they are regular
visitors, and stoats have been seen too.

Kestrels, sparrowhawks and herons regularly fly over the site - I often
wonder where they are from, and where they are going. There are
numerous small birds; tits, dunnocks, robins, finches of all kinds and very
noisy wrens. I've heard jays, though have yet to catch sight of them, and
seen migrants like redwings and fieldfares. Sometimes, while taking a
break on my own plot in the cool of an early summer's evening, watching
the comings and goings of insects and birds, the air heavy with the sweet
scent of honeysuckle, it's hard to believe 'm in the middle of a bustling
(6] AN

Oh, and talking of sustainability (which we do, a lot - Ed)...allotment folk
are some of the world's greatest recyclers. Just about every item of
"rubbish" you could imagine finds a good use. From old carpets to kettles,
from baths to bins, and no skip is left unturned in the search for old timber
and glass!
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Sed bythe British
the 17th to the

by lan Brown

 tell what the average Mancunian thinks about their enyi

they throw atit." (You've said it again - Ed) e

1 live, was disgraceful; the council have recent|

normal. Why the council should have to spen
‘mess of the few, is a little mystifying,

y tidied it up but it
d the money of the

in countries do not seem 1o have a problem with litter;
ers can be seen sweeping the streets though, m truth, there

‘about the littering of the sireets, which is bad enough, but fly-
, streams and other of our rare and rapidly decreasing wildlife
me and effort to scatter the rubbish about (a degree in stupidity
in time and resources 10 clear it up Having said that, one
ouble some people must take to find a remote dumping ground
or carpet or; well you name it, we've seen it

campaign to "Get Britain Tidy"; "Keep Britain Tidy" or "Tidy
have quite filled the bill (or the bin). Some dramatic publicity is
 on people the consequences of dropping litter; from the place
best, to the drowning of young boys in culverts, at worst.

the bin is not good enough; what we need is less of it. There are
achieve this end. Expanding on the Greenpeace slogan, "Reuse -
, here is a slightly more comprehensive way to start solving the

m on consumption. Before buying anything, think; do you really
a "Factor of 10 Club" whose aim is to cut consumption to a tenth of
n the richer countries presumably). I will try to find out more about
meantime we could be working our way towards this goal. The latest

5

out is the use of shampoo, on the principal that clean, hot water is quite
'washing of ones hair. What next? Suggestions on a postcard please

a carrier bag: when out shopping, take a bag with you. If you really need

%ﬁeﬁm least packaged altemative. Why some things need packaging 154
dry cell batteries; do they need to be sold in a bubble pack, put in a
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paper and bot:llu, dump them in the recycling bins, do your
P wduainmm cans, on the way home. Therell be 4 ggsh
(But mber, I've got the concession for Heald Green), In
ng facilities seem to be di@nng but we hope this will be
would like to run a recycling unit, to raise money for your favourite
phone Mi]:e Mg at the Sustainability Group on 234 4629 Then
Agenda 21 is RUBBISH.

sting. All garden waste, and organic domestic waste (except
the compost heap. The result is a beautiful rich loam which cap
1in your vegetable plot and save you buying fertilisers and
* disappearing peat mosses). Compost bins and wormeries can be
neil at bargain prices. In Manchester, phone 273 4578 Exi.
, Mark Rimmer 474 4889.

2] is Education and Consultation. If my experience while
le materials is anything to go by, a lot of education is needed on the
g. There are many examples but finding bottles, strewn on the
te bin, right next to a bottle bank is one of the best.

be old stuff to some of you; if so and you have some great ideas for
Jlet us know. Better still, why not take part in the Waste & Pollution
Phone the Manchester LA21 Forum, Tel. 236 5195 for more details

Il this to do with wildlife. Well, all the rubbish we throw away has 1o
In the case of Greater Manchester this could be Red Moss. This S5S1
our rarest wildlife habitats. DON'T USE IT, OR LOSE IT, or as it

+ Reuse + Repair + Retumn + Recycle = Less Landfil-Misguided
s = RED MOSS SAVED?

1 have heard it said that what the individual can do will not make a
. Don't forget, there are 60 million individuals in this country, acting
y can make a considerable difference. 1f not YOU, then who?

else is happening in Local Agenda 21?7 The Action Groups are going strong

to hand in their Initial Statements. Public consultation will be between
June, this year, with the hope that the draft document will be out by the end

. "Manchester City Vision" the newsletter of the Manchester Loca_'. A_\gcnda 21
Copies should be available in libraries, information centres and similar places
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by Lesley Bernadis

is a lot you can do to attract birds. Small birds (robin
rrows) will appreciate lots of shelter - this means a higt;
with some evergreen shrubs, which is allowed 1o g;a;.v

to provide immediate shelter from predators, roosting places
rain and wind, and possible nest sites in spring. Larger-
rds will be discouraged by high hedges - landing is nutclun
€ off can be problematical. Of course, all birds appreciate food.
winter. Finally, if birds build nests under your eaves. make
jain undisturbed - damage to property will be negligible.
yxes are a possibility, but don't be surprised if they arc
bfyour eaves. .

can survive in your garden but suitable hibernation sites are

‘a problem (you could try a hedgehog box - send 2 p

, encouraging hedgehogs to live near a busy main road is

jave liftle road sense. On the whole, the hedgehog is not well

g unless your garden is close to a natural feature such as a golf

valley. Mice, Voles, etc. - These are unlikely to survive in an

the high population of cats which are almost as nocturnal as

in the heavily urbanised areas, especially where the houses are

to be weather-tight. Bats will not damage your property and

protected by law. It is important not to disturb their hibernation

‘be fatal. If you find a bat colony you should report it to the
the local bat group. (See Useful Contacts on back cover )

chance of frogs being successfully introduced into your garden 1s

s a pond and generally frogs will find it. If this does not happen,
introduced in mid to late March and a friend or neighbour may be a
ply. Failing that, you could ask Chorlton Water Park Wardens (Tel.
take some of the frog spawn donated by local residents like me.

't worry, frogs still seem to survive. Newts - | have never tried

1 understand that they require a large pond and large grassy
*predators such as cats and dogs, so they are probably not suited to

Moths - These are so impressive and quite easy to attract to your
nectar-rich plants such as Buddleia but providing conditions for
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against - mainly against - a second runway. The

‘up to 50,000 jobs will be created. This claim,

wcil, a major shareholder in Manchester Airport plc, has

by many, notably MCC itself (an MMC witness at

only 8,500 jobs would be created). There are other

but these are largely played down because of their

concerned with massive financial and political capital to
(Same old story.)

runway proposal are diverse, and as many as there are people
;. ed by it. Here are some of the arguments: Reference
“Pigs Can Fly", which outlines the economic arguments, will
being an advantage, a second runway would actually be a

i national economy. Further considerations define the proposal
ists describe as "A major environmental catastrophe”

d destruction: 700 acres of open countryside and
purchased from the National Trust - The River Bollin to

¢ farmland will be destroyed - 4 MILLION TONS of
| be dumped in the Bollin Valley in order to create a 90 fi

ition Against Runway II - Tel. 0161-225 4863)

ence on Runway Il organised by Environment,

g Research on Saturday March the 3rd at

opolitan University. Booking: Martin Lever 0161-226

for local groups and individuals - should be a thought
y interesting speakers are booked.




md your help - tools, building %tu!‘f
plastic sheet, etc.

: -h departure of Manchester's Countryside Officer,
Elaine Norsworthy.

So farewell Elaine,
Wildlife Matters............
Didn't.

You knew that
and went.

Sl welcome mercurial Tony Jones,
: Calling a spade
~ a conservation fashion accessory.
May the Mersey Basin
Trust in you.

hil Barton as Director of the Mersey Basin Trust.
 in the post since the Trust's formation, but is still
-good work in Manchester. Tony comes to us via
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pew stores were wonderful and, "you can't stop
= et sec any Il let you know:

let me know that six of their number were going
s inti contact with the shoppers. A little
Two had got

“ent to the success of their venture.
four were arrested for aggravated trespass and
‘v Their case came up on the 22nd of January at
Iw.om along with the banner to give support, joined by
was : answer to, on both counts; they had come
asked by the police, and the opening ceremony had finished
[ had entered the store. The Magistrates had
over (1 thought you had to be found guilty for that) but they
aid that the police should also be bound over, as they had also
discussion, the accused were released and are now
arrest. When the police were at the store, the manager
man on the roundabout” arrested as well. Apparently he
ways it's a pity | wasn't arrested; 1 could have made a bit

4 .

point of continuing to protest now that the stores are
inue to inform people of the fact that Bruntwood Hay

‘hope it will make Sainsbury's, and their like, think
) our precious countryside. If you would like to
, phone the editor.

- Manchester Wildlife members who tumned up, on the
banner proclaiming ~"Sainsbury’s - Not Wildlife's

by Malcelm Practice

pment Plan, we might have been excused for
as to where development could take place and what
' _Hgtnn; recently there has been a spate of departures
Ww of use and selling off of open land. (People
 areas unless the wish to develop it.)

intha Medlock Valley (Ancoats) which the Council
franchise showed interest and i
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you to the members who sent in butterf]

i P Y survey reports, las
 how ﬁnmmm' fRei cetalls I tho spring ”‘Magpxz.» q’|1[a“7'l.
w]mo cl'zm = fgr wildlife. Butterflics are .ii IInr:s
n we know where they are we will be better able to protect iﬁeir

._ t'lndlcators - Light trap surveys of moths, im Heald Green, |
sting faci_ on the biq-divcfsity of the area. In 1994, there ":’“1?:‘_
hs trapped; in 1995 this was down to 180 species Could this Eer l 'J"i
with the building of the Sainsbury/John Lewis su L'-"I'LL- o
5, you bet your life it could! i

b —rlm Lepldus

o e

19 Maple Grove, Bath BA2 3AF
Telephone 01225 4844712,

Fax 0117 9420164

Send s2a.€. for fuu catalogue
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hy Fields, Mersey Valley. Meet 11 am.
Maitland Avenue (off Barlow Moor Road)
437 7040 for details. Wear strong
ton Ees. With B.T.C.V. Contact 872 7640

- Details as for 18th Fe 2

'-1

Nature Walk and Woodland Activities - Renworth Fields and Chorlton

Water Park. Details as for 18th February. Suitable for children.

Persons under 16 years of age must be accompanied by a responsible adult.

Local Agenda 21 - Public Consultation Iaunch - This will be more

& ?
interesting than it sounds. Phone Ian Brown 437 7040 for details.

March 1996

Sunday = 10th Martyrs School - SpriIIJClean—Gmeralmnagementworkm
this school nature area. Meet 12 noon at the school - Manley Road/
Alexandra Road, Whalley Range. Contact Tan Brown 437 7040.

Tuesday 12th Social Meseting - 01d Monkey Public House, Portland St./Princess St
Time 7.30 pm. Convenient for Piccadilly bus station and Metrolink
(St. Peter's Square/Piccadilly). Contact Ian Brown 437 7040.

Wednesday 20th Manchester Watch Group - Meeting to restart the Watch Group (Young
person's section of the Wildlife Trusts) At Parrs Wood Centre for
Rural Bducation. Time 4.30 to 6.30 pm. Contact Chris Swinburn Tel.
248 8279.

Thursday 28th General Meeting - Time 7.30 pm. At the One World Centre, Friends
Meeting House Basement, Central Street (off Mount Street) Contact
Unity Kelly 226 4583.

April 1996 ;

To be announced. Strategic Planning Meeting - 7.30 pm at the home of Unity Kelly,
13 Ruskin Avenue, Rusholme - Contact 226 4583

Tuesday oth Social Meeting - 0ld Monkey Public House, Portland St./Princess St
Time 7.30 pm. Convenient for Piccadilly bus station and Metrolink
(st. peter's Square/Piccadilly). Contact Tan Brown 437 7040.

Saturday 27th Members' Day/AGM — Parrs Wood Centre for Rural Education. Starts at
10 am. Environment Question Time about 2 am. More details in next
"Magpie" - Not to be Missed.

May 1996

Sunday 12th Spring Walk - Loonts Lake to Gatley Carrs — Meet 1 am at Tatton Arms
py Northenden Weir, Mill Lane (of f Palatine Road, Northenden. Join
us on a leisurely nature walk. Wear strong footwear and clothing
appropriate for weather. Bring lunch. Contact Tan Brown 437 7040.

Tuesday 14th Social Meeting -~ 01d Monkey Public House, Portland St./Princess St
Time 7.30 pm. Convenient for Piccadilly bus station and Metrolink
(st. Peter's Square/Piccadilly). Contact Ian Brown 437 7040.

Friday 17th BT Environment Week Starts

If taking part in practical conservation tasks, please make sure that your tetanus

MEMBER OF

injections are up to date

Putting Wildlife on the map



TBA Parrs Wuod Family Fun Day

SEPTEMBER

10th. Social Meeting

26th: General Meeting

TBA: Hough End Clough Hay Cut
TBA  Autumn Walk

AP e e
 (includes "Enviro "ertauasﬁerwnell")
MAY

12th  Spring Walk - “Loonts Lake to Gatley Carrs”
14th  Social Meeting

17th BT Environment Week starts

30th  General Meeting

27th BT Environment Week ends

TBA Hough End Clough, Knotweed Bash/Tidy Up

OCTOBER

ath: Mersey Basin Weekend staris
7th:  Mersey Basin Weekend ends
8th:  Social Meeting

{-21st "Appie Day" -

TBA Strategic Planning Meehng [4/96]

TBA Urban Wildlife Parinership AGM and Conference

Aummmmsé'mheme S

JUNE

gth  National Wildife Week starts

TBA Quaint and Curious Wildlife Events
11th: Social Meeting

16th National Wildlife VWeek ends

SUMMER MAGPIE R
q
: é‘e

NOVEMBER

12th: Social Meeting

20th: National Tree Week starts
28th: General Meeting

TBA Woodland tasks

DECEMBER

1st.  National Tree Week ends
10th: Christmas Social Meeting
31st  Accounting Period ends

for the events listings in your Magpie.

There will be other events throughout the year, so watch out

For further details, contact

lan Brown: 0181-437 7040

Unity Kelly: 0161-226 4583 (plus answerphone)



