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to Wound....Voluntary Sector cuts latest

-wide resistance to the 100% funding cuts to 3 key support agencies has
d back the Council executioner's axe. But life on death row is scarcely any
tter as the Labour Group and members of the all-powerful Policy and Resources
ymmittee haggle over the sentences. According to the latest VAM
wsletter, Manchester's Volunteer Bureau, is to be the sacrificial lamb (just as
we were planning a recruitment drive for our conservation projects), while VAM

~ and MARC are 1o be killed off gradually. This is an appalling way to treat skilled

and dedicated staff who have done so much to retrieve Manchester's shaky
reputation and we will be just one among the hundreds of voluntary organisations
struggling to make the world a better place, who will suffer as a result. We have
been obliged o put important (award-winning) projects on hold as the services
from MARC are crucial to their progress. This may be money that will never

~ be spent on wildlife for people in Manchester. Cynical observers of the local

scene have pointed out that the City Council will be only too glad to see a
reduction in the activity and influence of the social and environmental "awkward
squad.” Willing to wound, and yet afraid to strike - Alexander Pope 1688-1744

NOIMEEEBOARD - = ... Desperately Seeking Solutions

Your Wildlife team is running ever harder just to stay in the same place. We
need more and regular help with routine tasks and with the matters which jump up
and demand 1mmediate or sustained action. But it's increasingly obvious (from the
state of our houses) that this help has to have somewhere 10 go in order to be
eftective. This is usually called an office, or even a Resource Centre. But there is
no way we could raise the money for the rent to start with; the cost of providing a
telephone. word processor, printer and basic office furniture, plus the increased
running expenses that would appear as soon as we started to deal with those tasks
which simply get shelved (dumped in grocery boxes), would tax our resources to
the limit. Yet we are often expected to "deliver" as if we had staff. If there is a
public spirited capitalist out there who would like to help wildlife, then please get
in touch. And our advice comes a lot cheaper than that from a consultant!

WHAT ABOUT THE REST OF GREATER MANCHESTER?

In the 10 years of our existence, we have been most active in Manchester.
Stockport. Trafford, Salford and Tameside, in declining order. Bolton, Bury.
Wigan have their active wildlife defenders and of Oldham and Rochdale we know
not a lot. The need for active and visible urban wildlife groups in every
urban local authority has never been greater; nether have the opportunities. Isn't
it about time Manchester Wildlife became a Co-operative Federation of borough-
wide groups, linked by a common identity and framework, but each running
their own show with help from a central office or resource centre? It would only
take four or five people in each area to make a start with help from us.
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EOPLE MATTER

v a regular slot. Contributions and suggestions welcome.

we approach our tenth anniversary, MW would like to send a giant VOTE OF
I KS to Chris Gordon at the Wildlife Trusts National Office. Chris
became the Urban Wildlife Officer just three years ago. He services and knits
together the Urban Wildlife Partnership, (our national network) and edits the
UW Newsletter. He is our greatest asset in the sometimes tenuous link between
this small organisation and the ramifications of RSNC headquarters. As a non-
Trust, we could not receive this invaluable support without the UWP and Chris.
The Urban Wildlife Partnership recently achieved Charitable status as a sub-set of
RSNC and have a tasteful new brochure setting out all the benefits of membership
(and one of lan's photographs). Any group involved in the urban environment in
any way can apply for membership and receive "service with a smile”. Call Chris
on 01522 544400.

COMING SOON

The first regional gathering of Urban Wildlife Groups in the North West,
organised by Chris Gordon.

HERE AND THERE Better Red than Dead?

Will Red Moss go to Waste?
Red Moss is one of the few remaining tracts of lowland raised mire or peat bog (a
gross over-simplification of its ecological value and interest) left in Greater
Manchester. [t bas been degraded by land fill and drainage, but far smaller
sites have been protected and lowland peat bogs are to be rehabilitated by English
Nature with European funding. Alas for Red Moss, it was bought by Bolton
Council with an eye to the main chance, as landfill makes money. Red Moss is 1o
become Greater Manchester's supertip - a monstrous mountain of our rubbish. EN
have designated it an SSSI but the Boiton UDP Inspector was not impressed. But
Red Moss still comains many secrets; new invertebrate records for the county
are being collected all the time. But time is running out for the Moss unless
Bolton can be shown the error of their ways by the public.
Friends of the Earth HQ and local groups have teamed up with the Lancashire
Wildlife Trust to run an intensive campaign over the next four weeks in Horwich
and Bolton.
6th April: Bog Man Stunt - Bolton Town Centre
1st May: Public Meeting in Horwich

More serious lobbying and research will take place behind the scenes. If you can

help: contact FOE or LWT. Come on the MW guided walk on National Bog
Day, 23rd July.
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Parks for the People MANIFESTO Launch and Gathering on Saturday, 8th April.
2 till 4 pm in Manchester Town Hall.

Parks and Open Spaces are in the news - not always for the best of reasons.

There will be some very interesting speakers and lots of networking. MW has

endorsed the Manifesto. The Heaton Park Inquiry looms. Wassailing took place in
Platt Fields for the first time in history (7). A huge chunk of open land along
the Nico Brook in Gorton now has a planning application on it. Much will be
made of the Philip's Park 150th anniversary but who will be defending the
“lesser” parks. As other spaces for wildlife are built over, even that atractive
triangle between Piccadilly and UMIST, parks will be almost the only refuge for
nature in the city. Our UWP has plans for a national park project which ties in
with the new People's Manifesto. It seems a far cry from the prescriptions of
Manchester's Urban Design Code, a.k-a. maximum control and minimum

greenspace.

Look out for a piece by David Lord in The Indie to coincide with the Event on the
8th April.

I am as free as nature first made man, Ere the base laws of servitude began,
‘When wild in the woods the noble savage ran. John Dryden
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Pests are a Problem

it slugs? Try to reduce their food supply by planting inedible
s, bushes, etc. and forget about a tasty herbaceous border of annuals
m enerally safe from slugs, except when they are first planted, ami
to be quite resistant. Rake up any dead leaves - slugs also feed
ation. Aim to leave the soil uncovered as slugs breed under
1, damp rocks, etc. Natural predators are believed to mnclude
voodlice. (Editor's note - the latest, from the Natural History
4- 2/4/95) is that, even in the conventional garden, leaves and
h be left on the ground to encourage plant decaying fungi.
prevent harmful fungi [bootlace] from becoming established. The
is is that nobody sweeps up the leaves in woodlan(7 and the
re not a problem. That leaves [pun] you with the slugs!)

rom (harmful) insects, many have natural controls/ predators. such
control greenfly. The Soil Association is a good source of detailed
Other controls which are more immediate require more stomach - e.g.

are naturally repellent to insects and/or animals - for example: rue.
it. greater celandine and even wormwood. Try to identify the plants in
. which do not attract insects then aim to interplant these among your

n can be considered a bonus, even if you didn't plant it personally.

 often under-rated item. Try to identify different native varieties. and
seeds home with you for throwing into your garden corners.

generally be a genuinely wild area for both plants and animals.
et time when we move on to the animal world. If you can‘t_wa'it till then
n excellent Wildlife Gardening leaflet, published by the Wildlife Trusts
A4 folded). These have proved very popular. Send in your order to the

closing 3 second class stamps to cover cost and postage.
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money's gone”. Paul
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rong runs from the obvious to the unfortunate. For example,

tart, when dates were set, Global Forum bosses failed to notice that

ncided with Wimbledon and the World Cup. And was Global

on, the Duke of Westminster, a wise choice in view of his poor

h Environmentalists?

timing was unfortunate in other ways as well. It fell in the wake

mpic bid and raising cash at the end of a bitter recession wasn't

. It should also be questioned whether the world was ready

ly two years after the first. Unity Kelly adds: "Global

got a4 product that anyone wanted. It was Just a set of grandiose

eyond reality conceived from a union of investors, the council and
n the environmental bandwagon”.

lobal Forum's problems must lie in its pervasive management

- original chief executive Dave Spooner was ousted early on and

io organiser Chip Lindner. For a while, Lindner seemed to be in

 reality he was having problems convincing the people of
pay to come to Global Forum.

‘}_993 things took a turn for the worst when Lindner upset local Trade

ng five staff. Meanwhile, Global Forum hit financial ditficulties

dget of around £3 million escalated to £8 miliion with no sign of

nsorship.

i})isg'“'as underway and he resigned in February 1994 due to

1ts with the board. In the same week 30 staff were made redundant

. were dropped except the core conference. Chip Lindner went

/ing: “The event is destined to fail - the level of political, public and

pport is much less than expected”. After a public relations
this scale, enthusiasm for the event was hard to muster.

Global Forum has limped along, confusing local environmental

1 the costs and the basis for admission to the event, whilst trving to
ernational delegates that it's still worth their while attending.

1d of the day we have an environmental conference for 600 delegates at

least £6,000 per head. But what's in it for Manchester? Arnold

ds "The impact of Global Forum on the general population of

- will be very small indeed but for Manchester as a city of international

will do a great deal”. Really?

IS the first episode of an article commissioned by the Manchester
‘s, but never published. In the next Magpie we will be bringing you
nd episode - What Went Right.
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. THIS WILDLIFE IN MANCHESTER?

this question was asked of me at a 'strange’ event MW attended
at UMIST. It so surprised me that I'm not certain whether it was
d. The actual response is, just open your eyes - it's all around you.

I've had some superb Fox sightings recently. On
rning, just before 8 am, as I started my walk along the
Stanton Avenue, I noticed a raft of Mallard swimm-
: h is unusual. I noticed what I thought was a
Glancing around for its owner, I found I was
oculars on the creature, and was delighted to
ing through the ducks. [ watched him climb up
bank and stand about 10 yards from me where
Iry, watching me, and, without hurrying, or show-
- the wall and continue his journey.

January, walking to Withington along Palatine Road. on a
fox leapt from near Christie Hospital, bolted across the
e by luck than judgement, disappearing behind the
ed me about this was that no-one else noticed it
ite me at the bus stop. and the fox had crossed their
The following day, I was taking an early morning
and looked over the bridge onto the disused railway line.

wny Owls before and saw a fox come from a Central
d along the track for several minutes before | lost sight of

City Centre sightings of Common Buzzard. My first
again unnoticed by other people around me. I'd seen
the River Irwell over the Ramada Hotel, calling 10
was later ‘confirmed' by Adam Davidson, who'd

| 00 other sites. | saw them again over the far end of
cent Buzzard sighting was about 8.15 am on a Monday

. of March, as T was walking from Piccadilly towards
near the Arndale tower and watched as they started
as they moved off, it belted down with hail. which

"hope” - You never know what you're going to see, when or
: you live or work in the City, you can't see
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ible. It is best

% rations.

April 1995 ) i e Sharples - Tel. 445 5659.
> A l1th g NS hﬁ 2P
Saturqga ' Me Museum) . = White Li €1, Liverpool Rd., Castlefield
May 19915" 29th Members: D;,,ng_,ZSegm Contact Ian Brown 437 7040 i
=i : [ - See newsletter, details with Magpie. '
%th Social Meeting - white 11
Sunday Air Miseum) Time 7.3 on Hotel, Liverpool Rd., Castlefield (opp
14th Hough End Clough . w 0 pm. Contact Ian Brown 437 7040
(South end o fquvglAl" lm"d:"eea Bash/Tidy Up - Meet Hough End Crescent
b g Wear old C]-Othese)&wboola Road South), Mauldeth Road West. Time 1llam.
E : ts. Bring food/drink. Contact Ian 437 7040.
h Casti g
Sunday st COnt:fiem Basin/Rochdale Canal Plant Up — Details to be finalised.
Thursday 25en ct Unity Kelly 226 4583.
MeeGe!mt‘al Meeting - Time 7.30 pm. At the One World Centre, Friends
eting House Basement, Central Street (off Mount Street) Contact
Saturday Al Unity Kelly 226 4583.
th "Tame the Goyt on the Brinnington/Bredbury Rail Ranger® — Meet 1lam
at Brinnington Station on the Marple Line. Buy a Rail Ranger Ticket
from any station in Greater Manchester. Take the 10.38 Marple train
from Piccadilly Station to arrive in Brinninton.at 10.50.. 437 7040.
Jume 1995  ERARIRNA SRy Mg 0 By i B e g

National wildlife Week

-~ Minibus Tour of Urban Orchid Sites - Booking

Sunday 11th "Anyone for Orchids"
Essential - Contact Unity Kelly 226 4583
Tuesday 13th Social Meeting - White Lion Hotel, Liverpool Rd., Castlefield (opp
Air Museum) Time 7.30 pm. Contact Ian Brown 437 7040
Wednesday 14th Dawn Cruise and Breakfast Afloat - Cruise down the Bridgewater Canal
5.00 am Start - Booking Essential - Contact Unity Kelly 226 4583
Sunday 18th "Instant Wildflower Meadow" - English Martyrs School, Manley Road,
(west of Alexandra Road South). Time 12 noon Contact Ian 437 7040.
July 1995 :
Tuesday 11th Social Meeting - White Lion Hotel, Liverpool Rd., Castlefield (opp
Air Museum) Time 7.30 pm. Contact Tan Brown 437 7040
Tuesday 18th Strategic Planning Meeting - 7.30 pm at the home of Unity Kelly,
13 Ruskin Avenue, Rusholme - Contact 226 4583
sunday 23rd National Bog Day - Visit to Red Moss, Horwich, Bolton - Details from
Unity Kelly 226 4583
d 27th General Meeting - Time 7.30 pm. At the One World Centre, Friends
YR CRY Meeting House Basement, Central Street (off Mount Street) Contact
Unity Kelly 226 4583.
1995 ; ; :
gl‘:ngg:; 6th Dragonfly Day - oversley Brick Works - Bollin Valley - Details from
Tan Brown 437 7040 ; X 3
h Blackley Meander - Evening walk in Blackley Forest - Details from
Wednesday Unity Kelly 226 4583




X o e

. Parm Wood Contre for Rutel Education ek,
- BTCV Woodl sl ducation task
il Painswick Park Pond task

v n&: goc%dMeeﬁng

- hasy : Strategic Planning Meeting [3/05

| *®e 23rd: National Bog Day, Redhags[s nelar Bolton
aay 27th: General Meeting ?

: 25th: North West Focus Local Agenda 21 One-Day Event
1AL 30th: General Meeting, One World Centre ;

% g :
' MARCH \%} AUGUST
| d= 4/5th: Mersey Valley Woodland Management *®p 6th: "Dragonfly Day", Oversleyford Brick Works -
© 5th; BTCV Woodland Action Week ends . ?olhn Valley walk
~ 1ith: Training Day for (Wood Be) Bodgers ®s Sth: “Blackley Meander"
[77Y] 14th: Social Meeting 28th: Parrs Wood Family Fun Day
48th: Manchester Activists Training Day, Longsight Library s

SEPTEMBER

Strategic Planning Meeting [2/95]

&= 10th: Hough End Clough Hay Cut, Choriton
paay 12th: Social Meeting
2444 28th: General Meeting

~ Parks for the People - Manifesto Launch
' Town Hall
_ Social Meeting , OCTOBER
tr 5 Four" Trial [Criminal Justice Act],
hester Crown Court ' ;
A\Stn.  Poynton Folk Fair, Stall & 6th: Mersey Basin Weekend starts - Watery task
21st - Fresh Air Forlnid::t. Manchester oth: Mersey Basin Weekend ends
249!7‘” May: m%ﬂ a'y:/‘;\nG'M Raay 10th: Social Meeting
Basd g ) : 21st: "Apple Day" - Fruity event
fincluding Environment Question Time] 24y 24th: Strategic Planning Meeting [4/95]
MAY

6th/7th: Streets Ahead Festival, Stall

2’! 9th: Social Meeting
14th:  Hough End Clough, Knotweed Bash/Tidy Up
19th: BT Environment Week starts

dw 20/21st: Castlefield Basin/Rochdale Canal Plant Up

o

NOVEMBER

RaAy 14th: Social Meeting

22nd: National Tree Week starts
paay 30th: General Meeting
&% TBA Woodland tasks

kaAl 25th:  General Meeting
s 27th: "Tame the Goyt on the Brinnington/Bredbury Rail
Ranger"
26th: BT Environment Week ends DECEMBER
3rd: National Tree We:ﬂk egds
gasy 12th: Christmas Social Meeting
JUNE 31st; Accounting Period ends
10th: National Wildlife Week starts
*s, 11th: “Anyone for Orchids" - Minibus Tour of Urban Orchid
Sites [booking essential] JANUARY 1996
RaAy 13th: Social Meeting
14th: Dawn Cruise and Breakfast Afioat, 5.00 am start
- [booking essential]
18th: National Wildlife Week ends/

Watch Day, Jodrell Bank - “Only one Earth”

"Our Lives, Our Health" event, Manchester Town Hall,
Stall

English Martyrs School "Instant Wildiife Meadow"

24th:
&= TBA:

oth: New Year Social Meeting

m 16th: Strategic Planning Meeting [1/96]

gaay 25th: General Meeting

For further details, contact: lan Brown - 0161-437 7040, of Unity Kell

e
y - 0161-226 4583 (plus answerphone)




