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The bodger presents a Carver chair to Len Holden,
head gardener, for over 40 years, at Parrs Wood Centre for
Rural Education. The presentation took place on the Parrs
Wood in Autumn open day. The chair, made in a 17th century
style from a recently coppiced Alder planted in t‘;he grounds
by Len 20 years ago, was a token of thanks to him for the
help he has given, to poth Manchester Wildlife and the
. parrs Wood Trust, in the last few years.
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4 Secret Place

The Potteries, whilst having an unjust
reputation from some quarters as being
somewhat gritty and depressing, are
surrounded by  beautiful landscapes
exhibiting a fascinating natural history.
Planners may describe these places as
having ‘amenity value’, but those who love
them would never attempt to put a price on
their worth.

Descending, on a bright spring morning, into
the valley via the lane, typically sunken
below the level of adjacent pastures, one is
immersed into a world in which man and
nature seem to have achieved harmony.

The fine, mature ozks standing sentinel
along the hedgebank may be there by man’s
agency, but along with the occasional ash,
surely reflect the time when woodland
pervaded this scene. Indeed, in the
hedgerow, the spring flowers bear their
testimony to this lineage. Dog’s mercury,
bluebells, barren strawberry, ground ivy,
greater stitchwort, red campion and lesser
celandine are all blooming along the
roadside bank.

Further along a pair of bullfinches were
making forays from high in an oak, white
rumps flashing, to and from some
overgrown holly in a nearby hedge. 1 was

Bramble by Mide 8lashom

initially alerted by their nondescript call note
(surely not another great tit! I remember
thinking), and was delighted 1o sec this
species, not encountered as often as other
resident finches.

At the valley bottom I turned from the lane
into Lower Brook Meadow. The local
farmer subsequently told me that these
pastures had been ploughed some thirty
years previously. That newcomer, pink
purslane had invaded the brook sides and
much lady’s smock was apparent in any
damp areas. Pignut was now encroaching
back into the improved pasture from its
refuge in the unploughed margins.

Climbing from the flood plain up toward a
piece of sprawling relict hedge I could see
bright blue bugle amid yet-to-flower
tormentil. I reached the thicket and peered
through the thorns. The earth was bare and
trampled by the dairy herd grazing nearby,
but I was soon aware of a marvellous sight -

A swathe of dog violets took centre
stage; wood-sorrel, its dainty blooms
nodding in pink profusion were massed to
the right. Bluebells. of course, were there,
over a carpet of celandines now completing
their own flowering season, and wood
anemones completing the picture.

1t is hard to express in words the uplift this
sight gave to my spirits, but these feelings
were tempered by the knowledge that this
special place is threatened by opencast coal

mining.

The Trent Valley from Woodhouse Lane,
Ball Green to Bemersley must be preserved.
A question might be posed as to why British
Coal Opencast Executive - an organisation
in the business of legally destroying open
countryside - should chcose to become a
corporate member of Staffordshire Wildlife
Trust?

Mark Prina
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Standing upfor Wildlife &

* What Manchester Wildlife Does For You * | ‘

- We're only a phone call away - &

S ~ Irlam Wildlife Haven -
p came from Ann Cavanagh (known localil
‘::;n) r,,eaﬂ;nmrhas h‘,]mt:;or years, been helping toads to ﬁrzssT:iZ
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bl ?g ;zel.-d stretch of the old River Irwell, neag
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the aid gfwgglicfz;lvepeopre the only wildlife group to come to
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(October 3rd) and now a:.lm S duto the IL.EN.
petition to save this 00 local people have signed a

wond
flies in the face of Salfo:g:lo:r}emea' ef pé;inn Jrspeycisslon
se admirable policies

on wildlife conservati
on
be contacted on 775 S6aq. - CTo" SPACS. Ame Cavanagh can

Manchester parks have been in wre nr, LOELE =

(it's the same all over N the news; they're up £ bs

allotment. the country)! ran s o i

e vk playing fields and parts of dscaped open space,
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objections at the UDP public inquiry concerned parks and open
spaces . people do use and care about their parks and they are
important.

ook out for a "Parks for People" press conference (29th Nov)
timed to precede the Council meeting (1st Dec) to consider
the UDP inquiry inspector's report; the public can attend, it
should be interesting. Contact PfP: North, Joan Wilson 795
0210; South, John Clegg 431 4789.

You may have read about Eddie Shah's proposals to take over
the golf facilities at Heaton Park. This would have meant
that one third of the park would have come under the control
of a private concern. The latest, from the Manchester Even-
ing News, is that Mr. Shah has withdrawn his £1.5 million bid
put the paper does not have much to say about the strength of
jocal feeling against this park sell off. There have been
over 5000 letters of protest and the campaign seems to have
worked wonders in changing the council's mind on this matter.

The Urban Wildlife Partnership is putting together a dossier
from across the UK as a basis for its next campaign to save
parks, and urban open spaces, for people and wildlife.

- Red Rose Forest, Woodland and Crafts -

The Red Rose Forest held an all day workshop, which we atten-
ded, called "Where is this Forest then". We were told of the
history of Commnity Forests and about the current state of
play, which was that the Forest Plan was awaiting Covernment
approval. We were shown slides of the Forest area; most in-
teresting were the ariel photographs on which we could pick
out open spaces which have already, or soon will be, gone.
There were small group discussions on various aspects of the
forest and we came away, not only knowing where the Forest
could be, but a lot wiser about the way it might take shape
over the 40 year lifetime of the plan.

We continue with our woodland management and crafts and have
given many demonstrations of bodging and rake making during
the summer. At these events we meet many crafts people and
thus keep learning. The highlight was probably
Jones, from Cumbria, making oak swill paskets. TIan attended
the Bodgers Ball at Hay Bridge Nature Reserve, in Furness, a
most enjoyable occasion despite the constant rain. A lot of
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handy tips were picked up and the morning spent with
coppicer, Bill Hogarth, was most educational. g .- L2Kelang

dreat
est was Don Weber, from California, who demonstrateq tinter_

of a primitive forge. A home made box bellows, it fgi .

hearth, a little charcoal, a small anvii and hammer, b he
great variety of tools can be made. We may add this :
list of crafts; it's cheap to set up a

nd charcoal can
from wood which is not suitable for chair making.

to our
be mage

Work on setting up the woodland
Park has been a little silow,
things to do. We will
will need a lot of hel

craft centre at
mostly because of ¢
get there eventually,

Wythenshaye

00 many other
and when we do we

11 get back to you when We are ready to
; John Rudd, who works with the Bolton Wildlife Pro-
ject (0204 361847) hopes to set up a similar centre at Rock

Héll, Moses Gate Country Park, so if you live north of the
City, give John a cal1.

and I understand; I do, and I
% Chinese Proverb

As well as high-
ffect of the proposed Sainsbury development on
wildlife ang )’gadm

we drew attention to the
damage to town centre shopping. Then, we were put down for
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ectors forced Sai ' W
from a similar m:jomt, though p. nsbury's to withdra
been approved. We11 done Yeovil -

done in Cheadie! Our “Costing the Earth Walk"
Forum) was, in reality, more of a wake than a

walk but
campaign to boycott Sainsbury's, everywhere, is still aljve

>

- e

T o b e e

Which Supermarket Grou)
is destroying the
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Environmental Education Network Jmﬁ -

K October.

lace in Cheetham on the 15th of : :
?\:risexhitog];tign on display and it was a most enjoyable day; a

We had

- " teachers, play
unity for networking. All Gregn. :
ggi;te:rgppog anione in education should JtInil:_n thlzrmt
' L3 » s . Ou -
rass roots greening initiative. y
:gi:hd :;xo:egmth levy on 431 7610. Unity discovered planse:’s:f
new commnity farm in Moston and made some usefulh suggund
?ons It has our support and we hope @t gets off 1; eingortﬁ
It éould be a 1linking point for wildlife peop 303 o
Colin Parsons on 3
Manchester. If interested, phone

Ardwick Hedgehog Rescue -
urgent phone caIl caned;rom Peter Gaffney, of Chorlggré}—)
An—MEdl F near Brunswick Road. He had found a hedgehog ith
= i uredocs{’l vcould we help". Hardly a promising a;‘eacj.e
:GQ&S; ;-g‘; many roads. MW courier service, by bicycle,

panniered ) in Withington,
hedgehog to Simpsons the Vet, i
who it':aredﬂ.‘:or: it for three weeks and restored it to g

t
working order and it was released to a long and happy life a
Parrs Wood Centre for Rural Education.

- Meetings and

Events -
summer to tempt our
Ne put on a fairly varied programe WS SURE o came on
members out but attendance was only 6 on the, "Costing

~ the Pomona Dock Picnic but there were
"amm%
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the Earth Walk", from Bruntwood; we could have done with
help to carry our magnificent banner. However, at Abbey

ve did meet up with "Walk for the Barth® who had come iq. "
wvay from Tondon, on foot, to highlight many environme 2
problems including the Government's 1lack of Cannitmntntzl
Sustainable Development. We walked together, behind a Stree:
band, to arrive in Peace Square for the start of the Peace
Festival and Global Forum 94.

MOre

The Urmston Meadows Walk was poorly attended as were the work
days; Hay Making at Hough End Clough (Anthony and Charlotte
Abbas) and Willow Coppicing at Painswick Park (Anthony, Unity

and Ian), though same local youngsters gave a hand. Mee

tings,
both Social and General, were generally poorly attended. "

Ask nor what Manchester Wildlife can do for you,
but what you can do for Manchester's wildlife.

(with apologies to J.F.K.)

The main problem is that we are getting a little stretched -
more help is needed on many matters.

Would you like to:

* Host a Coffee Morning * * Raise money *
* Turn up for Meetings & Events * * Take Photographs *
* Help with Newsletter - We're looking for a new editor *
* Help on stalls at events * * Send in Wildlife Records *
* Get people to join * +* Put out membership leaflets *
* Vet planning lists * * Inform us early on local concerns *
* Help with book keeping, membership records and filing *
* Get involved in projects-Butterfly Survey, Wildlife Walks *
* Help at Members' Day (29th April) *+ +* Sell Sweatshirts *
* Collect Aluminium Cans for Cash *
* Run a Recycling Point - and keep it tidy *
* Helping to run the Craft Centre *

If any of the above appeal to you please contact Unity Kelly
on 226 4583 or Ian Brown on 437 7040. Or come to one of our
metingsvitbywroffersof}elparideasofymrmn.

If we are to stand up for wildlife in Greater Manchester
we will need all the help we can get.
Page Ten Magpie - mmsd

Nak Wegt Urban (Qﬂaenapace Initiahve

We have won (another) award, hastily put together in April;
announced in. August. &£700 towards the expenses involved in
researching and compiling information on four wildlife dis-

walks in inner Manchester. They will be based on our
successful Urban Safaris; Up the Irk, Around Ancoats, Along
the Bridgewater and Rambling round Rusholme. What better way
to mark our 10th Anniversary in 1995. We have enthusiastic
jetters of support from Ted Kitchen (City Planning Officer),
Nat. Fed. of Anglers (NW), Visions, Open Spaces Society, G.M.
pedestrian Assoc. CMDC, Mersey Basin Trust & Red Rose Forest.

by Unity Ke

We spent a lot of time and effort setting up the obligatory
press call and photo opportunity involving Peter Newton (Nat
west Corn Exchange Manager). About 50 invitations went out
(including some appropriate members) to take coffee with us
after the press call. This took place on the 20th of October
at Angel Meadow, next to the Charter Street Ragged Schoo%,
where we launched the project. A delightful occasion but it
made no immediate impact on the press despite the'presenc? of
a MEN photographer and children from the nearby King of Kings
School. Did anyone spot the garbled press report! //

Memgg Vallgg Counlnggide Gui3.

; shoul let you know the result of this in
Atl?l:lm n::slettegha:‘texe Lynz Park Rangers were wi'nneri,
Cheshire Wildlife Trust came second and Birds & Beasties (?)
third. MW set the questions, this time, and 1t Wwas mgxl‘i
difficult than answering them. The Mersey Valley Warc'lens m//
be quiz masters next year; we're looking forward to it.

ﬁmw 5u er Shirt Sale

are a few left so rush in your order now tosg\.rorii‘cisﬁ?g
disappointed. Long sleeved cotton shirts are 566 'phone i
are £5.50 and 70% cotton sweatshirts are £7.51. aihone. g3
7040 to order; ymlcancollectateventsoruiietrtrslg
an extra £1.50 for package and postage. Th:;, vzleged e s
good value! So be one of less than 50 pr 7/

and buy one of our shirts before it's too late.
 Autum 94 Magpie
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CRIMINAL (IN)JUSTICE ACT

The Criminal Justice Bill became law at Midnight op Th

the 3rd of November. As if by chance a member of My Ursday
individual concerned citizen, found herself up crane o
building site adjacent to Oxford Road. The ti o a
on the morning of Friday the dth of November. Compiyin C ™
police requests, she came down, at 12.15 pm. ’
person in the country to be arrested unde
was kept in police cells for two hours. The crane belongs
John Laing who are bidding for the next

(Preston western by-pass) which will destroy even more and
better wildlife habitats than those already trashed ip

Ceurden Valley Country Park. The Government change of heart
on road building came too late.

and

to
phase of the pgg

(MW cannot take part in such "illegal"

activities but members
may as individuals in their own right.)

/!
ABBEY POND UPDATE

Overheard at the Aquarius Centre, Hulme:

Not forgiven, not forgotten,
St. George's Pond is simply rotten.

Jeff Stanniforth (Education & Ieisure Department Manager) has
been landed with the problem of managing the St. Georges Park
Pond (pathetic replacement for the Abbey Pond) which has been
described as a muddy puddle. ILast time we saw it the liberal
layer of topsoil and soggy clay, which is constantly stirred
up by children and dogs, had turned the pond into a large
bowl of axtail soup. When asked for our advice, we said:

thmtgothevholedamhog,
andmrnitbadcinboabog.

When water was being pumped out of Abbey Pond, Unity asked to
see the tanker driver's NRA discharge license. His reply was

that, "We tested the water; it was so clean we didn't need
one." During the battle to save the pond, the Director of
the Science Park had asserted that it was so polluted that it
could be a danger to public health. Well, it wasn't; but it
was full of wildlife - not any more it isn't /!

Page Twelve Magpie Autum 94
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Local égenda 21

by Tan Brown

In Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, June 1992 the largest-ever meeting
of World leaders made critical decisions about how we can i
onr economies and secure our future. What 179 countries
agreed to is nothing less than a blueprint on how to make the
future development of our world economically, socially and
environmentally sustainable. - This brief statement, on the
pack cover of "Agenda for Change" *, sums up what was perhaps
the most important international conference ever to take
place. The conference made it plain that we can no longer
think of environment, and economic and social development, as
isolated fields. Agenda 21, a vast work programme for the
21st century, represents the consensus reached in Rio. It is
a blueprint for a global partnership aimed at reconciling the
twin requirements of a high quality environment and a healthy
economy for all peoples of the world.

Many of the problems and solutions listed in Agenda 21 have
their roots in local activities, so local authorities have a
major say in making sustainable development (SD) happen. As
the level of government closest to the peoplg, they play a
vital role in educating and mobilising the public around SD.
By 1996, every 1local authority should have consulted its
citizens and developed "a Local Agenda 21 (1,1}21)" for the
community. Local officials should consu}t citizens and comm-
unity, business and industrial organisations to gather a co:;
sensus on SD strategies. This consensus would helpithem e
reshape local programmes, policies, law and regulat; onsould
achieve IA21 objectives. The process of consultation W
increase people's awareness of SD issues.

With this in mind, Manchester City Council has set up 2 1A21
Group and on OétOber 18th a meeting was held to mtg\;rl:s
local interests to the programme ahead. Ommcntl:g: Ao
Spencer started the proceedings; he noted thaginating i
had a dual role, both in initiating and co-OK e

R M piir gy Council, its
other stake holders. SD was not just up to thxa-ur g
citizens must play their part. "Ask not Wh‘f:t %gpologies Nain
for you, but what you can do for your City

page Thirteen




B

to JFK) seemed to be the gist of what he was saying.
opinion this is quite right, for it is up to us to 1et thos
in authority know the correct way to go. 08e

In

Jane Morris of the Local Government Management Board out; ineq
the background to and the purpose of the LA21 process and moq
Kitchen, the City Planning Officer, explained that his dep-
artment was now responsible for things "green & sustainabhlen
within the City Council but admitted that he didn't haye s
"magic wand". (shame - BEd.) Dr. Kitchen said the Counci] hag
much to put right in terms of being sustainable, but equally,
other members of the commnity have their own responsibiiit-
fes. We nust all make commitments to action and since there
is no simple definition of what makes a sustainable city, we
all need to decide what it means to us, and "us" included
children. We must be able to measure progress towards sus-
tainability, using “indicators" which are relevant to us in
Manchester.

There followed a general discussion: Cllr. Richard Leese said
that all Council departments would be addressing the issue of
sustainability; Prof. Ian Douglas (MU) said the University
is already making its activities more sustainable. (?- Ed.);
Callum Thomas (MCCI) felt that industry did now recognise
sustainability as an important issue and accepted that it
needed to work with other groups in this respect, he also
said that we can't keep going on for ever and ever - a little
irony here as Dr. Thomas is environmental officer at the Air-
port; Martin Byrne (MCCI) felt that legislation also had a
part to play (some commercial organisations would need some
form of compulsion). It was decided that further meetings
should be held and the first of these is in the Ante Room to
the Council Chamber at 5.30 pm on the 6th of December. MW is
to send a representative.

So what has all this to do with wildlife in general and urban
wildlife in particular? T think the key is SD, the theme that
applies to most of the Agenda 21 proposals; if we can run our
lives in a sustainable way we shall be able to live without
damaging the environment in a way which will put in jeopardy
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. We
must learn to live in a way by which we meet our local needs
from local resources.

Maapie

gp and cities are a contradiction in terms; it
 an {magine villages or small towns being able to 1ive
easier t?_ resources but cities must begin to procure their
ftmligcsafroul as near to home as possible. We've got to knock

ea of importing goods from far away places,
Ay hMQg by t;hemg()\'l'[‘ Treaty and the European Single
as 18 some might say that to do this would stop development
e rer countries of the world. What do we need for a
& rable life? Food, warmth and shelter; poor countries will
bolabe helped in achieving these basic aims by exporting food
nbgbricher countries. So let's cut down this movement of qo(.)ds
around the world; less transport, fewer roads, less pollution
and less environmental destruction.

mThere 1is a lot to be said on the subject of SD but I think T
will give it a rest, for now, before T do my head in; there
will be more said in subsequent "Magpies", especially as the
work on LA21 progresses.

where you come in. We would like you to let us
m tt;is ;'camples yof SD which have taken place in Greater
Manchester, let us say, within living memory. Ther best we
can come up with is; in the late '40s and e:ixrly '50s at the
time of rationing and when one would walk a mile to the.shc'nps
to save the penny bus fare. However, we can help by pointing
out a few developments and activities which are not sustain-

able.

\ ty business ks * * Prestigeous offices *
® mpSecaldY runway agaihe Airport * * The Airport**
+ Olympic/Commomwealth Games * * Drama City

* Heritage Museums * *rmroDisneyf =
* Out of town Supermarkets on Greenfield sxtes*
* Qut of town Supermarkets * * Supermarkets e
+ parsnips from Australia (£1.49 per 1b at Tesco's)

d just manage to
We may en some of the above but we coul

live zit}n?x:ythen You can also play a further, vit:ai,hpaf'.::l
mundemwbymkingsuggestimofdevelopw\t;;hc};sér
think would be sustainable, and appropriate to withmn.;
They mstralpprmteanormofﬂ:efoumdng(

Mtimanyofﬁalinjeopardy):

Maagpie
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jmprovement *  * Reduction of poijy

i - tion *
+ Health * + pelief of Poverty * *Lezsmezploymﬂ
+ 1002l mmzwrefﬂoriwmre * ‘ * Sustainabie Hmzs*i.g*,
+ Conservation of Biological Diversity = .
+ Management of Hazardous and other Wastes »

+ Children and Youth in Sustainable Development

®

Send your ideas to us or contact: Manchester Local Agenga 21
Group, ©/0 Sustainability Group, Manchester City Plannj
pepartment, P.0. Bax 488, Town Hall, Manchester. s o9
Tel. {061) 234 4595/4590.

+ wagenda for Change®™ is a plain language version of Agenda
21 and other Rio Agreements. If you can obtain a copy of this
publication it will be of great help to you in understanding
sustainable development and other matters discussed at the
Earth Summit. There should be some copies left over from
Global Forum 94; the Sustainability Group are trying to find
these, so contact them (details above) and they may be able
to send you a copy (it may cost money but will be worth it).

RSN.Cand Loal dgenda 21

B.A. Enviromment City IA2]1 Seminars

when, m'IYr Who, Where, and What's it got to do with YOU? The
RSNC, New Education Team will be hosting a series of regional
seminars aimed at the Strategic Issues of 1A21, as this needs
a corporate approach. Wildlife (in Manchester) is almost
totally ignored or very low priority. English Nature, on Bio-

diversity: "You can't have any real form of sustainabiity
without bio-diversity."

‘t‘hﬁty and Ian have booked to go on the Northern seminar which
1 be in February. They will report back for "Magpie". //

——

e Hats off to Helmet Street

by Helmet Stmet! in the City is going. A recreation ground
as a mim’ many years ago, created over thtIa I'dveg

marve C open space for the local people. It'S

for deli:;sm‘ ';m for wildlife but the council are sellind it

Piccadily . Go and see it, before it's too late, n€ar

m Si.m - o e Q4
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Adopta (?egsdips) Bank

pringing things down to reality_/, The Green Team (Manchester

¢y Council - Logo message "making Manchester sustainahie®
are looking for commnity groups who would like to take part
in a new adopt a bank scheme - see "Magpie No. 73, sum oY 197

page five (better late than never). %

&

quick as a flash, MW has put in for a bank and suggested a
site in Rusholme. So far, MW is the only group to have
jdentified a site. * All mewbers in Rusholme * - we will need
help to keep it tidy and put leaflets out - we (MW) get the
money -

If any other members would like to adopt a bank, on behalf of
Manchester Wildlife, contact the Green Team on 234 4590. We
are told that a recycling bank could raise anything from £250
to £2000 each year. If you do decide to have a go, please let
us know, it could be a good way to raise money for Wildlife
in Manchester. //

*+ Media File *
Unity wrote to "Costing the Earth" (Radio 4) saying how much
she enjoyed their programme on derelict sites. The producer,
Marie Helly, replied saying how much she enjoyed "Magpie" and
that it was one of the things which inspired the programme.

We were contacted by "File on Four" (Radio 4) for information
on out of town superstores, which we were willing to supply.
The programme which followed was excellent but, most of the
examples were from down south.

In the New Year, B.B.C.2 are putting out a programme on out
of town superstores in a series called »ralking Shop”. Look
out for it. We have given them information, over the phone,
and will be sending in some written material.

Greenpeace on Climate Change:

Itanm'-i:htalmgimingc:flae(:ma::'maat:he!.'.lmt:t:hebeginningm-r
the end of the World.
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Global Horum Ol

We have not much to say about this event, which took place in
June, at present, but we will have a report when there has
been time to assess all that happened. ?n the meantime, one
or two choice morsels to whet your appetite.

Two days after the Global Forum green summit half the trees
in Crown Square were felled. Graham Stringer, leader of the
Ccity Council said the trees had been axed to open up the
centre of the square and make it more user friendly. "It was
too cluttered as things were." he said, "This is more a cull-
ing than deforestation." Unity says that the square now
looks barren.

Bellamy Bites Back

Why did the redoubtable, and much sought after, Dr. David
Bellamy refuse to address both the Global Forum and the
International Academic Conference twinned with Global Forum?
Because of the destruction of Abbey Pond. How do we know? He
wrote to say so (to the board of Global Forum - Prof. Ian
Douglas [MU]). Delegates knew he was missing but didn't know
why. MW made sure that at least the academics knew why! No
comfort to Abbey Pond but slight satisfaction for us in view
of the deafening silence from the same Manchester Academics
who had promoted the pond 10 years ago, because it suited
their purposes at the time. They will know who we mean.

At least the Global Forum has got people talking and doing.
MW had an entertaining evening with Chorlton Civic Society on
the topic of Local Agenda 21 - The new Wildlife Action Packs
sold well - excellent value at £4!

Unity attended a meeting of Healthy Manchester 2000, 26th Of
October, the main subject was Iocal Agenda 21 and Sustainable
Deveopment. Interested, Contact Paul (Green Team) 234 4590

But will people be listened to - they know what's wrong but
what chance have they against vested interests. If more
members get involved we should be able to show them!
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Have (you Been Nynexed (ﬂa(‘?

we have a letter from a member, Janet Cuff, who is concerned
about the threat to street trees posed by the cable 1aying
activities of Nynex. She has written to the DoE, prT, MPs and
councillors. The DoE sent a copy of their "advice to arbor-
jculturists" which should have gone out to appropriate 1local
authorities. If the guidelines (and laws) are followed, the
trees, close to trenching activities, should be safe as the
advice is that hand trenching should take place round tree
roots. The important word is IF.

Chris Baines (President of the Urban Wildlife Partnership)
brought the whole subject to the attention of the local auth-
orities; he has made a video, "How to Avoid Damaging Treesw,
which has gone out to councils. Some councils in Greater
Manchester have formal agreements with Nynex. In Manchester,
Vin Howard (City Arboriculturist) has said while there was no
formal agreement there was unofficial guidance and, around
trees, hand trenching should take place.

This is where we ask our members to be vigilant; if you spot
a case of mechanical trenching round trees, please report it.
The difficulty is that you can't be watching all day long but
you might be lucky (or unlucky). Vin Howard can be contacted
on 234 4190 - for other districts ask for the arboricutural
officer. Nynex NW - Simon Shrouder P.R. 946 5068.

A bit of good news! A contractor, working for Nynex in the
Salford area, contact us for the name of an independent tree
Surgeon to advise them. We were pleased to pass on the name
Of Nick Bowman who, apart from being good on matters arbori-
Cultural, has great sympathy with the environment. So things
should be all right in Salford - but keep watching! //

Copyright Manchester wildlife:
Stockport. SK8 3HA Tel. 437 7040
The "Magpier is the newsletter of Manchester Wildlife - the
opinions expressed within its pages are not necessarily those
Of M.W. Whilst every effort has been made to ensure that the
ormation contained in Magpie is correct, we cannot be held
responsible for any mistakes in the text. Likewise, anyone
Who  undertakes any project based on the information in these
pages does so at their own risk.

82 Crantock Dr., Heald Green,
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Manchester's Enwronmental Forum”
1991 1994 :

It had become too demanding of its creator,

Manchester City Council, expecting to be
| listened to, rather than just talked at. It was
| finally starved to death of the attention and
resources it justly craved.

March
Hare

| :S'Lm

I1€S
RAN OUT

. : F,
LET'S HOPE SUSTAINRBLE DEVELOPNANT LASTS A LITTLE LoNG EX ‘& .




Please ¢t to take events as possible. It is
ry part in as man is best
Y »
to phone the contact to make sure there are no alterations.

For WATCH events please contact Sue Sharples - Tel. 445 5659.

General Meeting - Time 7.3
30 pm. At the One World Centre
Meeting House, Mount Street, Manchester. Contact Unity 226'4157:3';?“18

NATIONAL TREE WEEK

Sunda
Yy 27th :C:émrgg:imm ~ Kenworthy Fields, Chorlton - Have 2 so at
stronp e cal work to keep this young woodland in good health. Wear
childg erE: oe(si and bring waterproofs, food and drink. Families welcome-
T Ca?n Pgikloéf‘ i{ﬂgﬁﬁ ?i ac;or:panied by a parent or guardian. Meet
rlton Water Park, Maitland A -
SJ 824919 - Contact Ian Brown 437 7040. i eted i

December 1994

Sunday 4th Traditional Woodland Crafts - Chorlton Water Park - Come along and
try your hand at turning the wood from the ‘previous week's; task. Wear
strong shoes and bring waterproofs, food and drink. Families welcome-
children under 16 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. Meet
at the Car Park off Chorlton Water Park, Maitland Avenue — Grid Ref.
SJ 824919 - Contact Ian Brown 437 7040.

Sunday 11th English Martyr's School -~ Annual clear-up. Manley Road, Whalley
g Range. Meet llam. Contact Ian Brown 437 7040. Wear old clothes.

Tuesday 13th Social Meeting - Christmas Party - White Lion Hotel, Liverpool RA.
Castlefield (opp. Air Museum) Time 7.30 pm. Contact Ian 437 7040

January 1995 =~

Tuesday 10th Social Meeting - White Lion Hotel, Liverpool Rd., Castlefield (opp
Air Museum) Time 7.30 pm. Contact Ian Brown 437 7040

Sunday 22nd Woodland Management — Big Wood, Simonsway/Shadowmoss Rd, Wythenshawe
Time 1lam. Contact Ian Brown 437 7040. Wear old clothes and boots.

Thursday 26th General Meeting - Time 7.30 pm. At the home of Unity Relly, 13,
Ruskin Avenue, Rusholme. Contact 226 4583.

5“"%” Greater Manchester Winter Bird Feeding Survey ,—h imc.’

To start the survey off, on the reverse of the events sheet, there is a list og common
birds seen in most gardens. Further species can be added to your 1ist during the
winter months. For each species, f£ill in the maximum bird counts recorded at any one
time in your garden each week; the birds don't necessarily need to be feeding. If
numbers of Dbirds can only be estimated, please indicate the number in bo:_c{?oggs Y.in
brackets, e.g. (60) "Redwing". If during the survey you cannot fill in a particular

week/ weeks, please show N/A in boxes.....

submi ur survey (and any comments you would like to make) as soon as you
i axs 1 t week in March to Janet M.Gorst, 39 Mauldeth Close, Heaton

recorded for the las
hr::‘r:ey, Stockport SK4 3NP Tel. 431 8803. (Not to Ian Brown)

out how important gardens are as station/habitat for

in (or near) Greater Manchester
the winter months, and the species seen :
birgs dugggings of the survey, and participant's observations, will‘be'sent out with
g;; ;‘SII?’B Manchester members' group magazine and Manchester wildlife's newsletter

Magpie", in 1995.

The aim of the survey is to find
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