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After the Bid is Over

Editor's Office - 437 7040

1 hope you weren't expecting me to be overly disappointeq bt
one got the impression there were some who were convinceq ye
(Manchester) would surely get the Olympic Games and it woyiqg
be the cure for all our economic and social ills. No Olympics
has done this, so far; even the one at Los Angles faileq to
cure their social problems, even if it did make money for ja
few lucky people.

perhaps the 1.0.C's opinion of Manchester as a suitable venue
for the Games, which went from 11 votes last time to 11 votes

this, should be looked upon as a golden opportunity to forget
about dreams and return to reality. The economy of a city
cannot be based on leisure and tourism; we need real jobs for
people, making things we really need; intead of buying goods
from outside.the city, make it in Manchester. Iess transport
of goods might mean that we wouldn't need all the new roads
which are planned for the area. All this would be compatible

with the idea of a sustainable city, in 1i : .
Summit's Agenda 21. ity, in line with the Eart

?h;:re iig also inother golden opportunity which is ours for
2 t-,au‘:.l - The land which wes earmarked for the Olympics is
ow available for real development which should save our Very

precious greenfield sites (especi :
from development. And by fieve ially those in Wythenshave)

lopment T dop! t

n " on't mean more emp o

ot g e 1 h of them
1..'ea1 development. Prestige = conj enoug

standing or ascendancy in men's ming e

station, success (or delusions of grandemg to assoglatlif(re

put it, "Many Of the mjor players in tme g% 25 CoY Lo

the fatal mistake of believing their oup par o (Olympic) ma
:‘;‘k,,_‘YDez g .

In other citys (Leeds - Teesside) ret

uring trick, illusions

creating new, areas of wildlife interes:ﬁ?lim“g existing, 2
ible with economic regeneration.  Open e tirely compat~
commodity to be bought and sold! are not 2
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Please note that all cheques, for membership subscriptions
etc., should be made payable to - Manchester Wildlife and
sent to the Treasurer, Ian Brown. i

Manchester Wildlife Contacts

Anthony Phelps (Chairman & Secretary)
Flat 7, 104 Clyde Road,

West Didsbury, Unity Kelly (Vice-chair).

Manchester. M20 8JN 13 Ruskin Avenue,
Rusholme,
Manchester. M14 4DP

Tan Brown (Treasurer & Editor),
82 Crantock Drive,

Heald Green, Cheadle,

Cheshire. SK8 3HA

Tel. (061) 437 7040

Tel (061) 226 4583

Have you seen our new T-shirts
and sweatshirts? They look great
with a black background and our
new logo (as left but with white
lettering). It's an eye catching
conversation inspiring garment
which will help to promote the
message for Manchester Wildlife.
Problem! At £10 per sweatshirt
jit's a little expensive. If we
could order 50 shirts the price
would be £7.50, or less. Next
problem! This needs a little capital. Is there a benefactor
out there? If you can't spare time to help the group, have
you a little spare cash? A loan of £250 will enable us to
order 50 shirts which we could offer for sale at a reasonable
price, raise a 1little for our funds and spread the message
for wildlife in Manchester. Can you help? If so, please get
in touch with a committee member (see contacts above). //
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The Manchegater Plan |

Land-use change in Manchester, 1982-1991

by Tan Brow, | Recreational and Open Land
In July, August and September, the Public Tnqui X | Area in Hectare % change
Manchester City Unitary Development Plan wa: TUiry into g | 1982 1991

as held an

who wished could appear to air their objections .r(‘.i anyone
LD e

not sound very exciting but there were interesting :IQ;ZMS"&S ; glllgil/;(r:osig};s 2o 123 323 +3%
We had made comments - : ' 3. Public sports grounds 122 261 +114%
these were ii Suppoitbb\?? }g;ﬁw:fetﬂgpla.r}‘s policies; most of 4. Private sports grounds 143 348 +143%
% oblected & jie iR objectlons. - In some coged .’ Sub-total (active recreation) 475 990 +108%
o Lei O general policies like Envircnment, Trang (
strong 2‘;’;3 ;Dsﬂé].rtbecause.we t}}QUth the policies wereupgg: LS. Agriculture and allotments 49 476 +871%
Tod et fromg d. 11 es of Biological Importance are to be pro- 6. Landscaped areas/amenity space 605 1201 1+99%
o Lt e devi opment but not from destruction: we suggest- | 7. vioodland 10 110 3 J(?oo%
oy resulte§ ructior.l of an SBI by a landowner or developer | Sub-total 664 1789 +169%
o in the d1sq|:1a11f1cation of the site, for devel- |
opment, in perpetuity. This did not meet with the approval of | 8. Area of Water 55 107 +96%

the planning officer, who thought it inappropriate to plan, ‘g 9. Unused/derelict land 332 416 +25%

in perpetuity. I think that all areas of wildlife importance

e ravages of development and the } TOTAL % o =
with their ever increasing road plans. |

The bulk of our object .
I will not bore yo% ions were on site specific development.

with the full details but the od | M
d example
Will not go amiss. The area to the north of Broadhurt Park is l’ af‘ch Ham
|
|

should be protected from the
hands of the DpT,

‘ Source: City Planning Department, Land - use records

designated fo unspec
We argued thatr ified development to be decided later.

ment as much of“eﬂfﬁ“m know the type and extent of develop- S . O':-"e_' C:Vf\-
T e S rea had high wildlife value and uncert- ‘ = ®) (o4 b wo
much argument later. We also objected to | '

the

in mﬁ?immi og‘;he Old Abbey pond in the Science Park,
space, most in WYbltxens main concern was for the loss of open
(to you, empty offi have, to.buSiness Bl class development
had told the inqui ot b UStity these loses the Council

an increase in mrymhes:eb?m 1982 & 1991 there had been \
"pull the other one" and hidst;?:’;:?b?m°f 116%. I thought,
claim provi i
ot roemnt e Wiole trUth. T first estabiiched trat th
if building had started by 1991, Wt ey i into account

Clayton Vale was, but as the What was new open space?

Counc
theareasIas}uedabout,atablewailmnntsureonsomeof

produced
was told that this would explain ali. It‘;:‘g lf’?ggts)- I
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offered in evidence to the Green Party, who wore a
ing to loss of open space. f had a look at the table
first thing I noticed was, 10 hectares of woodlang 'iv; ang e
said that I thought this was a low figure but before 1982,y
reply I noticed that this ha.d.gone up to 110 hé in }g 3.8
1000% increase; surely not possible. I was tolg thas 91. A
had been a lot of tree planting by the GMC. Wheye» a therg
Vale was given as an example. But this was already éo‘mtaytorx
new open space. Was there some double counting going o Sd a
this point it was decided that questioning on this sgi)- At
should be postponed to give the Council a chance tq proée(’t
information to substantiate the table. later, at home. ‘ﬁ:e
a chance to study the figures closely. The more T looll(ed t’h:
less I believed. A 92% increase in Parks; hardly Credible
Sports grounds more than doubled; we've lost playing fields
recently; Nell Lane, YMCA, Christie, etc. An 871% increase
in agricultural land; it's all those City farms. And twice ag
much water; well it does rain a lot in Manchester. But most
importantly the "table" is a good example of how not to com
pile statistics. If built land was included then both colums
would have come to the same figure; as it is it's meaningless
and even the compilers can't be sure they've got it right.

So I awaited more information from the Council (which was not
to materialise) but in the meantime a little research seemed
in order and, as far as I could ascertain, figures on open
land were not available for both years. A lot more questions
were formulated, to get at the truth, and two months later I
was back at the inquiry.

Before I was due on, the planning officer called me outsidi
and admitted that the "table" was a load of rubbish and
the 10 ha of woodland should have been 110 (a typing error’:
Also changes in classification of open land had 1

element of double counting. Back in the inquiry, the 40,
was withdrawn and the increase in open space was put 3t ‘0.
- Ween one and two
lmpv L ;
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01d lamp posts knitting a "Willow Pattern"; a bit of nonsense
which I believe was for the benefit of the Seed in Time Con-
ference and Partnerships for Change. Another prestigious
offering costing a fortune which could have been better spent
on some worthwhile conservation work.

by Merton Niven

P. S. Manchester Wildlife volunteers have been working hard
at Hough End for 7 years for the long term benefit of wild-
life. Nobody offered us silly money! //

Red Qlert

Help Wanted — So many projects ongoing and so many that could
be taken forward. So many calls for help, advice and infor-
mation from both professionals and public. We could do with
some assistance. We ask those of you with spare time, who
joined us to do something for wildlife in Greater Manchester,
to help us cope with the ever increasing workload. We can
offer "reasonable" expenses for travel. We are considering
the possibility of having an office. We are determined to
put Manchester Wildlife into a position of influence and
effectiveness.

Computer Wanted - Our word processor has bust and not worth
the expense of repair. Is there anyone out there who has a
recently outdated PC which they no longer require and would
be prepared to throw it our way (IBM compatible preferred).

Christmas Quackers - When is an open space not an open space?
When it is a Manchester City Council statistic!

Incidentally - According to a table on habitat types, which
was produced for the recent Phase I Survey of Manchester, the
total area of the City is 11704 hectares. Total open space is
4042 ha; woodland, 242 ha; plantation, 217 ha; arable land 81
ha. Total semi-natural habitats is 883 ha (74%% of total area)
but amenity space takes up 2114 ha, more than half of all
open space. Now isn't that interesting? /7
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jnvolved in consultation over a planneq pe

N@W %}’R/i’af“ IL?I UZﬁ?Q 8

n

?rex mb?garracks park), near St.&George.S_ e ?Smrk
e between 7 and 13 acre (about the size of Whitworth p ‘i
and the deign heavily influenced by the » Strait-—jackefrk)
urban design code for Hulme. tagn
We have already submitted our initial suggestions as tq .
Manchester Wildlife would like to see a "wildlife friendlg.ﬁ

lay out, choice of species and long term management as ap o
tegral part of the design. Duncan Ecob, landscape arChitec;
with Camlin Lonsdale, who are masterminding the project, vag
particularly interested in MW's potential to help with the
planting and care, and future use, of woodland areas. We cap
only do this if we get adequate resources and can attract
volunteers from our membership and the local people. What ig
only too evident is that creating real wildlife areas is Nor
part of the plan for regenerating Hulme. oy 7

Implementing our Development Plan

We are going to hold four meetings a year (open to all) just
to discuss strategic planning. This is because our bi-monthly
General Meetings have become too crowded (with business, not
people). We hope to advertise these meetings in our events
list but if you are interested in this aspect of our work,
please contact a committee member (see page 3). /

%‘M‘ﬂg/ftﬂ' C.hact_lﬂe the inside story

glg;:t:i 1Dl:drectasoa partnership. The Chair was Dr. Martin
| i':i r General of the Tnternational Union for the

ory Group m'rf: Nature, and there was an International Advis-
i Conference was organised by the Department of
on behalf of the British Government, with t°

een Alliance acting as programme advisers.

The 1 -
2ad’ 18.1: P:tfti partners" (i.e. delegates?) made interesting
of the Harly for the UK day. WWF was there s’
! rth, Greenpeace, Tidy Britain Group: and b

P e
ot

Forestry Commission for example, plus no fewer than four del- gw

egates from Groundwork Foundation and Groundwork Trust. But a

vhere were RSPB, RSNC Wildlife Trusts (The London Wildlife
Trust was there but the Environment City Project was present-
ed by Leicester City Council, not the RSNC), BTICV, the NCVS
Environment Support Team, not to mention English Nature (per-
haps the IUCC represented them), the Countryside Commission?
1 know space was limited, but a quick flip through Who's Who
. in the Environment would suggest quite a few UK partners who
surely deserved to be there, particularly as the Internation-
| al bodies represented groups as diverse as the Communities
| Forestry, Social Development of Chana and the Boy Scouts of

Costa Rica.

‘ Somebody remarked to me that while the Conference was saying
| it must 1isten to the voice of the people, the real voice of
| the people was with the banners and protesters outside (and,
| T pelieve, inside, in spite of incredible security measures!)

However, to the good things: first and foremost, there are a
1ot of very positive initiatives going on around the world to
bring environmentalists and community together. The business
community was represented; in spite of the money it poured *
into specific eco-friendly projects, the speaker from Shell

| was given a pretty rough time, and was left in no doubt as to

| feelings over the company's global policy! The overall im-
pression was of many individual efforts each struggling to -
make things better in its own patch, therefore (hopefully)
eventually world-wide.

John Gummer announced that the UK has accepted an invitation
from the UN's Environment Programme to host the 1994 World
Environment Day, which will be held on the 3rd of June. The
main focus of the event will be "the presentation of awards
to the Global 500 laureates who have made outstanding con-
tributions to the protection of the environment" - so I don't
| xnow how relevant it's likely to be to most folks. Of course
next year the Global Forum comes to Manchester from the 27th
of June to the 3rd of July with the theme of Cities and
Sustainable Development. I do hope there are a few more
rpartners" in evidence - and that includes the people of
Manchester and elsewhere. /
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gy they pc.ur(:d into the MEYSGYZ - _-"-‘_,1-'“;01,.
s wpat apout the 01

what Larks] TR

the monstrous dimpled Stﬁraga containers which
ee ajpert SqUALe in September? You've read the
ap ared O ‘O‘n' check out the outsider events. First of aliy
jnside story: "1“( for.the Farth trekkers completed the hals
tpg gellant W? their tour of the reqgion's DpT disaster zones.
sy ;wq; cumer was obliged to get out of his

J?hn S;tré tram and walk! to the Conference, escorted by
celebrity ng women and their covernment Whitewash banner,

who had prought his tram to 2 weil publicised halt. Rumours

that a

had gone
apparently true-

"ot jnconsiderably importan;" welcome address video
missing, just before the o?ening ceremony, were
Earth First! 100ked enigmatic but smug.

~pHoTo: HULME F-1-

March Hare and McMouse were there wi rimed

th alarm clocks %
:::omriggay and the Big Noise. The giant clock, its works and
P 321838 made a loud if not large, inpressj_on on Smﬁ
' legates and a lot of press people in search of

‘Wake Up, The World Is Dying’

,; 93

diversion from the predictable p
ers. Paul made a fine speach.
would have been more
However, all sorts of
and entertain the many
There appeared to be more press
ventured out to gaze
whisked about to a
with large (and expensive) swa

PHoTO: HULME P.1.G

people in the squar
groups were able
police persons

in awe at the

latitudes inside the Contain-
1f this had been Berlin there
e than in the boxes.
make their point
guarding the entrances.
than delegates.
Olympic rings or were
dmire symbolic lamp posts held together
gs of willow...at Hough End.

The latter

John Cummer betrayed the petulance for which he was renowned
at Cambridge (fellow
CICCU lunches at which
evangelical oratory

when interviewed by Ra
I pet he wished J. Major had kept his g
1f it weren't for the O word. .where wou

good money after. bad at the Global Forum K

ergraduates would track down the
our would-be politician honed his
and jump in unison in the room above),
dio 4's Alex Kirby on the Day's events.
reat ideas to himself.
1d we be: not throwing
1 be bound? £/
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You read it first in PIG, now the clock is ticking away for
the only pond in Hulme, Moss Side or anywhere in inner city
Manchester; rich in wildlife and open to anyone who cares %O
take a wander down to the O1d Abbey pub on Pencroft Way, I
.gzortgci) the Greenheys Business Centre. It may not 100K
mms time of year but two Sundays ago, the pond and thz
vonmtegred area (0.3 hectare), were a hive of action 2
EN. otoarhered to give the pond an autumn clean-—ip. (gﬁz
e i;iecegber 8th) The grown-ups were getting unwanted b i
the surprey oo Of the deeper vater and clearing away SO
US weed, the kids and their parents were enjoyind

PR

-

the last of the summer sun and making up a temporary zoo in
plastic beakers of all the different kinds of pondlife we
found in the weed. There were still newts and tadpoles on the
go, beetles, waterboatmen and wiggly creatures galore, but
pest of all, the children found the fearsome looking "nymph"
of the pond's star turn - the Broad Bodied Chaser dragonfly,
a new record for Manchester when spotted by Manchester
Wildlife member and local resident, Unity Kelly, in June this
year. Here was definite proof that this relatively scarce and
nationally declining species (almost all our dragonflies are
suffering from habitat loss or damage), was breeding in the
Abbey Pond and according to a couple of ace observers from
Webster and St.Wilfrid's Junior Schools has been around for a
year or two. Not even the Museum and the University Depart-
ments, who keep biological records for the area and were much
involved in the creation of this site seven years ago (1985),
and are five minutes away across Lloyd Street, knew that the
pond now supports more species of aquatic invertebrates (26)
than any of the 342 ponds in Greater Manchester recently
surveyed by Dave Bentley, Amphibian Consultant from Bury, who
carried out his survey on 18th August 93. With seven species
of breeding dragonfly/damselfly, a regionally notable beetle
(the screech beetle) as well as the many birds who bathe and
feed here, you might well assume that this small site would
be cherished and protected, especially in a Science Park, in
the city, in Hulme with its high profile commitment to
community consultation and a shiny new "green image". //

Troublz af t, Ponc[

Ten days after our sunny and successful pond-clean at Abbey
Villa Pond, a phone call alerted us to the arrival of the
planning application by Manchester Science Park Ltd. at the
Town Hall. Inspection of the plans revealed what we had
suspected for some months, that the proposed office, laborat-
ories and generous carparking would turn the pond and its
semi-natural grassland into history. Those of you f?.miliar
with Mrs.Gaskell's first novel, "Mary Barton", can discover
her description of the rustic delights of some fields 7ea”
Manchester, well known to the inhabitants as wGreen Heys
Fields". Here may be seen the country business of haymaking,

page Thirteen

by Unity Kelly
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ploughing etc. "If you could see the charm of one particular
stile. Close by it is a deep clear pond...." She goes on to
describe the hedges of hawthorn and blackthorn, the foot-
paths, the black and white farmhouses and the:}r flower filled

....and the pleasure this countryside gave to the
artisans from the mills and forges. All that was soon to
vanish, but history has a funny way of repeating itself. When
the wholesale clearances of the 1960s gave Greenheys back a
small pocket of naturally regenerated urban common, the happy
accident of fractured watermain also created a sizeable pond.
In the early stages, it was the botanical arrivals, especialy
in the marshy areas, which arcused the interest of the

1ife value. "Even unto them that
:+h any noteable wild 8
Hutﬁev:;;hlit{le, so even that shall be taken away".
ha

i Lancashire
i :fe is working closely with the :
mnchester&iillgid many other conservation bodies to oppo§e
Wi}dlife pment. The iocal Action Group 18 based at No. 1,
thle.dave 2 mime (Tel. 226 1987 or 226 6774-hotline).

ose & e
g;:ggzu?elndcirour,objection immediately to the Planning Dept,
Town Hall, f£.a.o- Chris McGough.

1 is making waves - donations
The Abbey Pond Action Group 18 lof 7

greatfully accepted.

University ecologists and others. It also made a fascinating PHoto: TAN BRowWN
place for children to explore and welcome relief from the
newly fashioned concrete jungle in Hulme. Even while public

was being spent on various "improvements" and better
access in 1985, plans were on paper to enable the site to be
retrieved for development at will. There was no consultation
when part of the area was taken for the site of the Greenheys
Business Centre but all the residents we have spoken to, were >
aware that all was not well. Trees had gone and the marsh ; >
where the mallard roosted in 1986/7 was ruined by infilling.
But the pond itself continued to thrive and give delight and
knowledge to the local children. The water quality remains
excellent and now we know just how good it is for aquatic
invertebrates, including species which are quite choosy where
they live. Another species of dragonfly has been added to the i :
list; the Black Darter. It is our smallest dragonfly (as i
opposed to the damselflies), and is a "very Interesting" el
record (Andrew Bielinski). ;

Raiserman (Planner and
12 was a

Page Fifteen
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ﬂogghed Up

The area of open countryside, between Woodhouse Park and the
airport, has been ploughed-up again. This was first dope
May 1991, an action which led to the destruction of the Grade
A Site of Biological Importance in the area. We assume that
the ploughing was undertaken by Ringway International Devej-
opments Ltd., who own the land and won our "Des Poiler" Awarg
for the work (see "Awards"). After the first ploughing, the
site was very good for butterflies and most of the wild plant
species had survived; let's hope this still applies!

Dumped On

The shopping city at Dumplington is to go ahead. Although at
first sight this area of old farm land may not seem to be a
great prospect for wildlife, it is quite significant for bird
life with many species, including Short-eared Owl. The shops
which are to be built will have an area equivalent to those
in Altrincham, plus a lot of car parking space. This devel-
opment, and those of Sainsbury/John Lewis at Bruntwood and
Tesco/Marks & Spencer at Handforth will have a great effect
on local (and district) shopping facilities. This may not be
thought to be of much relevance to wildlife but the new shops
will encourage more "car bourne" shopping trips; more pollut-
ion and more motorways (destroying wildlife areas). Still, we

must 1look on the bright side; at least you'll be able to get
a nice cup of coffee.

U.M.I.S.T. put in an appearance at the U.D.P. inquiry. They
spent a day, with Dr. Ray Gemmell (ex. Countryside Unit) as
their ecological witness, trying to rubbish the Site of Bio-
logical Importance at Lower Hardy Farm. The Council, who are
hoping to protect the area, had ecologist Dr. Ralph Tomlinson
(also ex. CU), as their witness to defend. What happens when
two experts disagree? I would like to agree with our amateur
botanist, David Bishop, when he says that Lower Hardy Farm is
the best wildflower area in the central Mersey Valley. Tt is
worth noting that U.M.I.S.T. would like to build houses on
their sports ground at Lytham Road. Merton Niven

Page Sixteen -
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» are still peing awarded so k(.eep sending in nominations,
These ood and bad things happening to the environment, in
for :2‘; %anchester- We are having difi"ioxlty presenting some
crea ﬁe awards; mainly it's lack of time and the appropriate
of ttunitY- The 1991 "Golden Magpie" was presented to June
oppOl'es for her work at Reddish Mini-wood; the "Malcolm
Grea‘éicé“ Award went to Stockport Leisure Services, for dump-
I?racwaste’ from Highfield Cemetery, into Royley Wood. The
13?31 awards which have not yet been presented are: the "March
Hare" Mad Award which was won'by U.M.T.S.T. for their plan to
infil ILower Hardy Farm SBI with 23ft of inert waste and turn
it into playing fields (they still want to do this and are
claiming that they have an extant planning permission, from
1965, for the dumping of domestic waste) and the "Des Poiler"
Award was won by Ringway International Developments Ltd (RID)
for the ploughing of the Grade A SBI at Woodhouse Park. As a
matter of interest, we are wondering if, as RID have offices
at Manchester Airport, there is a connection with MIA and so,

of course, to the City Council. These two awards will be pre-
sented in the fullness of time.

The good news is that, for 1992, we have reduced the awards
to two; the good and the bad. This should make things easier
but, for ?he Same reasons, we have not yet been able to make
%:ser}tatlons (we've not even had the certificates printed).
w@\{;ﬁge; of. the "Golden Magpie" Award is the Crossacres
and Oro, roject. Thig wood, at the junction of Brownley Road

SsSacres Road, in Wythenshawe (also known as Park Wood)

S undergone a transfo ; . A :
rma 2
footpath ang e tion with rubbish clearing, bridge,

; dwalk buildin oodland it and man
other . g, W and managemen y
Poilerﬁmp:ward tS; an excellent commnity project. The "Des
Officers for }-]as 4been won by the Stockport Council Planning
in thejy re omitting words from a G.M. Structure Plan Policy
develOpmentpor%e to Councillors on the Cheadle Hospital office
thinking e feel this may have led the Councillors into
€Y should approve the development
We hope :

that .
*Cting the em(;\;r awards will remind people of the events eff-

fonment so keep the nominations rolling in. //
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by Tan Brown
The chair depicted on the front cover is made of Alder frop
Big Wood in Wythenshawe, where we undertook coppice thinning
earlier this year. The area has breeding Orange-tip butter-
flies and the thinning should keep the sunmy glad

2 Bl = 2 open, and
ensure that correct breeding conditions are maintained.

It's all part of Manchester Wildlife's Woodland Management
and Crafts Initiative for which we have now won two awards.
These awards are national competitions (as opposed to grants)
and the second is the WWF/C.A.P.E. Award, for £1000, which is
now sponsored by BT. This will be very useful, together with
the £400 from the Red Rose Forest, in helping us to set up a
woodland craft centre in the Community Forest. We have al-
ready spent money on training and hardware for pole-lathes,
and are ordering basic tools for wood turning and management
work. To come; a day building a lathe and shaving horse at
Parrs Wood CRE. At this event you will be able to learn the

skill required for such Work; there may be a small charge to
help cover our expenses.

As part of our awareness raising programme we have been busy
staging bodging demonstrations, 17 days this year (with more

to come), mostly in Greater Manchester but with a few away
events. One T particularly enjoyed was a week-end at Eastham
Country Park, in Wirral.

This was devoted to woodland and
other traditional crafts. There was Peg, rake, hurdle, basket
and charcoal making, with a smithy in operation (I was able
to have an adze blade bent for Chair making), a well as three
bodgfo er%iuging d;.lgerent styles. T turned a full set of parts

I a Windsor chair out of some beautiful -
public took a great interest, et e

as always seems to be the case
and such events offer the chance :

Most of you will have come across the phrase

Development" and some may have wondered what it means. vyq,
are not on your own; there has been debate, in plannin and
other circles, as to its meaning. There is actually not 5
mystery - "Sustainable Development means living within the
Page Eighteen
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earth - not taking out more

’ inable
i efer the term 'SUS‘!.:aI’ i
] ) . i r increas
: L2 Newspme- eems to infer eve
tan it ( o " tainable
2 1es of what are not "Sus 50
e L4 [ ]
r :on Of airports and bmldmgrgvsport
Sl i a4
i a(;t?ﬁiriles encouraglilg.gggigesszrzhould cater
s To be sustal L iyl
both good® e pegy o nufacture and only import wg;vent
for is a problem in that th? > 1:!n
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il the way we f th

earth's environment.

.tY of the

: i ife? Our
what has all this raving to do with mncﬁe§teglzlvl,:§,lof using
woodland management and crafts are a sSus Va}ni much woodland
a local resource. I have been involved wit Lo Pl
management work and been concern?d t,haf_’« s Using the pro-
has been wasted on bonfires and habitat plleﬁér s e
ducts of coppicing to make furnit.:ure, and othe 11 produce more
is far more productive. If coppiced, trees WI,CO maturity. To
timber, and live longer, than if left to.grow and then fash-
win this timber, without the use Of_mcmnery’hand tools, is
ion it into chair legs or rakes, using Sl‘;‘Ple woodland by rot-
low on input and high on output. To coppice WoOd B0, . o
ation means that every 6-20 years you can re infinite supply
there is as much timber as the last time. A;_l'n If you put
vhich is far more sustainable than clear fii ;ogéland it
in you will always be able to take b‘:’:Ck n and can be worked
such as bodging, the wood iﬁeu?‘;gi sg;gegroduct which will
iZa:iﬁu;nx: ﬁ’{cﬁ;etﬁgymm timber, thus saving the time,
and expense, Of transport and storage.

that to put on bodging
have, at present, is ’ the
- prOblglor; it ’is necessary to use a vehicli lt;odmcixze :
den?npmes‘:rﬁ: around. If craft centres can be establishe e
equ ’ :
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parts of Manchester then we will be able to get
across without carting stuff about, which is not cyct.s

We will be able to teach people "new" skills an;;“fi#amabm
help to create employment. So, what if these "newn el e Cven
3000 years old, dating back to Ancient Greece ang S)t{}lul\ls are

our Tessage

Age; they worked then and I think they are sti Iron
A ot i 5 ~ Stll] ala

today. There is presently sufficient woodland ?iil\,gimt s

T eater

Manchester, which is desperately in need of
: of manage
able to sustain a certain amount of traditional ggﬁﬁt’ e

trees have been planted in recent years, and the Red ;Iany
L Ose

Forest should provide more, to su in
’ PpPly timber for futur
}iut we require proper planting schemes, not pseudo ;gsr}eeds
andscaping to pretty-up office developments. i

A Craft Centre could be set up at Parrs Wood CRE, at least on

a temporary basis .
woodland.ry but what we need is a vacant workshop, near

We hear of the possibilit i
: y of a new visitor
at Chorlton Water Park; this sounds like an ideal 1;2;‘tri:§§tre

The 1last ear :

ience; acqﬁ‘;gii S have been an interesting, learning exper-

and fi g the skills of wood turning and chair i
nding out more abo ir making

t our traditi :
relevance u aditional crafts and thei
- recentgythet;':d:ﬁs:ay:m I have attended three conferenf
Forest + "A Seed in Time", abou o

LY, was rather a waste of time (though T oﬁlycgttenézﬁ

. The Bodger's Annual

at Coalbrook Dale
. More

seminar en recently, a ;
S educat;'i;iid .-vsqto;dlands 0ld ang Newt.f fyngfleldf a one g’lay
most wooded city infgild has 6,000 acres orénf,go;nterestlng
they also have a craf tain) ang at iEact o land (the
ing will go on and aft centre with 3 o e Ancient Woods;:
to make our projec:e ?ope to acquire ney o fes. The learn-
go at basket all the more worthy ts and skills

making). What would you likele (Unity B ales o

touch,
ve might be able to find you a jop, O tX¥; get in
A /

i ® of the Year? - L
ture in the city cannot log

be over-e ologicay
City Review of Sustainability, stimatedn gy p Values of
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s have been stopped

scheme :
Two motorway The M6-M56 link,

% i ressure.
Goonh:EgSPT' B becan;se o5 Eﬁzlil:}cmrgugh Trafford cou{ltryfige;
wrymigh would 122 Curme M1-M62 link, in Yorkshir;,lpljeftsand
has canC?t up. , don't stop now — cancel t;hera s
e sty 'rhére is still much protest over ? ol ,
' mingg:'n up, public opinion can make a differ ]
gchemesi
as found a Nationally Notable
i Ww;ffgigegigiypgrk. A diving beetle, Rl_nantus
gt to occur in only between 3i and

turalis which is thought : B
Tgo 10km squares, in Britain. We would like to thank Dave for

a1l his hard work at the 01d Abbey Pond, in Hulme. Afi,:;l:n
in depth study he has now found 43 species of pond an ;

and counting.

We hear that Manchester city Council

MANCHESTER FOR SALE? -~
perties; from

is holding an auction sale of their land and prope ;
our precious open paces to shops. Apparently nothing is sa
except Parks! TIf this is true it's a disgrace, and to sell
any of our Parks would provoke public outrage, but will ’f’;hey
be the only open space we have left except for the River
Valleys? So much for the Manchester countryside!

that the sale is to take place this month.

(.:&Y Wagtails - We have reported sightings of Grey Wagta1:'Ls,
in Manchester, in previous Magpies; they are normally @ bird
of rural areas but seem to be developing a 1iking for cities:
There are large roosts in Hulme's derelict deck access f}ats.
they feed at the 01d Abbey Pond. Are these birds changing
their habits?

F.0.M.V - We have recently held talks with the Friends oi tge
Mersey valley to discuss the possibility of a joint fuf:gré
The Friends were formed to counter a threat from Tra

valley.

Counc thdraw from the mana t of the Mersey
Sinceithgg :iar]_y s they have been busy countering other
valley as a place for wildlife and

the
ety promotin%t can be very difficult to maintain the

oyment .
mime’nis we know, and our aims being similar,

it would
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make sense to join together; indeed,
in common and if we can share the wo
effective. Too many cooks make light work!

FOMV and mw have Mmembe
we should pe mo

Losing Open Space? — This seems to be a problem in
but probably no more so than in the other Greater
District. How is the open space situation in
Is it diminishing or increasing?
us know and we will print your views in Magpie.

Manchester
Manchester
your Borough?

Why not get in touch>

Copy date for the next Magpie is the 11th of January

A&mtaimble(hrisulastoallmrneaders

And for an Envirommentally Friendly Christmas Present
IR AT THRTTT

Alternative shpers' guide:

Ethical
Consumer
I

Too often, when you spend your moncy, 78
it gocs to companies that you probably
don't want to support - companics that 2
test on animals, pollute the environment or
make nuclear weapons. The Ethical
Consumer will enable you to choose
where your moncy goes
On a product by product
basis, from Banks to
Breakfast Cereals,
casy-to-read tables tell
you how the companics 44
behind the brand names
rate on the following 13 issues
Animal Testing * Factory Farming *
Other Animal Rights * Oppressive
Regimes * Trade Union Relations *

Pollution * Irresponsible Marketing * Armaments *
Nuciear Power * Land Rights * Politica/ Donations *
Wages & Conditions * Boycott Call

The Ethical Consumer is available as a b..
magazine and as a Shopping Guide featuri
drink & household products.
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cts ings &
goetu 02 gy - 969 a7l (etme 9
peter HAT o'Neill - 962 2440
1nsects rt ~ Tony . 434 212

RSPB stockpo _ gimeon Rydz 3831
BirdS  popp MancheSLoT -~ “wiicocks - 945
prey RescU®
pird of

volunteers 2223
prust for ;i:slton - 275 3146 (day) 928
Britiel trincham - shelad 872 7640 (day)

sale & & Trafford - Brian Taylor - (weekends & evenings)

> 9
salford ter - 0625 87472
- Kim Por
Stockport
Trust - 962 6748
(heshire Wildlife - 1Liz Blackman (Chair)
North Group (Trafford) - L2 B € C o fary) - 0663 743070

stockport & Tameside -
#ilmslow Group - Tony Brown

lLancashire Wildlife Trust 5
Bolton Wildlife Project — Annie Surtees

e - 436 1761

0204 361847

t - 236 4155
Manches ends of the Earth - 13 Paton Stree
Frimdsbce)rf Ellri Mersey Valley - Ann Buckingham - 881 1814

Mersey Valley Wardens - Sale 905 1100 - Chorlton 881 5639

Manchester City Conservation Officers - 273 5843
Elaine Norsworthy - Countryside Officer
Graeme McVitie - Woodland Officer

! isation - You are
Manchester Wildlife is a networking organ
included on our contact list; are we included on yours? Other
groups might like to come to a similar arrangement!

wildlife: 82 Crantock Dr., Heald Green,
SR MaxwheemerS'c,oc:kpc’x:'t. SK8 3HA Tel. 437 7040
The *Magpie" is the newsletter of Manchester Wildlife - the
opinions expressed within its pages are not necessarily those
of M.W. Whilst every effort has been made to ensure that the
information contained in Magpie is correct, we cannot be held
responsible for any mistakes in the text. Likewise, anyone
undertakes any project based on the information in these
o pages does so at their own risk.



APPLICATION FOR
MEMBERSHIP

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)

.........................

Address

ce

Post

Phone number

O0E

C

Subscription rates

(1 Family membership

(3 Individual membership

O Reduced membership
(Senior Citizen, Unwaged, Under 16)

(J Schools, Groups and Societies

(J Please send me details of Life Membership

( I'enclose a donation of £ . Which '-

will go towards the funding of local nature and

conservation work.

{1 I am interested in Sponsoring a Newsletter and/or

leaflet. Please send me further details.

Q1 I may be able to Sponsor tools, trees or other materiaj
in exchange for publicity and would Jike to discuss th

Please list your particul

ar interests
and Conservation -

---------------------
.............................
................
.............

Please send completed fo

payable to Manchester

Wildlife
to:

rms with cheques made

Iunderstand

s [Pt/
is.

in Wildlife

. en
...............................

Tan Brown

82 Crantock Drive
Heald Green -
Cheadle

Cheshire ggrg 3HA

Space here for Sponsor's
Name + Logo + Phone No.

Inquiries to Editor - 061 437 7040
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Past Events

gﬁnGr;?; cfx‘m lAhy 022 Wythenhawe Park was a fun day; first time we have had the chance to
i count. Pagk crowd of folk about and we'made contact with a basket maker and the
o S rymrmRangers, who booked our bodging demonstration for their craft event.
nevermendiy o y and'Rural Show at Parrs Wood CRE was extremely well attended with a
T somenghel eam gg visitors to see our bodging and exhibition. We could have done
S i, Al P as th Anthony and Ian hardly had the chance of a break, but thanks to
L ,aregula;' volunteer with the BTCV, the bodger managed a few minutes relief.
e arrier, basket maker, Tools for Self Reliance, Rare Breeds, Falconry and
ot gl ractions; this must be the best show in Manchester. The Hay Cutting at
net?:l ough went well; this time we had a brush cutter which made easy work of the
es and we made two large hay stacks. Another good days work. Bodgin with Oldham &
thc.:chdall 1§°Eromdwork in the Ashworth Valley was unusual in that it was on the top of a
b SI;OW and?gnus crowds, but tht?se who came showed intelligent interest. Many crafts
e Y got her picture in the Rochdale Observer, showing off her skill on the
ving horse. The Reddish Mini-wood hay cutting day was cancelled but the Abbey Villa
Pond Clean-up was a stupendous event; this is fully reported in the newsletter. The
fainswick Park Meadow Mowing turned into a scrub bashing day. This wildflower meadow is
n danger of being overrun by willows so we are undertaking a programme to keep them
under control. Only three volunteers and, as the Bodger was at Eastham Country Park,
tools were limited as no car was available.

Future Events

There are a few possible events which we have not, as yet, been able to finalise. There
is a chance that we will be managing an area of woodland in the Mersey Valley and a task
at Parrs Wood is a distinct possibility. Look out for our Woodland Craft events. In the
meantime there should be plenty to keep you occupied on our Events List. We may be doing
bodging demonstrations for the Red Rose Forest. These will take place in Trafford, Bury,
Salford, Wigan, Bolton and Manchester. Would you like to assist at any of these events?
If so contact the Bodger on 437 7040.

last time we promised you 2 report on the Metro Across the Mersey; there is something to
tell but we are not yet in possession of all the details and we ran out of space in the
newsletter. Unity's report on the Angels from Paradise walk got the chop for the same
reason, and the Editor has not yet found the script. At least we've something for the
next Magple, though finding articles is not usually a problem. Even so, if you have an
articie or story which you would 1like us to publish, sent it along, we hardly ever

refuse.
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EVENTS AND MEETTNGS

Please try to take part in as many events as possible. It is best to phone the contact
to make sure there are no alterations.

November 1993
Tuesday 9th Pub Meeting - Parrs Wood Hotel, Junction of School Lane/Parrs Wood

Road, East Didsbury. Time 7.30 p.m. Contact Ian Brown 437 7040.
Thursday 18th Strategic Plamning Meeting - Time 7.30pm. At the home of Unity Kelly
13 Ruskin Avenue, Rusholme. Contact 226 4583.
Friday 19th Wildflowers of the Balkans - Cheshire Wildlife Trust event. Talk and
slide show by David Bishop. Venue Altrincham Library. Time 7.45pm
Entrance fee 80p for non CWT members,
Thursday 25th General Meeting - Time 7.30 pm. At the home of Julia Gravestock,
9 Fairhaven Avenue (off Sandy Lane), Chorlton. Contact 860 7602.
Sunday 28th Tree Falr - Trafford Ecology Park. Woodcrafts, Tree Art, Stalls,
Exhibitions, BBQ. We will be bodging. Time 12 noon to 4pm Contact
Rate Breitholtz 746 9585.
Tuesday 30th The Birds of Russia - CWT event. Talk by Dr. Algirdas Kynstautus.
Stockport Town Hall at 7.30pm. A must for keen ornithologists. £3.
December 1993
Saturday 4th Parrs Wood Christmas Falr - At Parrs Wood Centre for Rural Education
East Didsbury. Come and buy your eco-friendly Christmas presents.
Open from 12 noon to 4pm. Contact Unity Kelly 226 4583.
Sunday 5th Tree Event - Croal/Irwell Valley Wardens. Tree dressing and Crafts.
We'll be bedging (again!). At Rock Hall, Moses Gate Country Park,
Farnsworth. Contact TIain Brown 0204 71561
Sunday 12th English Martyrs School - Tree management and grass cutting. Time 11-
3 at Manley Road (Alexandra Road South), Whalley Range. Wear old
clothes and bring refreshments. Contact Ian Brown 437 7040.
Tuesday 14th Pub Meeting - Parrs Wood Hotel, Junction of School Lane/Parrs Wood
Road, East Didsbury. Time 7.30 p.m. Contact Tan Brown 437 7040.
January 1994
Tuesday 1lth Pub Meeting - Parrs Wood Hotel, Junction of School Lane/Parrs Wood
Road, FEast Didsbury. Time 7.3C p.m. Contact Ian Brown 437 7040.
Tuesday 18th Strategic Plamning Meeting - Time 7.30pm. At the home of Unity Kelly
13 Ruskin Avenue, Rusholme. Contact 226 4583.
Sunday 23rd Woodland Management - Big Wood Simonway/Shadowmoss Road, Wythenshawe
Continuing coppicing work started last year. Wear old clothes and
wellies. Time 11 -3. Contact Ian Brown 437 7040.
Thursday 25th General Meeting - Time 7.30 pm. At the home of Unity Kelly, 13
Ruskin Avenue, Rusholme. Contact 226 4583

February 1994
Tuesday 8th Pub Meeting - Parrs Wood Hotel, Junction of School Lane/Parrs Wood
Road, East Didsbury. Time 7.30 p.m. Contact Ian Brown 437 7040.
SroP FRESS

A REPORT ON OUR EVENTS IS TO BE FOUND OVERLEAF

Eabmaf/xj 1994

5\44433 134, “Bremble Cbzar(n%“ SN %ﬂ‘s Wood) CRE, Eéél':blaé'b&f‘ﬂ
. Time || -4 Contact SanBrown. U437 7oio,




