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Indeed it ought to be demonstrated that products which we use
or consume are actually beneficial to the environment and in-
stead of insisting on minimum levels of pollutants in consum-
ables such as water, we should insist that our food and

contain nothing but what is good for our health. This may be
held by some to be unrealistically idealistic but I believe it
is something for which we should be aiming, and in the short,
rather than the long term. Environment Now call this the "Zero
Option" and in the coming months you will be able to read all
about it in that publication. It could make things just a touch
awkward for such as I.C.I. and the motor industry t such hich
standards should not be impossible to attain.

drink

(Apologies for the excessive use of the word "environment", but
it is important, and maybe I have misunderstood the meaning of
the word "absolutist".) //
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I have found a company who can print T-shirts, sweat-shirts e
prices (fo

with a very small minimum quantitv, at reascnable
the most expensive sweat-shirt, only £12.50).

I want to get some printed with the Magpie logo and the wording
"Manchester Wildlife Trust".

Be the envy of your friends with an (almost) exclusive designer
garment. Contact your Secretary for further details.

(The Secretary's daytime telephone number is 829 5457)
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Plant Life tn the Mergey Vallgy

Part 2 - Meadow Plants by Davig
Bi
Unlike many of the river valleys in the Manch hop
Mersey Valley (M.V.) has never been extensively i
instead, it represents the remains of an old agricult i
scape. Much of the land was originally grassland, theural lang.
for hay or used for grazing. People up and down the ngl;ass cut
refer to, "the meadows" and for good historical reasong. | stin
The quality of the grassland was maintained by co.
winter flooding which deposited layer upon layer of ricﬁtm-u&i
Chorlton's local historian, Mr. John Lloyd, quotes an o silt.

a
ndustrialisthe

farmer who could recall opening the sluice gates durfilnlocal
second flood of winter; the first flood was not usegd bng u:he
P =) “

"jit brought down all the rubbish".

A by-product of this annual regime of winter flooding ang
summer cropping was a rich and diverse flora. The Nineteenth
Century Manchester botanists, Richard Buxton and Leo Grinden
recorded plants such as: Green-winged orchid, Meadow saxifrage
and Adder's tongue fern which are now rare on a national scale
and certainly absent from the modern M.V.

The Twentieth Century, of course, tore this old and care-
fully nurtured landscape apart with its usual brutal and ill-
considered savagery. Rubbish tips, sewerage works, golf courses
and sports pitches all took their toll, fcllowed by gravel ex-
traction and motorway construction. Remaining scraps of meadow
were either badly over-—grazed by tenant's livestock or allowed
to grow out until they fell prey to local children with matches
(in the summer of 1976 one of the few extensive areas of origi-
nal grassland on Chorlton Ees was ruined by fire).

In the early 1970s decisions were taken to improve the mess
that the M.V. had become. Unfortunately the local authorities
proceeded with more enthusiasm than knowledge and more scraps
g: :ég l:eadgw were obliterated by tree planting (planting tr:is
e universal so%utlon to all conservation problems

counterproductive!). R

Am:;inle you can still find a few meadow plants but sl

sorry tale and many are declining.

or‘ ] »
2 :he follow1ixg_page is a partial list: very
: R = éare.— LO@l, L.F. = Imally frequent’ V.L.
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English Latin Flower- | Status |Description
Name Name ing Time| in M.V. | of Plant
Lady's Cardamine April- (> 4-petalled vhite to lilac flowers borne on
Smock pratensis June leafy stalks arising from a rosette of
leaves.
Bistort Polygonum June- L.F Patch forming member of the dock family
bistorta October with salmon pink flower spikes. Leaves
edible when young.
Lady's Alchemilla May- R Member of the rose family (!) with palm-
Mantle vulgaris Sept. shaped lobed leaves and a cluster of tiny,
yellow/green flowers.
Ox-eye Leucanthemum | May- L.F. |A big white daisy with flowerheads 25-30mm
daisy vulgare Sept. But de- | across.
clining
Great isorba June- L.F. |Another (odd) member of the rose family
Burnet officinale Sept. but at |with dense, oblong dark red flowerheads.
risk! Always gets mildew at end of summer!
Hay-rattle| Rhinanthus May- L A semi-parasitic (on grasses) annual with
minor Sept. small, yellow, "snapdragon" flowers pro-
truding from inflated calyces.
Meadow Geranium June- V.L. |A big, blue wild geranium with flowers 25-
Cranesbill | pratense Sept. 30mm across. Leaves deeply cut.
Sneezewort | Achillea July- V.L. |A close relative of Yarrow with small
ptarmica Sept. white, creamy centred daisy flowers and
linear, minutely toothed leaves.

Space does not permit me to include clovers,
buttercups, dandelion-like composites, plant-
ains and (of course!) grasses; they will all
have to wait for future articles.

Of the plants that are on the 1list, Ox-eye
daisy appears to be declining (for reasons that
are not clear); Great burnet is at risk from
habitat destruction - the Water Authority des-
troyed one of our best colonies last year (in
fact, in their zeal for perfectly uniform and
regular river banks they have destroyed the
habitats of four of our rarest wildflowers re-
cently - including the one colony of Hairy
buttercup - if only they were as enthusiastic
about cleaning up water pollution!); Meadow
cranesbill seems to be increasing and there is
a colony of Hay-rattle spreading nicely on the
(elevated) field by Chorlton Ees car park.
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Tan Brown and I visited Austri

# of 1988
In the Su;‘;fget a hay'meadow in a river Y‘alley near where
. Sh:;;eg (I remember it well - Ed) It contained no particyi,,
we s .

: uttercups and white-flowered umbejj._
raritie::trJl:S :ff:éfs;t‘of;ts: ’m];gical; g banded, pastel haze of pink,
fers bu nite and golden-yellow, moving and rippling in tpe
green,.w fine healthy countryside in good hegrt, valued ang
grezeéor. I thought "the Mersey Valley looked like this oncer .
It could easily do soO again but sadly: I very m1_1ch doubt that
it will (it will probably get turned into a business park!).

and

References

1. "The Township of Chorlton-cum-Hardy" by John Lloyd, 1972.

2. "Buxton's Guide" * by Richard Buxton, 1849.

3. "The Manchester Flora" by Leo Grindon, 1859. :

4. "The Wild Flowers of Britain and Northern Europe" by Fitter,
Fitter and Blamey, 1974.

* abbreviated title.

Addenda to previous article (Part 1 - Woodland Flowers

Dog's Mercury occurs in Stenner Lane, Didsbury not .Ford Lane.

I did find Soft Shield Fern but it is almost certainly a garden
escape. My thanks to Audrey Franks and Vera Gordon (vice-county
recorder) for this information. //
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In youn laat edition [an Brown pnovidea

'Buainess Pan/e/t'. What the anticle lacked £
it mone than made up {fon in humonoun ontent, eq a cutting
refenence to the 'BLo[uf;Lcaj [lliteracy’ of Mancheaten f.df:
Council. At the nisk of ./)eém; 'defensive’ could [ give anothen

pe/ulpe,ct[_ve to the controvenray.

The lange business panks in which the Council hasr played a pant
have not all involved the net loas of public open apace. Whenre
aponta {tchea have been loat, the Council haar secuned alten-
native facilities befone agreeing the disposal (eg Siemena,
Shanaton Green, YMCA). In addition, although some land that waa
not in uae fon aponts pitchres has also been loat (eg Simonaway)
e Council has also over the aame peniod acquined land _{%a
open apace punposes [ eg fonmen Duchesn of Yonk Hoapital Llanda)
notwithatanding the difficult {inancial poaition.

Several o,{ these schemes have necently come to fruition because
the manket has been such as to make thia possible, but the land
allocations to this end wene made years ago and wene public
knowledge. Examplea hene include the ﬂ%o[lo Alte at Ardwick,
the Siemens aite and the Simonaway proposal. Thua, it ia not
present thia as a necent trend, but nathen it ia
the coming to fruition of a long—tenm olicy to promote employ-
ment growth in the Céz‘.g which can on,[Z be nealisred when manket
cincumatances ane auch that people ane willing to undentake
development. ‘

At Lleaat one of the casen linted [descnibed an 'Palatine Road
Oasnin') ia an unaought private aecton development, which ia not
yet detemmined but (n likely to be necommended fon nefusal. In

U case, the Council actually promoted a 7ree Presenvation
Onden to netain the exiating wooded envinonment in the face of
@ development thneat. Anothen case (that of the Shinley Inatit-

ute) a4 a reaponse to a lang—atandéng {inancial problem on t/.ze
pant :?f a ~hnown Manchester inatitution, whene the Councid
has done ita beat to help but has been veny tough over appro-
vala, A thind case (descnibed ar 'Tesco’, which I take to be

the tonmen Chniatie ?lagi.ng Fielda) doean't {it into thia
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ecause the Council han auccesnfully ney;

3 ?u' ¢6 tone on thia aite (and, ,;,,deﬁd, 94"22:“:{
/ U'ﬁm other Puw‘.oualy developed aitea which g
has aaid it & happy uf&t/l the idea of a B/ uae on
on which a acheme L4 cunnently unden negotiat;,,
an lear g{{ut on the natunal ecology of the

. would a Teaco aupenstone.

s of landacaping proposals anre looked ,
L‘L&m 0§ a lake/p at Sharaton Green (4 2
L thia, aa ia the cane that has been taken in

21 S to secune the envinonment of the exiiting
N ot o dcund ecologgical advice. The Shanaton pro-
d : will create the oppontunity to improve
Park in m[p,g,cal teama, 40 that what s available
s enjoy ia enhanced and a0 that wildlife hab-

scheme adds to the totality of joba
,. u Wﬁ:u@ to depe.gg to a de_gae_e

e pu.t:.cu case. lo take one pant-

the anticle ia wrong, howeven, the Siemens

of headguanters from Congleton,
‘“ é a eamti.a/lé a mn::%ﬁctuﬂ-
antera openration tacked onto it;
wonthwhile to rovide a propen
be nrecogni in any event

, companies do need to move
x5 Aut’.n.} them {nom the C[.ty
inly wan Aappenizg in the
fenence between Mancheaten

cincumatances nathen than abaolutiat stance,.

act of the matten in that the Council d / ‘
ﬁ:néa?e o ca/]_/x !, and has to usre whateven ;Znﬁa;ieaavzgorgzc
e L ua/w% the ne-use of land resounces) +o allev‘% te
thia pnoblem. Rathen than blame the Council fon this, it WLQLZI
be 60‘-“-:[" to aaguee;t tﬁzﬁPz[zzl-Calef{evd on CouncL,[A toou[,e

uat neAounc A0 a e need to dia :
g‘?tabie. i “ en away. pose of land asnets

Thnowing the Panra Wood Runal Studies Centne int {

i y mixing uP.t/le, taaues. The Council haa fzo:lltzie:fzjlu
deciaion about thia, non har (it even decided at the time oa
uniting whethen it can afford to maintain the Rural Studies
Faiire a4 an e:duca.twnal a.AIAe.t { 1ee point 7 abovel). No one can
i twinkles in developers' eyes, on even the makin of offern
but thia ia not at all the same thing aa promoting d?eveloomenu
of thia hind. .

(Councillor Arnold Spencen ia the Chai T :
anz the Vice Chain of; Planning Cim:l'_‘zzge?{) {ghways Committee

DEFINITION SSSI = Site selected for Superstores and Industry

Membership

Renewalg.

If your membership is due
for renewal, there will be
a red R and the month due
in the space below. Please
send your subscription to
the Treasurer, Unity Kelly.
We thank you very much for
your continued support.
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WITHINGTON HOSPITAL - CHAPTER TWO by Anthony Phelps

autt 1989 copy of Magpie, vou
For those of you who read the utumn v
will remember that I promised to keep you posted about further

til recently there
developments. You can probably guess that, un cently there
'E been many developments - but that's Urban Wildlife Con-

haven
servation for you!

We decided that waiting for a firm answer from the hospital was
not the best use of our time, and set dates for the survey of
the land, starting in February, planning to visit the site once
each month. The idea is to get to know exactly what was there,

and to do a little there each time.

On Sunday the 11th of February (see the latest Events list for
the next work days), we arrived at 10 a.m. It was sad not to
see more of our membership, in fact we were only four in number
(the committee). Ian Brown and Unity Kelly started the survey,
and noted the first wildflowers on the site - Coltsfoot. We
also noticed the leaves of Daffodils (probably not native), and

a small clump of Bluebells.

Whilst this was going on, Mike Garnham and I started some
clearance work, pulling up some of the vast number of saplings
(mainly Sycamore and Horse Chestnut) which crowd the ground. We
left a few of the more straight specimens, to provide us with
some stakes later on. Habitat piles were built, to store all
the ‘waste', which will hopefully encourage mammals and small

birds to nest.

A

I started to cut up a tree on the edge of the site, which had
fallen over in the strong winds, although there was a lot of
dead wood, and it would probably have collapsed without the
Storm's help! This work was carried out using some of the new
£ools the Trust now owns, which proved most useful. The money
for these came from the Tool Fund (see previous newsletter),
and the money raised during the Coffee Morning in Chorlton.
These tools will enable us to carry out a lot of Woodland and
Crassland Management work in the future, both at the hospital,
and at Hough End Clough.

There iziso much varied work to do on this site, apart from the
mlfor g{ing up, including coppice planting, battening on the
“@ll for climbing plants such as Ivy, fitting (building?) nest

5PS0

5

: nding o issi i g
poxes, possibly (iepi . g on permission being obtained) fep;-
ing two Horse FHeetnuLs LO open up clearings, digging a pong
(from scratch - something that I have not yet done),sapa rout :
ing and laying path material where necessarvy. ; LR

so, if you would like to join in, and, in doing so, meet other
members Of the TrUSt_<1nClUdln§ your Secretary), then ple;se |
some along ... No experience necessary ... Full training given.

|

-

. WRONG DIRECTIONS

 The location of the woodland at Withington Hospital was incorr-

ectly given in the last newsletter. This should have read, "The
site is to be found at the junction north of Nell Lane and east
(n@t/west) of Princess Road." It would appear that your editor
does not know his east from his elbow!

an apology from your Editor

by Ian Brown

t appears that we could lose Rainham Marshes (a wetland of
eat wildlife importance) in Essex. The reason for this loss -
,»Bi‘aagyland typre theme park. To quote Indian Farmer, Rathore

gh, whose land is threatened by a similar development, "Why
~need 28,000 acres for a rat, a duck and a few swings?"

by Ian Brown

read all about it in a newspaper or seen it on the
it I think the tale is worth retelling. On Thursday
'ch at about 10 o'clock of the forenoon a team of
er and chainsaws demolished a 3% acre wood at
Cheadle Hulme, in two hours flat. Involved in
vandalism were Builder, John Harrisson (Broadway,
e alleged owner of the land, D. Tommis (Surveyors),
2 trees were felled without a license, and if, as
' ties press for the full penalty allowed by
‘could be £1000 a tree. The Forestry Commiss-
felled trees and the highest number I saw
amount to quite a fine, which could be 2

i:ﬁ
s in the future. The wood is virtually the

€
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PARRS WOOD RURAL STUDJES CENTRE TO CLOSE?

Education Committee nas delayed closing the
the 5th, by which time the Friends of Parrs
Wood must come up with firm altgrnative prOPOSal?1~fo rfunning
the Centre, or closure is certain and the land will ?g sold. It
is hardly fair to impose such a deadline, gve? 1%7:ca Friends
were takeover experts. A commercial sponsor 1S to e sought ang
we hope this can be achieved. We appreciate that problems

the Poll Tax are causing severe cuts to be mgde in educationas
spending but feel that closure of Parrs Wood 1s a rather short
sighted policy. We believe that the Rural Studied C as
been selected for the axe in order to create the most prote
Should such a fine environmental educational establishment be
used as a political football? Hopefully, when the current re-
cession has run its course there will be resources available to
fund such luxuries as environmental education! We will leave it
to you to decide who is to blame for this situation but if we
fail to provide our children with a practical education on the
natural world, how much hope can there be for any improvement
to the environment. Do YOU want to support the Friends of Parrs
Wood? Of course you do. Then contact Unity Kelly (226 42832) and
find out how you can help keep the Rural Studies Centre open.
Once it closes, it is hardly likely to reopen and certainly not
in such ideal surroundings as the Green Oasis it now ocunies.
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sible f e .15 correct, the Trust cannot be held re
Or any mistakes in the text. Likewise, any :
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