Newsletter of the Manchester Wildlife Trust

el

Number 15 Winter 1990

el T ok Pobin ?

p I,\Ai/aai-d the Counctl, >
LEh Bugtneds RS,
I hiﬁ‘cﬁd gock Rob'me.L S

Who gaw him die?
1, 2aud Mancunwa,
Wikth a tearin my eye,
1 gaw him die. =5

gwé




muich 5 : : ; which improve the environment, are a most
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jrafford Ecolo(%L Park

Countdouwn to Opening Day

! by Colin Mcfepy
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family’s Victon

] flundreds of onchida {Lowen by the
1 lakeaide duning eanly asummen,
hernona viait 40 nre lanly that one
featunes on the &:0[09.5 Pank's newly-
deaigned logo.

Development Conrponation {funding haa
alao allowed the employment, fcgm the
finat time, of a penmanent full-time
ataf{ of thnee nangens, nesponaible
fon making links with achools, indus-
trny and the community, and fon devel-
oping a nange of smallen featunes to
enhance the wildlife and educational
potential of the Ccology Pank. A newa

letten and a senies of leaflets ane
in the pipeline.

Undoubtedly, achool gnroups will be the most numenrous users of
the nefunbished Ecology Pank, but it will have aomething to
offen evenyone aj{ all ages, and Groundwonk ia panticulanly keen
to involve local neaidents, industrialiats and wonkers. There
have alneady been many vialtora to the Pank, even in advance of
ita official opening.

It s hoped that moat viaitors will leave with some ideas fonr
ecological featunea which can be copied in thein oun gardens on
achool and factony grounda (20me demoratration featunes ane
deaigned with juat thia in mind), and that some decision-makenrs
may Lleave with ”gneen” ideas which could be mone widely imple-
mented in oun towna and citiesa. Juat aa the Rangensr’ activitiea
aeem set to encompass the whole of Tnatfond Pank and beyond,
th hope  that the Ecology Pank’a example will influence the
wéZn gneening of the heavily industnialired anea - bninging

wildlife and a better envinonment within the neach of everyone.

Fon funther information, on to annange a viAi_t:m}nleaAe. contact
the Rangens at [naffond Ecolo Panrk, Moaley Road North, T natf-
ond Pank, Mancheaten, M7 (TU = Tel. 06/ &73 7182. //

As well as being Chief Rangen at the Ecology Pank, Colin Mcleod
ia a memben o;n%/ze 7n§4t¢,mio we can be aune to be well informed
on {uture progresas. Hopefully, we will be able to make a viait
to the Park in the not too diatant futune. //
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March, and when Phase two came up (offices for British Telecom)
I discovered that a mature hawthorn hedge which connected two
woods was to be ripped out. A plan by Robert Camlin allowed for
retention of the hedge, but was superseded. I went to the plan-
ning meeting and tried to argue that the hedge, which could be
hundreds of years old, should be saved, as its presence would
not make any difference to the scale of the development. I was
told that the hedge must go and that it would be replaced by
new planting elsewhere on the site, and that we would have to
be patient whilst this new planting matured. (I think that the
phrase "Biologically Illiterate" seems appropriate.) I don't
mind waiting a few hundred years, but will the wildlife.

New Jobs - Some of the "Business Parks" are purely speculative
developments. For example, Sharston Playing Fields, Palatine
Road (with palm trees indoors) and the Marples Ridgeway devel-
opment at Heald Green Farm. This being the case, it cannot be
said that they will provide any jobs. It is not even certain
that these offices will be sold or let. Even those developments
which have prospective occupiers are not bound to create new
jobs but merely move them around. This was so with the Trident
development at Moss Nook, to where Costains transferred from
three premises in Sharston. The Siemens overdevelopment on Nell
Lane will be a transfer of headquarters, from Congleton. Let's
hope that we don't end up with a situation where we lose all
our open space, have a lot of empty offices and no new jobs.

ROMILEY REGRETS - Back in March we made comments, on a proposed
housing development in Romiley, to the Stockport Planners. The
plan was for houses in a large rear garden, the bottom half of
which was wooded and in conjunction with the trees of the surr-
ounding gardens created an area which was obviously good for
wildlife. Mr. Ward, a local resident who had observed the local
fauna, over many years, provided us with a list which indicated
that there was a good variety, particularly of birds. Our ass-
essment of the site, in conjunction with Mr. Ward's wildlife
observations, led us to believe that any development which
destroyed the heart of this spinney would be detrimental to the
urban environment. The local planning committee strongly recom-
mended refusal on access, environmental and other grounds, and
the plan came before Stockport's Development Sub-Committee. It
was unfortunate that a councillor, who was known to be against
the application, had had to leave early and when it came .to a
vote, it was eight for, eight against. This left the Chairman,

WI90
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FORTHCOMING  WILDLIFE AND CONSERVATION EVENTS IN THE MANCHESTER AREA. THOSE MARKED *
NOT RUN BY THE MANCHESTER WILDLIFE TRUST. ORGANIZING BODY, CONTACT AND  TELEPHONE
NUMBER  SHOWN WHERE POSSIBLE OR PHONE IAN BROWN 437 7040. WHY NOT PUT THIS CALENDAR ON
YOUR WALL 70 REMIND YOU OF WHAT 1S GOING ON AND PLEASE TRY AND JOIN US. IT'S GREAT FUN

January

Saturday 27th Friends of the Earth Networking Seminar Conference Room, Manchester
Town Hall. Time 1 p.m. Contact Neil Lea 789 8880. Anyone concerned
about Manchester's environment is welcome to attend.*

' February
Sunday 4th Bird Walk. Meet at Chorlton Water Park in the car park. Time 11 a.m.
Leader Anthony Phelps. Contact Ian Brown 437 7040. We will proceed
via. Jacksons Boat (for refreshments) and to Broad Ees Dole Nature
Reserve. Wear stout shoes and bring binoculars.
Sunday 11th Withington Hospital Woodland - Woodland management and survey. For
directions see newsletter. Time 10 a.m. on. Contact Ian Brown.
Tuesday 13th Word Processor Evening - Get to know how to work the Trust's Word
~~ =processor. Meet at 12 Thornbridge Avenue, Chorlton. Time 7.30 p.m.
Contact Ann Buckingham 881 1814.
March
Sunday 4th Hough End Clough - Woodland and Grassland Management. Meet Hough End

Crescent (South end of Alexandra Road South). Time 10 a.m. onward.
Contact Ian Brown 437 7040. This event may be cancelled to make way
for the Plant Transplant. Please telephone the contact to confirm.

Sunday 11th Withington Hospital Woodland - Woodland Management and Survey. For
directions see newsletter. Time 10 a.m. on. Contact Ian Brown. This
event may be cancelled to make way for the Plant Transplant. Please
telephone the contact to confirm.

Saturday 24th Walk on the Wildside - Bolton Museum & Art Gallery, Le Mans Crescent
Bolton. A Natural History Society Open Day. Time 10 - 4. Contact
Miss K Berry 0204 22311 Ext. 2197.*

Sunday 25th North Reddish Mini-wood - Tree Planting and Management. Time 10 a.m.
onwards. For directions contact June Greaves on 432 6475.

Thursday 20th Wildlife Trust Meeting - Committee Room No. 7, Town Hall Extension,
Manchester. Time 7.30 p.m. Contact Ian Brown 437 7040.

5.

gﬂﬁday 8th Withington Hospital Woodland - Woodland Management and Survey. For
directions see newsletter. Time 10 a.m. on. Contact Ian Brown.

Saturday 21st Woodland Walk - Boggart Hole Clough. Meet in carpark on Charlestown
Road (opposite Booth Hall Hospital). Time 2 p.m. Leader and contact
Diana Downing 740 1200. Busses 79 & 81 from Manchester centre.

Saturday 28th Annual Meeting (AGM) - Conference Hall, Town Hall, Manchester. Time
2 p.m. Contact Ian Brown 437 7040.

Registered as a Company Limited by Guarantee No. 2091456




p w%th three choices. He could abstain, or
ither for or against. He voted for, so
- So who's green now

rty developers, but
Well, in Stockport
one too few.

sSurely local councillors have S
ome concern.
obviously some do, but it would appear to be

:gi;g;:gﬁsi?g;:dz F In Septerflber we received a letter from a

€@ Hulme, who's client, the owner of the pro-
p(.arty referred to above, appeared to object to our comments on
h:!.s px::oposed development. They cast doubts on Mr. Ward's quali-
fications in the field of ecology (he has none), intimating a
lack of qualifications could affect his ability to identify
birds. They also said that "what is certainly true is that Mr.
Ward's list is erroneous". Further, they considered our letter
to be "mischievous" and asked for a retraction of our assertion
that their client's land contained wildlife of special import-
ance. We had made our comments in good faith (surely it's our
duty to object to such planning applications), and felt that
our assessment of the site's wildlife value was accurate, so we
(and Mr. Ward) asked for an apology, which we both received. It
is possible that we were being intimidated into withdrawing our
comments, but it is just as well we did not, for how could we
make comments on planning applications in future, without fear-
ing a solicitors letter popping through the letter box. //

Odds and €nds by the Committee

Anphibian Survey - The Nature Conservancy Council.are conduct-
ing a survey of amphibians and would like information from any-
one who knows of the location of Frogs, Toads and Newts (Common
Palmate or Great Crested). So if you know of the Yzhereabouts of
any of these creatures, please let us know. _Even }f_they are (1:2
your garden pond. Take a note of the location, giving an e::?xa :
Ordnance Survey map reference and if you.know the numbers, e
will be a great help. Sent the information to the Chalrmanneed
include your name, address and telephone number should you

to be contacted for more information.

Environment Now — We thought this publication deserved ang:h:g
mention. Firstly, based on the first two issues, it ;PE:?Y .
be a lively, colourful and informative magazine wit L
advertisements so it's full of good reading. Secondly, at®
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the editor a copy of our newsletter, they we
ts;n ti:nclude a small.piece about us in their Degemb;i gg‘i’iiigough
you wish to try '?hlS eX(Eej.leﬂt magazine, and happen to be n If
the B.T.C.V. office at 14.Se¥nour Grove, 01d Trafford, then ear
in and pick up a subscription form. If you subscribe in this
way a percentage of your money will go to the B.T.C.V.

pub Meetings - We have decided to hold monthly meetings at the
parrs Wood Hotel for those of our members who prefer to meet in
a more informal setting than that provided by a committee room
in the Town Hall. The dates will be the first Tuesday in every
month, starting with the 6th of February. The pub is located at
the junction of Parrs Wood Road and School Lane, East Didsbury.
This venue should be convenient to many of our members and is
easily accessible by bus. So come and meet some of your fellow
urban wildlifers. See you there! Any time after 7.30.

Tree Plant - Another successful event at Hough End in November.
Some members and a large number of school children, guides and
cubs planted a good number of trees. It was a little chaotic at
times but though the youngsters lacked a little in skill, they
certainly made up for this with abundant enthusiasm. It was a
little difficult ensure that the school children planted trees
in the correct places so we ended up with the odd oak thicket.
A little transplanting may be necessary! A good time was had by
all and the rain we have had since will give the trees a better
chance of survival than they had last year. Thanks to all those
who came to help. We hope to be having another tree plant next
November, so why not join us; it's a great day out.

Annual General Meeting - This will take place at the Town Hall
on Saturday the 28th of April, starting at 2 p.m. Those of you
who have never attended one of these events may think that it
does not sound very exciting. Those of us who have been to pre-
vious AGM's know differently. There is a little formal business
but it's generally over in about half an hour and after that, a
slide show by some local luminary, an exhibition and chance to
get to know other members over coffee and biscuits. Come along;
you'll enjoy yourself.

Membership List - We are to publish another menbership list in
the next edition of Magpie. The procedure is the same as last

i <
time. If you do not want you telephone number inclugﬁ},’ let u
know by the end of February. Circulation to memders .

WIO90 page 11




& e may be some of you who are under the
Mf_—q?.ﬁ—s%ahgt-g thizhzrvent ll'lxas become a non;event. Quite the
) the scenes, work has been going on apace ang
ﬁtﬁiﬁ:bﬁggt on the night (or on the day). The w1ldflow§rs
have been ldentified, marked out and plotted so that they wil)
be easily found when the time comes for transplanting. 'I'hg new
site has been landscaped and the topsoil removed in readiness
to receive the wildflowers. So all ig ready for the big da'ty and
this will be in the next issue of Magpie and will be
a pleasant springtime task which we hope many members can find
time to attend. It was originally intended that the event would
take place last autum, but the dry weather and hardness of the
ground made this impractical. It will all be happening near the

airport, out in the country. If you attend no other event this
We would like to thank Manchester City

and other projects and in particular, Elaine Norsworthy who has
put in a lot of hard work on the Plant Transplant. Without this
help the project would not even have got off the ground.

Trafford Countryside Competition - We decided that we should
enter this competition so we did a quick survey of an area by
Fairywell Brook in Timperley. A landscape and planting plan was
drawn up and sent off to be gscrutineered by a panel of expert
judges. We have just heard that our plan is to go forward for
more detailed discussions. Could we be in line for something?
More about this in the next newsletter.

Derelict Land Grant - We have just heard that in future, volun-
tary groups should be able to take advantage of these grants,
which up until now have only been available to local authorit-
ies etc. This should mean that groups, such as ourselves, will
be able to apply for grants to make environmental improvements
to derelict land in the Manchester area. This sounds interest-
ing and we will keep you informed when we know more about it.

New Council Members - Would you like to become more involved in
the running of the Trust? If so, why not apply (by 28th March)
for any job on the council. Phone the Chairman on 437 7040 and
discuss the matter. Involvement can be most rewarding.

g"z ~ We have just purchased some tools. Now we'll be able
orhe ﬁ job. The tools fund is still open for your donations:
one but we need more tools so be generous and give!
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: joint the Tnuat, and, recently b .

o ’ ’ ecomin
./S;;ﬁzeﬁeznd gg%ut all the various actévét%u, and ,%lefnzzﬁtzm 2}11
Truat, but have only met a aelc.ztéva[y Mdj’?-ﬂcenta il t/zz
nembena, and, although I have involved myself in ajt/le o
itiea going thene wene atill some that [ had heand about that

[ had not had the chance to tny. Une of these was pond digging.

# , at the Town Hall meeting on the 25th May, Mik
aZZ:;'e:ze 74 I would like to Aelpgﬁun "ne-dig" aﬁa P‘Zﬂi?ﬂ;ﬁ/lcz

weekend.

We atanted by nemoving all the atones, and plants from an
the outaide, aid aaving these for use laten /@Ae Ldefz was ZZZ?I
ically to aave the exintl ond, enlange it and then re-build,
using the materials nemoved/. Once the plants wene out we saved
as much of the waten ar possible, in a dustbin, and other con-
tainens; thene was 20 much life in the pond - a lange gnoup of
{noga, an enommous quantity of anails, and plenty of insecta. [
alio found the langest leech that [ had ever acen, about 33"
long. The frogs wene quite amusing. We tnied to disruade them
{rom ataying in the pond while it war being dismantled, but
oweven “many we cannied to Mike's amall pond, the mone there
Aceqzed to be in the langen pond! We never asaw them actually
moving between ponda. Jou got the impression of thene being
more than ten, although I am aune thene wene only 5 on 6!

The next task was to save all the mud from the inaide of the
pord, a0 that we could lift the old linen out. Aften that, we

fj} out the hole to the comnect aize, giving it a much gentlen
ope on one aide, and taking a little of the m‘_eepne/:t//ll from
e new

the othen. Then a lining of old carpet was laid in, and
i;’leﬂ- daid on top ( we,/l%e/fand tna[_/PzeM left on the lawn). The

ge of the linen wan pushed unden the 10id, and the aunplua
iuagdmy" whene necessany. Then, we hosed out the old liner and

thia on top of the new, to give a little mone protection.

7"‘; next openation was veny measy - it involved aifting all the
mua  saved, into the bin o pond watex, to take out any atoned,
olass, and eapecially the Laadian pondvesd. Uher the b5, 1o
Bt waten and muf wene taken out, and we 9"“‘{“”'1'[9 ne-f tled

e pond. When moat of the pond waten {nom he bin was used, @
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b ed to warh the mud through a sieve. The mud
leléz Piiﬁfjﬁ ed Z, to put the lan'blgjli_n, which was the n':xaﬁ
job. Aften that, Mike lac’.f a little cement, to lay some Langen

‘tones around the edge and the hose was Left on to complete the
{illing process.

Aften th ! antica at the atant of the dismantling, th
uéa:ﬂcomzicﬁzzid thein absence when all the planta an?i wat:%
wene in place. Wijowzd a couple in the amaller pond, and when
they were re-intn uced to the langen pond they atayed in.

Since then, the plants seem to have aunvived the tranaplanting,
and thene i no aign of the Canadian pond-weed, thank goodnes.

Withington Hospital - Why not join in on oun next “imposanible”
venture, asr we try to manage and sunvey a amall wood. Details
of datesr for_wonk days at the ﬁlogui_tal will be found on the
events liat. The aite i to be found at the junction, nonth of
Nell Lane and west of Princess Road. Accesn in z}# the Matenrnit
Hoapital entnance (the firat on Nell Lane from Princess Road].
Ask at the gate, but oun area_of operation will be behind the
dong bnick wall on youn left. There will be an anticle, in a
later newsaletten, about what we ane doing in the wood, but why
not come along and find out fon youmelf. [f you atill have an
doubt about how to get thene, phone lan Brown on 437 7040. /‘?

Site of Bi.o(oglcai, Importance. Lost |

Tipping has destroyed the S.B.I. at Adswood Brick Works, which
is in Stockport. This site had a good diversity of wetland, but
now is no more. The owners, New Soils, were unaware of the bio-
logical importance of the site and say permission was given to
£ill in the land in compliance with a 40 year old clay extract-
ing contract. Is this not a case for informing land-owners that
there is an S.B.I. on their land? It may not have made any dif-
ference, in this case, but if a land owner is not aware of the
wildlife importance of their land, it is hardly reasonable to
expect them to protect it, whether or not they would wish to.//

mml?fm FAIR - We attended this event at Cavendish Road

g short notice. It was very good for making contacts-

e, out about FoE Networking Seminar (see Events List):
YOne see publicity for the fair in the local press?

Membership QApplication Fom,

Do you care about City wildlife? Then join us by PR
this form and returning with a cheque/P.0. mage o 5 gL;n
Manchester Wildlife Trust Ltd. to Unity Kelly, 13 Ruskin 1; e
Rusholme, Manchester. M14 4DP ve

The Trust aims to protect places of natural history interest
and provide new wildlife habitats in our gardens and local
neighbourhoods. At present we depend mostly on our members '
subscriptions to cover our running costs.Members receive the
"Magpie" quarterly and can get help and advice about urban
wildlife matters. They can take part in any events organised
by the Trust and have the chance to become involved in the
running of the Trust, which can be very rewarding. Want to
know more? Contact Ian Brown on 437 7040 or Unity Kelly on
226 4583. Articles for "Magpie" are always most welcome.,

I wish to join the Trust and enclose my annual subscription.

: &4 - Ind}'vz".dual. * &6 - Family/Group. * £60 - Life Member

2 &2 - Ind%v1dual. -) Unwaged; under 16 years of age,
£3 - Family/Group. ) senior citizens, etc.

(* Please delete those which do not apply.)

-----------------

.......
........
.............................................

QQQQQQQ
LY
------------------------------------------

.....
------
.....
............................................

C s
8§pg§;g€§ck the Manchester Wildlife Trust Ltd. (No. 2091456)
Dr. Heald Green, Stockport. SK8 3HA Tel 437 7040
Whi
in i}slz ?p;aery.eff‘?rt has been made to ensure that information
sible for gﬁle 18 correct, the Trust cannot be held respon-
Undertakeg Y Mistakes in the text. Likewise, any person who
letter g any project based on information from this news-
988 SO at their own risk.
———




STOP PRES

PARRS WOOD RURAL STUDIES CENTRE UNDER THREAT!

Over 350 people attended a Public Meeting, on Wednesday the
24th of January, at the Rural Studies Centre to shoy their
feelings over its possible closure. The original threat yag
from a property development company who made an offer, to
the City Education Department, for the land with the inten-
tion of establishing an office development. That offer ig
now said to have been withdrawn but a similar offer could
be made in future. The unanimous feeling of the meeting was
that the Rural Studies Centre should be protected from any
threat of closure and that this fine Environmental Educat-
ional Facility, with its historic buildings and setting of
high ecological value, should continue to serve the educat-
ional needs of the whole of the City (and beyond), in the
future as it has for the last 42 years. A working party has
been formed to secure the future of the Centre and Unity
Kelly, our Treasurer, has put her name forward. If YOU are

concerned or wish to know more, contact Geoff Bridson (445-
1090) or Unity (226-4583).

British Trust for Conservation Volunteers

Sale & Altrincham - Shelagh Aston - 275 3146 (day) 928 2223
Salford & Trafford - Brian Taylor - 872 7640 (day)
Stockport - Kim Porter 0625 874729 (eve)

Bury Wildlife & Countryside A. G. - Dave Bentley - 724 8602
Cheshire Conservation Trust - Stockport & Tameside -483 6733
Insects Didsbury Insect Group - Jon Delf - 445 9648
Friends of the Earth - Nejij Lea - 789 8880

Friends :
Of the Mersey Valley - Ann Buckingham - 881 1814

Mersey Valley Wardeng _ Sale 905 1100 - Chorlton 881 5639

Stod(port Heri
tage Trust - John Turner - 494 6589

—_




