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Editoria.l

ﬂo'ra bﬁck again, after missing out on the winter edition of
Magpie". As we promised in the newe-sheet this "Magpie" would
be a bumper 1ssue. Well here it 18 and we hope you agree that
it 1s as promised. We have articles from a variety of contrib-
utors, which we hope you will enjoy. From the sublime to the
ridiculous as the oxpression goes. However, we are ulwﬁ~' ’
for articles from new (and ; % Baxt heride

Q 1 d ) cont s | hu t:()r.’l f or our n ‘ L L
’ ou 10xt news
le LtOI - Btal 111’18 t rom now LO l,h".‘ end of ll"_y.

If you look at the bottom of any newsletter you
will notice some hieroglyphics, such ag - 98P89. This is the
page, 1lssue and year coding and will help you to re-order the
pages if, for any reason, your newsletter should fall apart. We
will leave it to you to work out what the figures stand for.

MEMBERSHIP LIST -Our previous membership list was not a success
80 we will issue another with member's name,

number. If you wish to have

page of this

area and telephone
your telephone number omitted, then
please inform us by the end of May by phoning Ian Brown on 437-

7040. This membership list will only be distributed to members
and not to any member of the general public. I

Forthcoming Events

Included with this newsletter is an events

can place in a position of prominence to rem
going on.

calendar which you

ind you of what is
This calendar will be added to and issued with each

"Magpie". Some events may be dropped off subsequent calanders.
This does not mean that they have been cancelled, but it is to
make room for extra events. Both Wildlife Trust events and some
of other conservation organisations will be advertised. If you

know of anything happening which will be of interest to other
members then please let us know.

There will be some abbreviations used and these are as

W.T.M, = Manchester Wildlife Trust Meetings. These take place
on the last Thursday of alternate months Starting from January,
at 7.30 p.n. in Committee Room No. 7, Level 3, Town Hall Fxten-
sion, Manchester.
D.I.G. = Didsbury Insect Group. Monthly meet
Parrs Wood Rural Studies Centre on Saturday WOTnings pey, 10
&.m. and 12 noon. Don't miss these; they are ve ot pase
For further details ring Jon Delf on 445-9648, geRsting.
R.S.N.C. = Royal Society for Nature Conservation,
M.V, = Mersey Valley. Ring 491-1647 or 905-1100, Daytin
25p3q P

follows:

ings take place at

Contacte

Ian Brown (Chairman),
82 Crantock Drive,
Heald Green, Cheadle,
Cheshire. 8K8& 3HA

Tel. 437 7040 Tel. 226 4583

Wild Parksg? by Sue Sharples
NEW DIRECTIONS IN THE MANAGEMENT OF MANCHESTER'S PARKS

Readers should be pleased to hear that a growing number of the
officers responsible for the running of our local parks have
adopted a conservationist/ecological approach.

I spoke to Jim Hall, a divisional
Services Department, to find out wha

He deals with the Fallowfield/Withington/Didsbury area, includ-
ing Fog Lane Park, where his office is. Concequently it was
about this park that he mainly spoke. However, similar plans
are being made around the city by other like-minded officers

who have all attended courses at Manchester University in con=-
servation for recreational officers.

Unity Kelly (Treasurer),
13 Ruskin Avenue,
Rusholme,

Manchester. M1 4DP

officer in the Recreational
t changes are taking place,

Jim outlined the various areas in which he has implemented, or
hopes to implement, changes: -

(i) The creation of a wildflower meadow;
(ii) adapting the ponds to a more natural layout ;
(iii) providing bird, and possibly bat, boxes;

(iv) planting native and local trees which will provide habitat
for wildlife;

v) changing the pet's corner to allow the animals to roam
around and to include rarer species;

(vi) educating the public, both through direct contact with
schools and through noticeboards;

(vii) achieving greater community involvement and thus reducing
vandalism,

Several factors are slowing down

and foremost a lack of finance.
manpower, Existing manpower is usu

maintenance to take on new projects. In addition, initially at
least, the workforce needs to be supervised quite closely so
that ways of doing things can be changed. For example,to obtain

@ wildflower meadow, the frequency of mowing has to be reduced
considerably,

progress, unfortunately; first
There are also problems with
ally too busy with day-to-day
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Another perennial problem facing the P
ial success has been achieved form t;
extra leisure facilities

for the
kept going on a long-term basis.

Finally, the Recreational Services officers are at the
facing the added burden of privatisation,
take precedence over othe

arks is Vanda
me to tipme b
Y proyial
young but tpig nezdsviglgg
e

lisp, Par¢

dgricultural Pollution of River

In general, rivers have been su
Since the Industrial Revolution - part of the price the nation
has paid for its prosperity, But whilst steel plants, coking
works and coal mines have continued to use urban waterways as
open drains for toxic waste, ensuring that the U.K.'s dirtiest
urban waterways remain dirt

Y» a8 new threat has emerged to taint
our once pure rural rivers - p

ollution from agriculture!

s JLL{ ﬁan johnson

ffocated by factory effluents

Creases in productivity, Spurred by EEC incentives,farmers have
used millions of tons of fertilisers and pesticides to extract
even larger yields from

; the soil, whilst Ilivestock has been
herded into rearing-houses,
less feed,

where animals gain more weight for

Tesulting in the accumulation of large amounts of

slurry, Only recently has the environmental cost of this agri-
cultural revolution begun to

government report
a8 further overall increase of
Serious incidents, a Situation described by
Minister, Mr. John Gummer, as unac

A more insidious threat to rivers from moder; i

. o i N agriculture, is
the use of fertilisers, pesticides and herbicides, When us:é in
large quantities nitrates accelerate plant growth - but not ajj
is absorbed by crops and some finds its way into

Streams, aqui-
45P8q

e .

; ic water supplies., Nitrate levels in
fiers and ultlmiteé% Zizeigii above thgp80 milljigrammes a litre
many parts of t ztion permitted by the E.E.C., and even if they
msx1Oum concengr there would almost certainly be further in-
Hase banqed ;o a?; levels because seepage through the ground
e v o nltrien years. Nitrates and phosphates exacerbate
czn t;;iczpo;oslurry or silage spillagesbby de'0¥ygenitiz8tghz
Euold 1 ish and invertebrates importan

er, suffocating the fis
:iier's ecology.

i i ve this situation? Unfortunately,
Sq w@at o h2552232§n20 iﬁgig are two opposing points_of view,
WIthlq 'the of Agriculture barely concedes that agricultural
e MlqlSt;y been heavily implicated in a major threat to our
pOIIUtlonl'is whilst the Department of the Environmgnt recogq-
Yater i 1h}e,’ir{crease in production has lead to an increase in
ii:spigzie; of pollution. Very little is actgaléy ZaPZSZZigngg
1 with the "greening" of the _
igeiznw?giybzemZigeZOEZZin about the condition of our rivers.//

Annual General Meeting

< : E
THE SECOND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE MAgCgiﬁggR TS@%DgiiL
TRUST WILL BE HELD IN THE CONFERENCE HALL, 2n2 it APRIL s
MANCHESTER, STARTING AT 2pm ON SATURDAY THE 22n

AGENDA. MANCHESTER WILDLIFE TRUST LTD. SECOND A.G.M. 1989.

1. Apologies for absence. 6.
2. Minutes of the last A.G.M.

. Matters arrising. : ! ;
z. biairman's annual report. 7. Co-op?lons to ggzmlztee
5. Election of Chairman. 8. Elec?lon of Auditors.

Last. Any Other Business.

Election of Treasurer, Vice-
Chairs, Secretary and other
officers.

ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND and please brlngliiogi :n{:i;
who is interested but is not yet a member. T?ere ;llle > e
with slides on Water Privatisation and the River Va try o
exhibition of some of the work of the Trust. Please me%ers.

as this is an excellent opportunity to meet other me

blems
There is full access for disabled people. If you have pro

i . We ma
attending (transport etc.) please ring Ian on 437 7040 Y
be able to sort something out.

Continued OVETeesovessccs
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Chorlton Water Park- 5.B [ (g1t of birdusatching inkeed)

Most Sundays I can be found somewhere in the vicinity of Chorl-
ton Water Park. [ was once spotted by a friend g (unfeathered)
who said "I knew it was you, because you are so well equipped”,
and who can argue with that!

Almost every time I visit, I see something new, and,occasionally
rare (-ish), although most of the very rare sightings seem to

occur mid-week, and go away at the weekends! Can't understand
it, Myself!

There is a set procedure for spotting something unusual; first
look out for another (almost as well equipped) watcher, walk up
and start a conversation with this, or some other similar open-
ing gambit - "Had anything interesting?” Alternatively, if you
are very lucky, you will see a group of watchers (a "twitch"?)
all crowded together, gazing in the same direction. This is al-
ways a magnetic attraction for me-it takes a lot of the effort
out of searching for something new. However, there are some
teething problems with this technique: this involves the "loc-
ation reports" which ensue. If the artillery spotters had given
reports of similar accuracy, we would never have won a war!
I have, hand on heart, heard such reports as "It's behind the
Pochard" (?), and "It's swimming left”. etc., etc.

Sometimes, the bird will be lonely, and "need" to be seen and
good views are had by all. Other times, you can stare until you
Start to resemble Patrick Moore, and not see a thing. This is
the whole facination of the hobby for me.

Anthony J. Phelps. //




t-Life inthe Mersey Valley
fgaﬁ:n Oer-f Woodland Plzuxt‘gy by David B‘Liho\p.

'For an area of land which has beeq so ruthlessly exploited jp,
the past and is currently in the midst of very heavily populat-
ed suburbs, the Mersey Valley has an amazing variety of plant-
life. I have been studying these plants (in an, admittedly,
rather amateurish and slap-dash fashion) for over 15 years now
and thought that it was time that I got some of this informat-
ion down on paper. Apart from this the Mersey Valley has becone
almost synonymous with bird-watching so this is also an attempt
to restore the balance.

The area that I know best is the central part of the Valley,
stretching approximately from Didsbury in the east to Stretford
in the west. This narrow corridor of land contains a fairly
representative number of the habitats which make up the modern
Mersey Valley.

In this projected series of articles I hope to look at various
groups of plants. These groupings may be based on habitats,
botanical classification or historical associations (eg. herbs,
garden escapes etc.).

For the present article I want to write about woodland plants.
It may surprise some people to know that there are still wood-
land plants around, especially as ancient woodland is an almost
forgotten memory in this area (apart, that is from a few path-
etic little scraps).

I suspect that, in the past, woodland took two major forms in
the M.V.- oak and ash woodland on the drier ground of the river
terraces and scrubby alder and willow woods fringing the river
and it's tributaries. There are remnants of the former type of
woods at Barlow Hall and Parrs Wood and, in addition some Ol
hedges may be the remains of old woods. An alder and W%llow
wood appears to have regenerated spontaneously, following a
couple of winter floods, along the outflow channel connecting
the Mersey to Sale Water Park.

One of the best known and best loved of all English woodland

plants is the bluebell(Hyacinthoides non-scripta).Sam McKeme';:
Assistant Chief Warden in the Mersey Valley,tells me that bi]ill
bells are stil] quite abundant in what remains of Barlow

Wood (known locally as, "Bluebell Wood") but that there ijsg‘f
S
che

gublic access to this area. Elsewhere bluebells appear @
4ted clumps under hedges and even as single plants ©Of
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River bank. Unfortunately the picture has been complicated by
well meaning people transplanting bluebells from their gardens,
These are often Spanish Bluebells (H. hispanica) which readily
hybridise with the native plant leading to a range of forms in
between.

Another plant which occurs in Barlow Hall Wood, is the Wood
Anemone (Anemone nemorosa). Like many woodland plants this
beautiful little, white flowered member of the buttercup family
tends to persist for long after the woodland trees have disapp-
eared., You can find isolated colonies of this plant on the bank
of Chorlton Brook, on a scrap of wasteland near Jackson's Boat
and on the River Bank near Northenden Golf Course.

A plant which must have been common in the damper woods was the
native wild garlic known as, Ramsons (Allium ursinum). This has
broad, elliptical leaves and white, six petalled, star-like
flowers and also smells very strongly of onions/garlic. A few
years ago I found a small colony of this plant growing on the
bank of Chorlton Brook. This was in imminent danger of being
deposited into the brook along with the crumbling bank, so Sam
rescued some and planted them in a safer place nearby; they are
now spreading rapidly.

Dog's Mercury (Mercurialis perennis) is, frankly, not very ins-
piring to look at, with dull, dark foliage and small, greenish-
yellow flowers. Nevertheless it is a classic woodland plant and
is very rare in the M.V. I know of a small patch growing under
a hedge by Ford Lane in Didsbury. This may mean that the hedge
is a woodland remnant. Can anybody confirm this and does some-
one know of any more Dog's Mercury?

Flowering times Dog's Mercury - Feb-Mar. Ramsons - Apr-June.
Wood dnemone - Mar-May. Bluebell - Apr-June.

With the increase in the tree cover on Chorlton Ees, two non-=
flowering woodland plants are spreading rapidly. These are Male
Fern (Dryooteris filix-mas)and Broad Buckler Fern (D.dilataga).
These ferns add variety and interest to the newish plantations
in the area. I believe that I have now found another fern - Soft
Shield Fern (Polystichum setiferum) but I need to check this.

dnyone who is interested in ferns should not miss the latest
title in the Collins New Naturalist series - "Ferns, 4 nat;ral
History" by C.N. Page (Collins,1988). This is a companion vo uq:
t0 Dr. Page's earlier taxonomic study, "The Ferns of Britai

and Ireland” (Cambridge, 1982).

_—
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CHAIRMANS REPORT

If we have not achieved as much this year, as in previous years
then it could be because we have had only 9 months instead of
the usual twelve. It has been more a year for starting projects
than seeing them through to a conclusion, but this is often the
case with the sort of work in which we are involved.

This rep-
ort gives a brief summary of our recent activities.

Unitary Develooment Plans - In co-operation with other like-
minded organisations we made a start on submissions to the Sec-
retary of State on these plans which will set the planning guide
lines for 10 years from 1991. This is very important work as it
is up to us to ensure that urban wildlife is taken into consid-
eration in the future development of our towns. We're not against
sensible development but wish to see adequate open spaces within
the conurbation of Greater Manchester.

Urban Nature Conservation Initiative - The Wildlife Trust and
other conservation organisations have begun a survey of the
Urban Open Space in the Manchester area and are ‘working on a
strateg& which will put forward reasons fo? retaining an a@equ-
ate and even distribution of open space in the urban environ-
ment. This conservation initiative will, hopefglly be used as
evidence at any public inquiry into the forthcoming U.D.Ps.

1 ing - We are still monitoring planning applications in the
E;ZZ?lnthough this year there has been a mixture‘of §uccessV2§§
failure in regard to those where we have mgde objections. i&er-
Lane Playing Fields are to be developed w1t§oyt muchdconiO i
ation for the urban wildlife, as an area which was ivedsga g
some wildlife value is to become a car park, and thes'annswai
ing is rather abysmal. Land between wqods, south o? ;:zr tha%
Wythenshawe is to be developed for 1ndus?ry andlﬂe s
the loss of the fields, which are used for informal re

Sl
will put pressure on the woods and therefo{'e gecgizsienzgeon
wildlife value. We have had some success. Major deve.lop pended

fairly large areas of open land in Stockport havebbeezozziary -
for the time being, mainly because they would. zhese L i
present planning law, but we will have %o gaccn . it
the future. We do not yet know the outcome oI the gf 1987 but #e
on superstores, which we attended in the summ:;‘le magnifiCient
can only hope that the delay is good news and 8 S fvon pgsis
hay meadow, opposite Cheadle Hospital, can be sasful:ulpefsua .
ormous carpark with attached shed. Weyere suCcescar park at the
ing the City Council to reduce the size of the Tant Autum?
Jackson's Boat Pub which has saved an old hedge

crocus is growing. losPS9

l

Habitat Creation and Management. - The application
grant at Hough End Clough has hit snags but we wi1) continue to
pursue this in future. However, some work on A e hte
ing and management was done by the Recreation Department, fop
|- then, and 4 had a successful volunteerg day on
clearing Himalayan balsam in the summer. Our Tree Plapt at Hough
End was again a success and should in time v vl tns i fgr
B cppearance. One really successful project wag
on & rather dull, overgrown and untidy

_ : patch of lané in Nortp
Reddish. We were asked t6 design a landscape plan, which was
accepted. Funding was secured bya local resident and as of this

date tree planting and other work, with the Co-operation of the
Stockport Conservation Volunteers, has been completed., This
should be a model for other similar open spaces in the Manches-
ter area. The landscaping at 1 Elizabeth Slinger Road has hit
C.I.F. problems but we hope for better progress in

Education - We continued with our ed
publishing of our newsletter to kee
our activities. Unfortunately our wo
ure areas has come to a standstill,

funding. We must hope to see an impro

We ai'e still a small
ering this we have

for 8.¢,1.7.

future,

ucational walks and the
p the public informed about
rk on designing school nat-
mostly because of lack of
vement in this type of work.

» but growing, group and I feel that consid-
again achieved much in the past year. We look
to.the future years to consolidate the firm foundations we have
laid in the past and I thank members, and others for their good
Support and they can be assured that we will continue to fight

for a pleasant environment in Manchester. Zg
) rowWv.
s R et Fﬂwb
- Sunday the 19th of March

PATHLAYING AT HOUGH END CLoUGH
S 1s very short notice but we can do with as many volunteers

Thi
©°ssible to help on this task. Please try to come. Meet, 10

as p

a.m,

Sozthogwards at Hough End Crescent (South end of Alexandra Road
! Wear Gloves, wellies and 0ld clothes.

@matterg by Jan Brown.

Ome of
Ne1g Z;;you May have heard of the development by Seimens on
veen tp & Playing Fields, This was a co-operative venture bet-

& City Council. It was supposed to be

i developers and the
b y developmenn with a high standard of landscaping. What

88 egross oper- i ini caping. A4s
CbafuCius said, er-development with minimal landscaping

i, o,

He who kisses the shoe places himself in the
a kick in the teeth”.
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We now have a similar arrangement for a developmgnt on Sharston
Playing Fields and in this case the developers will fund envir-
onmental improvements tO Hollyhedge Park and the old school to
the north. This will make a linked walkway/cycleway between the
Hollyhedge Road and Sharston Centre with ;he creation of wood-~
land, wetland and other nature areas. We will have to see whet-
her or not this is to be another Nell Lane situation but almost
anything would be an improvement to Hollyhedge Park. Some local
people are a little disturbed (furious?) about the loss of open
space and this trend of developing sports fields is worrying as
it could put pressure on open space of wildlife value, for use
as sporting facilities. At the moment Sharston Playing Fields
are mostly mown grass with a few mature trees (which should re-
main in the development) and the proposed plans could improve
the area for wildlife, if we get what the council lead us to
expect. However we must be on our guard and watch out for plans
in the future. 7/

Winter (?) Blr‘dS by Donald Mc;fgeot;ge

No wonder the birds and hedgehogs are confused! Lesser Celandine
in flower at the beginning of February? This was seen recently
on a walk in Poynton. In my own garden, cowslips and pink camp-
ion have been flowering for more than three weeks. Returning
home from work this evening (17th Feb.) I found properly formed
frogspawn in the pond. I say 'properly formed" Dbecause I did
actually have frogspawn in early January but it was a poor att-
empt by the frog that laid it.

Birds haye certainly been proceeding with nesting arrangements
earlier than is usual., The Daily Telegraph at the beginning of
February showing a photograph of a Blackbird nesting in the
"green man" section of a pelican crossing light. Collared Doves
made an attempt at breeding on my bird-table roof-top in mid-
December. Song Thrushes have been in full song now for several
weeks, Throughout early January we found House Sparrow's eggs
on the back-door step on three occasions.

The winter began quite normally with the usual frosts and fog
in October and November. In fact the birds that migrate here
for the winter months were in early and in larger numbers than
the previous winter, leading us bird-watchers to rub our hands
in glee at the prospect of the coming months, Pink-footed Gees®
Whooper and Bewick's Swans, flooded into Martin Mere about ™0
weeks earlier than normal, Fieldfare and Redwing also came &
little earlier and in much larger numbers than last year, AN
ly due to the failure of the berry crop in Scandanavia. This

1.5P89

ed an influx of the most beautiful

caus : Wamlj_n : et
Ziige in December brought in about four hundred of t‘iese str(ji.]az

; :rds. There have been many sightings locally, j :

ﬁscili;f two dozen or so betyegn Middleton and Réchc]i-ziiuinlg on:,
or two birds at Parrs Vln?od ngn Schpol. Starling-like in flight
and with a faint bell like trill, They're actually quite easily
approa chable.

Bramblings, on the other hand, have been noticeable by their
absence, the beech crop in Europe having been a good one, last
year, obviating the need for a migration in our direction,

The weather movements which brought flocks of Pink-footed Geese
over Sale and Timperley in December have now given way to some
weeks of South-Westerlies and local bird-watching has certainly
taken a nose-dive. Nevertheless one or two surprises have turn-

ed up elsewhere, amongst them a Golden-winged warbler in a car
park in Kent.

Coming back down to earth, a singing Chaffinch in the garden at
weekend seems to be another indication of an even earlier spring
than last year. I heard a couple of weeks ago of someone who was
in Morocco at the end of January and reported hirundines in
quite large numbers, so who lknows? Swallows in Merch? It surely
can't be very long now before we see the return of Sand Martins
to the Mersey and Little Ringed Plovers to Broad Ees Dole., Let
us all hope there's a sound future for them. /l

.

Con.kr‘oUi:{-_uﬂ ghﬁs and gn,mlﬁ b_q manglﬂ llorth

:{he nild weather we have been enjoying recently has been great-
fgvgppreclated by our slug and snail populations. This has been
Univzrab.le for me as I am carrying out research at Manchgste:r
idealrilty on the ecology and behaviour of slugs, and it is
rather Ohhave plenty of specimens to observe al.l year round
month than relying on getting all the work done in the warmer

S. However, the mild winters and wet summers, resulting in

in

th:r?ased numbers of slugs and snails, have caused havoc for
armers and gardeners.

For @

icy; e farmer, with acres of crops to protect, the only pract

c ‘4y at the .moment is to spray the fields with slug pellets

agggagning either metaldehyde pory methiocarb. )‘_fetaldehydgsgsan

gl € Sprayed directly onto the crop where it vapourlthis'

methog Off toxic fumes which are absorbed by the s1ugs, bL'Itd out
1S not very reliable. Research is now being carrie

135P89
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to find more effective ways of using these c.hc?mica.ls to reduce
their impact on the environment. One possibility is the deve]-
opment of a repellent seed coat which would protect the plant
at its most vulnerable seedling stage and would be totally
specific to that plant so that the surrounding environment
would not be affected in any way.

For the gardener with only a small plot to protect, there are
numerous other ways to deter slugs and snails from damaging
plants. Pellets are again the most effective but must be kept
away from children and pets and there is the added problem of
birds eating the pellets and becoming poisoned. New brands of
pellet are coloured blue which appears to offer a deterrent to
birds while still making them attractive to slugs.

Another method for the garden is the old-fashioned idea of put-
ting saucers of beer to attract slugs which drink the beer, be-
come inebriated and as a result fall in the beer and drown. Un-
fortunately, slugs and snails do not have many natural enemies.
Thrushes will take snails and break open the shells on a stone,
commonly called an anvil, in order to eat the contents. Many
birds are deterred from eating slugs because the mucus is dis-
tasteful and also makes the slug difficult to handle. Occasion-
ally a blackbird or thrush will wipe a slug on the ground to
try and remove the mucus.

It is also known that ground beetles will prey on slugs and
further work is being carried out to investigate this potential
method of biological control.

The ideal slug predator is of course the hedgehog, which can
consume up to 500 slugs in a night. A lady I know of encourages
@ local hedgehog to visit her garden by putting a saucer of dog
~ meat out for it. The dogmeat also attracted a number of slugs,
_So the hedgehog ate the slugs along with the meat. Hedgehogs
- will also take slugs from beer traps and will drink the beer as
well - this must be the ultimate in hedgehog delicacies. A num-
- ber of trials have been carried out, using a barrier method to
- Prevent slugs reaching your (and their) favourite plants. None
Of these barriers are very successful but you might find them
2 useful for protecting specific plants and they have the advant-
- 8ge of being totally harmless. Suitable materials to use are
coarse grit or sand, ash or soot. These should be spread round
- the base of the plants you wish to protect. Salt is an id‘?al
deterr ent but it is not suitable for outdoor use as it is easily
hed away and can also change the chemical composition of the

plants which are most susceptible to slug damage should
' 14+SFP 89

pe interspersed with.less‘ favour‘ed pla‘n:s as ‘this reduces the
chance of a slug finding its preferred food. Slugs prefer young
seedlings to mature plants, so varying ages of plants in a bed
should help. If you want to grow vegetables, choose a varjety
which is more resistant to damage by slugs. ;

The main problem with slugs is that they are not plant specific
and will remain after one crop of plants has finished, waiting
to attack the next lot of seedlings. Good garden management, eg.
cleaning up delons on a regular basis, will reduce the number
of places where slugs and other pests can remain until the new
plants appear for them to attack. Another form of good manage=
ment where slug damage can be minimised, is to choose the best
time for harvesting vegetables. For example it has been shown
that potatoes harvested in September have one tenth of the dam-
age of those harvested in October, so it is well worth accept-
ing a smaller potato size for greatly reduced slug damage. One
species of slug, Limax flavus, the cellar slug, is attracted to
buildings and often enters houses. Although these slugs are
harmless, most people do not want them in their homes. Slug
pellets can be used to get rid of them, but this method is not
advisable if there are children or pets in the house. The best
way to deter them is to first of all try and block up all poss-
ible entrances, although this is not easy as a slug will squeeze
through the tiniest of gaps, and then use salt as a barrier
around the skirting boards, accross doorways etc.'

Can I remind everyone who sent for an information pack for the
snail and slug survey, which was advertised in the Autumn issue
of "Magpie", that the closing date is the end of May and record
sheets should be returned to me by that time.

Cover Competition

The cover competition in the last issue of "Magpie" was won by
P hilippa Lloyd. On her third telephone call she correctly gave
the identification of the bird depicted as a Long-billed Dowit-
cher. Well done Philippa but you forgot to collect your prize.

THIS ISSUE'S COVER COMPETITION. There is a deliberate mistake
:n the red colouring of one of the Great-spotted Woodpeckers on
he"i‘ront cover. The catch is that this is so on only one COPY
Zg Magpie", If the person who is lucky enough to receive that
43.17)5’ and to spot the deliberate mistake will ring the edit;zl' :n
n 7040, they will win a free copy of our forthcoming ?°ﬁ ?‘b;l

Teating Nature Areas". Please have your copy of "Magpie® Wi 7/
you when you call,

155P89



Membership Qpplicakion Form.

Do you care about City wildlife? Then join us by filléng in the
‘form below and return with a cheque/P.0. made out to Manchester
Wildlife Trust Ltd. to 13 Ruskin Ave., Rusholme, M/Cr. M14 4DP.

The Manchester Wildlife Trust aims to protect places of natural
history interest and provide new wetland, woodland and meadow-
land habitats in our gardens and local neighbourhoods. At the
present we depend mostly on our members' subscriptions to cover
our running costs. Members receive "Magpie" quarterly and can
get help and advice with their wildlife gardens. They can take
part in any events organised by the Trust and have the chance
to become involved in the running of the Trust, which can be
very rewarding. If you would like to know more, please contact
Ian Brown on 437 7040 or Unity Kelly on 226 4583. Articles for
"Magpie", letters etc. are always welcome.

I wish to join the Trust and I enclose my annual subscription:-

* £, - Individual. % £6 - Family/Group.
* £2 - Unwaged, under 16 years of age, senior citizens, etc.
(* Please delete those which do not apply)

BTl a et ivition lnterest (you moSt? wessscaciosscerccnne

Name..ﬂl.................I...l.......Telt No.................

AddreSS.............-.................0...........l....l..'....

® 0 0000680 00606006069 0000060060000 0000000000000 000000000090 00000 ® & &0 0 0 0

Signed...Q“........0...0......O.l...Date.O......

_—

Copyright the Manchester Wildlife Trust Ltd. (No. 2091456).
82 Crantock Drive, Heald Green, Stockport. SK8 3HA Tel 437 7040

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure that information in
the "Magpie" is correct, the Trust cannot be held responsible

for any mistakes in the text. Likewise, any person undertaking

any project based on information from this newsletter does so
at their own risk,




