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for the improvement of some existing woodland et Brooklands in Sale

On the garden front, lan Brown has been designing wildlife
gardens for members, and the odd pond has emerged in members gardens
due to our efforts. All these activities eventually earn much needed
money for our funds,

our pet wood, Hough End Clough,
planting plen drawn up by the Woodland Officer at Manchester City
Recreation Department, A small extension to the Clough was planted
by us and six schools during Tree Plant 87 in November.

The past year has seen an important shift in the way Cicy
parks are managed. Long grass appeared in Alexandra Park, Moss Side
for the first time in over a decade, Fog Lane Park in Didsbury has,
amongst other things, restored natural banks to one of its previously
concreted ponds. Poundswick Park, Wythenshawe and Heaton Park are
both showing an interest in native tree planting and management. A park
already noted for encouraging wildlife, Fletcher Moss in Didsbury, has
now gone the whole hog and lets the majority of its grassland grow as
meadows ! We cannot take the credit for this of course, indeed most of
the impetus for such changes is as much due to cutting costs as to the
enthusiasm for wildlife of many Council employees. However, by showing
our faces at various meetings, sending newsletters and so on we have
shown there is a public demand for such innovations - perhaps nudging the
whole process along.

Education, Information and publicity. We began sending our
newsletter to eral libraries this year and also sent our exhibition on
wildlife gardening on a tour of Manchester libraries. In summer, three
rainy wildlife safaris were led by members in Hough End, the Tame Valley
and Chorlton, which were advertised nationally. We also appeared in the
Manchester Evening News, BBC Wildlife Magazine, and the book "City
Wildspace" by Bob Smythe. Ian Brown was also interviewed on Radio
Manchester. Two successful plant sales were held at 31 Stanley Road, and
we also supplied jinformation, plants, trees, shrubs, and pond liners
throughout the year. Dawn Chorus Day saw a dozen of us shivering in Hough
End Clough frightening the local bird population off at 4am.

Considering our size and lack of public funding, I think we
‘have achieved a great deal in the past year and would like to thank all
our members for their continuing support. The main task in the future will

be to find ways to finance more activities so as to firmly establish our
group and so aid and protect our urban wildlife.

now has a rranagemen’. and

SHAUN WILSON (CHAIR)
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Save Reddish Va.le .

On Sunday the 20th of March the Save the Vale Campaign held a Hally to

k protest againat the instruations by the Department of the Environment that
Reddish Vale should be sold at public auction instead of direotly to Stockport
Counoil, The highest bidder would of course be the new owner, which means that
the Vale could fall into private hands and I dread to think of its eventual fate

should that happen.

I attended the rally and there were & couple of other members of the group
present, as well as a few familiar faces in the orowd whioch was eastimated as
being 3,000 strong. Well I didn't count, but if anyone else had turned up they
would have had to stand in the next River Valley along. The place was paaked,

Proceedings were started by a silver band, from Gorton if I remember
rightly. They led a large group of marchers along Mill Lane to the visitor's
centre, Unfortunately one of the musicians fell foul of the cattle grid on the
way in but the remainder made it safely, playing stirring music until the
speeches started. Theae were of & similar stirring nature and urged the crowd
to write in protest to those in authority that the Vale should not be sold off
merely to satiafy the greed of a few property speculators. Reddish Vale was
purchased by the Grezter Manchester Council and is now Green Belt land and a
very attractive area, much loved by local people. The residuary body had been
instructed by the Department of the Environment to dispose of the land as they
thought fit, so they decided, as had been done in other similar cases, that it
should be sold to the local authority in whose arca the land lies. They were
overruled and hence the public auction that looms before us.

This should not be allowed to happenm, so I urge anyone reading this, to
write to those in authority, registering your opposition to the public sale.
Write to the Environment Minister, your local councillor, your M.P. or even
she who must be obeyed.

As a start try:-

The Rt. Hon., C. Chope M.P.
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State,
Department of the Environment,

2 Marsham Street, LONDON. SW1P 3ER

(i\u‘dﬂgd vording)
Dear iz,

Re: m at Reddish val&
wou e most grate if you would reconsider the decision to sell

ddish vale, which I consider should be transferred back to

il to be part of the Tame Valley Conservancy Area. The Creater
uary Body, as well as, AGMA have as you are aware, already
agreement to this tranefer. I trust you will reconsider your
t of public interest and concern. Yours faithfully, etc.

e
e too late to register your protest. You may not live neaxr
hy you should be concerned. The problem is that if
“is sold to developers it ocould set a precedent
your bit of open space could be next.
th » way of open spaces in and around our urban
' L ’~,'_‘£§onu within their roach and we oannot.
ality of 1ife, in our towns,will suffer
MR Eas :
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This is situated on Moor Road near Wythenshawe Park und is a small area of
i-natural vegetation with treea and shrubs and three ponds used for fishing.
time 8go & planning application was submitted to destroy a boundary hedge
ace it with a chain link fence. This was on the insistence of the aouncil
“gecurity" reasons. We made an objection and suggested that the hedge should
iﬁiﬂ-l’j"d‘n’lm'ud. Thankfully the council agreed and with the help of a
nity Initiative Fund grant and the B.T.C.V., the hedge has now been laid
other environmental improvement work undertaken.

Things are looking good and we would like to thank the Sale Moor Angling
~ Qlub for their co-operation with the voluntary agenciea which enabled this work

~ to take place. As well as making the site more attractive, the wildlife of the
area will surely benefit. More similar work is to take place, which will further
=V the area,

‘Is the last public open space in Woodhouse Park to disappear? 1s this a
} question? It should be because when Wythenshawe was planned it was wisely
ided that mistakes made previously in the development of Manchester should be
ed. The main mistakes vere that building had taken place without any regard
'ing open s es or even keeping open corridors of communication, either
ly or axially. Therefore Wythenshawe was built with open spaces to act as
. between housing areas. 60 years on this wise decision seems to have been
n as there is an application for industrial development on this last
)en space in Woodhouse Park. So it waen't a silly question, was it?
application has been made by the council for the development of this
land, which is to the south of Simonsway and west of Shadowmoss

. by woodland, The council officers naturally recommended that
e approved, but after the objectors put their case, at the
tative Committee meeting in late February, the local council
. « For the second round we moved to the Town Hall and
ittee meeting where there was little discussion and the

| for referral to the Finance Committee, who had approved

this be because, on the 25th of June 1928, the

Committee discussed the disposal of land owned by the
ng, "In all cases the frechold interest of the
should be retained". Let us hope so.

Abl; » round is to take place back at the Town
‘you read this, has probably passed. Hopefully
pace which is of much benefit to the

rial devel 1t is on offer to create
f the many derelict areas in and around
e of such areas and will have more,

1 the newly built Airport cargo
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CHURCH HOUSING ASSOCIATION

We have just completed & landseaping soheme for this asscailation 4t theix
Orown Point Estate in Newton Heath., If allowad to resoh maturity, 1t ar
prove to be most atiraactive, so let us hope 1t withatands the ravages cof
vandaliem whioh is a little prelavent in our inner eity areas. We \aax the
Church Houming Association for the payment of our fee which will be of grest
assistance to the Trust's funds as they could come under a little pressure

the coming months,

URBAN HABITAT SURVEY

In late Pebruary, I attended a seminar at Wigen Heritage Centre on
wildlife Habitat Surveys and their coaputerisation. I would like to thank the
B.T.C.V. for making this posaible, (My attendance, that is.)

The avent was very well attended, evem including a representative from
the City of Mancheater Planning Department. The object of the exercise was to
explain the work done by Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council in surveying their
district for its wildlife importance. They have carried out a Nature Conservancy
Council Phase 1 Habitat survey on every square kilometre in the district. There
are 253 of these and it must have been & work of mammoth proportions. Hot only
that, but they have put all their findings onto & computer and this computer
even produces coloured maps of all the kilometre squares, so that it can be seen
at a glance axactly what types of habitat are present throughout the whole of
the Wigan district.

You may be wondering what the outcome of all this activity will be.
Having made this investment of capital and labour, the Wigan council will not
wish to waste the results of the survey and they will use it to advise them,
when making policy decisions in the future. For example, when considering
planning applications, they will know of sites of wildlife importance and be
able to advise as to whether & proposed development might disturb one of these
adtes and hopefully direct the development to &n area where such damage would
not occur. In the case of reclaiming derelict land it is important to know of
interesting features, so that they may be preserved and incorporated into the:
future proposals for the site, whether it be landscaping for leisure, or for
housing. The fact that the information is on computer means that it can be
accesaed quickly and opportunities to conserve wildlife and its habitats will
not be missed for lack of time needed to prepare reports. In fact computers
ean turn out such reports when everyone is tucked up safely in bed.

All this sounds very useful and you may well be asking, "why can't we
all have one?", Well I hope we can. Wigan are obviously some way ahead of the
other authorities in Greater Manchester in demonstrating their practical
congern for wildlifa eonservation and the spin off this ean give to leisure
and tourist activities, It is quite often the case that some of our urban areas
are better for wildlife than some rural areas, It is even possible that working

- to make Wigan's urban areas more attractive will encourage industry to locate.

It will certainly make the district e more desirable place to live. Let us hope

~ that other districts in Greater Manchester will follow Wigan's lead and perhaps
we can have positive development of our derelict and inner city areas, without
~eausing damage to our few and precious areas of wildlife interest and open space.

¢ ~ There are some members of our group who feel that the type of survey done
in Wigan would not be appropriate for some of the other districts in Greater
Manchester. They have a good point, for after all there is quite a lot of open

m‘ﬂﬂb in Wigan. In comparison Manchester City is very poorly off in this

‘espect and it is possible that a survey based on individual open space sites

S € more appropriate than one based on kilometre squares. (The Leicester
Survey, for example.) However, the N.C.C Phase 1 survey is adaptable
ed to fit the requirements of the individual districts.

8 important that surveys should be carried out and that these surveys
iised by the Planning Department of the district concerned and
t when planning applications are being considered.




IRKDALE Diana Downing

8 to the rapidly changing townscapes of the Lower Irk
p‘o&l‘: who have lived and worked there; they will tell

5 flights of steps from Collyhurst and "the mucky
Look out also for guided walks by local historians.

ctory walk gather together a few friends (company is

this kind of territory) and an A-Z. From Victoria

58 Corporation St.,then left and across Miller St.; follow
owards Cheetham Hill Road until a gap in the brick wall
dge reveals the steps down to Scotland and, in

+ "the Irk - that unfortunate little river...in its

_continues upstream with the river on your left -
hurst Road - until the left fork (one way only)
- Smedley Road leads over Queen’s Road to Woodlands
n back to Victoria (except on Sundays). The train
nabl you to play “Hunt the Irk” and enjoy different

+ Buses also go back to town from Rochdale Road.

oy ;-
FPlags, entry at the junction of
the church and burial ground of Irk
~entry across footbridge opposite
‘over Red Bank sidings on left soon
the track under the railway arch
rry and a ‘lost river~,

m Vale with
Queen’s Park

: 't;r Field
Fennel-leaved
; cradle).
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SPRING BIRDING IN THE MERSEY VALLEY

Put aside a morning in early May and take yours
to the Mersgy Valley.There's a wea th of bird (and other!
1life awaiting in the wings (no pun int

Choosing a preferably fine and dry day,make your stars
from the visitor centre at Sale Water Park after briefly
popping in to 'see what's about',It pays to enquire verb-
ally as well as perusing the information board,

Head off in a northerly direction towards the river
bank.On the way you should Have no trouble in finding
2 or 3 willow warblers in full song.Reed Bunting,white-
throat and Skylark should also be about.Before turning
right through the car park to Jackson's Boat Inn,keep an
ear out for the reeling of the Grasshopper Warbler.Around
the Jackson's Boat area you'll no doubt hear Cuckoo and if
you're lucky you may see Bullfinch in the trees just past
the pub.Continue along the riverbank on the Sale-side,
keeping Sale Golf Course to your right.This stretch for
about 3-2 mile can be pretty dull,though a pair of sun-

ended ),

~ glasses may help to tone down the garish attire of some of
'f»!ﬁe golfing fraternity.Towards the electricity sub-station

g'io‘mﬁ; alive
Bunting, Whitethroa £-




dge to ghorl%on Water Park things really
,Great Crested Grebe,Little Grebe,

are all about,some perhaps with

e Martin should be hawking over
are always something to keep an

¢ Redstart in late April.Green
packer may be heard from the trees
1low Warbler,Reed Bunitng,Chiff-Chaff

: d head bac§ to Jackson's Boat
raptors.Again this stretch on the
surprisingly quiet,altough Mistle
Jackson's Boat is a scrubby
hold Grasshopper Warbler if
Blackcap,Sedge

tir

souse lMartin and Sand lMar
teds by early lMay and you'!ll

Grebe.Reed Bunting,Li:

the scrape and its surrounding t

be expected to turn up.Oysterc:

ear,Redstart,Yellow Wagtail.Hopefully this area will now
gstart to attract more passage waders including perhgps
Greenshank,Green and Wood Sandpipers znd who knows ,even
an Avocet in the future?Blind optimism?Ereeding birds
include Canada Goose,lapwing,little Ringed Plover and
Common Sandpiper as well as the ubiquitous Mallard and

Moorhen.Amongst the wide variety of flowers and water plants
‘are Water Plantain,Water Soldier,Yellow Flag Iris,White
‘Uktcr Lily,Early Purple Orchid,Lesser Celandine,Water

Forget-me~not,etc.,etc.
All in all a most rewarding walk from start to finish.
and put some time aside. ;

am we will once more assemble at Chorlton Ees on Bank Holiday
‘ ny 2nd) to hear the birdies tweeting. Meet at Chorlton Ees
75 t
%::,, . » past School, following Brook on your right. Car
eft as you get to elaborate stile.) There is access for disabled,
birders Donald and Ian McGeorge will be there to identify our
» Bring your chocolate-covered Kendal Mint Cake to
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