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" Broad Fes Dole

Where in Sale might you find Kingfisher, Snipe, Hare, Pipits, Long-
l Billed Dowitcher and a good raptor or two?Answer: Broad Ees Dole, a

~ Our mﬁﬂnzé will now be held at Manchruuis‘lﬁ;,h Hall in
ﬁqoﬁ..ﬂn.7~ on the following Thursday evenings d““iﬂi'ﬁem’

nuary _ 30th June
S small but important nature reserve nestling between the northerly

Jopriity et e e bank of Sale Water Park and the River Mersey.
3lst March 29th September 2
P : Admittedly, the Dowitcher, a N.American vagrant, was a chance-in-a-
s ?3‘1‘ April S EhSowhen million mi’ atory visitor,in September of this year, but interesting
26th May 24th November birds can gnd do) turn up regularly here.
All meetings begin at 7.30pm and are open to all members. 1 Situated between the A56 through Sale and Junct.8 of the M62, it's
; € . ]
Our annual General Meeting will be held in April and you will all be notified g difficult to mention Broad Ees Dole and not think of our avian friends.
; They really form the focal point for most visitors to the dole,
in due course. ; which has proved to be an important nesting,.migratory and wintering
4 + ground for birds year-round. This has resulted in the official opening
: End Clough earlier in November of an exciting new attraction for birds and bird-
: ber we planted 500 whips just south of Hough s R
TREE PLANT 87 In Novem watchers, the scrape or 'jheel (apparently Hindi for lagoon).
WITH THE HELP OF various schoolchildren end girl guides. Very few of our members A pump will control the water level inside the scrape, flooding it
S d apart from one local resident the sole contribution from the & | in the winter to form an added attraction to waterfowl.
turned up an i
s :m‘i‘.“d of moaning about how we were wasting our .time etc etc. I ZeLe 14 Regular winter visitors to the dole include short-eared owl, snipe,
. S S 3 heron, water pipits and a variety of ducks, with previous year's
; recgrds showing jack snipe, woodcock, water rail and bittern.
Sprlng and autux:lm :;gratigns pgoduce wheatears, wagtails, the odd whinchat
R ; d shrubs and due , sandpipers and other w ing birds, such as members of the plover family.
zen orders came in for trees an Birds staying to breed include malla’.rd, lapwing and common sla).ndpiper. f
The area has been conserved and improved for the benefit of wildlife
in a marvellous fashion by the Mersey valley wardens, who are continuing
- to introduce pond plants in parts of the canal surrounding the scrape,
~ such as flowering rush, water starwort, yellow and sweet flag and other
pecies which should greatly enhance tne area for amphibious and
surface dwellers alike. l‘ater soldier and arrow-head werc in evidence

ater this summer.

s in -the:v,ici,nit‘i included small tortoiseshell, green
te and peacocke A hare is being spotted at present
ith semi-regularity, whilst patience may produce voles

44 weasel along the path.

son, it's a place of interest, althouszh the red-spotted
te spring 1987 uill talke some Leating. This
he white-spotted bluethroat was a misrant
lucky observer. 5 : i ;

the year end and hopefully
ious winters.
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Blackleach Update

It alvays pays to explore the area imnmediately around the dole,
pick your way carefully through the fishermen and their tackle.
] nce can be a problem here, where the odd do

o In the last issue of Magpie,I wrote an article about
walker may throy . : )
tick for Fido to retrieve from'the canal surroun ing the scrape, Blackleach reservoir in the Walkden area of Salford,which
~ and the occasional thoughtless visitor has been seen inside the reserve was under threat of destruction,and I painted a rather gloomy
fence ing to get tha closer look, Having said that, there's usually fcture of its fut
1% fri ace at the vi;;ing point by the pylon, with a bench and P36 our S rubure.
telescope rest thoughtfu Provided b

Y the Mersey valley crew,
A walk from the dole downriver to Cho

Since then,the fute of the

reservoir

has made the pPages of
rlton via Jackson's Boat can the Manchester Evening News, though less because of its wildlife
produce much of interest, 1nclud§n3 ragwort, biting stonecrop, red e g t ttent ¢ Yoasr : e :
and white campion, lesser ¢elandine, commom'spotted orchid and on f2reet thab the attentions of )ocs nudists.Considerable
the bird fron grasshopper and sedge warblers in Spring and summer,

as well as oucﬁoo, whitethroat

8 Creatio t é
uve a good collgctlon oF n of the Blackleach and

shed is another reservoir,with

great importance to industrial
archaeology),and BBAG aims to
Pays to make the visitor's centre your first

lobby for the Preservation of
A ol g ¥ i S wilTing. to +ai1 these local features.
’bmt‘ 5

British Coal seem to be willing to abandon their Proposals,
| Provided Salforg City

area.

Donald and Ian McGeorge.

importance?

S

SRR RE R LT SR Mike Savage
can be contacted “ia  BBAG Secretary
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Cultivated Area

Topsoil accessed by
600mm paving stones.

PLAYGROUND,

i

New Fencing

Chainlink 2m high

with acceas/L_m

| Path

1 metre wide path of
crushed sandstone or
limestone chippings

Exotic Shrubs

Cotoneaster buxifolius 5 @

Mahonia aquifolium 6 @
3erberis aggregata 6 &)

Buddleia davidii 5 O

?ic plant whips one metre centres

Annual Patch
Existing annuals
u ms E13

(Cornfield
Annuals) sown
at lgm per o'

0

i~ Climbers
joe

= Hydrangea

E petiolarus 2

Clematis
armandii 2

Clematis
montana 2

Celastrus
scandens 3

Honeysuckle ' HEALD Phﬁgkf
" | (Lonicera s / TR e
periclymenum) 4

Ivy (Hedera
helix) 3

_Above to be
planted in this
order from gate to
Bottom corner in
pits 300mm larger
thahroot ball, at
L one metre centres,

2




| type but reference to & good wildlife
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Plamu(rlg aboc > Gardens e Rown

Cardens of privete heuses or schools give us an excellent opportunity te
crsaie zature aress which are net only geed for wildlife but alse pleasant for
pesple. If the a2reas at your disposal is lérge snough then yeu ezn create @ diver-
sity of nabitats wnich can be sufficient te atirset much wildlife not Just te vigit
Sut te breed in your garden. To de thia succeasfully it 4s important to Flan your
area before any Plenting takes place, It is best 4if you can start with s bere aite

bt if there is eatablished Zrowih then this must be incorporated inte your plan,
moved er removed,

FAKING A PLAY - Let us zssume you have 2 garden of sbout 50 20 feet {or more) ana
the site has nothing significant growing upon it. The first thihg te de i3 te find
where the south lies, Thig enables ue to avoid pPlanting trees in positions where
they would cast excessive ahade on babitats requiring an open espect, such as the
pond and zeziows (except woodlana meedow), The garden in the plan on the next pege
r=es longdtudinally SU-BE pe that 4t is mostly open to the sun.

Txees and Shonbs - These are zostly planted in the NW corner, eway from buildings
but seme are positioned to the south se a5 to cest come shade on zrees of shrubs i
and woodland meadow. The trees should ell be native species end those given in the
key 2ze good exazmples but need pot te adhered to. Shrub end hedge planting create
2 lower layer to edge the trees. The following species ere suitzble. {Bedge plante
underlizned) Light tolerant - Degwood, Purging buckthorn, Brcoas, Cuelder rose,
Zlackihor, Deg rosze, Homeysuckle, Wild privet. GShade tolerznt - Bezel, Eawthorm,
Bolly, Elier.

Pond - This should be placed in zn cpen position and the marsh and tz2ll water
plants should oot overghade the pond or obecure it from wiew of the garden. Tae
bard stazding by the pord will be useful, especially in schoocl grounds for pond
dipping. It can be made from stone slabe, wooden boards or merely be 2 sznd or
stone beach,

Yeedow - The wet 2nd epring meadows will contain similar epecies and sbould be
Placed in mostly unshaded areas. These zrees should be left to grow until early
J-hmdthamtorthcrntofﬂuMsum.
mmmdumeucpmumtmumninthcutm. This
umwm’munhmrorcyvermmthu, waich ean
hl‘tmmﬂlt&efolloﬂn;tyrin;.&sh&lh&bwmbemedm
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gpace in this article to list species of plants for each meadow
book should be of essistance.
the flower beds can zlso be obtained froz this source.
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; can be put in the woodland, L compost hesp will
%Libernstion site 2znd the resulting compost cen be used on your veget-

that subject please send an S.A.E. end an 18p. stamp
: Woelley Range, M16 BHS.

designed to meet your particular
the above eddress or telephone 437 7040.
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= Mown Cress

= Stone Path

Shade & Light 17
Flower Beds (

= Wet & Spring Meadow
« Marsh

Pond

= Water Plants

= Cornfield Annuzls

= Summer Mezdow
= HNettle & Thistle Patch

= Tall Herb

= Trees &_- Shrubs |4

Alder

Alder Buckthorn
Berry Bearing Shrubs
11 = Bowan

Bizrch

Wych Flm

Aspen

Oz

Wild Service Pree
wild

Crab Apple

Bird

Goat Willow
Buddledia

= Climbing Plants (Ivy)

= Mized Hedge

= Light Tolerant Shrubs
Shade - "
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= Compost Bins or Heaps
= Seats

= Eard Standing for Pond
= Bird Table (Winter)

Woodland Meadow %
S | FEpm To LARGE GARDEN
NOT TO SCALE)
MWT ( N




than economic and employment considerations;like Chris Baines at
TE the Manchester conference,Fhil emphasised the need to identify
: the economic advantages of conserving wildlife,and increasing

the public's awareness of the environment.

A lecture by David Parker followed,detailing research into
the wildlife of the Noth-West's estuaries (particularly wildfowl)
and the possible effects of development on populations.I'm afraid
1 found the results raised more questions,and gave little in the
way of hard advice.Such research could be used by either s.ide
in a planning debate with equal effect,and it is worth noting
that the research group operates as a private consultancy.
Satellite imaging was the next subject.This is a survey tech-
" nique beyond most organisations (though you don't need your own
satellite,just a very expensive computer),but may allow local
authorities,and possbly county trusts,to monitor land use.Not
a very useful talk,but very,very pretty...
:" The final speaker was Paul Fitzpatrick,a comsultant for
St Helens and Knowsley He has carried out a survey to assess

g T

9;:‘11& her Group Conference yLiverpool Maritime
[ﬂuleum 16th October

éugaiple",as he yut it.The results may seem self-evident,
1 ﬁh to a less'involved use of open space than many would
'e most common use of both managed and 'waste' land
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places of wildlife interest and provide new
ts in our gardens and local neighbourhodds.At
_members' subscriptions to cover our running
and can get help and advice with their
about the group please contact Shaun
‘etc. are also always welcome.

31, Stanley Road, Whalley Range,

to Qhkc'§m that information given in
group cmmt be held responsible for any

any person undertaking any project based
tter does so at their own risk.
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