Newsletter of the MancheSfer Wildh‘fe Group

mber 3,

Our group is soon to take two important steps which hopefully will
enable us to set Up an urban wildlife project in Manchester with an office and paid
workers. Firstly we are adopting the rules of the Urban Wildlife Group in Birmingham and
registering our group as a company limited by guarantee. We can then apply for a
Community Project scheme with the Manpower Services Commission which, if successful, will
provide funds for a more extensive and effecient service than we can provide at the
moment on a purely voluntary basis.

This does not mean that we can all relax ! Any project is only as
good (or bad) as its management - in our case the members who come to meetings. It will
require more effort from all of us to make the scheme a success, but hopefully the rewards
for working voluntarily for the group will become greater as we should be achieving much
more for wildlife in our city than we do at present.

We have been given permission by Manchester Recreational Services
Department to carry out a survey of th: wildlife at Hough End Clough. Anyone wishing to
help out on this please get in ftouch :

FREE TO MEMBERS ¥

Ohe Pac(‘ie.t lnc(udeci. in this }Ssue>

WILDFLOWER SEEDS ¥

Think Green is a national publicity campaign aimed at highlighting
environmental improvements in selected cities in November. One of these cities is ......-
Manchester {(Hooray!) and as well as helping to organise the campaign we will be, amcongst
other things, unveiling our new wildlife gardening exhibition !
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§ Since only two members entered
3 rom g5 | 1 llowed member f the public t
. - js the best time to sow a meadow from seed § as wg-l we allowed members o e p 2
MEADOW Late summer/early autumn : aia summer so that any weeds in | way in which we carried out the draw. Corre
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Tor best results the ground should have been P!‘eparec_;“ ou can't wait until next summer with the prcviso that at least one of the winners sncul d come from the Greater
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the soil could be dealt with in time for sowing nOW. L& Y = ate Seeds (Terrington Manchester area. And the WINNERS are:
try *hiS"Ov‘der your seed from 2 reputable merchant sucn‘;‘i \dmirng square vérc' patch costs
Court,Terrington St. Clement, King's Lynn, Norfolk PE34 ;‘/ . A ;he' 2R ey Mt M Lt ool B, WL g A
about'£12.00 to sow with seed. Make sure the mixture you °f°°seo o et Avaidi apaes ;
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used in the past for burning rubbish or infested with doc
emergent meadow !

1 is the next step. Even if you do not For those of you who couldn't be bothered to enter here are the
i : is . y

Eliminating weeds in your Soi a8 he meadow in correct answers:
object to weedkillers it is too late to use them,uniess you Ca‘;t":;:t::g: :o s SR
apring - by which time the effects should have worn off. The alte before sowing your seed:
top layer of soil/turf and hand weed anything else which comes up

X 3 able Meadow Waterboatman
The poorer and more weed-free the soil the better as your meadow is at its most vuner Alder Insects
during its first year. Leveliling the area is also advisable. t. sow the seed Nettle Lungwort
, Following the instructions given by the seed merchal’s " Chaffinch Dandelion
very thinly, making sure the flower seeds are distributed as evenly as possi d e well. Hawthorn Lavender
lightly to incorporate the seed, stamp all over the area to ;irm the gr °‘:’r:':nthem. Keep P Evergreen Iris
If birds are a problem cover the area ir taut netting or string tg dises lg see some seeds Stickleback Fungi
off your meadow until well into spring. Depending on the weather, You-shou biected O cold Toad Zvening Primrose
gzrminate before winter sets in. Remaining seeds vill'blnefit from being suble Elder :
temperatures over winter, and get a head start in Spring. Ragged Robin Goldfinch
Reedmace
Oxeye Daisy
Members Meetings Thursdays at 7.30pm Gee
on
25 Sept 31 Stanley Rd ‘halley Range
30 Oct 82 Crantock Drv Heald Green

The prizes of a complete set each of Longman's new nature guides
x will be sent to the winners as soon as they arrive from the publishers.
- 27 Nov 1 Gaddum R4 Didsbury
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The mix for this woodland is a little different as no trees are
planted until the shrub layer is established:

Any piece of land which is left alone will revert to scrubland and

aventually woodland. This leaflat sho:a the a:mplut and easiest ways to speed thig process Group A shrubs Group B shrubs

wp. Firstly we show how to create an {nstant" wood - an all at once planting of a mixture

of native trees and shrubs. Beyond initial weeding, the planted area can be left to form @ BlacRthorn (Prunus spinosa) Hazel (Corylus avellana)

denge woodland thicket within only a few years. Pioneer trees (such as birch and alder) Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea) Bird Cherry (Prunus padus)

should start to grow above the shrubs, providing a variety of wildlife habitats ranging Guelder Rose (Viburnum opulus) Wild Privet (Ligustrum vulgare)

from low shrubs at the perimeter to taller trees in the middle. Oaks prefer snade to grow Field Maple (Acer campestre) Holly (Ilex aquifolium)

in and (with luck) any surviving oaks should be able to grow up through the canopy of the Elder (Sambucus nigra) Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna)

piohesr trees. It must be stressed that this is not the best way to create woodland, as it

may never progress much veyond the “thicket" stage. However, an infinitely more interesting 10% each of these shrubs should be used to make up the total mix

nabitat is created than is to be found with mown grass and "“lollipop" trees. when calculating the number of shrubs to be used in your area remember that shrubs from
; A far better woodland area can be created by extending planting and group B need just over twice as much space as shrubs from group A, due to being planted |
- salntenance over many years,which is described next. This time each layer is established extra 0.5 metres apart.

separately - first shrudbs,then pioneers and finally oaks. The end result produces a balanced Preparing the ground etc as with the "instant" wood, plant all A

woodland and a richer wildlife habitat than the first method, but it does take regular and shrubs around the perimeter, 1 metre apart, in blocks of 10 - 25. Then plant B shrubs in
m continuous effort over a 20 year period. central area, 1.5 metres apart, in groups of 10 - 25. After planting, prune all shrubs
1 Finally the planting of a natural hedge is shown for schools etc that heavily so that only 3 shoots are visible on each stem - this will encourage more vigourd

do not have space for a wood, but wish to create an attractive barrier and a woodland edge growth.

for birds, insects and mammals. 3 - 5 years later, you should have a dense, closed canopy in whig

you should now plant equal amounts of the pioneer trees listed below:

‘Instant™ ¥oodland If possidble zhoose an area with some established trees and shrubs -

They can be incorporated into the scheme. Avoid wet areas, shallow soil, steep slopes, Birch (Betula pendula) wild Cherry (Prunus avium)

frost - prone hollaws and excessively polluted soils such as power station asn. Such areas Alder (Alnus glutinosa) Asn (Fraxinus excelsior)

need a different mixture of trees so seek advice if your patch has a problem like this. Make

sure the site has no service pipes, electric cables etc underneath - or overhead . Planted in single - species drifts, 4.5 metres apart throughout

Get rid of any sycamore or rhododendron - they will invade your wood the shrub area, these will gradually form a higher canopy above the shrubs. Tree whips w

and push out all the other species. Grassland should be mown and weeds plougned up before grow faster if the lateral shoots are trimmed back after planting.

planting. In future, when starting woodlaids from scratch like this, it 1s Detter to Ten years later (!!) your woodland will have 2 distinct layers

spray the area with 3 non - persistant herbiclue in midsummer,raking off the Zead weeds conditions should be ideal for planting the climax species - Oak (Quercus robur). Plant

iatar on. Once your woodland is off =0 a goed start no further chemical intenventisn 1is throughout the central area of your woodland, clearing space as necessary, and within a

TACERBALY ) years you wil Shen have a young oak woodland with a varied assoclation of other trees an

B No matter =ne size of vour plaatation, stick to this 'recipe': Shrubs .

Shrubs Irees Continued maintenance of your woodland is essential in order %o

Sawthorn (Crataegus MONOGYOA!.......33% Jak (Quercus roburld .acssusses ~ S preserve its diversity, otherwise it will decome so thickly wooded: that its wildlife val

Holly (llax aguifoliumd.....ovvvaeon EX Silver 3irch (Betula pendula ......15% ° will diminish. THEis j'; beca:xse many of the shrubs, small trees and wocdland plants will

Bazel (Coryius avelland)......c...... 5% Alder (Alnus giutinos@)......svev.-15% have anough S.Dace .and light.in which to flourish - whicn adversely affects the many inse

Elder (Sambucus RIGEM)...icvaivannns 3N birds and mam;:\als dependnt on such plants. Advice on woodland management is beyond the

3:rd Cherry (Prunus padus) .. ioaaass 3% of this leaflet but please get in touch if you wisa <o pursue this subject further.

As all =ress and shrubs are to be planted one netre agart it is Planting a natural hedge. Ground preperation and planting detarls are much the
2asy O calculate the number requires I3 ORFYP same as tecommended in the "instant” wood section. This time,nowever, piant tie whips In
!
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- 20 per single species. Keep the snazs of the wood and positions of trees ani sarubs airly Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) 60% Holly (Ilex aquifolium) %
<neven - don't plant in regimented -ows. i Elder !Samoucus nigra) 20% wild Privet (Ligustrum vulgare! 5%
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o : Use only Saatnered whips approx. 2 years-old for both i Guelder Rosa(Viburnum opulus) S% Hazel (Corylus avellana >
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379« unnoticed until establishea. ahiis are cneaper,easiar to plans,and sTanz 2 TG Ky years begin clipping once a year, or layering evesy 7 - 10 years.

tnante of surviving the plansing prazess:
When planting, simply dig an adequate sized nale,plas? S:ﬁerCQTpQS:
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This walk is of three miles
in length and was taken in
mid -August in moderate
weather. If you have a
favourite walk in the
Greater Manchester area
which is good for wildlife
why not write an article
for our newsletter ?
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This area including the pond and mos: of this meadow is the site of another
Proposed development of Suyperstiores and an industrial estate or houses. :
When we reach the south-east corner of the field we come to the rai_way,

which is one of the corridors which allow wilalife access to the built-up areas.

6 Here we turn right and walk by a hedgerow where foxgloves grow in t-e banx
Cross the stile on the left by the gate-way. If you have walked far enough by this
time, take the west path to Wilmslow Road and back to Bradshaw Hall Lane.

To continue take the lane to the south over the railway bridge vi?&s:anley
Road. Turn left, then right down Earl Road. :
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B
: On the left is plot 2 of the industrial estate, one of the nine derelic
ASMiachere, Th garinie et the meadow here :s full of ragged rapin. At sis -ime
9f Year it is fyull of wildflowers wnich will at<ract butterflies and othex insects
N a good summer, +

Proceec down fari Road tc the end where you will find a pond of @ mest
Pleasant aspect,
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.The pond and most of the fields to the south are the site of another
proposed superstore plan with parking for 2,500 cars which would be a shameful
waste of such pleasant countryside.

Turn right at the pond and then left over the stile with the blue post.
On the right is growing large-flowered hemp-nettle and many other flowers found
commonly on disturbed ground.

9 On the left of the path is a wood with two overgrown ponds, which is a
pleasant spot. Continue down the path in a southerly direction.
10 At the end of the path is Handforth Hall, a half timbered building well

worth a look. On the rough ground to the east of the hall I saw a pair of Common
Hawker Dragonflies and a few butterflies. Earlier in the year there was an old
door’ here, under which were some toads.

Turn right down the lane and across the stream go through the gate on the
right, into the woodland.

11 Here there are many woodland flowers in late spring including dog's
mercury which is supposed to indicate well established woodland. The problem is
that this wood is becoming overgrown with sycamore, which should be cleared to
open up the canopy. This would give the native trees and the ground flora a
better chance.

Walk along the path to the end of the wood and then along the road.

12 On the right of this road there is a waterlogged area where many water
plants grow. On a fine summer day swallows and house martins feed on the many
insects that breed here.

Where the road bends right, go diagonally left across the field to the
railway bridge. Once under the bridge, turn left onto the road, then immediately
right down a pathway which leads to Spath Lane. Turn left here and go to Wilmslow
Road where you can catch a bus back to Heald Green.

While you wait for your bus you may wish to consider the fact that if
the developers have their way a lot of the countryside over which you have just
walked will be destroyed by the building of superstores.

Fortunately Nicholas Ridley, the Secretary of State for the Environment
has put a freeze on all 10 superstore developments, which hopefully means that
they cannot be aporoved without a public inquiry.

G B

Marnchester Wildlife Group aims to protect places of wildlife interest and provide new
1 - i ie A n L o e
wetland, woodland and meadowland habitats in our gardens and local neighbourhodds.At
present we depend almocst totally on our memcers! subscriptions to cover our running

-
costs. Members receive the Magpie quarterly and can get help and advice with their
wildlife gardens. If you want to know more aSouT the group please contact Shaun
dilson at the acddress below. Articles,letters e=z. are also always welcome :

Copyright Manchester Wildlife anoun a3 Stanley Road, Whalley Range
Manchester M16 8HS. Tel. 226 2029. " X o
While every effort has been made =5 ma<e sure that information given j

the Magpie is correct, the group cann g . %l

ot be held responsible fo
: : : : . es[ 1 r an
mistake in the text. Likewise any person undertaking any project szed
on information from this newslettar dces so at their own risk




